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WORLD FOOTBALL THIS WEEK 

In this section, we will cover all the major stories over the past seven days... 
 

HEADLINES 

WORLD LEAGUE ASSOCIATION 
Five major Leagues from around the world united in Manchester, 
England last week for "a historic day" to forge a professional World 
League Association.   
 The five founding members are: the Association of European 
Professional Football Leagues (EPFL), the South African Premier Soccer League, 
Major League Soccer, the Thai Professional League and the United Arab 
Emirates League. The Board of Directors of the new World League Association 
consists of 11 members, six from the EPFL and the remaining five from the 
other founding members. 
 They will be Dave Richards (chairman of the Barclays Premier 
League), Frederic Thiriez (president of the French Ligue 1), Sergey Pryadkin 
(president of the Russian Football Premier League), Jose Luis Astiazaran 
(president of the Spanish Liga BBVA), Frank Rutten (CEO of the Dutch 
Eredivisie), Claus Thomsen (CEO of the Danish Superliga), Dr Irvin Khoza 
(chairman of South Africa's Premier Soccer League), Don Garber (pictured 
right, commissioner of Major League Soccer), Worawi Makudi (president of 
the Thai professional league), Yousef Yaqoob Al Serkal (chairman of the United 
Arab Emirates league) plus another member to be elected by non-European 
Leagues. 
 Emanuel Macedo de Medeiros, CEO of the EPFL, has been elected 
chief executive officer of the new organisation. A statement read: "The new 
World Association is aimed to be the leading voice of the leagues at world level 
by protecting the game's positive values, enhancing football's standards and 
promoting the further development of Professional Football around the world 
in cooperation with FIFA and other relevant stakeholders in the football 
family." 
 The inaugural meeting of the World League Association will be 
hosted by the Thai Premier League chaired by Mr Worawi Makudi, in Bangkok, 
on September 2012, when the Association's constitution and the newly 
appointed board of directors and CEO are approved. 
 
 

 

 
 
The World League Association's main purposes are: 
 
• To promote and develop Professional Football in all its dimensions on and off the pitch. 
• To foster cooperation and unity among the leagues, while promoting and safeguarding 
their common interests and aspirations. 
• To be the voice of the leagues in the world on all matters of common interest. 
• To foster dialogue, cooperation, friendly relations and unity between the leagues. 
• To promote professional football and safeguard the overall interests of the leagues. 
• To facilitate the collection and exchange information and best practices between the 
leagues. 
• To foster friendly relations and cooperation between the Association and other sports 
bodies (FIFA, IOC, Confederations, FIFPro, etc.) and relevant sport-related political 
institutions. 
• To preserve the principles and positive values of football and to protect the integrity of 
the game at all times. 
• To organise exhibitions, conferences, training courses and other collective events 
relating to the promotion of professional football and the commercial development of the 
Leagues. 

  

BRAZIL 2014 MOVING ON 
Last week preparations for the 2014 World Cup in 
Brazil took a further step forward. Government 

officials passed a bill that provides the legal framework for 
the tournament and lifts the nationwide ban on sales of 

alcohol in football stadiums.  
 However, the so-called World Cup bill, which also includes the 
allocation of discounted tickets to students, pensioners and indigenous people 
and creates regulations for the sale of FIFA, still needs to be debated in the 
Senate. The vote in favour of the bill has been long-delayed in Congress, with 
lawmakers arguing it gives FIFA too much power. 
 It forced President Dilma Rousseff to bow to pressure on a number 
of controversial issues in hope of easing tensions in congress with a little over 
two years until kick off in Sao Paulo. Passing of the bill, which also covers the 
curtain-raising 2013 Confederations Cup, may go some way to help manage 
strained ties between the Brazilian government and FIFA whose secretary-
general Jerome Valcke reportedly said tournament organisers needed "a kick 
up the backside". 
 Valcke apologised soon after and both sides have since improved 
relations, but FIFA executives remain alarmed that the lack of urgency in Brazil 
over transport and key infrastructure will prove disruptive for thousands of 
fans. The sale of all alcoholic beverages was banned in Brazilian football 
stadiums in 2003 in an effort to curb fan violence, however FIFA is determined 
to serve beer at the 2014 World Cup and honour its sponsorship agreements 
with Budweiser Anheuser-Busch. 
 The 2014 World Cup will return to South America for the first time 
since Argentina hosted the tournament in 1978 and to Brazil for the first time 
since 1950. 

TWENTY DROWNED IN ZAMBIA 
Twenty players and fans representing Congo Democratic Republic 
club Virgin KA drowned in a Zambian river on last Sunday on their 
way home from a football game. 
 The players and their fans were travelling back from Zambia in 

three boats when rounds of high and violent waves produced by a passing 

motorboat tossed them into the Luapula River, according to Aaron Mushanga, 

vice commissioner of the Luapula District.  

 "Their boats capsized in the middle of Luapula River after being hit 

by a strong wave generated by a passing boat," Mushanga said. "The boat 

carried over 100 people, but 80 of them were rescued by the crew while 20 

died." 

 A spokesperson for the Luapula Red Cross said many bodies were 

yet to be recovered and that it would take more days to fish out the remaining 

bodies and give the exact figure of casualties. More than 100 people have 

drowned since January in the Tanganyika Lake, which stretches across 

Burundi, DR Congo, Tanzania and Zambia. Sunday's wreck once again 

highlights safety concerns about the region's water transport. 

 FIFA president Sepp Blatter on Wednesday sent a letter of 

condolence to the president of Congolese Football Federation, Constant Omari 

Selemani. "On behalf of FIFA and in my own name, I am writing to you and the 

Federation Congolaise de Football-Association to extend my most sincere 

condolences," he wrote. "I would be most grateful if you would pass on the 

deep sympathy and support of the entire international football family to the 

families, loved ones and clubs of the deceased at this very difficult time." 
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MUAMBA RELEASES PICTURE 
ON TWITTER 
On Friday, a picture was posted on twitter that the 

whole following world has been waiting to see. 

 

 

Fabrice Muamba sits up his hospital bed wearing a wide smile almost two 

weeks after collapsing mid-way through a match. The footballer's fiance 

Shauna Magunda posted the heart-warming image on Friday to say thank you 

to the millions of fans who have supported her partner after he suffered a 

near fatal heart attack.  

His smile shows the miraculous recovery he has made since the game on 

March 17. Shauna wrote alongside the image: 'Fab wanted me to post this pic 

for you all and to also say thank you for such overwhelming support.' 

 Muamba's heart stopped for 78 minutes as paramedics - including 

a cardiologist who leapt onto the pitch from the stands - battled to keep the 

player alive. He was rushed to the London Chest Hospital, where he was 

visited by his Bolton team-mates and a string of football friends. It was later 

revealed that 15 defibrillator shocks were administered before the sportsman 

began to show signs of life. 

 The incident stunned the football community and heralded a 

worldwide outpouring of sympathy for the 23-year-old player as his family 

urged fans to prey for him. The picture will delight the legions of football 

supporters who have followed the plight of the youngster. He is likely to 

undergo a long rehabilitation before he can come close to playing again. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PETROV DIAGONSED WITH 
LEUKAEMIA 
Aston Villa soccer captain Stiliyan Petrov has been 

diagnosed with acute leukaemia.  

