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PREVIEW ISSUE THREE – 17TH APRIL 2012 
 

 

  CONFUSION IN 
SHANGHAI 

Problems in China - is Tigana or Anelka 

the manager of Shenhua? 

Frenchman Jean Tigana, who took over as 

manager of Shenhua's last December, was 

rumored to be on the way out after missing a 

pre-match press conference on Thursday, during 

which it was announced French superstar striker 

Nicolas Anelka will help coach the team. 

 Shenhua are 11th in the Chinese Super 

League with just one win, two draws and two 

losses in five games under Tigana. The club 

sacked his three coaches on Thursday, but 

denied Tigana was leaving. The Chinese media 

speculated that Tigana had lost control of the 

team and was ready to step down after reaching 

an agreement on his remaining contract. It was 

also reported that Anelka and his agent played 

crucial roles in choosing the club's new coaching 

team. 

 To add more confusion, Anelka claimed 

on Twitter that he'd become the team's 

manager. "It's official. I just become the new 

player-manager of Shanghai Shenhua," and this 

only intensified after Tigana was absent when 

Shanghia lost 1-0 to Tianjin Teda on Friday. 

 The owner of Shenhua is internet 

gaming tycoon Zhu Jun, who made his fortune as 

Chairman and CEO of The9 Ltd, an Internet 

company primarily known for licensing ‘World of 

Warcraft’ for the China market. He once forced a 

former manager to play him for the start of a 

friendly against Liverpool. Only to be taken off 

after five minutes. So you can probably see why 

this situation is full of controversy.   
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MESSI STATS 
* Messi has scored 107 of his 243 goals for Barcelona outside Camp Nou (in 167 official games). 
* And 10 goals in his last 8 official matches for Barcelona outside Camp Nou. 
* Messi recently broke the highest goalscoring record at Barcelona with 241 goals (in 320 official games). 
* Ahead of Saturday’s El Classico, Messi has scored 8 goals in 11 Liga games against Real Madrid. 
* Most assists in La Liga this season: Lionel Messi, Özil both 14 - Di María 13 - Cristiano Ronaldo 11 - Dani Alves 10 
* This season, Messi currently has 63 goals (41 in La Liga) along with 25 assists. 
* RECORD: Levante 1-2 Barcelona - Barca become first club to win away against Levante in La Liga after losing at half-time. 
* The Longest current winning streaks in European top competitions: Barcelona 10 games - Ajax 9 – Juventus & Newcastle United 5. 
* Messi has scored at least one goal in 13 of his last 14 official games for Barca. He only failed to score away to AC Milan. 
 

 
Brought to you by our friends at www.messistats.com. 

Follow them on twitter @messistats 
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WORLD FOOTBALL THIS WEEK 

 

HEADLINES 
 

 

CONFUSION IN SHANGHAI 
(Continued from cover page) 
 
But on Saturday he did leap to Tigana’s (pictured left, in 
better times) defence, "I must clear up the rumor. Tigana 
is so far in pleasant communication with the club and he 

is making positive efforts to modify some of his ideas," Chinese website 
sina.com quoted Zhu as saying. "He didn't submit his resignation and is 
definitely still in position." 
 Even with the owners comments some of the team's players have 
begun to express problems with Tigana. "Our results became even worse than 
last year after Tigana took over the team, not to mention making 
improvements. From this perspective, he is not a successful coach," said 
midfielder Jiang Kun. "He never changed the content of our training in the 
past three months, from our winter training in Kunming, to Spain, and then to 
the Super League. We also haven't had any specialized practice dedicated to 
our opponents in the league. The problem lies in the coaching team's 
inadequate communication with players and the training quality." 
 It has been rumoured that Thursday’s reshuffle of the coaching 
staff was related to problems with Zhu's company, The9. The company 
reportedly cut about half its technical staffs after losing 284 million yuan ($45 
million) last year. On his Weibo account, Zhu called the cuts “good news”, 
saying the company found a new way to make money and adjust unprofitable 
programs. 
 The situation in Shanghai is still far from clear and Australian 
striker Joel Griffiths still believes that Tigana will not be returning. The media 
are speculating that the reasoning of the cloudiness of Tigana's future, falls 
within a severance package for the Frenchman remains in dispute but 
Australian striker Griffiths told AFP after Friday's game he said it was 
"obvious" he'd been dismissed. "It's obvious I think at the moment. What you 
see is the reality of football. He's not here so we have to deal with the new 
coaches coming in." Griffiths continued that he'd already wished Tigana all 
the best. "We have a new coach, new staff, so hopefully on Sunday we can 
meet them and go on from there. I saw him (Tigana) today. I wished him all 
the best in whatever he does. That was it. This is football," he said.  
 Hopefully, by the next issue of World Football Weekly we might be 
able to clear this one up. 

  

ROSSI RULED OUT OF EUROS 
Giuseppe Rossi will miss Italy’s Euro 2012 campaign and 

face a further six months on the sidelines after tearing 

his Anterior Cruciate Ligament (ACL) in training on Friday 

morning. 

 The Italy and Villarreal striker was in the final stages of recovery having 

already missed half a year of action, when he aggravated the ligament problem 

during training. 

 The former-Manchester United youngster was expected to be an 

important player for Cesare Prandelli's side this summer, but will now undergo 

surgery on his knee once more. 

 The American-born star will also miss the start of next season for 

Villarreal, a huge blow for a side already feeling the absence of their star striker.  

 Since his arrival from Old Trafford in 2007, Rossi has notched 82 goals for 

the 'Yellow Submarine' who have found themselves scrapping relegation in his 

absence. 

 Rossi has made 27 appearances for Italy, scoring six times for the 

national side. Italy begin their Euro 2012 campaign on June 10 against defending 

champions Spain. 
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MOROSINI PASSES AWAY AFTER 
SUSPECTED HEART ATTACK ON FIELD 
Livorno midfielder Piermario Morosini passed away on 

Saturday after collapsing on the pitch in Serie B match at 

Pescara, with the match called off after 31 minutes. 

 Former Italy Under-21 international Morosini, 25, was rushed to hospital 

after medical staff attended to him on the pitch for a suspected heart attack, but 

died on arrival. The game was then called off with the other players leaving the field 

in tears. 

 "He suffered a cardiac arrest. Unfortunately he was already dead when 

the ambulance arrived. He never regained consciousness," announced Doctor De 

Blasi. Some Italian media reported that a police car had blocked the ambulance's 

way into the stadium. "I don't know if the ambulance was late, but I know that the 

entrance onto the pitch was blocked by a vehicle,'' Iannascoli added. "Morosini 

collapsed, he tried to get back up but then collapsed again.'' 

 Morosini was on loan at Livorno from Serie A side Udinese. As a result of 
the tragedy, the FIGC called off this past weekend’s Serie A fixtures. The Lega Calcio 
has announced the round 33 Serie A fixtures will be played on Wednesday April 25. 
 
 

  
 

PIERMARIO MOROSINI  
5th July 1986 — 14th April 2012 

 Inter Milan captain Javier Zanetti was “truly shocked” by Piermario 
Morosini’s death and confirmed it was the right decision to postpone all the 
weekend’s games. He only left Udinese on loan in January, so his teammates 
were particularly stunned ahead of Saturday’s planned game with Inter Milan. 
“We are truly shocked by what happened to Morosini,” stated Zanetti in a 
statement. “We are all struck deeply. Something incredible happened and it 
was clearly the right decision to call off the games. On behalf of all my 
teammates, our thoughts and embraces go to his loved ones.” 
 This tragedy comes four weeks after Bolton midfielder Fabrice 
Muamba suffered a cardiac arrest during his team's FA Cup quarter-final at 
Tottenham. The former England Under-21 international was given extensive 
treatment on the field before being carried off on a stretcher and rushed to 
the London Chest Hospital. It took 78 minutes for Muamba's heart to start 
working on its own again, but he has made incredible progress since. 
 Bergamo-born midfielder Morosini started his career in the youth 
ranks at his hometown club Atalanta before moving to Udinese in 2005. 
Mino Favini, Atalanta’s youth team manager revealed the tragedies that 
devastated Piermario Morosini’s short life. 
 “He was golden, always trying to help his family. That 
was Piermario Morosini,” explained Favini. “He grew up at Atalanta with me 
and I saw him playing as a very young boy. He was a fantastic lad who always 
rushed to help everyone.” 
 “He lived for his family. Yet he was such an unlucky man. He lost 
both parents young, his brother and sister have physical handicaps. His little 
brother recently killed himself by jumping out of a window. He had the most 
unfortunate life. Udinese signed him from us and he was very talented. He had 
a strong career, was respected by all his teammates. Everywhere he went, 
people spoke highly of him. He had a heart of gold.” 
  The Udinese President Giampaolo Pozzo confirmed the 
death of Piermario Morosini was “a terrible shock, as he was with us until 
January.” 
 “This is one of the saddest days of my career. I learned through 
television that Morosini had been taken ill during the game, but did not realise 
it was so serious. Only an hour and a half later did we get news from the 
hospital that he had died,” said Pozzo in a press conference. “It was a terrible 
shock. The lad had been here for about six years since we took him from the 
Atalanta youth system. I remember he was always a good boy, professional 
and serious. He had pre-season training with us, then went out on various 
loan spells and this year he was here until January until joining Livorno on 
loan.” 
 Pozzo was asked whether the number of these incidents in recent 
months, including Fabrice Muamba’s collapse during Tottenham-Bolton, 
meant more had to be done in screening players for heart problems. “The 
prevention we put into the health and safety of these players, including 
training, diet and pharmaceuticals, was unable to stop it. I can only imagine it 
is a tragic coincidence and nothing more can be done to prevent it.” 
 Livorno have retired the number 25 shirt in Morosini’s memory. 

  

 

MESSI AND RONALDO 
SMASH LA LIGA 
SCORING RECORD IN 
SAME NIGHT 

Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi continued their personal duel as 
they both broke the Spanish scoring record on Saturday evening as 
La Liga’s big guns warmed up for next weekend’s El Clasico. Real 
Madrid ace Ronaldo surpassed his 40-goal league haul from last term when 
he netted in a 3-1 home win over Sporting Gijon. This was Ronaldo's 53rd goal 
of the season in all competitions, matching his career high. Barca’s Messi then 
matched that feat by taking his own tally to 41 with a double in the late kick-
off as Barcelona won 2-1 at Levante. Real also equalled their own highest tally 
for a league season last night as they matched the 107-goal haul set in 1990. 
But Sporting made them sweat after Miguel de Las Cuevas hit the opener 
from the spot. Gonzalo Higuain then headed the leveller before Ronaldo 
nodded Real ahead 14 minutes from time from Angel Di Maria’s centre. 
Sporting then had Roberto Canella sent off before Karim Benzema grabbed 
the killer third. Barca also fell behind to a penalty as Jose Barkero fired 
Levante into a first-half lead. But Messi levelled with a superb strike from the 
edge of the box before keeping his cool from the spot to seal a tense 
comeback victory. 
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THE WEEKLY SHORTS 
  

 

DEL PIERO REJECTS MONTREAL IMPACT 
Montreal Impact director Nick De Santis said Juventus 

veteran Alessandro Del Piero has turned down their 

request to join the MLS club. Del Piero, 37, is entering the 

final months of his contract with Juventus, and he appears 

set to continue his career elsewhere after the Serie A 

giants announced earlier in the season they will not offer 

the striker an extension. A move to the MLS has been 

mooted as a strong possibility, and the former Italy 

international appears to have his priorities set already. 

"We contacted Del Piero in January, but he said no," De 

Santis told Tuttomercatoweb. "He told us that he prefers 

LA Galaxy and the New York Red Bulls over us, so we 

abandoned this option. There have not been any further 

contacts, so it is an old story. If he has changed his mind, 

however, we will not shut the door on him." Del Piero, who 

has been at Juventus since 1993, has scored four goals in 

22 appearances in 2011-12. 

 

DIEGO FANCIES BAYERN OVER REAL 
Diego Maradona has predicted Bayern Munich will 

overcome Real Madrid in this week’s Champions 

League semi-finals. The outspoken Argentine has 

highlighted the Bundesliga giants as a blueprint for 

other sides to follow, and fancies them to beat Jose 

Mourinho's men over two legs. "In the case of Bayern 

Munich, the club is owned nine percent by Adidas, nine 

percent by Audi, and 82 percent by the partners and 

shareholders," the South American commented in his 

column for The Times of India. "Bayern Munich is a 

privately-held shareholding company, where the fans 

are the real bosses. For this reason the team can only 

spend as much as it makes, and success comes on the 

field and in marketing operations. This is an example of 

a well-run, democratic club which I personally think will 

defeat Real Madrid to reach the final of the Champions 

League against Barcelona. The final, incidentally, will be 

played in the beautiful Allianz Arena, home to Bayern 

Munich, favouring the Germans." Meanwhile, the Al-

Wasl boss took a swipe at the likes of Manchester City 

and Chelsea for their overindulgence in the transfer 

market. 
  

 

BLOEMFONTEIN HAVE A SHUFFLE 
South African Premier League side Bloemfontein Celtic are 

looking for a new assistant coach to replace Molefi Ntseki. 

This after Ntseki was assigned to work with the clubs 

development next season. Siwelele technical director Mich 

d'Avray confirms that they will be reshuffling the clubs 

technical team but assures fans that Clinton Larsen will 

remain head coach next season. "Clinton still has a 

contract that is running up until next season. There will be 

some reshuffling in our technical team with the possibility 

of bringing a new assistant coach," says d'Avray. Celtic 

defender Prince Hlela confirms he won't be part of the 

club next season after failing to renew his contract. "My 

contract with Celtic ends in June and I won’t be renewing 

it. I was not happy with what they offered and hence the 

decision not renew my contract," says Hlela.  

 

RUSSIANS GET CHEAP EURO 2012 TRAVEL 
Russian fans traveling by train to Ukraine and Poland 
for Euro 2012 are to get cut-price tickets under an 
agreement announced Saturday by state-owned 
Russian Railways. The continent's top national team 
competition is June 8 to July 1, with matches in the 
Polish cities of Warsaw, Wroclaw, Gdansk and Poznan; 
and the Ukrainian cities of Kharkiv, Lviv, Donetsk and 
Kiev. Passenger groups of eight or more traveling to any 
of these cities around these dates will get discounts of 
up to 25 percent, a Russian Railways statement said. 
Lesser discounts are available for single parties. Extra 
trains are to be laid on to Warsaw, where two of 
Russia's three group matches will be held. Minimum 
tariffs to the Polish capital under the scheme will be 
160 euros, the company said. A similar scheme give 
Russian fans free plane tickets has been dogged by 
reports of resale attempts. 

  

 

REAL CHANGE CLUB LOGO TO PLEASE MUSLIMS 
Spanish football giants, Real Madrid, have decided to make 
changes to the club’s logo, removing the cross on top of 
the crown, which was present on the emblem for nearly a 
century. The rebranding was needed in order to 
strengthen Real’s popularity among Muslim football lovers 
in Europe and the Middle East. The Spanish Marca 
newspaper is citing a source in the club’s administration as 
saying that the move is aimed at “avoiding all forms of 
misunderstanding and conflict in the regions where the 
majority of the population is Muslim”. The removal of the 
cross coincides with Real Madrid beginning the 
construction of a $1 billion sports tourist resort in the 
United Arab Emirates, which will be the world’s first theme 
park on an artificial island to combine tourism and sports. 
The Christian symbol appeared on Real Madrid’s emblem 
back in 1920 when King Alfonso XIII granted his royal 
patronage to the club. By changing the emblem, the Los 
Blancos followed in the footsteps of their archrivals from 
Barcelona, who also had to part with a cross on their logo 
to please their sponsors from Qatar. 

 

SECOND SURGERY FOR ADRIANO 
Former Brazil striker Adriano underwent a second 

operation on his left Achilles tendon and will not be 

able to play for at least three months. Dr. Jose Luiz 

Runco said the successful surgery on Friday was needed 

because his foot had not healed properly from his first 

procedure early last year. Adriano remains without a 

club after being let go by Corinthians in March. 

Corinthians directors said the player didn't take his 

recovery process seriously and missed several 

physiotherapy sessions. Flamengo, which won the 2009 

Brazilian league with Adriano, said it will see how the 

striker recovers before deciding whether to make an 

offer to sign him. 
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RANGERS STILL INTEREST THE BIDDERS 
Glasgow Rangers administrators Duff and Phelps have 
confirmed that all three bidders wish to remain in the 
running to purchase the club despite proposed changes to 
Scottish Premier League rules. However, there have been 
changes made to the conditions attached to their bids, 
including a request for access to the football authorities in 
order to seek "greater clarity" on the SPL resolutions. 
Former Ibrox director Paul Murray's Blue Knights, a 
Singapore consortium fronted by Bill Ng and American 
tycoon Bill Miller are all vying for control of the stricken 
Glasgow giants. The proposals, which will be considered by 
the 12 top-flight clubs on April 30, will mean tougher 
sanctions for clubs who go into administration in future or 
face the prospect of liquidation. If Rangers are liquidated, 
a 'newco' would be deducted 10 points for two seasons if 
accepted straight back into the SPL and would also face 
financial penalties in the form of league payments being 
slashed by 75% for three seasons. Paul Clark, joint 
administrator, said: "Following discussions with three 
parties bidding to purchase the football club, we can 
confirm that all three parties have informed us today 
(Friday) they wish to remain in the sale process. However, 
following the information supplied by us to bidders in 
relation to proposed new rules on penalties for insolvent 
clubs within the SPL, there have been changes made to the 
conditions attached to bids. Among the new conditions are 
requests from parties who now, before committing further, 
wish access to the football authorities in order to seek 
greater clarity on the proposed rule changes. We hope to 
provide Rangers supporters with a further update next 
week and will continue to make every effort to reach the 
point where a preferred bidder can be announced. We are 
keen to conclude an offer as soon as possible and certainly 
we would hope that this does not mean that finalisation is 
delayed until April 30, 2012." Administrators said last 
Wednesday they were forced to delay announcing a 
preferred bidder as a result of the SPL proposals. Ng 
indicated last Thursday he has no plans to withdraw his 
offer and Miller followed suit last Friday, claiming he has 
no qualms about the proposed regulations. "I have 
responded to Duff and Phelps that I am in favour of a CVA 
(company voluntary arrangement) exit from 
administration," he told the Scottish Sun. "After carefully 
reading the proposed SPL sanctions, it appears the only 
penalty that could impact the club is if Duff and Phelps was 
unable to complete the CVA by the start of the season. 
Consequently, my bid continues to be in place. In reviewing 
the proposed sanctions, it is clear any club going into 
administration in the future, including Rangers, would be 
severely penalised. In my view, this falls in line with the 
appropriate efforts of the various governing bodies to 
ensure clubs are operating within their means and are not 
mortgaging the future with excessive debt.” 

 

ZENIT FINED SMALL AMOUNT FOR RACISM 
Russian champions Zenit St Petersburg were fined last 
Wednesday for racist chanting by their fans at last 
weekend's Premier League game against Lokomotiv 
Moscow. They were fined a mere $3,400. Zenit fans 
made monkey noises at Lokomotiv's black players, 
which Zenit won 1-0. Zenit's fine was small compared 
to the $17,000 imposed on Spartak Moscow's Nigeria 
international Emmanuel Emenike last month for an 
offensive gesture he made towards Dynamo Moscow 
fans who racially abused him during a match. Emenike 
also received a suspended sentence until the end of the 
season. Spartak have appealed the striker's fine. The 
Zenit case was the latest in a series of racist incidents in 
Russian football. In March, a banana was thrown at 
Anzhi Makhachkala's Congolese defender Christopher 
Samba in a match at Lokomotiv Moscow. Another Anzhi 
player, Brazilian full back Roberto Carlos, had bananas 
thrown at him at stadiums in St Petersburg and Samara 
last year. In a separate incident, Zenit striker Alexander 
Kerzhakov escaped punishment following his collision 
with Spartak goalkeeper Andriy Dykan last month, 
which left the Ukraine international with broken bones 
in his face and a concussion. "After thoroughly 
examining the video, the disciplinary committee (KDK) 
had felt Kerzhakov should not face any sanctions 
because he didn't have any intent to injure his 
opponent," KDK head Vladimir Katkov told reporters. 
Dykan has had successful surgery in Germany, Spartak 
said on their website (www.spartak.com) last 
Wednesday. The goalkeeper will miss the rest of the 
season. 
 

 

CRUYFF LEAVES AJAX BOARD 
All five members of Ajax's executive board, including 

Johan Cruyff and Edgar Davids, have stepped down 

from their positions at the club. The Eredivisie giants 

have been troubled by internal conflicts over the 

proposed appointment of Louis van Gaal as the club's 

chief executive. Cruyff claimed the other four members 

went behind his back to hire the new man, and the 

resignations come after an Amsterdam court blocked 

Van Gaal's arrival. The Barcelona legend was the last to 

step down and there has been no clarification of the 

future of the five figures, nor there has been any 

information on potential replacements. "AFC Ajax can 

confirm that Johan Cruyff has stepped down from his 

seat as member of the board and will retire at a time 

determined by the club," a statement on Ajax's official 

website reads. "Ajax strives to provide a short-term 

solution before making further announcements on the 

filling of the resulting vacancy." 
  

 

DIOUF TO MISS REST OF SEASON 
Hannover 96 striker Mame Biram Diouf has been ruled out 

for the final four league games of the season with an ankle 

ligament injury picked up in their 2-0 win over VfL 

Wolfsburg last Wednesday, the club said. The Senegalese 

international, who joined in the winter from Manchester 

United, has established himself as the number one striker 

after scoring six league goals and four more in the Europa 

League. Hannover currently are battling for a spot in next 

season's Europa League again. 

 

MARTINEZ TO GO PINK FOR GLORY 
Athletic Bilbao's Javi Martinez has stated that he will 
dye his hair pink should his side lift a trophy this term. 
Bilbao are preparing for a Europa League semi-final tie 
with Sporting Lisbon, and also face Barcelona in the 
showpiece of the Copa del Rey in May. With Marcelo 
Bielsa's men impressing onlookers in Spain and on the 
continent, their star midfielder has pledged to take 
drastic measures to celebrate any potential success. "If 
we win a title this season, I will colour my hair pink all 
year round," the Spain international told AS. 
 

More news next week... 
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RESULTS ROUND-UP 
EUROPE 

 

ENGLAND: FA CUP – Semi-Finals 
Andy Carroll’s late winner clinched Liverpool a 2-1 win over Merseyside rivals Everton on Saturday afternoon to 
help repay some of his hefty transfer fee back. Despite no side dominating the match, it was the Toffees that 
opened the scoring. A horrible mix-up between Liverpool pair Daniel Agger and Jamie Carragher forced 
Carragher into a hesitated clearance which ricocheted off Tim Cahill and fell into the path of in-form Nikica 
Jelavic. The Croatian hitman coolly placed the ball past third choice goalkeeper Brad Jones in the 24th minute. 
Liverpool came out rampant in the second half but could not respond until the 62

nd
 minute. Man of the match 

contender Luis Suarez capitalised on another defensive mistake, this time by Everton’s Sylvain Distin, to poke the ball past American 
Tim Howard to get his side back into the game. The Reds then took the lead with just four minutes to go as Carroll (who had missed 
easier chances throughout the 
game) leapt the highest in the 
area to head a Steven Gerrard 
free-kick past Howard and send 
Liverpool into the final. Carroll 
(pictured left) said scoring the 
winning goal in Liverpool's 2-1 
FA Cup semi-final victory over 
Everton was 'the best feeling 
ever'. Carroll has received plenty 
of criticism for his lack of goals 
since arriving at Anfield from 
Newcastle United in January 
2011 for £35m, but has now 
scored the winner in the Reds 
last two matches. "It's the best 
feeling ever and for the lads and 
the fans it's even better," Carroll 
said. "We worked hard and to 
get the goal at the end was 
great. I had a few chances that I probably should have scored earlier but I kept at it and it was a great ball in from Craig (Bellamy) and 
thankfully I did score. I've had some criticism but I've just kept on going and to get the winner here is great. I believe in  myself every day 
and I've got my chance now, I've got two goals in two games, it's great." Carroll's team-mates had nothing but praise for the striker 
after the match, with his captain, Steven Gerrard telling ESPN UK: "He takes criticism on the chin. That's what we bought him for - to 
step up and score big goals - he's delivered today." 
 

On Sunday, a phantom goal helped Chelsea to a 5-1 FA Cup 
semi-final win over Tottenham Hotspur to book their place in 
the final. The match itself started slow, but Spurs became the 
livelier, with greater possession and drive as Salomon Kalou 
did well to clear from Ledley King. Chelsea were an threat on 
the break though, Mata’s poor touch letting him down when 
played in by Kalou and a Drogba header well blocked by King. 
Things started to get really interesting just after the half-hour 
mark, as David Luiz’s clumsy challenge on Aaron Lennon 
made the crowd roar but Lennon stayed on his feet and the 
referee’s whistle stayed away from his lips. Minutes later, 
John Terry saved his team by clearing a Rafael van der Vaart 

header after it beat Petr Cech from a Lennon cross. The Dutchman was unlucky hitting the post as his long ball evaded both Emmanuel 
Adebayor and a glued Cech. Terry put in another brave block to keep a Luka Modric shot away from goal, and within a minute Chelsea 
was ahead. Ivorian legend Didier Drogba smashed home a thunderbolt of a left foot after taking a long ball down on his chest and 
turning past Williams Gallas. The second half picked up where the first left off, Spurs keeper Carlo Cudicini pulling out a fine stop to 
deny Juan Manuel Mata. From the corner Chelsea went two up with a ghost goal that never should have been awarded. Cudicini had 
done well to keep out a Luiz header and, in the scramble that followed; Mata drilled a low shot towards goal. Cudicini was stuck with 
both Terry and Benoit Assou-Ekotto on the line.  Assou-Ekotto’s body was in the goal, but his feet and lower legs were clearly outside 
(pictured above) as he knocked it clear. Referee Martin Atkinson somehow decided the ball had crossed the line and awarded the goal, 
his assistant unable to help with his vision obscured by the sea of bodies. The video evidence proved it was not a goal but the mystery 
behind what Atkinson seen is baffling. Spurs responded well after that blow and they pulled one back six minutes. Modric placed a 
through ball to Adebayor and the Togolese rounded Cech, who brought him down but escaped a red card because Bale was on hand to 
finish anyway making it 2-1.  That lit a fire under Spurs as they 
hunted for an equakliser but, as Spurs left gaps at the back, 
Ramires extended Chelsea’s lead with a clever run and touch 
to meet Mata’s lovely pass, clipping the ball over Cudicini to 
restore the two-goal lead. Frank Lampard made it 4-1 with a 
curling long-range free-kick with eight minutes left, although 
Cudicini was a shade out of position, and the rout was 
completed deep into injury time when Malouda slid the ball 
home from another fine Mata pass. That came just after 
Parker and Mikel tangled, the former incensed after the latter 
reacted to a tackle with a clear kick that Atkinson appeared to 
miss.  A terrible game for referee Martin Atkinson, and the cry 
for goal-line techonology get even louder from everyone in 
the sport.  

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
LIVERPOOL 2-1 EVERTON 

 
Sunday 15th April 2012 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 1-5 CHELSEA 
 
 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 5th May 2012 

FA CUP FINAL 
LIVERPOOL vs. CHELSEA 
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ENGLAND: BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Manchester City kept in the title race on Saturday destroying Norwich City 6-1 at Carrow 
Road. Carlos Tevez (pictured below right) returned to the Man City line-up in style hitting a 
hat-trick, while fellow Argentinean striker Sergio Aguero grabbed two. Roberto Mancini, 
aware of the threat the Canaries possessed, picked a full strength side for the game, 
combining the Argentinean flair of the strike force the silky passing of David Silva which 

would have proved too much for most sides. Man City 
opened the scoring in the 18th minute when Silva played in 
Tevez on the right-hand corner of the box at an 
improbable angle, Tevez had no doubt in his ability firing a 
lightning bolt of a shot towards the top corner before 
seeing the ball swerve massively to deceive goalkeeper 
John Ruddy and end up in the middle of the goal. Tevez 
and Aguero then produced a piece of Argentine magic to 
further their lead. Aguero played in his compatriot on the 
edge of the box, before receiving it back thanks to a clever 
back heel and with his first touch Aguero made no mistake 
in rifling the ball into the top corner. Norwich’s Andrew Surman (a half-time substitute) grabbed one back for his 
side when he took advantage after Joe Hart failed to control his box in an aerial challenge with Wilbraham simply 
half-volleying the ball into the net. Norwich pushed for an equaliser but Tevez nodded the ball over Ruddy after 
the Norwich keeper could not control a fiercely drilled shot from Yaya Toure to make it 3-1.  City’s fourth goal 
came courtesy of Aguero, he took the ball to the left side of the box, before dropping his shoulder and curling a 
beautiful shot into the bottom corner; Ruddy had no chance. Tevez completed his hat-trick in the 80th minute after 
using his pace to punish Ryan Bennett’s shocking back pass, which was never reaching Ruddy, rounding the keeper 
before simply slotting the ball into an empty net to get his hat-trick. Substitute Adam Johnson made it six after 
both he and Aguero had efforts come off of the woodwork. Aguero swung in a cross to Clichy at the back post, who 
played the ball first-time into Johnson unmarked in the box for an easy tap-in. 
 
Wolverhampton Wanderers edged closer towards relegation as their winless run under caretaker manager Terry 
Connor continued with a goalless draw at Sunderland. The Molineux club are eight points from safety with just 
four games remaining, and have now failed to win in all nine of their matches since Connor replaced Mick 

McCarthy. This result secured only their 
second point under Connor, and Wolves 
were marginally the better side in a 
desperately poor encounter at the 
Stadium of Light. 
 
Icelandic midfielder Gylfi Sigurdsson 
(pictured left) helped Swansea City beat 
struggling Blackburn Rovers 3-0 to end a 
four-game losing run in emphatic style. 
Sigurdsson opened the scoring with a 
curling left-foot shot in the 37th minute 
for his seventh goal in 14 league games 
since joining the Welsh club on loan from 
Hoffenheim in January. Nathan Dyer 

made it 2-0 just before half-time after being set up by Danny Graham and the hosts rounded off a comfortable win 
in the 63rd when the ball came off Blackburn defender Scott Dann and went over the line after Sigurdsson hit the 
post. The loss leaves Blackburn in deep trouble at second bottom in the standings, three points from safety with 
four games remaining. 
 
A fine strike by Graham Dorrans was enough for West Bromwich Albion to beat Queens Park Rangers 1-0 at the 
Hawthorns, leaving Mark Hughes’s side perilously close to the relegation zone. As the two former Fulham and 
Blackburn Rovers managers faced off in the Midlands, Dorrans buried a 30-yard piledriver on 22 minutes - 
admittedly helped by slack defending from the visitors - as the hosts largely controlled the first half. QPR had their 
chances, Bobby Zamora was only kept out by some good goalkeeping from Ben Foster in the opening half, while in 
the second period the West Londoners had the best of the play, but were unable to find an equaliser. 
 
Manchester United kept the 
five point distance between 
them and Manchester City on 
Sunday with a good 4-0 home 
win against the struggling 
Aston Villa. Ashley Young 
(pictured right), who won a 
spot-kick last week against 
QPR, was involved again, this 
time tripped by Ciaran Clark. 
Contact was again minimal, the 
fall again dramatic but Wayne 
Rooney converted before 
Danny Welbeck made it 2-0 at 
the back post. Villa improved 
after the break but Rooney and Nani sealed victory.  
 