 The world of football has been rocked again by another illness to a 

player as Petrov’s illness was discovered in medical tests carried out on the 32-

year-old Bulgarian international after he came down with a fever following last 

Saturday's defeat at Arsenal. 

 Leukaemia is a cancer of the white blood cells, which we need to 

fight off infections. Symptoms can include pale skin, tiredness, breathlessness, 

and having repeated infections over a short space of time. Acute leukaemia 

means that the condition is progressing rapidly and aggressively and requires 

immediate treatment. It's a rare condition with just 2,400 new cases 

diagnosed each year. 

 A statement from the football club said: “We expect to learn more 

about Stiliyan's situation in due course and we have moved quickly to support 

him and his family. During this time we ask that Stiliyan's privacy is placed 

ahead of all inquiries and trust that we will share information as we receive it. 

Stiliyan is cherished by many and he will get from Villa every ounce of love and 

support that we have to help bring this to a positive conclusion.” 

 But on Saturday, Petrov was interviewed by Bulgarian media and 
stated that he is leaving football to concentrate on the battle with the illness. 
Petrov has vowed to fight for his life, telling Tema Sport: "I am now beginning 
to fight for my life and I will fight. Football is over, this is the end." This implies 
that he is retiring from football but his agent later refuted those claims. 
 

  

 
  

Petrov said he had felt a strange headache during the first half of Aston Villa's 

defeat against Arsenal last weekend.  "I lost my energy early in the second half 

and it was very unusual for me," Petrov said. "But this is life, you see we drank 

a coffee in London a week ago and now we're talking about things like this." 

 The Bulgarian has received good wishes from all parts of the world 

and said the support will help him in his battle against the illness. "I'll fight, it's 

clear and I also would like to thank everyone for the support from all around 

the world. But, of course, wishes from Bulgaria encourage me most. They give 

me strength to believe that one day I will recover." 
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THE WEEKLY SHORTS 
  

 

SCHALKE CLINCH OBASI DEAL 
Bundesliga side Schalke have activated the purchase 
clause in Chinedu Obasi's loan deal from Hoffenheim, 
securing his signature until 2015. Schalke have paid 
Hoffenheim €5m for the Nigerian international, who 
joined the club on loan in January. Obasi has scored once 
in eight Bundesliga appearances this season for Schalke 
and he has shown enough to get a permanent deal. "He is 
on the right track with us. This is why we have decided to 
exercise the buy option in his loan deal," Schalke sporting 
director Horst Heldt told Sport Bild. "He is a very important 
player as he can fill in superbly in attacking midfield, 
regardless if it is left or right wing. We have not had any 
issues with him, we plan ahead with Chinedu in mind." 
Obasi was excited when the news of his move was 
confirmed. "I am delighted by the additional time at 
Schalke. It is a really big club and a great team who are 
always competing for titles," Obasi said. 

 

GÖTZE SIGNS NEW DEAL 
Borussia Dortmund star Mario Götze has extended his 
stay at the Westfalenstadion. Dortmund announced on 
their website that the 19-year-old had signed a two-
year contract extension that will see him stay at his 
hometown club until 2016. "Everyone knows how 
comfortable I feel in Dortmund," Götze said. The 
playmaker said Dortmund's recent resurgence is far 
from over and he added: "I want to be part of this 
development." Sporting director Michael Zorc was 
thrilled to announce the new deal for Götze, who has 
attracted the interest of many top clubs, with 
Dortmund having turned down an offer in excess of 30 
million euros from the London club last year. "We are 
very happy that we will take the next step with Mario in 
the future," Zorc said. Götze first joined Dortmund at 
the age of nine. He made his first appearance with the 
club's first team aged 17, and within a year earned his 
first senior international cap for Germany. 

  

 

CELTIC FINED BY UEFA 
Celtic have been fined 25,000 euros by UEFA after their 
fans were seen to be misbehaving during a 1-1 draw with 
Udinese in the Europa League. The travelling fans set off 
fireworks as well as brandishing an 'F*CK UEFA’ banner 
during December's match at the Stadio Friuli in Italy. The 
Scottish club have not appealed the punishment. "Celtic 
have been fined 25,000 euros by UEFA's control and 
disciplinary body for breaching Article 11 of the UEFA 
disciplinary regulations," a UEFA spokesperson said. "The 
decision was taken on February 23. It is nothing out of the 
ordinary that it wasn't announced then. We can have 100 
cases at the monthly meetings. Celtic did not appeal." The 
banner was in reaction to a previous charge which saw 
them fined 12,700 pounds for illicit chanting in their game 
against Rennes. Officials at Celtic stressed that the 
minority responsible were not a correct representative of 
the club’s support. "My only surprise is that they got the 
spelling right" manager Neil Lennon said. "I am very 
disappointed, they have let me down, they have let the 
board, players and background staff down and 99.9 
percent of the support down." Chief executive Peter 
Lawwell also attempted to distance the club from such 
fans: "It is very frustrating. Those people are not Celtic 
supporters. "We will weed them out and these guys will 
not get back into Celtic Football Club. One or two silly little 
juvenile boys doing funny kids' pranks and stuff is bringing 
the whole of Scottish football down." 

 

A-LEAGUE DREAM TEAM ANNOUNCED 
First-time A-League finalists Melbourne Heart lead the 
nominations for the Professional Footballers Australia's 
team of the season. The Heart have four players 
selected including Fred, who was named captain. 
Selected by players' votes, Fred was joined by defender 
Michael Marrone, midfielder Aziz Behich and Clint 
Bolton, who was named reserve keeper. Premiers' Plate 
winners Central Coast Mariners, reigning champions 
Brisbane Roar and finals absentees Melbourne Victory 
each had three players selected. Mariners keeper Matt 
Ryan and defenders Joshua Rose and Patrick 
Zwaanswijk are in the starting XI, while the Roar are 
represented by midfield dup Thomas Broich and Mitch 
Nichols, as well as Golden Boot winner Besart Berisha. 
Phoenix striker Paul Ifill and Victory veteran Archie 
Thompson completed the starting team with the PFA 
opting for a 3-4-3 formation for the first time. 
Goalkeeper: Matt Ryan (Central Coast Mariners) 
Defenders: Michael Marrone (Melbourne Heart), Patrick 
Zwaansijk (Central Coast Mariners), Josh Rose (Central Coast 
Mariners) 
Midfielders: Thomas Broich (Brisbane Roar), Fred (Melbourne 
Heart FC), Mitch Nichols (Brisbane Roar), Aziz Behich 
(Melbourne Heart FC) 
Forwards: Paul Ifill (Wellington Phoenix), Besart Berisha 
(Brisbane Roar), Archie Thompson (Melbourne Victory). 
Subs: Clint Bolton (Melbourne Heart FC), Andrew Durante 
(Wellington Phoenix), Nicky Carle (Sydney FC), Carlos Hernandez 
(Melbourne Victory), Harry Kewell (Melbourne Victory). 

  

 

 

PSV RETURN FOR VAN BOMMEL? 
Mark van Bommel has hinted that he will return to 
Eredivisie side PSV Eindhoven if he leaves AC Milan at the 
end of the season. The 34-year-old is one of Milan's 
players who are entering the final months of their 
contracts, with the Rossoneri having stressed that they will 
not handle renewals before the end of the season. A move 
back to PSV, where Van Bommel played between 1999 and 
2005, has been mooted as the likeliest scenario if the 
Dutchman does not sign a new contract with Milan. "I 
have got several options, but for me there are just two 
serious options: AC Milan and PSV," he told NOS. "How big 
the chance is that I return to PSV? There is a chance, yes." 
Earlier in the week, Van Bommel's agent admitted that the 
midfielder was willing to take a pay cut in order to return 
to Eindhoven. The Dutch international signed for AC Milan 
in January 2011 on a free transfer after terminating his 
contract with Bundesliga side Bayern Munich. 