Finally, Early strikes from Franco di Santo (pictured right) and Jordi Gomez helped Wigan ease their relegation 
worries with their first-ever points at Arsenal. Di Santo finished off a break and Gomez tapped in to give the Latics 
a 2-0 lead after eight minutes. Thomas Vermaelen's header halved the deficit midway through the opening period. 
Arsenal could not find another and wasted the chance to move eight points clear in third. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
NORWICH CITY 1-6 MANCHESTER CITY 

SUNDERLAND 0-0 WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS 
SWANSEA CITY 3-0 BLACKBURN ROVERS 

WEST BROMWICH ALBION 1-0 QUEENS PARK RANGERS 
 

Sunday 15th April 2012 
MANCHESTER UNITED 4-0 ASTON VILLA 

 
Monday 16th April 2012 

ARSENAL 1-2 WIGAN ATHLETIC 
 

 
LEAGUE TABLE 

 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MAN UTD 34 26 4 4 82 

2 MAN CITY 34 24 5 5 77 

3 ARSENAL 33 20 4 9 64 

4 SPURS 33 17 8 8 59 

5 NEWCASTLE 33 17 8 8 59 

6 CHELSEA 33 16 9 8 57 

7 EVERTON 33 13 8 12 47 

8 LIVERPOOL 33 12 10 11 46 

9 SUNDERLAND 34 11 10 13 43 

10 FULHAM 33 11 10 12 43 

11 NORWICH 34 11 10 13 43 

12 SWANSEA 34 11 9 14 42 

13 WEST BROM 34 12 6 16 42 

14 STOKE 33 11 9 13 42 

15 ASTON VILLA 33 7 14 12 35 

16 QPR 34 8 7 19 31 

17 WIGAN 33 7 10 16 31 

18 BOLTON 32 9 2 21 29 

19 BLACKBURN 34 7 7 10 28 

20 WOLVES 34 5 8 21 23 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 21st April 2012 
ARSENAL vs. CHELSEA 

ASTON VILLA vs. SUNDERLAND 
BLACKBURN ROVERS vs. NORWICH CITY 
BOLTON WANDERERS vs. SWANSEA CITY 

FULHAM vs. WIGAN ATHLETIC 
NEWCASTLE UNITED vs. STOKE CITY 

QUEENS PARK RANGERS vs. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
MANCHESTER UNITED vs. EVERTON 

LIVERPOOL vs. WEST BROMWICH ALBION 
WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS vs. MANCHESTER CITY 
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SPAIN: LIGA BBVA 
Real Madrid scored twice in the final 15 minutes as they came from behind to beat Sporting 
Gijon 3-1. Sporting had gone into a shock lead after half an hour when Miguel de Las Cuevas 
scored from the penalty spot after Sergio Ramos had ended a wonderful run by Argentine 
Oscar Trejo by handling inside the area. Gonzalo Higuain levelled matters seven minutes 
later with a free header at the back post and Cristiano Ronaldo (pictured below) finally 
made all Real's pressure in the second half count 15 minutes from time when he powered 

home Angel di Maria's cross. Roberto Canella was then sent off for the visitors for a second bookable offence and 
the hosts wrapped up all three points when Mesut Ozil's exquisite through-ball was slotted home by Karim 
Benzema to ensure Real keep the gap between them and Barca. 
 
Barcelona also came from behind to defeat 
Levante 2-1 thanks to another double from 
Lionel Messi. Jose Barkero gave the home 
team a surprise lead with a penalty before 
Lionel Messi levelled with half an hour to 
go. The Argentine stepped up to score a 
spot-kick on 72 minutes to bring his league 
tally this campaign to 41 goals, joining 
Cristiano Ronaldo in breaking the Portugal 
star's La Liga record of 40 last season (see 
page 4). Levante were awarded a penalty 
in the 22nd minute after Barkero's corner 
was poorly cleared by Victor Valdes with 
Juanfran's follow-up striking the hand of Sergio Busquets.Barkero calmly stepped up, sending Valdes the wrong way 
from the penalty spot. Levante had their chances to double the advantage before Barcelona were rewarded for 
lifting the tempo just after the hour-mark. Messi played a clever one-two with Alexis Sanchez before curling his 
effort into the bottom corner from the edge of the area. On 71 minutes, Guardiola's men were awarded a 
controversial penalty after Isaac Cuenca and Pedro Botelho came together in the area. Cuenca appeared to bring 
down Botelho after the initial contact, but the assistant referee flagged for a spot-kick. Messi stepped up and put 
his penalty into the top corner to give Barca the important win to keep them four points within the leaders. 
 
Espanyol handed Valencia a 4-0 hammering in La Liga on Sunday to dent their Champions League aspirations. Two 
goals in each half from Christian Gomez, Verdu, Alvaro Vasquez and Kalu Uche earned a first win in six games for 
Espanyol, and in some style. Espanyol are within reach of a Europa League place, a point back in ninth while 
Valencia's travails continue with the loss extending a run of only four wins in 12 league games. 
 
Claudio Bravo pulled off a string of wonderful saves to salvage a point for 10-man Real Sociedad against Champions 
League candidates Malaga at La Rosaleda. Malaga went in front after 19 minutes as Isco's shot from outside the 
area took the slightest of deflections off Ion Ansotegi and left Bravo with no chance. The hosts seemed set to move 
back into third place in the La Liga when Mikel Gonzalez was dismissed for a second bookable offence just before 
half-time, but Sociedad were level three minutes after the break as Xabi Prieto's shot from distance found the 
bottom-left corner of the net. The home side then threw everything at the Sociedad goal but found Bravo in 
unbeatable form as he saved brilliantly from Jesus Gamez, turned Salomon Rondon's overhead kick onto the post 
and then again denied the Venezuelan with a stop from point-blank range three minutes from time. 
 
Athletic Bilbao warmed up for their Europa League semi-final in midweek with a 1-0 win over Mallorca thanks to 
Fernando Llorente's 28th goal of the season. The Spanish international headed the hosts in front after just 12 
minutes as he got on the end of Ibai Gomez's free-kick, but goalkeeper Dudu Aouate will have been disappointed to 
see the ball slip between his legs and into the net. Mallorca were unfortunate not to be level before half-time as 
Pedro Bigas' shot came back off the post, but they did not seriously threaten an equaliser in the second half. 
 
Tomislav Dujmovic scored the only goal as Real Zaragoza secured a potentially priceless victory over Granada to 
move to within five points of safety. Dujmovic struck in only the sixth minute as Zaragoza moved into 18th place, 
one behind their opponents, who are still in grave danger of being sucked into the relegation zone with five games 
left. Zaragoza finished the match with 10 men following Ruben Micael's stoppage-time dismissal, but it came too 
late for Granada to take advantage.  
 
Real Betis took another step to ensuring they will definitely be playing La Liga football next season as Ruben 
Castro's goal was enough to hand them a 1-0 win over Osasuna. Castro's fine strike from just outside the area 10 
minutes before half-time was a rare moment of quality in an otherwise uninspiring first half. And any hopes of an 
Osasuna comeback after the break were dealt a blow on the hour mark when top-scorer Raul Garcia was given an 
extremely harsh red card for a foul on Jefferson Montero on the halfway line. 
 
Lautaro Acosta's last-gasp equaliser secured a point for rock-bottom Racing Santander and put a dent in Villarreal's 
bid to pull clear of the La Liga relegation zone. The home side, desperate for some good news after losing star 
striker Giuseppe Rossi for another six months this week due to a recurrence of a knee injury, appeared to be 
heading for all the points after Hernan Perez put them in front early in the second half. But in the fourth minute of 
injury time Acosta got his head onto Jairo's cross to secure a dramatic draw for the visitors. 
 
Radamel Falcao scored his 30th goal in all competitions this season to give Atletico Madrid a 1-0 win at Rayo 
Vallecano in Sunday's Spanish capital derby. Falcao made the breakthrough in the 64th minute when he latched 
onto Juanfran Torres' long pass, dribbled past goalkeeper David Cobeno as he rushed off his line and shot into the 
open net. The Colombia striker's tally of 22 league goals is the third highest in Spain this season. 
 
On Monday, in one of the most entertaining games of La Liga, Michel did not fare well against his former team as 
Getafe crushed Sevilla with a 5-1 victory at the Coliseum Alfonso Perez on Monday evening. A superb overhead goal 
by Alvaro Negredo was cancelled out by Miguel Torres' equaliser.  In the second-half, Mehdi Lacen scored the go-
ahead goal before Pedro Rios took the game over, assisting both of Miku's goals and scoring one himself. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
REAL MADRID 3-1 SPORTING GIJON 

LEVANTE 1-2 BARCELONA 
 

Sunday 15th April 2012 
ESPANYOL 4-0 VALENCIA 

REAL ZARAGOZA 1-0 GRANADA 
REAL BETIS 1-0 OSASUNA 

MALAGA 1-1 REAL SOCIEDAD 
VILLAREAL 1-1 RACING SANTANDER 

ATHLETIC BILBAO 1-0 MALLORCA 
RAYO VALLECANO 0-1 ATLETICO MADRID 

 
Monday 16th April 2012 

GETAFE 5-1 SEVILLA 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 
1 REAL MADRID 33 27 4 2 85 

2 BARCELONA 33 25 6 2 81 

3 VALENCIA 33 14 10 9 52 

4 MALAGA 33 15 6 12 51 

5 LEVANTE 33 14 6 13 48 

6 OSASUNA 33 11 13 9 46 

7 BILBAO 33 11 12 10 45 

8 ATLETICO 33 12 9 12 45 

9 SEVILLA 33 12 9 12 45 

10 ESPANYOL 33 12 9 12 45 

11 GETAFE 33 12 9 12 45 

12 BETIS 33 12 6 15 42 

13 MALLORCA 33 10 10 13 40 

14 RAYO 33 12 4 17 40 

15 SOCIEDAD 33 10 9 14 39 

16 VILLAREAL 33 8 12 13 36 

17 GRANADA 33 10 6 17 36 

18 ZARAGOZA 33 8 7 18 31 

19 GIJON 33 7 7 19 28 

20 SANTANDER 33 4 14 15 26 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

MALLORCA vs. REAL ZARAGOZA 
SPORTING GIJON vs. RAYO VALLECANO 

BARCELONA vs. REAL MADRID 
SEVILLA vs. LEVANTE 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 
GRANADA vs. GETAFE 

REAL SOCIEDAD vs. VILLAREAL 
RACING SANTANDER vs. ATHLETIC BILBAO 

ATLETICO MADRID vs. ESPANYOL 
VALENCIA vs. REAL BETIS 

 
Monday 23rd April 2012 
OSASUNA vs. MALAGA 
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GERMANY: BUNDESLIGA 
Stuttgart boosted their chances of European football next season after they outclassed 
Werder Bremen in a 4-1 win on Friday night. Martin Harnik scored twice against his former 
side as Stuttgart recovered from Swedish striker Markus Rosenberg's opening goal for Bremen 
in the 25th minute. Stuttgart equalised only twelve minutes later when Christian Gentner 
curled an excellent strike from more than 20 yards inside the top right corner. Harnik scored 
just before the interval, and the Austrian striker claimed his 17th of the season eight minutes 

into the second half.  Brazilian attacker Cacau completed the scoring with a header in the 89
th

 minute as Stuttgart 
stretched their fantastic unbeaten run to nine games. 
 
Relegation-threatened Hertha Berlin scored three goals, had a player sent off and survived a penalty miss - all in a 15-
minute period during a 3-3 draw at Bayer Leverkusen. Hapless Hertha looked set for another defeat as Andre 
Schuerrle and Stefan Kieβling scored either side of halftime to put Leverkusen 2-0 ahead. That was followed by an 
amazing spell as Pierre-Michel Lasogga headed one back in the 62nd minute followed four minutes later by a penalty 
for Leverkusen which also resulted in a red card for Hertha's Levan Kobiashvili. However, Simon Rolfes saw his spot 
kick saved by Thomas Kraft, Eren Derdiyok went wide with the rebound and five minutes later, Tunay Torun pulled 
Leverkusen level. In the 77th minute Raffael pounced on a dreadful backpass by Tranquillo Barnetta and laid the ball 
back for Torun to strike again. But Kieβling spared Leverkusen's blushes by heading his second goal with six minutes 
to play. 
 
Borussia Dortmund have almost got the ribbons on the Bundesliga trophy after they defeated third-placed Schalke 1-
0 as Bayern Munich were held 0-0 at home to Mainz, there is now a eight-point gap between Dortmund and Bayern. 
Peruvian Jefferson Farfan gave Schalke an early lead in the Ruhr derby but Lukasz Piszczek equalised in the 17th 

minute of a physical, unattractive game which 
eventually left the visitors with one hand on the 
championship trophy. Sebastian Kehl (pictured left) 
took advantage of poor defending to score the 
winner in the 63rd minute as champions Dortmund 
completed the Bundesliga double over Schalke and 
extended their unbeaten run to 25 games. 
 
Elsewhere, Hamburg moved five points clear of the 
bottom three and seven away from automatic 
relegation from the Bundesliga thanks to a 1-0 win 
over Hannover. A 12th minute goal from Heung 

Min-son was enough to earn Thorsten Fink's side all three points and restore belief after a 4-0 defeat to Hoffenheim 
in midweek had left them in the thick of a relegation battle.  
 
FC Nurnberg sent Kaiserslautern a step closer to relegation and gave themselves a comfortable cushion over the 
Bundesliga's bottom three with victory at the Betzenberg. Daniel Didavi and Tomas Pekhart scored for the Bavarians, 
who opened up a nine-point advantage over 16th-placed Cologne with three games of the season remaining, 
although Cologne still have one game in hand. The Bavarians, needing a win to practically secure their place in the top 
flight next term, carried on from where they left off with a 4-1 win over Schalke in midweek. Timothy Chandler hit the 
crossbar in the fifth minute as they took the initiative. Mike Frantz wasted their next chance in the 12th minute 
before Pekhart shot over from outside the penalty area. The hosts started to respond, but just when they were 
beginning to look dangerous, Nuremberg took the lead before the break. Didavi, who was inspirational in midweek, 
exchanged passes with Frantz before shooting unstoppably past Tobias Sippel from 20 yards out. Didavi then set up 
Pekhart for the second goal in the 73rd minute. He raced past tired looking Kaiserslautern defenders before sending 
in a cross from near the goal line to Pekhart, who nodded in unmarked to condemn Kaiserslautern to defeat and 
almost to relegation. 
 
A late goal from Sebastian Langkamp earned Augsburg a precious away win in Wolfsburg to take them four points 
clear of the relegation zone with three games left. Langkamp struck in the 88th minute after Patrick Helmes had 
equalised Torsten Oehrl's early opener for the Bavarians. The win gives the Bavarians renewed hope of securing a 
second successive season in the top flight while practically ending Wolfsburg's hopes of playing in Europe next 
season. In the 13th minute, Oehrl punished an error by Alexander Madlung as the Wolfsburg defender's attempted 
clearance cannoned off the Augsburg forward and into the goal. Wolfsburg responded and they were level in the 27th 
minute, Helmes scored his ninth goal of the season, holding off Langkamp and turning to shoot low past Simon 
Jentzsch. Felix Magath's side were growing in confidence, but Augsburg ended the game on a high, like they so often 
do, with the winner in the 88th minute. Axel Bellinghausen sent in a free-kick from the left and Langkamp got in 
between two Wolfsburg defenders to head past Benaglio from seven yards and clinch all three points for Jos 
Luhukay's men. 
 
Bayern Munich's Bundesliga title bid suffered a blow as a home stalemate against Mainz left them eight points adrift 
of the leaders Borussia Dortmund with just three games remaining. Playing with a weakened side ahead of their 
midweek Champions League semi-final first leg against Real Madrid, Bayern looked out of sorts after their midweek 
defeat to Dortmund and they failed to crack a defensive-minded Mainz. With Dortmund opening up a nine-point 
advantage at the top of the Bundesliga earlier on Saturday, Bayern coach Jupp Heynckes admitted defeat in the title 
race before his side had even taken to the field. "You have got to say that they will be deserved champions," he told 
SKY TV. "Today's (Saturday's) game confirmed that - they are practically there." 
 
Borussia Mönchengladbach were back to their devastating best against the floundering 1. FC Köln, who despite the 
introduction of new head coach Frank Schaefer were unable to turn their recent form around in the Rhine derby.  The 
Cathedral City side have looked lifeless of late and, after conceding early through a sublime Juan Arango (pictured 
right) set-piece, never looked capable of getting themselves back into the encounter. Tony Jantschke and Marco Reus 
promptly bagged a quick-fire double after the break as Köln capitulated to leave themselves in even greater danger of 
being relegated for a fifth time in their history. 
 
South-western bragging rights remained shared on Sunday evening as SC Freiburg and 1899 Hoffenheim took a point 
a piece in a 0-0 draw. Both sides showed plenty of commitment early on but as the match grew older, the tempo 
dropped considerably and neither side was able to muster a breakthrough. Having enjoyed the better of the first 45 
minutes, Freiburg failed to get going again until the final 15 and spurned the few opportunities they were presented 
with.  