 
 

 

THIAGO SILVA IS NOT FOR SALE 
AC Milan chief executive Adriano Galliani has warned 

Barcelona against attempting to lure away Brazil 

defender Thiago Silva. Centre-back Thiago Silva has 

already confirmed Barca approached him about moving 

to Camp Nou last year but with reports indicating that 

Milan’s Champions League Quarter-Final opponents 

will make another attempt at the end of this season, 

Milan are believed to be set to hand Thiago Silva the 

club captaincy in a bid to persuade him to stay at San 

Siro. Nevertheless, Galliani claims the Serie A 

champions are unwilling to listen to offers for the 27-

year-old star. Galliani said to Tuttosport: “If Sandro 

Rosell (Barca president) asks me about Thiago Silva, my 

answer will be courteous but firm - he is not for sale," 
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CLARK FINED FOR GAY SLUR 
Houston Dynamo midfielder Colin Clark has been 

suspended for three games by Major League Soccer and 

fined for directing a gay slur toward a ball boy during 

Houston's 2-0 loss at Seattle last week. MLS Commissioner 

Don Garber also directed Clark to attend diversity and 

sensitivity training. Garber says “Major League Soccer will 

not tolerate this type of behaviour from its players or staff 

at any time, under any circumstances.” The 27-year-old 

apologized on Twitter and said he will personally say he's 

sorry to the ball boy. Garber says, “I believe that he will 

learn from this incident.” 

 

BAYERN TO OPEN JAPAN SCHOOL 
Bayern Munich will open a football academy in the 
western Japanese prefecture of Hiroshima next month. 
Based in the city of Fukuyama, the school will enroll 
320 children ranging from three to 15 years of age, with 
fees ranging from 270 to 900 euros per term. Bayern 
are one of the more popular German clubs in Japan, 
having won the 2001 Intercontinental Cup in Tokyo in 
addition to a pre-season tour against J.League clubs in 
2005. With even more Japanese players expected to 
head to Europe after the 2012 London Olympics, the 
school represents a prime opportunity for the current 
Champions League contenders to expand their reach 
into one of Asia's deepest talent pools. 

  

 

BERLUSCONI RETURNS TO MILAN 
AC Milan have announced that Silvio Berlusconi has 

formally returned to San Siro as honorary club president. 

The media mogul was forced to stand down from the 

position after he was elected the Italian Prime Minister for 

a third time in 2008 in order to avoid a conflict of interest. 

However, Berlusconi resigned from office in November of 

last year, thus enabling him to take up his old role with the 

Rossoneri. "President Silvio Berlusconi has returned to his 

club,"  a statement released on Thursday at Milan's official 

website read. "The board of directors, meeting today, have 

appointed him, by acclamation, as honorary president." 

The 75-year-old saved Milan from bankruptcy when he 

acquired the club in 1986 and went on to oversee a 

remarkable era of success that yielded five European Cups. 

 
 

 

POG WANTS FULHAM DEAL 
Pavel Pogrebnyak wants to seal a permanent move 
from Stuttgart to Fulham when his loan deal expires at 
the end of the season. Russian international 
Pogrebnyak joined Fulham on a six-month loan in 
January, and has already netted five goals in six 
appearances for the English Premier League club. 
Fulham manager Martin Jol is reportedly keen to 
acquire the 28-year-old on a long-term basis, and 
negotiations with Bundesliga side Stuttgart are 
expected to begin soon. Pogrebnyak told English 
newspaper The Sun: "I need a coach like Jol and would 
love to stay in England and continue to work with him. 
A conversation with the club's leadership will be held in 
the near future. The English game is faster than in 
Germany, and there are a lot of battles. But I think I've 
got used to it." 

  

 
 

 

INTER COME TO BARCA’S RESCUE 
Barcelona trained at Inter Milan's youth academy last 
Thursday after being unable to return home because of a 
general strike in Spain. Barca drew 0-0 with AC Milan in 
their Champions League quarter-final first leg at San Siro 
last Wednesday. Temporarily stranded in Italy, the Spanish 
team staged a 90-minute training session at the Centro 
Sportivo Giacinto Facchetti which, according to Inter's 
website, drew a crowd of more than 1,000 spectators. Star 
attraction Lionel Messi and the other first-team players 
involved in the match against Milan only played a minor 
role in the run out. Inter technical director Marco Branca, 
sporting director Piero Ausilio and youth academy director 
Roberto Samaden were all in attendance, and spoke 
afterwards with Barca coach Pep Guardiola. Barca, who 
have complained to UEFA about the state of the pitch at 
San Siro, host Serie A champions Milan at Camp Nou for 
the return leg tonight (Tuesday). 

 

HOFFENHEIM SIGN SCHROCK 
Bundesliga outfit Hoffenheim have signed Philippines 

international Stephan Schrock from top 2.Bundesliga 

side Greuther Furth on a three-year deal. The German-

born defender will join Hoffenheim on a free transfer 

when his contract with the current 2.Bundesliga leaders 

expires at the end of the season. Schrock, who made 

his international debut for the Philippines in a World 

Cup qualifier against Sri Lanka last June, is relishing the 

opportunity to join the top flight club. "I'm very much 

looking forward to the challenge at Hoffenheim, who 

have made a name for themselves on their way to 

becoming an established side in the Bundesliga," he 

told bundesliga.de. "I can take the next step in my 

career here." 

  

 

 

RODGERS REFUSED US VISA – JOINS LILLESTROM 
English Striker Luke Rodgers has been denied a United 
States visa and therefore parted company with New York 
Red Bulls by mutual consent. Red Bulls discussed the 30-
year-old's situation with the player after his P-1 Visa 
application was denied, meaning he was left to join 
Norwegian side Lillestrom SK. Although the MLS club will 
continue to monitor his progress with the view to possibly 
re-joining them in future. ”After going through the entire 
immigration and appeals process, Luke's P-1 Visa 
application has unfortunately been denied by the U.S. 
government for now," read a statement on the club's 
official website. "We have spoken with Luke about 
potential options and have mutually decided that it would 
be in all parties' best interests to terminate his current MLS 
contract so he could play elsewhere. However, we will also 
continue to track his progress this year while working with 
immigration officials with the goal that he could join the 
Red Bulls sometime in the future." 

 

PESCARA GOALKEEPING COACH DIES 

Former Lazio and Napoli goalkeeper Francesco Mancini 

sadly passed away last Friday following a fatal heart 

attack. The 43-year-old, who was working as a 

goalkeeping coach at Pescara, directed the Serie B 

side's training on Friday morning before he fell at his 

home during the afternoon. Emergency services were 

immediately called to his house, but it is believed that 

Mancini died before reaching the hospital. He broke 

into Matera's first team in 1984 before enjoying spells 

at Foggia, Lazio and Napoli, among other clubs, during 

his 24-year career. After retiring from football in 2008, 

Mancini became Foggia's goalkeeping coach in 2010, 

before following Zdenek Zemen to Pescara last 

summer. 