 
RESULTS 

Friday 13th April 2012 
STUTTGART 4-1 WERDER BREMEN 

 
Saturday 14th April 2012 

BAYER LEVERKUSEN 3-3 HERTHA BERLIN 
SCHALKE 04 1-2 BORUSSIA DORTMUND 

HAMBURG 1-0 HANNOVER 96 
KAISERSLAUTERN 0-2 FC NURNBERG 

WOLFSBURG 1-2 AUGSBURG 
BAYERN MUNICH 0-0 MAINZ 05 

 
Sunday 15th April 2012 

BORUSSIA MONCHENGLADBACH 3-0 FC KOLN 
FREIBURG 0-0 HOFFENHEIM 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 DORTMUND 31 22 6 3 72 

2 BAYERN MUNICH 31 20 4 7 64 

3 SCHALKE 31 18 3 10 57 

4 MONCHENGLADBACH 31 16 8 7 56 

5 STUTTGART 31 14 7 10 49 

6 LEVERKUSEN 31 12 9 10 45 

7 HANNOVER 31 11 11 9 44 

8 WERDER BREMEN 31 11 9 11 42 

9 HOFFENHEIM 31 10 11 10 41 

10 WOLFSBURG 31 12 4 15 40 

11 NURNBURG 31 11 5 15 38 

12 MAINZ 31 9 10 12 37 

13 FREIBURG 31 9 9 13 36 

14 HAMBURG 31 8 10 13 34 

15 FC AUGSBURG 31 7 12 12 34 

16 FC KOLN 31 8 5 18 29 

17 HERTHA BERLIN 31 6 10 15 28 

18 KAISERSLAUTERN 31 3 11 17 20 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Friday 20th April 2012 

MAINZ 05 vs. WOLFSBURG 
 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
WERDER BREMEN vs. BAYERN MUNICH 

NURNBERG vs. HAMBURG 
HOFFENHEIM vs. BAYER LEVERKUSEN 

FC KOLN vs. STUTTGART 
HERTHA BERLIN vs. KAISERSLAUTERN 

BORUSSIA DORTMUND vs. BORUSSIA MONCHENGLADBACH 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 

AUGSBURG vs. SCHALKE 04 
HANNOVER 96 vs. FREIBURG 
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FRANCE: LIGUE 1 
LOSC Lille Métropole gave themselves breathing space in the race to finish in the top three as 
they swept aside AC Ajaccio 4-1 on Sunday with Eden Hazard among the goals. The Belgian 
international, who was playing in his 100th consecutive Ligue 1 match, was back on song as 
the champions registered a fourth win in their last five league encounters to ease six points 
clear of fourth-placed Olympique Lyonnais, who play at Toulouse FC on Wednesday. Yoann 
Poulard's 16th-minute own-goal and Joe Cole's strike eight minutes before the break provided 

the platform for the hosts with Gianni Bruno in the 81st and Hazard with a late penalty, 87
th

 minute and also finding 
the net to leave Frédéric Sammaritano's stoppage-time effort, the visitors' sole and scant consolation. 
 
Montpellier invited pressure from chasing Paris Saint-Germain after slumping to a 2-1 defeat at Lorient in Ligue 1 on 
Sunday. Mapou Yangambiwa was unlucky to break the deadlock in the 69th minute, putting through his own net to 
give Lorient the lead. Joel Campbell scored from outside the box to make it 2-0, but the cushion lasted only a minute 
before Olivier Giroud scored his 20th league goal of the season to give Montpellier hope. But for all their possession 
the visitors could not find an equaliser as their title aspirations took a hit. 
 
A 90th-minute penalty converted by Benoît Trémoulinas snatched Girondins de Bordeaux a point with a 2-2 draw at 
in-form AS Nancy Lorraine on Sunday. The hosts had looked poised to pick up a fifth straight L1 win and a sixth 
success in a magnificent seven-game unbeaten run after a 43rd minute Bakaye Traoré goal had cancelled out Yoan 
Gouffran's 17th-minute opener, and Sébastien Puygrenier put them in front on 73 minutes. However, following a 
handball in the hosts' box, Trémoulinas tucked away the spot-kick to keep Francis Gillot's men ahead of their 
opponents in the table. 
 
Bakary Sako got the winner as Saint-Etienne edged Stade Brestois 29 by 2-1 to give themselves a decent chance of 
qualifying for Europe next season. With so much at stake it was perhaps surprising that the first half was memorable 
only due to the lack of goalmouth action. The second half, however, was an altogether different story. ASSE laid 
down their marker when the impressive Max Gradel opened the scoring. The Cote d'Ivoire international converted 
from the penalty spot after his earlier cross had caught the arm of Ahmed Kantari on 48 minutes. The goal initiated a 
fine spell for the hosts and either side of the hour mark both Florent Sinama Pongolle and Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang had great chances to double the lead but neither was able to get the better of Steve Elana in the visiting 
goal. Brest then showed the home strikers how it should be done as Tunisian international Issam Jemaa showed a 
sure touch in front of goal in the 62nd minute after a pinpoint cross from Alexandre Alphonse to level things up. 
Despite that flurry from the visitors Saint-Etienne continued to have the better of the play but still they proved to be 
wasteful in their finishing. Bakary Sako, by far the best performer over the course of the match, finished with aplomb 
following some good build up play from Aubameyang.  It was his fourth goal of the season and one that ensured a 
much-needed win for Christophe Galtier's side. 
 
A fourth goal in as many matches from Modibo Maïga was enough for FC Sochaux-Montbéliard as their mini-revival 
continued with a 1-0 win against Dijon FCO on Saturday. It is getting very crowded in the bottom half of the table 
with just four points between Valenciennes in 12th and second-bottom AC Ajaccio. After this precious win (their third 
in five matches) Sochaux remain in the drop-zone but only on goal difference. Dijon meanwhile are slipping down the 
table and have now lost their last two games – both against relegation rivals. 
 
Three goals in 15 first-half minutes left Valenciennes FC stunned as Evian TG FC coasted to a 3-0 win that sees the 
newcomers cement their mid-table position. In the 28

th
 minute the visitors took the lead through Saber Khelifa, who 

slotted home after a good cross by Thomas Kahlenberg. A mere five minutes later it was 2-0 when a long ball forward 
by goalkeeper Stephan Andersen was well controlled by Kevin Berigaud who then beat two defenders before firing 
past Penneteau. The shell-shocked hosts then found themselves 3-0 down just two minutes before half-time when 
Yannick Sagbo sent the unfortunate  Penneteau the wrong way from the spot after David Ducourtioux had handled in 

the area. Valenciennes had only 
conceded eight goals at home all 
season which was the joint-best 
record in the division but their 
hopes of getting anthing out of 
the game were dashed by Evian's 
clinical finishing which saw the 
Savoy club move to 42 points with 
seven games left in the season. 
 
Paris Saint-Germain coach Carlo 
Ancelotti demanded his players 
"change their attitude" after he 
saw the title pretenders miss out 
on an opportunity to draw level 
with Montpellier Hérault SC atop 
the Ligue 1 table. Nene's 23rd-
minute strike – his 18th goal of 

the season in all competitions – at AJ Auxerre provided PSG with the hope they could close the three-point gap to the 
leaders following the south-westerners' shock defeat at FC Lorient earlier. However, PSG's Burgundy hosts took 
advantage of the visitors' failure to build on their lead, and earned themselves a valuable point through Anthony Le 
Tallec's 86th-minute leveller, though Jean-Guy Wallemme's side remain five points adrift of safety. 
 
Winger Julien Feret scored once and set up another goal as Rennes beat struggling Nice 3-1 on Monday to move into 
fifth place in the French league, boosting its chances of qualifying for the Europa League. Feret put Rennes ahead in 
the 23rd minute with a low shot, and midfielder Tongo Doumbia headed in from Feret's free kick only moments 
before the interval. Nice right back Francois Clerc scored his fourth goal of the season with a strike from 20 yards in 
the 59th, but forward Jonathan Pitroipa made the game safe late on. 

 
RESULTS 

Sunday 15th April 2012 
LILLE 4-1 AJACCIO 

LORIENT 2-1 MONTPEILLER 
NANCY 2-2 BORDEAUX 

SAINT-ETIENNE 2-1 BREST 
SOCHAUX 1-0 DIJON 

VALENCIENNES 0-3 EVIAN TG 
AUXERRE 1-1 PARIS ST. GERMAIN 

 
Monday 16th April 2012 
STADE RENNES 3-1 NICE 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MONTPELLIER 32 20 6 6 66 

2 PSG 32 18 10 4 64 

3 LILLE 32 16 11 5 59 

4 LYON 31 16 5 10 53 

5 RENNES 32 14 9 9 51 

6 ST. ETIENNE 32 14 8 10 50 

7 TOULOUSE 31 14 8 9 50 

8 BORDEAUX 32 10 13 9 43 

9 EVIAN TG 32 11 9 12 42 

10 MARSEILLE 31 10 10 11 40 

11 NANCY 32 10 10 12 40 

12 VALENCIENNES 32 10 7 15 37 

13 LORIENT 32 8 11 13 35 

14 NICE 32 8 10 14 34 

15 DIJON 32 9 7 16 34 

16 BREST 32 6 15 11 33 

17 CAEN 31 8 9 14 33 

18 SOCHAUX 32 8 9 15 33 

19 AJACCIO 32 7 12 13 33 

20 AUXERRE 32 5 13 14 28 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Wednesday 18th April 2012 

MARSEILLE vs. CAEN 
TOULOUSE vs. LYON 

 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

BREST vs. STADE RENNES 
CAEN vs. SAINT-ETIENNE 

DIJON vs. LILLE 
EVIAN TG vs. TOULOUSE 

MONTPEILLIER vs. VALENCIENNES 
NICE vs. AUXERRE 

BORDEAUX vs. MARSEILLE 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
AJACCIO vs. NANCY 

PARIS ST. GERMAIN vs. SOCHAUX 
LYON vs. LORIENT 
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FRANCE: COUPE DE LA LIGUE Final 
Substitute Brandao (pictured lower right) scored an extra-time 

winner as Marseille beat Lyon 1-0 on Saturday to win the 

League Cup for the third straight year, ending a run of 12 

matches without a win and salvaging a miserable season with a 

place in the Europa League. The Brazilian struck in the 104th 

minute, beating goalkeeper Hugo Lloris from close range after latching onto Benoit Cheyrou's cross from the left. Neither 

goalkeeper was properly tested until the 64th minute, when Lloris tipped Morgan Amalfitano's header onto the post following 

a fine cross from Mathieu Valbuena. Didier Deschamps is the first coach to win the League Cup three times, and Marseille will 

be mightily relieved after losing 11 and drawing one of its past 12 matches to slip to ninth place in the French league. Lyon, 

meanwhile, has a chance to make amends in the French Cup final in two weeks' time. Winger Andre Ayew twice went close 

with headers in the closing stages. Marseille pressed early on and Loic Remy almost latched onto Rod Fanni's cross from the 

right in the seventh minute. In a poor first half, Marseille pushed forward down both flanks, with left-winger Ayew often an 

outlet. But there was little in the way of creativity amid some thudding challenges from both sides. Lyon winger Michel Bastos 

drove a low shot across Marseille's goalmouth late in the first half, but the ball just eluded striker Lisandro Lopez as he tried to 

get a foot onto it. Marseille winger Mathieu Valbuena found space and tried his luck with a shot from just outside the penalty 

area early in the second half, but his tame effort went wide, while Lyon midfielder Kim Kallstrom's freekick flew straight into 

the wall shortly after. Striker Bafetimbi Gomis rose to meet Kallstrom's corner late on but headed wide with the match petering 

out into extra time. After the game, Marseille manager Didier Deschamps was quoted "It does not change the fact we're having 

a bad season but it's a trophy and nobody can take that away from me, not even my worst enemies,". As a player and a coach, 

the former France midfielder Deschamps has a tremendous record in the Stade de France, and has lost only one game at the 

Paris venue, a 3-2 defeat against Russia in 1999. "I told the players to be positive," he said. "They did what they had to do and 

they deserve this trophy." Lyon will have another chance to lift some silverware when they meet third division Quevilly in the 

French Cup final later this month. But the beaten finalists, who did not have a shot on target throughout the 120 minutes, 

finished the game with 10 men after defender Dejan Lovren picked up a second yellow card in the last minute. "We were timid, 

we made a lot of mistakes but Marseille also did not let us play our game," said Lyon coach Remi Garde. "We were not efficient 

enough and some of my players were not fresh enough. We still have two objectives," he said, referring to the French Cup final 

and fourth-placed Lyon's bid to clinch third position in Ligue 1 – a finish that would give them a Champions League playoff spot 

next season. 

 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
LYON 0-1 MARSEILLE (A.E.T.) 

 
 
 

 

 

OLYMPIQUE MARSEILLE – 2012 COUPE DE LA LIGUE CHAMPIONS 
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NETHERLANDS: EREDIVISIE 
PSV Eindhoven recorded a 3-2 win over AZ played in Saturday evening's encounter. The 
Boeren took the lead in the 17th minute, courtesy of some woeful goalkeeping from AZ’s 
Esteban. Jermain Lens sent a fairly timid shot towards goal, which somehow found its way to 
the back of the net after the stopper mistimed his collection.  AZ responded just six minutes 
later, levelling matters through a spectacular effort from Jozy Altidore. The American was 
gifted yards of space some 30 yards out, and left goalkeeper Przemyslaw Tyton helpless with 

a drilling shot towards the top corner. Roy Beerens grabbed his third goal of the season, firing his side into a 2-1 lead 
in the 34th minute. Simple link-up play with Maarten Martens allowed the winger to unleash a thundering effort past 
an exposed Tyton, clattering the inside of the post in the process. Lens would pop up again as PSV would find an 

equaliser in the 76th minute. The 
Dutchman did well to control a long ball 
from young prodigy Memphis Depay, 
before firing home past a charging 
Esteban. PSV went in avid search for a 
winner late on to keep their title 
hopes/Champions League qualification 
alive and found a last-minute 
breakthrough through Slovenian striker 
Tim Matavz (pictured scoring left). A 
tussle in the Alkmaar box saw the ball fall 
to Matavz, who gratefully converted with 
seconds of injury time remaining. 

 
Feyenoord grabbed a derby 3-0 win over Excelsior to keep in the title race. Prolific on-loan Swedish striker John 
Guidetti's early goal gave them a half-time lead and Jordy Clasie and Jerson Cabral ensured victory before the hour 
mark. Guidetti's eighth-minute opener came after a well-worked short corner routine. Clasie worked the ball back to 
the Manchester City player, who fired home from 25 yards with keeper Wesley de Ruiter unsighted. The home side 
dominated the first half, with Cabral shooting wide in the 16th minute and De Ruiter forced to tip over Guidetti's 
deflected shot moments later. The Swede curled in a free-kick in the 37th minute which was superbly tipped over by 
De Ruiter, who then denied Cabral after a nice one-two with Otman Bakkal. It took only four minutes of the second 
half for Feyenoord to double their lead, Kelvin Leerdam crossing from the right for Clasie to sweep the ball home. 
And it was 3-0 in the 58th minute to kill the game off and give Feyenoord the victory. 
 
Eredivisie top scorer Bas Dost hit his third hat-trick of the season, to take his season tally to 28, in Heerenveen’s 4-2 
away win against NEC Nijmegen.  NEC were ahead 2-0 thanks to goals from young on-loan striker Genero Zeefuik. The 
home side opened the scoring after 13 minutes as Lasse Schone set up Zeefuik who netted from close range. Four 
minutes before half-time they extended their lead when Navarone Foor passed to Zeefuik who shot into the corner 
to reward NEC’s dominance. Dost scored his first of the game in the 66th minute as Heerenveen began to play much 
better than they had in the first half. Luciano Narsingh set up the chance for Dost who shot in from 15 yards. Dost 
made the home side pay for missing chances to kill the game off in the 71st minute as he slid in to score from close 
range after Filip Djuricic had crossed from the left. The hat-trick was complete in the 80th as Dost volleyed home from 
close range from a Narsingh cross. Narsingh then made it a trio of assists in injury time when he passed to Assaidi 
who fired into the bottom right corner of the goal as visitors completed their comeback win. 
 
In a must-win game for FC Twente, they welcomed lowly NAC Breda to the Grolsch Veste stadium and failed to take 
the three points to help their title charge. Steve McClaren’s Twente side were expected to dominate but failed to 
make an impression in the first half. Breda started the second-half strongly and 19-year-old Alex Schalk unexpectedly 
putting the visitors ahead in the 56th minute. Five minutes later Twente finally came to life and levelled the score as 
Luuk De Jong scythed down the NAC defence to put away his 22nd goal of the season. Twente now looked a different 
side and de Jong had his second goal two minutes later and after taking more than an hour to find their rhythm, 
Twente's title hopes were alive once more. NAC staged a dramatic comeback in the dying moments of the match and 
Nourdin Boukhari headed in from close range after good work from Omer Bayram. It ended 2-2 and after seeing his 
side squander the chance to go second in the league, McClaren left pitchside before the final whistle in disgust. 
 