  



WORLD FOOTBALL WEEKLY 

 

7 

 

 

OMAN TO PLAY SENEGAL IN OLYMPIC QUALIFER 
After securing a 2-0 victory against Uzbekistan last 
Thursday, Oman will now face Senegal in the men’s 
Olympic Football Qualification Play-off Match. Oman and 
Senegal will compete for a place at London 2012 at the 
City of Coventry Stadium. The match in Hanoi, Vietnam, 
saw Paul Le Guen’s men defeat Uzbekistan after a 16th-
minute penalty from captain Hussain Al Hadhri and a goal 
on the stroke of half-time from Raed Saleh.  Oman held on 
to their advantage in the second half despite having Eid 
Mohammed Eid Al Farsi sent off with 16 minutes 
remaining.  Oman will now take on Senegal’s Teranga 
Lions in the qualifier match at the City of Coventry Stadium 
on 23 April (7.45pm kick-off). The winner will become the 
final nation to seal their place in the 16-team tournament 
at London 2012. 
 

Look out in the coming weeks for our special 

Olympic preview which focuses on the squads and 

the  players we feel may make the biggest impact on 

the tournament. 

 

MEXICO & HONDURAS QUALIFY 
Meanwhile, Mexico and Honduras have booked their 
places in the men's football tournament at the London 
Olympics after wins on Saturday. Goals from Marco 
Fabian, Alan Pulido and Miguel Angel Ponce guided 
Mexico to a 3-1 win over Canada in their CONCACAF 
qualification semi-final at Livestrong Sporting Park in 
Kansas City. Awaiting them in the final is Honduras, 
who needed extra time to overcome El Salvador 3-2 in 
a thrilling encounter. Honduras and Mexico will meet in 
the final, but both are guaranteed a spot. 
 

 
  

More news next week... 
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RESULTS ROUND-UP 

EUROPE 
 

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE – Quarter Finals 1
st

 Leg 
Real Madrid moved closer to a Champions League semi-final spot, after beating APOEL 
Nicosia 3-0 in their quarter-final in Cyprus on Tuesday. Three second-half goals – a brace for 
French striker Karim Benzema and one to Brazilian playmaker Kaka - gave Jose Mourinho's 
men a priceless away win at GSP Stadium, which virtually seals their spot in the final four 
after the first leg. A diving header from the Frenchman Benzema saw Real break down a 
resistant APOEL, as he completed an in-swinging cross from substitute Kaka. A cool side-

footed finish from Kaka himself and another easy strike for the former Lyon striker Benzema banished any Cypriot 
hopes of holding on for a stalemate, as the Spanish side's quality eventually shone through. 
 

Roberto Di Matteo’s Chelsea took command of their 
Champions League quarter-final against Benfica after a 
Salomon Kalou (pictured left) goal earned them a first-leg 
victory at the Estadio da Luz. The Blues had been described 
in the build-up as "not as good as we used to be" by a 
subsequently rested Frank Lampard, but they were 
comfortable enough during an low-key first half as Benfica 
moves came to nothing. Oscar Cardozo volleyed wide after 
taking a long ball on his chest but it was the visitors who 
had forced the only meaningful save by the break, Raul 
Meireles' sweetly-struck skidder parried by Artur. Cardozo 
would have rewarded a brighter Benfica after the restart 
had David Luiz not stood firm on the line but there were 
fine margins at the other end when Juan Mata rounded the 

goalkeeper, only to hit a post. Fernando Torres had been erratic in front of goal but eager in approach play, and it 
was a fine break down the right he made before affording Kalou a simple finish and the timeliest of first wins this 
term in Europe for Chelsea.  
 
Wednesday night saw Bayern Munich travel to Marseille and eased to a comfortable 2-0 victory. The Bundesliga side 
look certain to progress to the semi-finals after Marseille's decision to field third-choice goalkeeper Elinton Andrade 
backfired as his mistake gifted Bayern Munich the opening goal in their Champions League quarter-final. The 32-year-
old, preferred to Gennaro Bracigliano with usual starting goalkeeper Steve Mandanda suspended, allowed a Mario 
Gomez (pictured right with Franck Ribery) shot to squirm under his body in the 44th minute. This was Gomez's 11th 
Champions League goal this season, behind only Lionel Messi, and 37th in all competitions and kept them on course 
to reach the final at their own Allianz Arena stadium. Arjen Robben added a classy second midway through the 
second half to put the Germans on the brink of a place in the last four. It was hardly a vintage Bayern display, but it 
did not need to be to beat a Marseille side in the midst of an awful run domestically. 
 
At the San Siro, AC Milan played host to Spanish giants Barcelona in a 0-0 draw. Milan produced a superb defensive 
display to deny the defending champions. Milan should have been ahead just after the kick-off as Robinho found 
himself in space in the area, but he was unable to keep his close-range volley down. Barca began to take control of 
the game, and Alexis Sanchez (pictured right) just before half-time should have been awarded a penalty as he went 
down following contact from goalkeeper Christian Abbiati, but the officials did not award. Lionel Messi had the ball in 
the net soon afterwards, but the flag had already gone up for offside. Barca continued to dominate the match, and 
Sanchez had a good opportunity as he burst clean through only to be denied by a last-ditch Luca Antonini tackle. 
Chances in the second half were few and far between, but Abbiati had to make a smart save from Lionel Messi in the 
88th minute and Antonini superbly blocked Cristian Tello's follow-up effort. 
 
 

 
RESULTS 

Tuesday 27th March 2012 
APOEL NICOSIA 0-3 REAL MADRID 

BENFICA 0-1 CHELSEA 
 

Wednesday 28th March 2012 
MARSEILLE 0-2 BAYERN MUNICH 

AC MILAN 0-0 BARCELONA 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
JOSE HAILS APOEL 

Real Madrid coach Jose Mourinho has praised Cypriot club APOEL Nicosia after his team’s 
difficult 3-0 win in the Champions League quarter-final first leg on Tuesday. "It took us a long 
time to open the scoring but that had a lot to do with our opponents who played very well," 
Mourinho was quoted as saying after the match by Eurosport. The nine-time European 
champions, Real Madrid, dominated the match but APOEL, the first Cypriot side to reach the 
last 16 of Europe’s premier club competition, defended solidly to frustrate their Spanish 
opponents. “They don't have the outstanding individual talent that other teams in the 
Champions League have but in terms of organisation and character they are fantastic,” the 
Portuguese coach explained. "They created many difficulties and I think we won the game 
because we played well. What they did was fantastic, and we had to play at optimum strength 
to win, they were fantastic in defence and they deserve our respect,” he concluded. 
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UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE – Quarter Finals 1
st

 Leg 
The UEFA Europa League returned this past Thursday and Athletic Bilbao continued 
their dream run in the tournament with a 4-2 away win over Schalke. Late goals from 
Oscar de Marcos and Iker Muniain ensured the La Liga side will take a major 
advantage into the second leg against their Bundesliga opponents. Braces from 
Bilbao's Fernando Llorente (pictured top left) and Schalke's Raul saw the game level 
with few minutes remaining, before de Marcos and Muniain scored to give the visitors 

victory. The  opening breakthrough for Bilbao arrived on 20 minutes, when Llorente knocked home a dropped 
ball from Schalke goalkeeper Timo Hildebrand. The hosts at Veltins-Arena managed to respond in the 22nd 
minute when young Japanese defender Atsuto Uchida played a direct ball to the front post and Raul got a 
little touch to make it 1-1. In the second half, Raul - the top scorer in the history of UEFA competition - gave 
the hosts a slim advantage when he controlled the ball from 30 yards out, looking to play Dutch striker Klaas-
Jan Huntelaar into the box, where Fernando Amorebieta got a touch on it, sending it into the air. Raul 
followed up, drilling a volley from outside the box into the right side of the goal with thunderous power, 
leaving the Bilbao custodian Iraizoz with no chance, and cementing a fantastic double with his 76th goal in 
Europe. Llorente would match his fellow Spaniard's effort, heading home at the front post off a corner 17 
minutes from time to make it 2-2, using his strength and height to rise above Schalke's Joel Matip. De Marcos 
then tapped home a rebound from a few yards out after Mathias Schober could not control a shot from 
Susaeta in the 80th minute, before Muniain drilled Bilbao further in front in the tie.  
 