Roda JC enhanced their prospects of a Europa League play-off berth as Robbie Wielaert's goal ten minutes before 
half-time sealed a 1-0 victory over FC Groningen at Euroborg on Sunday. The Kerkrade club inflicted a tenth defeat in 
12 games on Groningen, whose own fading hopes of a top-eight finish took another major dent. It was only Roda's 
third win on the road in the Eredivisie this season. 
 
Renato Ibarra's goal on the hour mark earned Vitesse Arnhem a 1-0 win over ADO Den Haag to further consolidate 
their seventh-placed position in the table. Ecuadorian midfielder Ibarra was teed up by Marco van Ginkel for the only 
goal at the Gelredome. Despite the defeat, ADO remain in 14th place, seven points clear of the drop zone, but Vitesse 
now look a strong bet to feature in the Europa League qualification play-offs. 
 
Leaders Ajax consolidated their position at the top of the table with a convincing 3-1 win over strugglers De 
Graafschap. Derk Boerrigter, back after a long spell of injury woes, opened the Ajax scoring after three minutes and 
effectively settled the match on the stroke of halftime finishing an excellent move from Jan Vertonghen. Christian 
Eriksen's (pictured above right with Theo Janssen) scored Ajax’s second as the hosts took a dominant lead, with 
Michael de Leeuw's score on the stroke of half-time scant consolation for the visitors. The result moves Ajax six 
points clear of AZ Alkmaar and Feyenoord, who are tied for second place with 58 points. 
 
Frank Demouge scored twice as FC Utrecht came from behind to beat VVV Venlo 4-2 at Nieuw Galgewaard. Barry 
Maguire opened the scoring for the visitors in the ninth minute before Michael Uchebo doubled VVV's advantage. 
Davy Bulthuis pulled one back for the home side just before the half-hour mark, with Demouge scoring a goal in each 
half to put the game out of VVV's reach, before Alexander Gerndt's late strike rubbed salt into the wound. The result 
leaves VVV stuck in the relegation zone while Utrecht moved into 11th place and closer to safety. 
 
In Sunday's final game, SC Heracles played out a 1-1 draw at home to RKC Waalwijk as Lerin Duarte put the hosts 
ahead just before the break and Jeff Stans levelled on 52 minutes. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
PSV EINDHOVEN 3-2 AZ ALKMAAR 

FEYENOORD 3-0 EXCELSIOR 
NEC 2-4 HEERENVEEN 

FC TWENTE 2-2 NAC BREDA 
 

Sunday 15th April 2012 
FC GRONINGEN 0-1 RODA JC 
VITESSE 1-0 ADO DEN HAAG 
AJAX 3-1 DE GRAAFSCHAP 

FC UTRECHT 4-2 VVV VENLO 
HERACLES 1-1 RKC WAALWIJK 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 AJAX 30 19 7 4 64 

2 AZ 30 17 7 6 58 

3 FEYENOORD 30 17 7 6 58 

4 FC TWENTE 30 16 9 5 57 

5 PSV 30 17 6 7 57 

6 HEERENEVEEN 30 16 9 5 57 

7 VITESSE 30 14 6 10 48 

8 RKC WAALWIJK 30 12 5 13 41 

9 RODA JC 30 13 2 15 41 

10 NEC 30 12 4 14 40 

11 HERACLES 30 10 7 13 37 

12 FC UTRECHT 30 9 9 12 36 

13 FC GRONINGEN 30 10 5 15 35 

14 ADO DEN HAAG 30 8 8 14 33 

15 NAC BREDA 30 8 7 15 31 

16 VVV VENLO 30 7 4 19 25 

17 DE GRAAFSCHAP 30 5 4 21 19 

18 EXCELSIOR 30 4 6 20 18 

 
 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Friday 20th April 2012 

RODA JC vs. NAC BREDA 
 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
HEERENVEEN vs. VITESSE 

DE GRAAFSCHAP vs. HERACLES 
RKC WAALWIJK vs. FC UTRECHT 

EXCELSIOR vs. FC TWENTE 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
ADO DEN HAAG vs. FEYENOORD 

AZ ALKMAAR vs. VVV VENLO 
PSV EINDHOVEN vs. NEC 
AJAX vs. FC GRONINGEN 
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PORTUGAL: TAÇA DA LIGA 
Benfica the victors, Javier Saviola the hero. 
Argentine stiker Javier Saviola, who has become a 
bit of a forgotten man at Benfica, came off the 
bench to score the winning goal with his first touch 

as his team lifted their fourth successive Taça da Liga in front of a 
tremendous atmosphere in Coimbra on Saturday night. Benfica have 
monopolised this tournament of sorts as they have won four out of five competitions. The only time the Eagles 
were not champions was in 2007/2008 season, when the Vitoria Setubal took the cup.It was a very even game until 
Rodrigo had given Benfica a half-time lead. After some great work from Bruno César beating two players and 
crossing perfectly for Rodrigo to finish with ease. The game looked to be going to a penalty shoot-out after Ze 
Luis's equaliser in the 78th minute. The Cape Verdean scoring with a great acrobatic volleyed finish after the ball 
fell to him in front of the goalkeeper.  Saviola (pictured below) got the winner after young Belgian Axel Witsel’s 
shot was saved from a long throw and the substitute pounced on the rebound in the 82

nd
 minute. Witsel which has 

been scouted by some big European clubs, won the man of the match award.  He later told the press of his joy 
winning the Taca da Liga. “I am very happy. We played well, was a good game, and for us it was important to win 
this title. It was difficult, they drew, but continued to play and we do 2-1 and win. I am also pleased because it was 
my first trophy in Portugal” 
 

 
 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
BENFICA 2-1 GIL VICENTE 

 

 
 

 

 
S.L. BENFICA – 2012 TAÇA DA LIGA CHAMPIONS 
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RUSSIA: RUSSIAN FOOTBALL PREMIER LEAGUE 
In the Championship section of the league, Lokomotiv Moscow’s Champions League 
qualification chances took a blow when they failed to take all three points away to FC 
Kuban Krasnodar on Saturday. The visitors had seemed set for all three points after Roman 
Pavlyucheko's goal on the hour mark. The Russia international took down a high ball and 
jinked inside Igor Armas before firing low past Alexander Belenov in the Kuban goal. It was 
Pavlyuchenko's second goal in six appearances since returning from Tottenham Hotspur 

during the winter break. But Pizzelli had other ideas, placing a precision shot into Guilherme's top left corner with 
the Brazilian goalkeeper stranded and the game finished 1-1. 
 
Vladimir Bystrov's diving header and Andrei Arshavin's late volley gave Zenit St. Petersburg a 2-0 win over CSKA 
Moscow on Saturday to all but seal the title with five games remaining. Bystrov crashed his header off goalkeeper 
Igor Akinfeev and into the net on 63 minutes after a knockdown from Alexander Kerzhakov. CSKA battled for an 
equaliser but without injured midfielders Keisuke Honda and Alan Dzagoev they failed to create any serious 
threat. Kerzhakov then turned supplier to cross to substitute Arshavin, who rifled home a hip-level volley with 
Akinfeev motionless in the dying seconds. The visitors came closest through top scorer Seydou Doumbia, who 
smashed against the top of the crossbar in the first half. It means Zenit go 14 points clear with 15 points left to 
play for, meaning a second successive championship is mathematically theirs with a single draw from the 
remaining games, or if CSKA stumble again. They can secure it next Saturday in Krasnodar against Dan Petrescu's 
FC Kuban Krasnodar. 
 

A rare goal from Czech defender Marek 
Suchy (pictured celebrating left) and a 
twelveth of the season for Emmanuel 
Emenike brought Spartak Moscow a 2-0 
victory over Rubin Kazan on Sunday, 
lifting the Muscovites to second in the 
league. Suchy struck only his third goal in 
over 50 games for Spartak when the ball 
fell to him in the box, firing into the roof 
of the net on 74 minutes. Nigerian 
striker Emenike made it two eight 
minutes later, passing wide to Ari before 
storming into the area and heading 
home the Brazilian's cross. 

 
A deflected strike from Vladimir Rykov handed Dynamo Moscow a 1-0 win at Anzhi on Sunday and third place in 
the Russian Premier League. Defender Rykov took a shot from 30 yards out that took a big deflection off 
Christopher Samba, wrong-footing Vladimir Gabulov in the Anzhi goal and flying into the corner. It was against the 
run of play and Dynamo's first effort on goal on 33 minutes. Anzhi hit the crossbar, post, and had a shot cleared 
off the line all in the same episode on 10 minutes and the highest paid player in the world Samuel Eto’o (pictured 
below) once again failed to hit the net. Although Guus Hiddink's side dominated for large swathes they never 
came close in scoring. 

In the relegation 
group, FC Tom 
Tomsk scored their 
biggest win of a 
wretched season on 
Saturday with a 3-0 
home victory over 
Terek Grozny. 
Defender Roman 
Nakhushev placed a 
pinpoint free kick 
into the top corner 
in first-half stoppage 
time to open the 
scoring for the 
Siberians. The 
second came on 68 
minutes, a bullet 
header from Ilya 
Gultyayev leaving 

Terek goalkeeper Yaroslav Godzyur with no chance. Denis Boyarintsev lashed home five minutes before time to 
give Tomsk just their seventh league win of the season. 
 
Sergei Kornilenko hit a brace to give the Krylya Sovetov a 2-1 comeback win over nine-man Amkar Perm. 
Kornilenko hit a penalty to cancel out Georgi Peev's opener on the stroke of half time. The Belarusian poked 
home a second just three minutes later to seal the win. A minute later, Amkar's Sergey Volkov earned a second 
booking after remonstrating with the referee over a supposed offside. Kornilenko on 76 minutes missed a hat-
trick chance from the penalty spot, but Montenegrin midfielder Mitar Novakovic received a second yellow for the 
challenge that led to it. 
 
Spartak Nalchik broke a run of six successive defeats with a 3-0 victory over FC Volga on Sunday. Midfielder 
Roman Kontsedalov struck the first from the penalty spot on 37 minutes, after Georgian defender Gia Grigalava 
pushed Alexander Shchanitsin in the box. The second came 10 minutes into the second half from young striker 
Magomed Mitrishev, whose low shot was spilled into the net by Volga goalkeeper Ilya Abaev. Striker Daniel 
Buitrago scored a third, his first for the club since joining from Latvian side FK Spartaks in the winter. The 
Colombian pounced on a defensive lapse to round Abaev and finish. 
 
On Monday, Dmitri Kirichenko nailed a injury time equaliser to earn FK Rostov a 1-1 at home to FK Krasnodar. 
A penalty scored by Yura Movsisyan in the 74th minute put Krasnodar ahead but they were unable to hold on for 
the three points 

 
RESULTS 

 
CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
FC KUBAN KRASNODAR 1-1 LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 

ZENIT ST. PETERSBURG 2-0 CSKA MOSCOW 
 

Sunday 15th April 2012 
SPARTAK MOSCOW 2-0 RUBIN KAZAN 

ANZHI MAKHACHKALA 0-1 DINAMO MOSCOW 
 

RELEGATION GROUP 
Saturday 14th April 2012 

TOM TOMSK 3-0 TEREK GROZNY 
KRYLYA SOVETOV 2-1 AMKAR PERM 

 
Sunday 15th April 2012 

SPARTAK NALCHIK 3-0 VOLGA 
 

Monday 16th April 2012 
FK ROSTOV 1-1 FK KRASNODAR 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

CHAMPIONS GROUP 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ZENIT 39 22 14 3 80 

2 SPARTAK 39 19 11 9 68 

3 DINAMO 39 19 9 11 66 

4 CSKA 39 17 15 7 66 

5 LOKOMOTIV 39 18 10 11 64 

6 RUBIN KAZAN 39 16 14 9 62 

7 ANZHI 39 16 12 11 60 

8 KUBAN KRASNODAR 39 15 11 13 56 

 
RELEGATION GROUP 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

9 FK KRASNODAR 39 14 11 14 53 

10 AMKAR PERM 39 12 11 16 47 

11 TEREK GROZNY 39 12 8 19 44 

12 FK ROSTOV 39 11 10 18 43 

13 KRYLYA SOVETOV 39 9 13 17 40 

14 VOLGA 39 11 5 23 38 

15 TOM TOMSK 39 7 11 21 32 

16 SPARTAK NALCHIK  39 7 9 23 30 

 

 
FIXTURES 

CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

DINAMO MOSCOW vs. CSKA MOSCOW 
KUBAN KRASNODAR vs. ZENIT ST. PETERSBURG 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 

SPARTAK MOSCOW vs. ANZHI MAKHACHKALA 
LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW vs. RUBIN KAZAN 

 

RELEGATION GROUP 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

AMKAR PERM vs. SPARTAK NALCHIK 
VOLGA vs. TOM TOMSK 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 

TEREK GROZNY vs. FK KRASNODAR 
KRYLYA SOVETOV vs. FK ROSTOV 
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SCOTLAND: WILLIAM HILL SCOTTISH CUP – Semi-Finals 
Hibernian set-up an all-Edinburgh Scottish Cup final against bitter rivals Hearts after Leigh 
Griffiths' (pictured below) late strike secured a 2-1 win over Aberdeen at Hampden Park. 
Hibernian went ahead within three minutes as Garry O'Connor notched his 15th goal of the 
season but Rory Fallon cancelled out his strike with a stunning second-half chipping volley.  
With the match heading into extra-time Griffiths combined with O'Connor and sent the Hibs' 
fans wild with a late winner Hibs now have the chance to win the trophy for the first time 

amazingly since all the way back to 1902. 
 

 
 
Hibs rivals Heart of Midlothian defeated Celtic 2-1 on Sunday in the second semi-final. After a largely forgettable first 
half Rudi Skacel opened the scoring for Hearts just after the break. Craig Beattie's pass took a nick off Kevin Wilson 
and into the path of the Hearts striker, who rounded Celtic keeper Fraser Forster before rifling into the roof of the 
net. Celtic enjoyed the majority of possession after Hearts opener. Ki Sung-Yueng - who had hit the post in the first 
half - found the outside of the post for the second time in the game, and as the pressure intensified Anthony Stokes 
missed from a yard out. Four minutes from time though Celtic striker Gary Hooper headed in the equaliser. Charlie 
Mulgrew was allowed time on the left and Hooper converted from 6 yards to bring Celtic level. With only minutes 
remaining the game then looked destined for extra time, but in stoppage time, referee Euan Norris dramatically 
awarded Hearts a penalty, when Marius Zaliukas' shot hit the arm of Joe Ledley. It was left to former Celtic player 
Beattie to step up and fire the ball into the centre of the net with the helpless Forster diving to the left. However, 
Beattie (pictured below with other goalscorer Skacel) became the Hearts hero with his spot-kick, although there was 
still time for Celtic to be denied a penalty when the ball appeared to come off the arm of defender Andy Webster as 
Hearts defended for their lives. The result is a blow for Celtic whose fans dreamed of a double, but sets up the first all 
Edinburgh cup final between Hearts and Hibs since 1896. 
 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
ABERDEEN 1-2 HIBERNIAN 

 
Sunday 15th April 2012 

CELTIC 1-2 HEARTS 
 
 
 

FIXTURES 
FINAL 

Saturday 19th May 2012 
HIBERNIAN vs. HEARTS 

 
 

HIBS-HEARTS FACTS 
The last time both Edinburgh sides met in the Scottish Cup 
final was in 1896 when Hearts beat Hibs 3-1 on March 14 
at Logie Green Park, the only final ever to be played out of 
Glasgow. Goals by Willie Mason, Willie Michael and Alex 
King to Hibs sole strike from John O'Neill made Hearts 
history that year. 
 The last time Hibs won the tournament was 
six years later in 1902. 
  
 Hearts most recent cup final victories were in 
1956 when they defeated Celtic 3-1, 1998 when a 2-1 
scoreline earned victory against Rangers and a close 
fought 1-1 draw against Gretna after full time ended in a 
dramatic 4-2 penalties win. 
 
 Hibs failed to capitalise on home advantage 
the last time both clubs met in the competition when 
Hearts ran out 2-0 winers at Easter Road in season 
2008/2009 in the 4th round. Previously Hearts inflicted a 
4-0 semi-final defeat on Hibs at Hampden in 2006 on their 
way to winning the trophy. 
 
 The first ever Edinburgh derby was played at 
the Meadows in Edinburgh on Christmas Day 1875 when 

Hearts were recorded as 1-0 winners. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 
 

ARGENTINA: PRIMERA DIVISION CLAUSURA 
Mauro Boselli scored in the last minute to rescue a point for Estudiantes in a 2-2 draw with 
Colon Santa Fe in the Clausura. Gaston Fernandez put Estudiantes ahead on the stroke of half-
time, but second-half efforts from Ivan Moreno y Fabianesi and Gerardo Alcoba turned the 
match around. Boselli then struck to ensure the spoils were shared, leaving his side four points 
off the top of the table ahead of the rest of the weekend's fixtures. 
 

Independiente defeated their cross-the-street rivals Racing Club 4-1 in a ferocious Avellaneda Derby on Saturday at 
Estadio Libertadores de América. Striker Facundo Parra (pictured below) scored twice for the home side in the biggest 
game of the first division since the relegation last year of River Plate whose derby with Boca Juniors is the Argentine 
'superclasico'. Racing had teenage midfielder Bruno Zuculini and Colombia striker Teó Gutiérrez sent off between the 
58th and 69th minutes. This was Gutiérrez's second red card in the championship. Former Argentina coach Alfio Basile 
resigned as manager of Racing after this game.  Racing did take the lead following a defensive blunder by home captain 
Gabriel Milito midway through the first half. Striker Gabriel Hauche latched on to the former Barcelona centre back's 
poor clearance on the right wing, raced into the box and passed square to Gutierrez who tapped the ball in.   
Independiente had more of the ball 
and a defensive error at the other 
end allowed them to equalise in 
the 36th minute. A curling free kick 
on the left by midfielder Osmar 
Ferreyra was not cleared and the 
unmarked Parra fired high into the 
roof of the net. Hauche almost put 
Racing ahead again from the 
restart, charging on to the ball 
through a gap in the defence but he 
shot high over advancing 
goalkeeper Adrian Gabbarini. 
Racing's holding midfielder Agustin 
Pelletieri cleared an Independiente chance off the line two minutes into the second half as the home side continued to 
take the game to their opponents. Ten minutes later referee Sergio Pezzotta controversially ruled Zuculini had pushed 
Independiente's Patricio Rodriguez, awarding a penalty. Zuculini was shown the red and Parra converted from the spot 
to put the home side 2-1 up. Gutierrez, who has a reputation for being involved in controversial incidents, was then 
dismissed for dissent after apparently insulting Pezzotta. Pelletieri almost equalised for Racing in the 78th minute 
before Independiente killed them off with goals in added time from substitute Patricio Vidal and Rodriguez. Racing 
coach Alfio Basile resigned after the loss with his team on only nine points from 10 matches. Racing was one of the 
favourites entering the season and has been the major disappointment of the Clausura season. The dressing room has 
really broke down and Teó Gutiérrez finds himself at the center of this major issue.  The team finally had enough of his 
antics and after the match, he got into a fist fight with goalkeeper Sebastian Saja and then would pull out a toy gun on 
him.  After the team got onto the bus, he decided to leave on his own and in a cab. 
 
All Boys pulled themselves into sixth place in the standings, level on points with Estudiantes, as they won 2-1 at 
basement boys Olimpo. Mauro Matos put the visitors ahead after seven minutes, but Nestor Bareiro equalised 15 
minutes later. Martin Zapata struck in the 68th minute to claim the points for All Boys. 
 
Two first-half goals from Emmanuel Gigliotti lifted San Lorenzo to a 3-0 victory over Godoy Cruz. Substitute Christian 
Chavez added a third eight minutes before the end. That defeat for Godoy Cruz cost former Argentina international 
goalkeeper Nery Pumpido (p[ictured below) his job as manager. 
 

Velez Sarsfield's attempts to go second in the Clausura table were 
scuppered when their match at San Martin San Juan was abandoned 
because of crowd trouble while they were 3-1 up. A Cristian Grabinski 
own goal gave Velez the lead in the 32nd minute, but Facundo 
Affranchino levelled a minute before the break. Substitute Leandro 
Velazquez re-established the visitors' lead ten minutes from time and 
Lucas Pratto grabbed a third five minutes later, but in the 87th 
minute the referee called a halt to proceedings when fans invaded 
the pitch. 
 
Revitalised under the stewardship of Gerardo Tata Martino, Newell’s 
Old Boys made it five wins out of six by easing past Banfield 3-0 to 

pull level with Boca Juniors at the top of the table on 20 points. Santiago Vergini, Fabian Munoz and Victor Romero 
were the men on target for the Rosario side. 
 
Also on Sunday, Argentinos Juniors and Belgrano Cordoba, finished 0-0, with Juan Sabia sent off for the hosts after 70 
minutes. 
 
Arsenal Sarandi, who slipped to a 1-0 defeat at Union Santa Fe. Juan Cavallo scored the only goal seven minutes into 
the second half, while Arsenal had Jorge Ortiz sent off moments from the end. 
 
An own-goal by Boca Juniors’ Rolando Schiavi handed a 2-1 victory to Tigre on Sunday and dropped the famous Buenos 
Aires club into a tie for first place in Argentina's first division. Diego Morales' 27th minute free kick gave Tigre a 1-0 lead 
before Boca's Juan Insaurralde's equalising in the 79th minute. Schiavi headed the ball past keeper Agustin Orion in the 
88th as he was tried to defend a Tigre free kick. 
 
On Monday, Lanus ended their horror seven-game winless run with a 1-0 home win over Atletico Rafaela in the 
Argentinian Clausura. Mario Regueiro scored the winning goal from the penalty spot after 37 minutes to lift Lanus off 
the foot of the table. The Buenos Aires club had taken just a single point from their past seven games, five of which 
were 1-0 defeats, to leave them in early-season trouble. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
ESTUDIANTES 2-2 COLON DE SANTE FE 

INDEPENDIENTE 4-1 RACING CLUB 
OLIMPO 1-2 ALL BOYS 

SAN LORENZO 3-0 GODOY CRUZ 
 

Sunday 15th April 2012 
SAN MARTIN SAN JUAN A-A VELEZ SARSFIELD 

NEWELLS OLD BOYS 3-0 BANFIELD 
ARGENTINOS JUNIORS 0-0 BELGRANO 

UNION SANTE FE 1-0 ARSENAL 
 

Monday 16th April 2012 
TIGRE 2-1 BOCA JUNIORS 

LANUS 1-0 ATLETICO RAFAELA 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 BOCA JUNIORS 10 6 2 2 20 

2 NEWELLS OLD BOYS 10 6 2 2 20 

3 ARSENAL 10 5 3 2 18 

4 TIGRE 10 5 2 3 17 

5 VELEZ 9 4 4 1 16 

6 ESTUDIANTES 10 4 4 2 16 

7 ALL BOYS 10 4 4 2 16 

8 UNION SANTE FE 10 3 6 1 15 

9 BELGRANO 10 4 3 3 15 

10 COLON DE SANTE FE 10 3 5 2 14 

11 INDEPENDIENTE 10 4 1 5 13 

12 ARGENTINOS JRS 10 3 3 4 12 

13 SAN LORENZO 10 3 3 4 12 

14 ATLETICO RAFAELA 9 3 1 5 10 

15 SAN MARTIN 9 2 3 4 9 

16 RACING CLUB 10 2 3 5 9 

17 GODOY CRUZ 10 1 6 3 9 

18 BANFIELD 10 2 3 5 9 

19 LANUS 9 2 1 6 7 

20 OLIMPO 10 2 1 7 7 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

TIGRE vs. OLIMPO 
COLON vs. ARGENTINOS JUNIORS 

ATLETICO RAFAELA vs. ESTUDIANTES 
VELEZ SARSFIELD vs. LANUS 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 

RACING CLUB vs. SAN MARTIN SAN JUAN 
ALL BOYS vs. UNION SANTE FE 
BANFIELD vs. SAN LORENZO 

GODOY CRUZ vs. INDEPENDIENTE 
BELGRANO vs. BOCA JUNIORS 

 
Monday 23rd April 2012 

ARSENAL vs. NEWELL’S OLD BOYS 
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BRAZIL: CAMPEONATO PAULISTA A1 
Santos capped its centenary celebrations with a 5-0 rout of Catanduvense in the Sao Paulo state 
championship on Sunday, getting a goal from Neymar and two by Paulo Henrique Ganso - 
including a remarkable lon of the goalkeeper. Ganso opened the scoring after a pass by Neymar 
in the 25th, controlling the ball at the top of the area and sending a perfect lob over the 
goalkeeper, receiving a standing ovation at the Vila Belmiro. Santos, made famous by Pele in the 
1960s, turned 100 on Saturday, and remains a force in Latin American football. Now it's the likes 

of the 20-year-old Neymar and the 22-year-old Ganso who are keeping the traditional club in the spotlight. Ganso also 
scored in the 71st, while Neymar got his goal in the 65th and participated in two others. Striker Borges netted in the 
33rd and 84th as defending champion Santos finished the first stage of the competition in third place in the 20-team 
standings. The top eight clubs had already secured a spot in the playoffs and the final round only determined which 
teams would play at home in the next stage. 
 

Corinthians finished first with 46 points after beating 
Ponte Preta 2-1 in Campinas, three points ahead of Sao 
Paulo, which lost 2-1 to Linense in Lins. 
 
Luiz Felipe Scolari's Palmeiras drew last-placed Comercial 
2-2 at home despite playing nearly the entire second half 
with a two-men advantage because of red cards to 
Comercial players. Palmeiras had an apparent legitimate 
goal disallowed for offside in the final minutes. 
 
In the playoffs, it will be Corinthians vs. Ponte Preta, Sao 
Paulo vs. Bragantino, Santos vs. Mogi Mirim and Guarani 
vs. Palmeiras and we will have coverage them next week. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The new Campeonato Brasileiro Série A season begins in May, keep an eye out for 
our full season preview here in World Football Weekly and on the website. 
 

 

 
RESULTS 

Sunday 15th April 2012 
SANTOS 5-0 CATANDUVENSE 
PALMEIRAS 2-2 COMERCIAL 

PONTE PRETA 1-2 CORINTHIANS 
LINENSE 2-1 SAO PAULO 

OESTE 4-2 ITUANO 
MIRASSOL 4-2 PORTUGUESA  
PAULISTA 2-0 BRAGANTINO 

MOGI MIRIM 2-2 XV DE PIRACICABA 
GUARATINGUETA 2-2 SAO CAETANO 

BOTAFOGO 2-1 GUARANI 
 

FINAL LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 CORINTHIANS 19 14 4 1 46 

2 SAO PAULO 19 13 4 2 43 

3 SANTOS 19 12 3 4 39 

4 GUARANI 19 11 3 5 36 

5 PALMEIRAS 19 10 6 3 36 

6 MOGI MIRIM 19 10 5 4 35 

7 BRAGANTINO 19 8 5 6 29 

8 PONTE PRETA 19 8 4 7 28 

9 MIRASSOL 19 6 7 6 25 

10 OESTE 19 6 7 6 25 

11 LINENSE 19 6 5 8 23 

12 SAO CAETANO 19 5 8 6 23 

13 PAULISTA 19 7 1 11 22 

14 ITUANO 19 5 5 9 20 

15 BOTAFOGO SP 19 6 1 12 19 

16 XV DE PIRACICABA 19 5 3 11 18 

17 PORTUGUESA 19 4 6 9 18 

18 GUARATINGUETA 19 4 3 12 15 

19 CATANDUVENSE 19 2 7 10 13 

20 COMERCIAL 19 3 3 13 12 

 
FIXTURES 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 

QUARTER-FINALS 
CORINTHIANS vs. PONTE PRETA 

GUARANI vs. PALMEIRAS 
SAO PAULO vs. BRAGANTINO 

SANTOS vs. MOGI MIRIM 
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NORTH AMERICA 
 

MEXICO: 1a DIVISION FIRST STAGE CLAUSURA 
A goal in the 87th minute of play by Argentine Rubens Sambueza gave Tecos the 1-1 and a 
breath of life for another week in their battle to avoid relegation.  The Guadalajara-based team 
gave up a goal to Brazilian Lucas Silva six minutes into the game.  La Franja was not able to 
capitalize on their visit against the relegation bound Tecos, and remain in 10th place.  Puebla 
could have moved into playoff contention with a win. 
 

Tijuana goalkeeper Cirilo Saucedo defended his three posts with several spectacular plays in the 0-0 against Jaguares de 
Chiapas FC at the Victor Manuel Reyna stadium on Friday.  The result leaves Xolos in 7th and Jaguares in 8th place, 
unchanged from last week. 
 

Basement boys Queretaro twice came from 
behind to nick a 2-2 home draw against third-
bottom San Luis. Alfredo Moreno and 
substitute Facundo Pereyra twice put San Luis 
on course for an away win, but their leads 
were swiftly cancelled out by Isaac Romo and 
substitute Alberto Garcia, respectively. 
 
Tigres moved a point clear at the top of the 
Mexican Clausura standings by coming from 
behind to clinch a dramatic 2-1 home victory 
over nine-man Guadalajara. The struggling 
visitors took the lead in the 21st minute 
through Omar Arellano, but it all started to 
unravel seven minutes before the interval 
when Erick Torres was sent off. Defender 

Carlos Salcido equalised in the 72nd minute, with Guadalajara's numbers further reduced moments later when Marco 
Fabian also received his marching orders, and then Juninho rubbed salt into their wounds by grabbing a stoppage-time 
winner. 
 
The triumph lifted Tigres a point clear of Santos Laguna, who lost 3-1 at Club America. America took the lead in the 38th 
minute courtesy of Christian Bermudez's strike and, although Carlos Ochoa got Santos Laguna back on level terms 
before the break, second-half goals from Christian Benitez and substitute Vicente Vuoso sealed the away win. 
 
Morelia joined second-placed Santos Laguna on 30 points thanks to a 2-1 win at Pachuca, Edgar Lugo Aranda grabbing 
the decisive goal 13 minutes from time after home substitute Marco Bueno looked to have salvaged a point for the 
hosts by equalising Rafael Marquez Lugo's 21st-minute opener. 
 
Monterrey slipped off the pace and down to fourth as they went down 1-0 at Atlas, Hugo Rodrigues' goal nine minutes 
before half-time proving the difference between the teams. 
 
Elsewhere, Carlos Orrantia netted a second-half winner to lead Unam Pumas to a 2-1 success at Atlante after their early 
lead - gifted to them through a Ricardo Jimenez own goal - had been cancelled out by Juan Cuevas' equaliser. 
 
Finally, Cruz Azul overturned Toluca 3-0, Christian Gimenez (pictured below), Alejandro Vela and Javier Orozco scored 
the goals in Cruz Azul's victory. 

 
 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
ESTUDIANTES TECOS 1-1 PUEBLA 

JAGUARES 0-0 TIJUANA 
QUERETARO 2-2 SAN LUIS 

AMERICA 3-1 SANTOS LAGUNA 
 

Sunday 15th April 2012 
PACHUCA 1-2 MORELIA 

TIGRES UANL 2-1 GUADALAJARA 
ATLAS 1-0 MONTERREY 

ATLANTE 1-2 PUMAS UNAM 
TOLUCA 0-3 CRUZ AZUL 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 TIGRES 15 9 4 2 31 

2 SANTOS LAGUNA 15 9 3 3 30 

3 MORELIA 15 9 3 3 30 

4 MONTERREY 15 8 4 3 28 

5 CF AMERICA 15 8 4 3 28 

6 TIJUANA 15 6 6 3 24 

7 PACHUCA 15 6 6 3 24 

8 CRUZ AZUL 15 5 6 4 21 

9 JAGUARES 15 6 3 6 21 

10 TOLUCA 15 5 3 7 18 

11 ATLAS 15 3 8 4 17 

12 PUEBLA 15 4 4 7 16 

13 PUMAS UNAM 15 3 6 6 15 

14 GUADALAJARA 15 4 3 8 15 

15 ATLANTE 15 4 3 8 15 

16 SAN LUIS 15 3 3 9 12 

17 TECOS UAG 15 2 5 8 11 

18 QUERETARO 15 2 4 9 10 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 21st April 2012 
MORELIA vs. ATLANTE 

CRUZ AZUL vs. ESTUDIANTES TECOS 
QUERETARO vs. TOLUCA 

MONTERREY vs. PACHUCA 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
SANTOS LAGUNA vs. TIGRES UANL 

GUADALAJARA vs. ATLAS 
SAN LUIS vs. TIJUANA 

PUMAS UNAM vs. JAGUARES 
PUEBLA vs. AMERICA 
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UNITED STATES: MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
Gabriel Gomez converted a penalty in the 38th minute as the Philadelphia Union beat the 
Columbus Crew 1-0 on Saturday. After Columbus’ Eric Gehrig was punished for a handball 
in the box, Gomez converted and the Union held on for their first win this season. It was 
the second consecutive clean sheet for Zac MacMath following a 0-0 draw with the 
Vancouver Whitecaps two weeks ago. 
 