Atletico Madrid needed a last-gasp goal from young Argentine forward Eduardo Salvio to beat a resilient 
Hannover side 2-1 at the Vicente Calderon. Radamel Falcao (pictured middle left) had put the Spanish side 
ahead early on with a free header but Mame Biram Diouf grabbed an equalizer before half-time, and Salvio 
stole the victory for the hosts in the closing moments. The home side started the match in complete control, 
dominating possession and territory. This pressure did not take long to show. Just nine minutes into the 
game, Gabi lofted a free kick and Falcao was free in the box to glance a header past Ron-Robert Zieler, his 
seventh goal in Europe this season. Atletico dominated from there on but were made to pay for not taking 
their chances. Completely against the run of play, Diouf brought his side level. Lars Stindl sent in a pinpoint 
cross from the right, and Diouf slid in to poke the ball into the net with his left foot, for a precious away goal. 
Los Rojiblancos came out strongest in the second half. Like the first half more chances passed them by and 
Diego Simeone’s team was beginning to look frustrated and Die Roten were sensing a historic victory in 
Madrid. Luckily for Atletico, Salvio had other ideas as with minutes left, he held off a challenge and curled a 
delightful shot into the top right-hand corner of the goal. This tie remains in the balance, it is all to play for in 
the return leg at Hannover on Thursday. 
 
Brett Holman (pictured below) and Maarten Martens handed Eredivisie leaders AZ Alkmaar a scarcely-
deserved 2-1 victory with Valencia in Holland. The result was hard on the Spaniards, who levelled early in the 
second half through Turkish international Mehmet Topal and had enough chances, particularly in a spell of 

total domination in the 20 minutes after half-
time, to win the game with ease. But AZ rode 
their luck to ensure they would take the 
narrowest of advantages back to the Mestalla. 
AZ went in front against the run of play on the 
stroke of half-time. The Aston Villa-bound 
Holman peeled off his marker to get free at 
the back post and met Martens' right-wing 
corner with a beautifully cushioned side-foot 
volley directed back across the goal and into 
the far top corner. That goal did anything but 
knock the stuffing out of Valencia, who came 
out for the second half firing on all cylinders. 

The Spaniards eventually levelled in the 51st minute when Topal rose above Dirk Marcellis at the back post to 
meet Barragan's deep cross with a fantastic header which found the bottom corner. Valencia had their tails 
up but AZ punished the profligacy of their finishing by restoring their lead in the 79th minute as Holman and 
Martens again combined. The Australian burst down the left and got to the byline where he cut the ball back 
for Martens, arriving into the area to place his finish into the roof of the net from around the penalty spot.  
This zapped all out of Valencia and they could not respond again as AZ claimed a first-leg lead. 
 
Metalist Kharkiv boosted their chances of reaching the semi-finals with a last-gasp penalty in a 2-1 first-leg 
defeat at Sporting Lisbon. The home side looked on course to take a comfortable lead into the second leg of 
the quarter-final when Marat Izmailov (pictured bottom left) and Emiliano Insua put them 2-0 in front at 
Estadio Jose Alvalade. However, Ribeiro Cleiton Xavier converted a 90th-minute spot-kick to give the 
Ukrainian side a vital away goal and firm foothold in the tie.  

 
RESULTS 

Thursday 29th March 2012 
AZ ALKMAAR 2-1 VALENCIA 

SCHALKE 04 2-4 ATHLETIC BILBAO 
SPORTING LISBON 2-1 METALIST 

ATLETICO MADRID 2-1 HANNOVER 96 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  



WORLD FOOTBALL WEEKLY 

 

10 

 

ENGLAND: BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Manchester City’s title ambitions were dealt a huge blow as they could only scrape a 3-3 
draw with Sunderland at the Etihad Stadium. Martin O’Neill’s team outplayed the title 
chasers and were unfortunate not leave Manchester with all three points. Sebastian 
Larsson’s precise finish gave the visitors the lead before Mario Balotelli equalised from 
the spot shortly after. On the stroke of half-time the Black Cats were in front again, on-
loan Nicklas Bendtner rising to head home at the back post. It was 3-1 on 55 minutes 

when a lightening quick Sunderland counter attack saw Larsson slide home at the back post. Mancini sent on 
Carlos Tevez in an attempt to restore parity and the hosts were back in it on 85 minutes when Balotelli cut in and 
curled one home, before Aleksandr Kolarov levelled with four minutes remaining. Sunderland held out though 
and that is five points Manchester City have dropped to the north-east outfit this season. 
 
Queen Park Rangers’ survival hopes were boosted with a priceless win over London rivals Arsenal at Loftus Road. 
Adel Taarabt darted past Thomas Vermaelen to fire in the game’s opener but the hosts were soon pegged back.  
Theo Walcott found space in the box and sidefooted into an open net after his initial effort came back off the 
post. Samba Diakite’s strike on 66 minutes was the game winner though as Mark Hughes men went level on 
points with Blackburn Rovers and Wigan Athletic. 
 
Alex McLeish’s Aston Villa mounted a stirring comeback against Chelsea but eventually slipped to a 4-2 defeat 
little more than 24 hours after it was announced captain Petrov had been diagnosed with acute leukaemia. The 
Bulgarian attended the match before starting treatment in a London hospital on Monday, with tributes from 
home and away players and supporters before, during and after the match. Daniel Sturridge and Branislav 
Ivanovic put the visitors in control only for the home side to hit back with a quick-fire brace to restore parity 
courtesy of goals from Eric Lichaj and James Collins. Thoughts of an emotional victory were immediately dashed 
as Ivanovic converted his second of the game from Juan Mata's corner before Fernando Torres made sure of the 
victory for Roberto di Matteo with a cool finish beyond Shay Given. 
 
Two early goals at Craven Cottage set Fulham on their way to a 2-1 success against Norwich, with Clint Dempsey 
on target in only the second minute after John Ruddy could not hold Bryan Ruiz's shot. The American then turned 
provider as his superb through-ball was fired home first time by Damien Duff with Ruddy getting his hands to the 
ball but unable to keep it out. Norwich substitute Aaron Wilbraham pulled one back 13 minutes from time but 
Paul Lambert's men were unable to find a late leveller. 
 