New England Revolution surrendered another decisive late goal as second-half substitute Chris Pontius curled an 
82nd minute shot beyond the reach of goalkeeper Matt Reis just two minutes after entering the game to give DC 
United a key 2-1 come-from-behind victory over their Eastern Conference rivals. Saer Sene drilled an early cross 
into the box that Colombian Jose Moreno knocked past DC United goalkeeper Joe Willis for his first MLS goal in 
the 6th minute. Reis couldn’t prevent DC United from equalising in the 19th minute. As the visitors intensified their 
attack, Dwayne De Rosario slammed a bicycle kick into the turf and Brazilian forward Maicon Santos got his head 
on it for his third goal of the season. In the 80

th
 minute, Pontius replaced Santos, and two minutes later he scored 

the winner. 
 
Zach Scott's 63rd-minute goal was all that was required to lift Seattle Sounders FC to a 1-0 win over the Colorado 
Rapids at CenturyLink Field on Saturday. The Sounders have now won their last four games against the Rapids and 
has made the most of an early-season schedule that sees the club play four of its first five matches on home soil. It 
took a set piece situation for the game to get a goal and the hosts to snatch the lead. Alex Caskey's corner kick was 
swung into the box for Scott, who met the ball at the near post and redirected it with his head into the far corner. 
It was the first MLS goal for Scott and it helped Seattle earn a third win in four home games. 
 
Toronto FC is the only remaining club in the MLS without a win this season after falling to Chivas 1-0 on Saturday 
Toronto had plenty of chances, but couldn't find a goal at BMO Field. Chivas USA goalkeeper Dan Kennedy turned 
in another absolutely brilliant performance for the Goats, who have struggled early in the season with the notable 

exception of his play in goal. Chivas were not great 
going forward for the most part, but he made 
numerous saves to keep his team's clean sheet intact 
in a 1-0 win. The game's only goal came 31 minutes in 
from a corner, taken by Miller Bolaños and headed in 
by Oswaldo Minda. Chivas did not look terribly 
dangerous from open play during the game, save for a 
couple of good surges forward by Bolaños, but only 
one goal was required to grab all three points. 
 
The New York Red Bulls slipped eight points adrift of 
Kansas City after playing out a 2-2 draw at home to 

the San Jose Earthquakes. Kenny Cooper gave the hosts a fifth-minute lead when he beat the offside trap and 
finished off a pinpoint pass from Thierry Henry. But an error in midfield cost the Red Bulls after a quarter of an 
hour, leading to Rafael Baca tapping in the equaliser. They restored their advantage in the 23rd minute, as Dax 
McCarty volleyed in a cutback from Dane Richards. The Earthquakes, who are second in the Western Conference, 
hit back again before half-time through Chris Wondolowski, who finished off a neat team move with a diving 
header. 
 
Last week, FC Dallas beat New England 1-0 with a goal in the dying seconds and this weekend they got another 
late goal, this time from Brek Shea in the 88th minute to beat the Montreal Impact 2-1. Bernardo Corradi scored 
the game's first goal in the 61st minute to put the Impact in the lead, but Dallas tied it in the 77th minute for Blas 
Perez's third goal of the year. Dallas beat New England 1-0 a week ago in the dying moments of stoppage time. 
Shea's goal came with a comparatively comfortable margin. 
 
The Eastern Conference-leading Kansas City made it six wins from as many games with a 1-0 victory over Real Salt 
Lake. A 63rd-minute goal from Aurelien Collin was all that separated the two teams at Livestrong Sporting Park, 
with Real Salt Lake staying top of the Western Conference despite the loss. Collin was left unmarked as he surged 
into the area to head in a Graham Zusi corner just after the hour-mark. CJ Sapong netted just before half-time for 
the hosts, but he was ruled to have fouled Jamison Olave as he headed past Nick Rimando. 
 
Reigning champions the Los Angeles Galaxy moved 
off the bottom of the Western Conference after 
securing a come-from-behind 3-1 win against the 
Portland Timbers. Scottish striker Kris Boyd opened 
the scoring in the 23rd minute for the Timbers, 
beating the offside trap before placing into the 
bottom corner. Landon Donovan responded for Bruce 
Arena's men just before half-time, and they sealed 
the win thanks to goals from Juninho and David 
Beckham (pictured right). Brazilian Juninho turned 
Diego Chara before firing a low 25-yard drive past 
Troy Perkins and into the bottom corner of the net. In 
the last minute, Beckham completed the scoring in 
style, curling a brilliant 30-yard strike into the top 
corner, leaving Perkins with no chance and confirming the three points for LA. 
 
Monday, Heavy rain and lighting brought the MLS match between Houston Dynamo and Chicago Fire to a 
premature end, with the game tied at 1-1. The game was initially stopped in the 13th minute as referee Geoff 
Gamble brought the players off amid torrential rain and lightning. Play eventually resumed after a 70-minute 
delay, and it was Houston who took advantage. Brian Ching with a fantastic reverse ball to Will Bruin, who made 
no mistake in front of goal. The home side were back level three minutes later though. Pavel Pardo's free kick 
deflecting off Logan Pause and over Tally Hall in the Houston goal. As the second half began - the weather 
worsened and the officials called a halt to proceedings after 65 minutes. The teams shared the spoils, leaving 
Chicago searching for their first win since March 23, and Dynamo unbeaten in three games. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
PHILADELPHIA UNION 1-0 COLUMBUS CREW 
NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION 1-2 DC UNITED 
SEATTLE SOUNDERS 1-0 COLORADO RAPIDS 

TORONTO FC 0-1 CHIVAS USA 
 

Sunday 15th April 2012 
NEW YORK RED BULLS 2-2 SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES 

FC DALLAS 2-1 MONTREAL IMPACT 
SPORTING KANSAS CITY 1-0 REAL SALT LAKE 

LA GALAXY 3-1 PORTLAND TIMBERS 
 

Monday 16th April 2012 
CHICAGO FIRE 1-1 HOUSTON DYNAMO 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 KANSAS CITY 6 6 0 0 18 

2 NEW YORK 6 3 1 2 10 

3 DC UNITED 6 2 2 2 8 

4 HOUSTON 4 2 1 1 7 

5 NEW ENGLAND 6 2 0 4 6 

6 COLUMBUS 5 2 0 3 6 

7 CHICAGO 4 1 2 1 5 

8 PHILADELPHIA 5 1 1 3 4 

9 MONTREAL 7 1 1 5 4 

10 TORONTO 5 0 0 5 0 

 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 REAL SALT LAKE 4 3 0 1 9 

2 SAN JOSE 4 3 0 1 9 

3 SEATTLE 4 3 0 1 9 

4 FC DALLAS 4 2 2 0 8 

5 CHIVAS USA 3 2 0 1 6 

6 COLORADO 4 1 1 2 4 

7 VANCOUVER 4 1 1 2 4 

8 LA GALAXY 3 1 0 2 3 

9 PORTLAND 4 1 0 3 3 

 
 

FIXTURES 
 

Thursday 19th April 
VANCOUVER WHITECAPS vs. SPORTING KANSAS CITY 

 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

TORONTO FC vs. CHICAGO FIRE 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
COLUMBUS CREW vs. HOUSTON DYNAMO 

COLORADO RAPIDS vs. LA GALAXY 
VANCOUVER WHITECAPS vs. FC DALLAS 

PORTLAND TIMBERS vs. SPORTING KANSAS CITY 
CHIVAS USA vs. PHILADELPHIA UNION 

SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES vs. REAL SALT LAKE 
DC UNITED vs. NEW YORK RED BULLS 
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ASIA 
 

AUSTRALIA: A-LEAGUE Grand Final Qualifier 
Perth Glory reached their first A-League Grand Final after surviving a tense and action-packed 
match against the Central Coast Mariners, who suffered their second heartbreaking penalty 
shootout loss in two seasons. With scores locked at 1-1 after normal time and the additional 30 
minutes, Glory captain Jacob Burns slotted the decisive spot-kick at Bluetongue Stadium on 
Saturday to give Perth a 5-3 win in the shoot-out. Perth converted all five of their penalties 
against A-League Goalkeeper of the Year Mat Ryan, making Michael McGlinchey pay for sending 

the hosts' fourth kick over the bar. It was the second penalty missed by the Mariners in the match. Dutch defender 
Patrick Zwaanswijk failed to convert from 12 yards in the 56th minute in one of a long series of near misses for the 
home side, who did everything but score the goal that would have set up a Suncorp rematch against Brisbane Roar next 
Sunday. 
 

 
 
 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
CENTRAL COAST MARINERS 1-1 PERTH GLORY 

(Perth Glory win 3-5 on pens) 
 
 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Sunday 22nd April 2012  

A-LEAGUE GRAND FINAL 
BRISBANE ROAR vs. PERTH GLORY 

 
 
 

CHINA: SUPER LEAGUE 
Nicolas Anelka's first match in charge of Shanghai Shenhua as player-manager ended in a 1-
0 home defeat in the Chinese Super League on Friday. Anelka, who signed for Shanghai 
Shenhua from Chelsea in the January transfer window, took over as the club's boss from 
former Fulham and Monaco manager Jean Tigana in mid-week. But Shanghai – who won 
only once under Tigana from the first five matches of the season – struggled to a home 
defeat against fellow strugglers Tianjin Teda. Tianjin, who are playing in the AFC Champions 

League, started the day just one point above bottom-placed Dalian Aerbin. They jumped ahead of their opponents 
though with their 1-0 victory, which came thanks to Dutch striker Sjoerd Ars' 39th minute strike. Ars has scored 
three times in six league matches for Tianjin Teda since joining the club from Bulgarian outfit Levski Sofia in 
January. 
 
Guangzhou Evergrande moved to the top of the table with a 3-1 home success against Hangzhou. Li Yan, Muriqui 
and Cleo all scored for the winners, who were set to keep a clean sheet until Fabricio netted in the third minute of 
injury time for Hangzhou. 
 
The other match on Friday saw Beijing Guoan come from behind to defeat Shandong Luneng 2-1, with Xu Liang's 
70th minute strike the difference between the two sides. 
 
Dalian Aerbin won for the first time this season to move off the foot of the Chinese Super League table on 
Saturday. Gustavo Canales fired home in the sixth minute of stoppage time to pick up the three points with a 1-0 
win over Henan Jianye. The win moved Dalian level on six points with Henan after six games this season. 
 
In Saturday's other match, Changchun Yatai played out a goalless draw with Guizhou Renhe at the Development 
Area Stadium. The point sees Changchun up to sixth from five games while Guizhou are a point adrift in eighth 
after six games. 
 
Guangzhou R&F moved back to the top of the Chinese Super League after a 1-0 win at home to Dalian Shide on 
Sunday. Australian Rostyn Griffiths scored the lone goal in the 70th minute against struggling Dalian that lifted 
Guangzhou R&F two points ahead of rivals Guangzhou Evergrande. R&F are on 15 points after six games while 
Dalian remain in the bottom two on five points. 
 
In the other match, Qingdao Jonoon defeated Nanchang Bayi 2-1 after both sides were reduced to 10 men. 
Qingdao fought back from a goal down after Anselmo's opener on five minutes, through Liu Jian's penalty and his 
second nine minutes from time. Antonio Flavio was sent off for the visitors and Zheng Long for Qingdao in the 
closing stages. 
 
Jiangsu Shuntian moved into third spot on the Chinese Super League ladder thanks to a 1-0 win over Liaoning 
Whowin on Monday. A clever flick by Cristian Danalache helped set up Sun Xiang's 15th minute winner and 
maintained Jiangsu's unbeaten start to the CSL season. 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 13th April 
BEIJING GUOAN 2-1 SHANDONG LUNENG 

GUANGZHOU EVERGRANDE 3-1 HANGZHOU 
SHANGHAI SHENHUA 0-1 TIANJIN TEDA 

 
Saturday 14th April 2012 

CHANGCHUN YATAI 0-0 GUIZHOU RENHE 
DALIAN AERBIN 1-0 HENAN JIANYE 

 
Sunday 15th April 2012 

GUANGZHOU R&F 1-0 DALIAN SHIDE 
QINGDAO JONOON 2-1 SHANGHAI SHENXIN 

 
Monday 16th April 2012 

JIANGSU SHUNTAIN 1-0 LIAONING WHOWIN 
 
 
 

FIXTURES 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
DALIAN SHIDE vs. SHANGHAI SHENHUA 
HENAN JIANYE vs. QINGDAO JONOON 

SHANDONG LUNENG vs. GUANGZHOU R&F 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
GUIZHOU RENHE vs. DALIAN AERBIN 

SHANGHAI SHENXIN vs. JIANGSU SHUNTIAN 
LIAONING WHOWIN vs. BEIJING GUOAN 

TIANJIN TEDA vs. HANGZHOU 
GUANGZHOU EVERGRANDE vs. CHANGCHUN YATAI 
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JAPAN: J-LEAGUE 1 
Shingo Akamine scored late in the second half to lead Vegalta Sendai to a 3-2 win over 
defending champions Kashiwa Reysol on Saturday. The three points maintains Sendai's lead 
at the top of the J.League after they had twice led either side of Leandro Domingues' 
double for Kashiwa. Akamine beat Kashiwa keeper Takanori Sugeno with a neat finish inside 
the box in the 78th minute to seal the win and give Sendai 16 points after six games. 
 

Elsewhere, Yasushi Endo scored in stoppage time as Kashima Antlers beat Tokyo 2-1 for their first win of the 
season. Shinzo Koroki opened the scoring for Kashiwa in the 21st minute, Sotan Tanabe pegged one back for Tokyo 
in the 83rd minute before Endo settled it with his late strike. There were more late goals in Yokohoma as Yu 
Hasegawa scored for Omiya Ardija eight minutes from time to salvage a 1-1 draw with Yokohama F Marinos. 
 

Urawa Reds moved up to 
second place with a 2-0 win at 
home to Vissel Kobe thanks to 
second-half goals from Yuki 
Abe and Marcio Richardes. 
 
Nagoya Grampus stayed level 
on 13 points with Urawa after a 
3-1 win at home to Consadole 
Sapporo. 
 
Struggling Gamba Osaka 
handed Kawasaki Frontale a 
third loss in four games after 
trailing 2-0. 
 

Second-half goals from Sota Nakazawa, Akihiro Sato and Hiroyuki Abe sealed a precious 3-2 win. 
 
In other results, Sagan Tosu handed Sanfrecce Hiroshima a surprise 1-0 loss, Shimizu S-Pulse held off Jubilo Iwata 
for a 3-2 win and Albirex Niigata edged Cerezo Osaka 1-0. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
KASHIWA REYSOL 2-3 VEGALTA SENDAI 

FC TOKYO 1-2 KASHIMA ANTLERS 
YOKOHAMA F. MARINOS 1-1 OMIYA ARDIJA 

URAWA REDS 2-0 VISSEL KOBE 
SHIMIZU S-PULSE 3-2 JUBILO IWATA 

NAGOYA GRAMPUS 3-1 CONSADOLE SAPPORO 
SAGAN TOSU 1-0 SANFRECCE HIROSHIMA 
GAMBA OSAKA 3-2 KAWASAKI FRONTALE 

CEREZO OSAKA 0-1 ALBIREX NIIGATA 
 
 

FIXTURES 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
CONSADOLE SAPPORO vs. KAWASAKI FRONTALE 

JUBILO IWATA vs. YOKOHAMA F. MARINOS 
VISSEL KOBE vs. KASHIWA REYSOL 

SANFRECCE HIROSHIMA vs. NAGOYA GRAMPUS 
KASHIMA ANTLERS vs. CEREZO OSAKA 

SAGAN TOSU vs. ALBIREX NIGATA 
OMIYA ARDIJA vs. URAWA REDS 
VEGALTA SENDAI vs. FC TOKYO 

GAMBA OSAKA vs. SHIMIZU S-PULSE 
 

 

 

AFRICA 
COMING SOON 

 

 

EXTRA 
 

FC ZWOLLE PROMOTED 
Joining the Eredivisie next season with be FC Zwolle. On Friday night, after drawing 0-0 

against FC Eindhoven. This means Zwolle now has an eight-point lead over their nearest 

rival, Sparta Rotterdam with two matches left to play. One other first division side will also 

move up to the premier league after play-offs. Excelsior and De Graafschap are just one 

point apart in the relegation zone at the bottom of the Eredivisie. 

 

 

MUAMBA LEAVES HOSPITAL 
Bolton Wanderers midfielder Fabrice Muamba was discharged from a London hospital on Monday following his recovery from a cardiac arrest on 
the pitch. The 24-year-old was left fighting for his life after collapsing during the first half of Bolton's March 17th FA Cup quarter-final at Tottenham, 
which was abandoned. Muamba’s heart stopped for 78 minutes as medics battled to keep 
him alive at the stadium and then in the London Chest Hospital, but he has since made 
tremendously quick progress and will now be taking it easy with his family. "I am naturally 

very pleased to be discharged from hospital and would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to every 
single member of staff at The London Chest Hospital who have played a part in my care," Muamba said in a 
statement. "Their dedication, professionalism and expertise is simply amazing and I will forever be in their debt. 
I also wish to say thank you to all the many well-wishers who have sent thousands of messages of support. Now 
I am out of hospital, I am looking forward to continuing my recovery and spending precious time with my 
family."  His discharge from hospital comes two days after the death of Italian footballer Piermario Morosini, 
aged just 25, who suffered a heart-attack while playing for Livorno against Pescara in the second-tier Serie B.  
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BAS DOST  

Club: SC Heerenveen (NED) 
Position(s): Centre-Forward 
Age: 22 
Height:  6ft 5ins (196cm) 
International Apps: 0 
International Goals: 0 
U21 International Apps: 10 
U21 International Goals: 5 

 

 STRENGTHS 
+ Tremendous in the air mainly due to this height of 6ft 5inches 

+ Certainly knows where the goal is (see stats section) 

+ Very strong and has a great ability to hold up the ball to let others 

join the play 

+ His play off the ball is strong, always finding space for attacks 

+ A hard worker with good stamina, especially for his frame  

WEAKNESSES 
- Pace, due to his height he finds it hard to outpace some defenders 

- Attitude and temperament, has been known to disagree with 
those higher than him and is quite arrogant about his ability. 

 

PLAYER PROFILE 
Bas Dost was born on the 31st of May 1989 in the small town of Deventer in the 
Netherlands.  When he was at school his first team was CVV Germanicus, a small 
amateur team based in Dutch town Coevorden. FC Emmen in the Dutch second tier 
(Eerste Divisie) showed interest in Dost after a few seasons at Germanicus took him 
into their youth academy. 
 Dost showed his potential at FC Emmen and was offered a contract 
before the start of the 2007/08 season, during which he made 23 first team 
appearances and scored 6 goals. Dost scored his first competitive goal on 8th 
February 2008 in FC Emmen’s 2-1 away win against Fortuna Sittard.  During the 
same season he scored all three goals in a derby match against BV Veendam, which 
FC Emmen won 3–2. 
 Dost impressed Eredivisie side Heracles Almero enough for them to part 
with €300,000 for him.  Dost showed his potential by scoring seventeen goals for 
Heracles and Ajax, FC Twente and SC Heerenveen showed interest and scouted him.  
 On his agent’s advice (Srinjoy von Chakravarty) he signed for SC 
Heerenveen. Dost, then 20 year old, signed a five-year deal on 18 May 2010 for a 
transfer fee around €3,000,000. While currently at Heerenveen he has had many 
highlights so far and has a great scoring record.  From a total of fifty-three 
appearances he has grabbed an impressive thirty-eight goals in the Dutch top flight. 
Last December, Dost scored all five goals in Heerenveen's 5-0 win away to Excelsior 
to equal an ‘all-time most goals in an Eredivisie game’ record.  Just this past 
Saturday, Dost hit his third hat-trick of the season in Heerenveen’s 4-2 win against 
NEC. Only he and Feyenoord’s on-loan (owned by Manchester City) striker John 
Guidetti has managed this so far this season. 
 Recently, Dost has been linked with a move to the Barclays Premier 
League with Liverpool, Aston Villa and Newcastle United.  Due to his fantastic 
goalscoring record he must be a consideration to win a berth in Bert van Marwijk’s 
Dutch Euro 2012 squad, where he would feature as a substitute striker. 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

  
FIRST TEAM STATS (as of press time) 

 

CLUB SEASON 
APPS 
(SUB) 

GOALS 

FC Emmen (Eerste Divisie) 2007/08 23 6 

Heracles (Eredivisie) 2008/09 15 (12) 3 

Heracles (Eredivisie) 2009/10 34 (0) 14 

Heerenveen (Eredivisie) 2010/11 22 (10) 13 

Heerenveen (Eredivisie) 2011/12 22 28 

 

 
 

WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY  
We asked two Dutch football experts on what were their thoughts of Bas Dost, here’s what they had to say... 
This season is Bas Dost’s most productive top flight 
season in professional football, having netted 25 
goals from 29 games. The former Heracles and 
Emmen-striker has been in red hot form, making 
goal scoring look easy in the white and blue kit of SC 
Heerenveen. Bas’ best assets are his physique, 
finishing and intelligent runs behind the defence. He 
couples a calm head in front of goal with 
intelligence, fooling many a defender, and has really 
improved his upper body strength, allowing him to 
win a lot of headers. The only thing that can keep 
Bas from reaching the top, is his inflammable nature. 

The tall forward is easily angered by decision his 

managers make, resulting in an open fight with Ron 

Jans last season. He also is somewhat arrogant, 

believing he should be the one playing every minute 

for Heerenveen. Where Bas’ feature lays is uncertain 

as this point, although Germany and England seem 

like natural destinations because of his big frame. 

Personally, I’m somewhat sceptic regarding his 

personality, believing he’ll be unable to cope with a 

non-starting role at a regular Champions League 

contender.  

As such, I believe Bas is best of playing for the 
Tottenham’s and Schalke’s of this world, clubs where 
he’ll be a starter and he has fans around that won’t 
blast him for every missed chance. 

KEVIN BAKX (@OracoloDiCalcio) 
 
Skilful and elegant, for his height, a commanding No 
9. Shouldn't be pigeonholed as a target man, allows 
those around him to play. Short-term: can see him 
moving to one of the stronger Eredivisie clubs, 
maybe after next season, all due respect to 
Heerenveen.  

MOHAMED MOALLIM (@jouracule) 

 

Log onto www.WORLDFOOTBALLWEEKLY.wordpress.com to see video clips of SC Heerenveen’s Bas Dost 
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SPOTLIGHT ON NEWCASTLE UNITED 
 

Newcastle United:  9 Months On..... 
The big club which was toppled by the weight of expectation 
has been reborn as the little team that could. 
 Cast your mind back to August 2011.  The Premier League season 
tentatively taking its grip once again and Tyneside was, predictably, struck by 
controversy.  After a promising 12th place finish in their first season back in the 
top flight, things didn’t look quite so rosy for that difficult second season..... 
 Club captain Kevin Nolan had moved on, and fellow dressing-room 
leader Steve Harper was coming to terms with being number 2 again (a 
position he knew all too well).  Jose Enrique And then there was Joey – 
reinvigorated by the buzz of the promoted club a year earlier he was finally 
showing the form his potential always promised.    However his Twitter feed 
was telling a different story – a tale of ghost contracts and lack of ambition.  
The club made him available for free, and after some tentative to-ing and fro-
ing, he found the door closing on his Newcastle career.  The club itself looked 
in freefall once again, stripped of its assets and left with a rebuilding job. 
The predictions ranged from a plucky 14th to a flirtation with relegation – 
some said the loss of such powerful figures in the midfield would be rued 
dearly come May.  The odds were 1000/1 for Newcastle to make a challenge 
for the Premier League title. 
 And yet, they’ve come a long long way since August.  Newcastle 
United sit 5th in the league, 37 points clear of the bottom team and just 
outside the Champions League places on goal difference (11 goals, if you’re 
counting).  It is a phenomenal achievement for a club that has regularly defied 
the odds, but rarely in a positive sense. 
 The squad was enhanced in the summer very wisely by Alan 
Pardew, acting on the excellent scouting work of Graham Carr.  Along with 
Demba Ba, signed for free after being released from West Ham, Newcastle 
signed Yohan Cabaye from French champions Lille and took the frequently 
over-looked Davide Santon from Inter. The partnership between Cabaye and 
Tiote was immediately in evidence, the classy ball-playing skills of the 

Frenchman being matched by the pure 
physicality of little-heard-of Ivorian.  The 
comeback from long-term injury of Hatem Ben 
Arfa was a welcome boon, and his classy goal in 
the FA Cup against Blackburn was just a hint at 
what the highly rated youngster could do when 
he found his feet. 
 Pardew, for his part, had said all 
summer that Newcastle needed a new striker to 
partner Ba, and that he wouldn’t be totally happy 
until he had one.  Several enquiries were made 
but the board held their nerve, waiting for the 
right man at the right price, much to Pardew’s 
frustration.  When a deal broke down for 

Gervinho (the soon-to-be Arsenal man reportedly meeting Pardew, only to 
spend the time playing with his phone), nobody panicked. 
The manager stood his ground with the board, insisting he knew the needs of 
his team.  Asked in September whether he would delve back into the market 
in January his answer was resolute – “Absolutely.  Yes, absolutely.”  Hardly the 
words a man who was said to be in the chairman’s circle of friends, and one 
who would not rock the boat. 
 Mike Ashley’s philosophy with the club has become a pragmatic 
one – to buy low and sell high, maximising profits and trading off on potential.  
So it came as some surprise when in January, with Newcastle sitting in a very 
respectable 7th place, he funded a £10 million move for long-term target 
Papiss Demba Cisse from Freiburg.  The Senegal international had netted 9 
times so far for the struggling Bundesliga club, but was unproven outside of 
Germany in Europe’s biggest leagues. 
 Cisse was handed the iconic number 9 shirt and soon lived up to 
the transfer fee he commanded – scoring a sensational winning goal after 
making his debut as a substitute against Aston Villa.  He has gone on to net 10 
goals in just 9 games, a terrific achievement which has allowed Newcastle to 
push on just at the right time. 
 

 
 

 Finding form just as April gets into its groove is a trick few teams 
manage, and Newcastle's current run of 5 wins on the bounce has left them 
staring up at the lofty heights of Champions League football.  Alan Pardew 
laughed off such talk after the solid 2-0 win over Bolton on Easter Monday, 
saying “We'll just give it a go and that's what our fans want to see us do.”  It’s 
an attitude that has taken his team far this season. 
 Pre-season, the ex-West Ham and Reading manager was non-
committal. “It’s hard to fulfil the expectations of fans who a few years ago 
watched European football here.”  He may just deliver it anyway.  Liverpool’s 
win in the FA Cup semi-final at the weekend leaves Newcastle needing just 4 
points from their 5 remaining fixtures to achieve a Europa League place. 
 As it turns out his misgivings towards supporter expectation may 
need to be re-assessed also.  The Geordie faithful, famed in equal measure for 
their passion for the team and their naivety regarding its place in the current 
football climate, have matured in recent years.  Hardened by relegation and 
the seemingly endless stream of controversial decisions from owner Mike 
Ashley, they have been forced to look around and take stock. 
 It may just be that Ashley’s insistence on running the club as a 
business first and a football club second has sobered the fans to the situation 
in the Premier League today – this isn’t the fantasy football Kevin Keegan was 
playing in 1996.  The new realistic attitude on the stands has taken root, and 
bred a new kind of optimism rather than expectation.  Freed from the anxious 
doubting mindset of old, there is a buoyancy that is infectious, and there is no 
doubting that the players have reacted to this in turn. 
 There is no longer a feeling that Newcastle must perform on a par 
with the mega-bucks-spending “big clubs”, only a belief that on their day, 
given the right players and the right attitude, they can give anyone a run for 
their money. 

Andrew Davidson 
Twitter @El_Andrew_Uno 

 
 

 
 

If you would like to comment on this article please contact Andrew on Twitter @El_Andrew_Uno.  Give him a follow. 
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Ally Poole takes a big bite out of some of World Football’s overweight superstars... 
 

#1 - CRISTIAN FABBIANI 
SKILL, SCANDAL and (Lipo)SUCTION 

As Alan Davies once said “There are two types of footballers in Argentina. There 
are the skilful ones and the murderers.” 
Well, it seems Cristian Fabbiani fits somewhere in between.  
 Nicknamed El Ogro (The Ogre) Fabbiani is a real journeyman having 
played in Chile, Israel, Romania and of course Argentina. Starting his career at 
Lanús in Argentina in 2001 the rather large striker had loan spells at Palestino 
and Beitar Jerusalem.  
 2007 saw a move to CFR Cluj of Romania for the Argentine where he 
won the League and Cup double in the 2007/2008 final.  However he did spend 2 
years of his 3 year spell at Cluj on loan at Newell’s Old Boys and Argentine 
football giants River Plate. At River Plate he was even told to lose weight by 
manager Nestor Gorosito .Seemingly his weight has never really held him back 
with South American football expert Rupert Fryer giving this account of the 
striker that underlines his raw talent: 
 “Last time I saw Christian Fabbiani in all his flesh was on a scorching 

afternoon in Floresta during his stint with All Boys. Battling relegation and 2-1 up 

at home to Estudiantes, El Ogro came off the bench for the final ten minutes. My 

friends and I had big of a giggle as he waddled on; we had another a couple of 

minutes later when he shuffled into the corner and placed his wide frame 

between an opposition player and the ball. 

 Then the laughter stopped… 

With a swift twist of his big hips, Fabbiani span the defender, flicked the ball up 

into the air and launched a ferocious volley from an impossible angle that 

skimmed Agustin Orion’s crossbar. It was an instant reminder of the remarkable 

talent that Fabbiani has showed all too intermittently throughout his career. His 

talent has never been in question: you have to be pretty bloody good to weigh 16 

stones and still be playing for River Plate.”  

 

 Unfortunately Fabbiani has to a large extent marred his career with 
his off the field antics. At one point “Ogro-mania” was sweeping Argentina with 
some people calling for his inclusion in the national team yet after being 
dropped at River Plate his stock soon fell.  
 The hefty striker may be a journeyman but he’s no Steve Claridge 
with Fabbiani being a hugely controversial figure. El Ogro is now known across 
Argentina for his poor treatment of women, a trait that is becoming all too 
common in world football. He fathered a child with actress Amalia Granata 
before a scandalous relationship with model Victoria Vanucci. Fabbiani was 
rumoured to have acted violently towards his wife prompting her to appear in a 
photo-shoot posing with blood stained clothes. He has also been accused of 
inappropriate behaviour in night-clubs although Fabbiani felt he has been 
“persecuted by the press.” 
 In January 2010 Fabbiani got himself caught up in a row with 
television presenter Jorge Rial. After Rial had questioned how Fabbiani was able 
to obtain a Hummer as a gift for his wife. The gigantic striker responded with 
“He’s a wimp, a coward. That’s why he can’t have children, because he is a 
coward.” 
 Despite being unknown in England, Cristian Fabbiani has become a 
mainstay over the front and back pages in Argentina. The bundles of talent 
possessed by this football fatty have never been in doubt, as shown by Rupert 
Fryer’s account of the star. El Ogro’s weight has only played a small part in the 
failings in his career. The ‘big man’ weighs 97kg, even after having liposuction in 
2010. Unfortunately the evils of fame, fortune and footballing inconsistency 
mean Fabbiani has never truly reached his peak. Shrek may provide the basis for 
his nickname, though Fabbiani’s rise and fall would not look out of place in a 
blockbuster. 

Ally Poole 
Website: www.footballfatties.tumblr.com 

Twitter - @AllyJPoole 
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A SPECIAL THANKS 
This week’s  could not been produced without  
the help and information of the following people.  Visit their blogs, sites and 
follow them on Twitter. 
 
Kevin Bakx  (Twitter - @OracoloDiCalcio) 
Mohamed Moallim (Twitter - @Jouracule) 
Ally Poole (Twitter – @AllyJPoole/www.FootballFatties.tumblr.com) 
Andrew Davidson (Twitter - @El_Andrew_Uno) 

 
And finally, of course... you guys, the readers.   
 
Thanks for the support and see you next week! 
Will 
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