Everton moved above local rivals Liverpool with a 2-0 home success against West Brom. Leon Osman's shot in the 
18th minute was deflected home by Gareth McAuley after neat one-two with Nikica Jelavic, with the Baggies 
defender credited with an own goal. Super-sub Victor Anichebe added the second just six minutes after coming 
on with a delightful first-time finish from outside the box after being set up by Steven Pienaar. 
 
Wigan remain in the relegation zone despite their first home victory since August as Stoke were beaten 2-0 at the 
DW Stadium. Antolin Alcaraz powered a header home from eight yards out in the 54th minute after Jean 
Beausejour, who missed glorious chances in either half, produced an excellent cross from the left. Victor Moses 
then added a second with time running out with a great solo effort to give Roberto Martinez's men hope of 
producing another great escape after their heroics of last season. 
 
Terry Connor’s Wolves hopes of avoiding relegation are disappearing with every passing defeat as fellow 
strugglers Bolton claimed all three points in an enthralling contest at Molineux. The home side dominated 
proceedings in the first half but could not make the breakthrough until Michael Kightly cut in from the flank and 
unleashed a low shot beyond Adam Bogdan's despairing dive. Martin Petrov showed great composure to send 
Wayne Hennessey the wrong way from the penalty spot after Roger Johnson brought down Mark Davies, with the 
midfielder unveiling a T-Shirt which read 'Be Strong Stan' in support of fellow countryman Stiliyan Petrov. Marcos 
Alonso was in the right place to convert after David N'Gog's header came back off the bar in the 80th minute 
before experienced campaigner Kevin Davies stepped off the bench to make it 3-1. Matt Jarvis pulled one back for 
Terry Connor's men in the 88th minute but there was to be no leveller and Wolves are now six points adrift of 
safety and with a significantly worse goal difference after a run of five successive defeats. 
 
The on-fire Papiss Cisse scored both goals as Newcastle United continued their surprise push for European 
qualification on Sunday with a 2-0 victory over Liverpool, who had keeper Pepe Reina sent off late on. The clinical 
Senegalese striker headed the first from a skilful Hatem Ben Arfa cross before sidestepping Reina and side-footing 
home for a second in a former famous number nine Andy Cole-like manner. It was a miserable afternoon for an 
out-of-sorts Liverpool, who felt they should have been awarded a first-half penalty when Danny Simpson 
appeared to handle on the line, while Cisse looked offside in the build-up to Newcastle's second. The returning 
Andy Carroll had a frustrating day at St James Park but did not help himself when he dived for a penalty in the 
ninth minute (pictured right) when he could have scored from the situation, embarrassingly he was booked for his 
troubles. In a strange occurrence, Carroll was indeed proving to be Liverpool’s biggest threat but he was hauled 
off midway through the second half by manager Kenny Dalglish to a raucous response from the Geordie fans. 
Liverpool had goalkeeper Jose Reina sent off with seven minutes remaining when he was judged by referee 
Martin Atkinson to have head-butted James Perch after being tripped up by the defender. Replays showed that 
Perch made the most of whatever contact there was when the two players came together in an angry 
confrontation but Reina did deserve the red. To make matters worse for Liverpool, they had used all three 
substitutes by this stage and former Newcastle defender Jose Enrique went in-between the sticks to another 
comical cheer from the St James’ faithful.  Liverpool have now lost six out of the last seven league games and 
Newcastle remain sixth and in a wonderful position for a European place. 
 
Tottenham Hotspur moved level on points with third-placed Arsenal in the Premier League last night, beating 
Swansea 3-1 to end a five-match winless run and keep Chelsea and Newcastle at arm's length in the battle to 
finish in the Champions League spots. Togo striker Emmanuel Adebayor (pictured right) scored two headed goals 
in the final 17 minutes as fourth-placed Spurs maintained the gap to their rivals below them to five points with 
seven rounds left. 
 
Manchester United stay at the top of the pile due to their 2-0 away win at Blackburn Rovers in the Monday night 
game.  Late goals by Ashley Young and Luis Valencia won the Red Devils in a poor match. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 31st March 2012 
ASTON VILLA 2-4 CHELSEA 

EVERTON 2-0 WEST BROMWICH ALBION 
FULHAM 2-1 NORWICH CITY 

MANCHESTER CITY 3-3 SUNDERLAND 
QUEENS PARK RANGERS 2-1  ARSENAL 

WIGAN ATHLETIC 2-0 STOKE CITY 
WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS 2-3 BOLTON WANDERERS 

 
Sunday 1st April 2012 

NEWCASTLE UNITED 2-0 LIVERPOOL 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 3-1 SWANSEA CITY 

 
Monday 2nd April 2012 

BLACKBURN ROVERS 0-0 MANCHESTER UNITED 

 
LEAGUE TABLE 

 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MAN UTD 31 24 4 3 76 

2 MAN CITY 31 22 5 4 71 

3 ARSENAL 31 18 4 9 58 

4 SPURS 31 17 7 7 58 

5 CHELSEA 31 15 8 8 53 

6 NEWCASTLE 31 15 8 8 53 

7 EVERTON 31 12 7 12 43 

8 LIVERPOOL 31 11 9 11 42 

9 SUNDERLAND 31 11 8 12 41 

10 FULHAM 31 10 9 12 39 

11 SWANSEA 31 10 9 12 39 

12 NORWICH 31 10 9 12 39 

13 STOKE CITY 31 10 8 13 38 

14 WEST BROM 31 10 6 15 36 

15 ASTON VILLA 30 7 12 11 33 

16 BOLTON 30 9 2 19 29 

17 BLACKBURN 31 7 7 17 28 

18 QPR 31 7 7 17 28 

19 WIGAN 31 6 10 15 28 

20 WOLVES 31 5 7 19 22 
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FA CUP – Quarter Finals 
David Moyes (pictured right) and his Everton side set up a mouth-watering Wembley FA 
Cup semi-final against Merseyside rivals Liverpool with a 2-0 win over Sunderland on 
Tuesday night in the Quarter-Final replay. A fine first-half performance from the Toffees at 
the Stadium of Light was capped by a fine finish from Nikica Jelavic after good work from 
Magaye Gueye. Martin O'Neill attempted to rejuvenate his lacklustre and disappointing 
Sunderland side with a number of attacking changes in the second half, but the 

substitutions had little effect on the game as Everton only extended their lead thanks to a calamitous David 
Vaughan own goal. 
 
Tottenham Hotspur booked their spot in the last four of the FA Cup with a dominant 3-1 win over Bolton in 
Tuesday's re-arranged quarter-final clash.  The match was originally first played 10 days ago, but had to be 
abandoned after 23-year old Bolton midfielder Fabrice Muamba collapsed on the White Hart Lane pitch after 
suffering from a cardiac arrest. The re-arranged fixture gave both sets of players the opportunity to play out an 
emotional and deeply poignant occasion, with all players donning t-shirts and partaking in a minute's applause in 
support of Muamba prior to kick-off. A semi-final tie against Chelsea was the reward for the victors, but both 
teams had to wait a little longer than previously envisioned, after kick-off was delayed by 15 minutes due to 
traffic congestion outside the ground. When the action finally did get underway, Bolton's Adam Bogdan put on a 
superb display in goals as time and again he thwarted a rampant home side with a string of superb stops. The 
deadlock was finally broken in the 74th minute when Ryan Nelsen nodded in a Rafael Van Der Vaart corner in a 
crowded penalty area. Gareth Bale, who remained lively throughout the match, extended their lead just three 
minutes later after latching onto substitute Jermaine Defoe's through-ball and finishing with aplomb after cutting 
back onto his left foot. Bolton, out-played, out-fought and out-thought for much of the match, managed to hit 
back in the 89th minute through Kevin Davies' tapped finish at the back post after an excellent Ivan Klasnic cross 
deceived the Tottenham backline. Substitute Louis Saha scored the final goal of the game in the last minute of 
injury-time, with an effort from the edge of the area after spinning off his marker Zat Knight. Wanderers will be 
sweating on a potentially serious knee injury to Darren Pratley, who was stretchered off on 25 minutes after 
fouling Bale as he surged past him just inside the Bolton half. 

 

 
RESULTS 

Tuesday 27th March 2012 
SUNDERLAND 0-2 EVERTON 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 3-1 BOLTON WANDERERS 
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SPAIN: LIGA BBVA 
Real Madrid remain six points clear of title rivals Barcelona at the top of La Liga after 
both cruised to wins on Saturday. Braces from Cristiano Ronaldo and Gonzalo Higuain 
saw Jose Mourinho's Real to a 5-1 thrashing of sixth-placed Osasuna. Karim Benzema 
fired Real ahead with a remarkable strike on seven minutes, connecting with 
Ronaldo's deep cross. The ball hung in the air, allowing the Frenchman to set himself 
up before showing excellent technique to unleash an unstoppable volley into the 

opposite top corner from a tight angle. Ronaldo put his side 2-0 up as he netted his first ever goal at the 
Reyno de Navarra. Picking up the ball 35 yards from goal, the Portugal international rifled a stunning effort 
into the top corner. Mourinho's side found a third not long after when Xabi Alonso's precise pass found 
Higuain, and the Argentina international clipped his finish over Andres Fernandez for his 100th goal in Real 
Madrid colours. Osasuna pulled a goal back when Nino sent a bullet header past a helpless Iker Casillas, only 
for Ronaldo to restore Real's three-goal advantage with a deflected free-kick on 70 minutes. Higuain headed 
in a Ronaldo cross soon after to complete the rout and take Real past the 100-goal mark in La Liga this 
season, while Osasuna finished with 10 men after Roland Lamah was shown two yellow cards late on. 
 
Barcelona ensured the gap remained at six points with a 2-0 win over Athletic Bilbao at Camp Nou. The 
visitors struggled just 48 hours after their Europa League win over Schalke and Barca took advantage with 
goals from Andres Iniesta and Lionel Messi sealing the three points. Pep Guardiola's side broke the deadlock 
five minutes before half-time thanks to a thunderous finish from Iniesta. Messi slid a pass into Iniesta, who 
drove towards goal and blasted a shot past Gorka Iraizoz and into the roof of the net. They doubled their lead 
just before the hour-mark when Messi dispatched a penalty into the bottom corner after Javi Martinez 
brought down Cristian Tello. 
 
Angel Lafita scored a stoppage-time winner as Real Zaragoza continued their La Liga revival with victory over 
Sporting Gijon at El Molinon. After a nervy opening, Helder Postiga gave the visitors the lead as he raced onto 
David Mateos' flick-on to slot past Juan Pablo. ebastian Eguren equalised for Sporting three minutes into the 
second half, taking advantage of poor marking to head home at the back post, but in a dramatic finish Lafita 
handed Zaragoza their third straight win by sweeping home Franco Zuculini's cross. 
 
Malaga's hopes of securing Champions League qualification took a bruising on Saturday as they lost their 
Andalusian derby 2-0 at home to Real Betis. Sitting fourth prior to kick-off and level on points with faltering 
Valencia in third, Manuel Pellegrini's men could have moved clear into the guaranteed spots with a win. 
However, first-half goals from Ruben Castro and Jose Dorado ensured a miserable night was had by most at 
La Rosaleda. 
 
Guilherme Siqueira's 89th-minute penalty helped Granada to a 1-0 win at Racing Santander. 
 
Atletico Madrid claimed a 3-0 win over Getafe at the Vicente Calderon on Sunday to close in on fourth place 
in La Liga. The win brings Diego Simeone's men to 42 points on the season and seventh place in La Liga, just 
five points shy of a Champions League qualification spot in fourth place. Atletico cruised to a comfortable 
home victory thanks to goals from Eduardo Salvio, Diego and Falcao. Salvio got the Rojiblancos off the mark in 
the 24th minute with a looping header over Getafe goalkeeper Miguel Angel Moya. Diego then doubled the 
advantage in the 62nd minute, scoring on his first start for the club in seven weeks. The Brazilian's header 
rattled the crossbar but bounced right back into his path as he stuffed home the second attempt. Falcao 
rounded out the scoring 13 minutes from time with a calm finish off of a Juanfran cross. 
 
Valencia squandered another lead to draw 1-1 with Levante on Sunday, endangering their hold on third place 
in the Spanish league. For the sixth time in their past eight games, Valencia failed to secure a win after scoring 
first and dropped valuable points at home. Levante were the more dangerous side early on at Mestalla 
stadium, but their crosstown rival Valencia went ahead 10 minutes before half-time with a move started by 
Aritz Aduriz, playing instead of the suspended Roberto Soldado. The Basque striker threaded a superb short 
pass through a trio of defenders and Sofiane Feghouli laid the ball off for Jonas to tap into the empty net. 
Arouna Kone (pictured left) equalised for Levante through a counterattack in the 54th. 
 
Real Sociedad move eight points clear of the La Liga bottom three with an impressive 4-0 win over Rayo 
Vallecano at Estadio Anoeta. The hosts were ahead after just six minutes courtesy of Imanol Agirretxe, who 
directed Dani Estrada's cross from the right into the net. Agirretxe then turned provider for Sociedad's second 
when he nodded the ball across goal for David Zurutuza to head home. Real were firmly in control of the 
match and made the scoreline convincing with two goals in the space of three minutes shortly after the 
break. Firstly, Antoine Griezmann latched onto Gorka Elustondo's through ball to strike home from 12 yards 
before Mexican striker Carlos Vela added a fourth.  
 
Villarreal barely helped their relegation fight following a forgettable goalless draw against European hopefuls 
Espanyol at El Madrigal. Both sides had the ball in the net, but both were ruled out for questionable fouls. 
Marco Ruben thought he had scored for the hosts in the first half when he poked in after Espanyol 
goalkeeper Francisco Casilla fumbled only for the referee to whistle. Villarreal then thought they had a 
penalty for a foul on Borja Valero before Espanyol were denied when Raul Rodriguez's finish was ruled out for 
an earlier foul on Diego Lopez. The draw left Villarreal four points above the relegation zone while Espanyol 
have a two-point gap to bridge behind the Europa League places. 
 
Sevilla scored three second-half goals to beat Mallorca 3-1 on Monday, recording a third straight victory. 
Goals from Alvaro Negredo, Manu del Moral and Jesus Navas put Sevilla one point behind sixth-place 
Osasuna, which is in the last Europa League place. Negredo scored in the 51st minute from Navas' corner, and 
Del Moral doubled the lead at Sanchez Pizjuan stadium in the 62nd with a well-placed shot inside the far 
post. Sevilla winger Jose Antonio Reyes (pictured right) sliced a pass through the defense to meet Navas' run 
into the area, and the Spain forward tapped the ball into the net in the 68th. Mallorca substitute Tomer 
Hemed scored a consolation goal in the 78th. 

 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 31st March 2012 
RACING SANTANDER 0-1 GRANADA 

SPORTING GIJON 1-2 REAL ZARAGOZA 
OSASUNA 1-5 REAL MADRID 

BARCELONA 2-0 ATHLETIC BILBAO 
MALAGA 0-2 REAL BETIS 

 
Sunday 1st April 2012 

ATLETICO MADRID 3-0 GETAFE 
VALENCIA 1-1 LEVANTE 

REAL SOCIEDAD 4-0 RAYO VALLECANO 
VILLAREAL 0-0 ESPANYOL 

 
Monday 2nd April 2012 
SEVILLA 3-1 MALLORCA 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 
1 REAL MADRID 30 25 3 2 78 

2 BARCELONA 30 22 6 2 72 

3 VALENCIA 30 13 9 8 48 

4 MALAGA 30 14 5 11 47 

5 LEVANTE 30 13 6 11 45 

6 OSASUNA 30 10 13 7 43 

7 ATLETICO 30 11 9 10 42 

8 SEVILLA 30 10 9 10 42 

9 ESPANYOL 30 11 8 11 41 

10 GETAFE 30 10 9 11 39 

11 BILBAO 30 9 11 10 38 

12 RAYO 30 11 4 15 37 

13 SOCIEDAD 30 10 6 14 36 

14 MALLORCA 30 9 9 12 36 

15 BETIS 30 10 5 15 35 

16 GRANADA 30 10 4 16 34 

17 VILLAREAL 30 7 11 12 32 

18 ZARAGOZA 30 7 7 16 28 

19 GIJON 30 6 7 17 25 

20 SANTANDER 30 6 7 17 25 
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GERMANY: BUNDESLIGA 
In possibly one of the greatest games in Bundesliga history, Stuttgart rescued a point 
in a eight-goal thriller with league leaders Borussia Dortmund on Friday night. 
Stuttgart overturned a 2-0 deficit in the second half, making it 3-2 entering the final 
10 minutes of the match. Dortmund scored twice within six minutes to take the lead 
before Stuttgart replied with a last-gasp equaliser. In a highly entertaining first half, 
Shinji Kagawa (pictured below) put the hosts ahead on 33 minutes, before Jakub 

Blaszczykowski added a 
second just after half-time 
when he took down a well-
weighted long pass from 
Mats Hummels and tucked 
his finish below Sven 
Ulreich. Stuttgart turned 
the game late and in 
emphatic manner with 
three goals in eight 
minutes. Vedad Ibisevic 
pulled one back in the 71st 
minute with a superb low 
strike inside the right post, 
and just minutes later 
Julian Schieber scored a 

double that stunned the home fans and swung the score 3-2 in favour of the visitors. His first saw him out-
muscle his marker, shrug off a pair of challengers and slip in the equaliser. Moments later, the ex-Germany 
U21 international latched onto a fine ball from Hajnal and again beat Roman Weidenfeller. But three minutes 
after the go-ahead goal, Hummels restored parity with a low drive from the edge of the box, before 
Dortmund grabbed the ascendancy again when substitute Ivan Perisic found the back of the net. In the 
second minute of injury time, Christian Gentner, who also came off the bench, made it 4-4 to earn a point for 
the visitors.  
 
Bayern Munich trimmed Borussia Dortmund's lead at the top of the German league back to three points as 
the Bavarians' 1-0 win at Nurnberg heated up the title race with only six games left. The win was a perfect 
boost ahead of Tuesday's home Champions League quarter-final second leg tie against Marseille where 
Bayern start with a 2-0 lead. Bayern midfielder Toni Kroos chipped over the Nurnberg defence and although 
Franck Ribery's shot was blocked by goalkeeper Raphael Schaefer, Dutch winger Arjen Robben was on hand 
to fire home on 69 minutes. Dortmund host Bayern at home on 11th April in a showdown which could decide 
the Bundesliga title with the season to end on 5th May and the pair also contest the German Cup final on 12th 
May. 
 
Freiburg picked up their third win in a row with an upset 2-0 win over sixth-placed Bayer Leverkusen. The 
visitors took the lead in the eighth minute when Leverkusen's Gonzalo Castro knocked a weak clearance 
straight to Julian Schuster and the Freiburg captain headed the ball home. Midfielder Daniel Caligiuri scored 
Freiburg's second goal with a powerful strike in the 60th minute. Freiburg are on a fantastic run and have 
earned 13 points out of the possible 15 in the last five games. Leverkusen later sacked manager Robin Dutt 
after this defeat, youth team coach Sascha Lewandowski and former defender Sami Hyypiä take over in 
caretaker roles. 
 
In Bremen, Maxim Choupo-Moting scored twice in the second half as Mainz beat Werder Bremen 3-0. Adam 
Szalai opened the scoring for Mainz with a goal in the 19th minute. 
 
Hamburg's 1-0 victory away from home against Kaiserslautern will be crucial in their quest to avoid 
relegation. Marcell Jansen's goal after 28 minutes mean Hamburg are now on 30 points, two points clear of 
the relegation places. Kaiserslautern are now almost certain to be relegated after a third defeat in a row. 
 
A penalty from Lukas Podolski was not enough for Cologne to avoid a third-straight loss in their game against 
Augsburg. Goals from Koo Ja-Cheol and Nando Rafael ensured the promoted club beat Podolski's side 2-1. 
 
Hertha Berlin's 3-1 win over Mainz last week proved to be a false dawn for the strugglers as they were 
crushed 4-1 at home by Wolfsburg to remain in the bottom two. Levan Kobiashvili put the home team in front 
in the 13th minute and it looked like their coach Otto Rehhagel had indeed found the secret to turn Hertha's 
season around, but it was not to be. An own goal from Christoph Janker and a Patrick Helmes strike gave the 
Wolves a half-time lead before Mario Mandzukic and Helmes again sealed the win for Felix Magath's side. 
Wolfsburg now join Stuttgart, Werder Bremen and Bayer Leverkusen in a four-way tie for fifth place as the 
chase for places in the Europa League next season intensifies.  
 
Hannover soared up the Bundesliga table following a 2-1 victory over Borussia Moenchengladbach on 
Sunday. The home side started the day in ninth place but moved up to fifth thanks to their win, while 
Moenchengladbach missed a chance to go third. Both sides had chances to open the scoring in the first half 
but the scorers were not troubled until after half-time when Didier Ya Konan scored in the 57th minute. The 
Ivory Coast striker reacted first when Konstantin Rausch's shot was going wide and slid in at the back post to 
knock the ball past Marc-Andre ter Stegen in the visitors' goal. Konan's striking partner Mame Biram Diouf 
(pictured left) added a second goal in the 76th minute. Moenchengladbach, who would have gone third with 
a victory after Schalke were held to a draw by Hoffenheim, got back in the contest just two minutes later. 
Norwegian midfielder Havard Nordtveit thumped the ball into the bottom corner of the goal from the edge of 
the box to make it 2-1. Moenchengladbach dominated the rest of the match in a desperate attempt to score 
at least one more goal but the home side held on. 
 
In Sunday's other match, third-placed Schalke had to come from behind to secure a 1-1 draw away to 
Hoffenheim. The home side had the better of the first half and took a deserved lead when Sejad Saliovic 
scored a penalty after 30 minutes. Schalke stepped up a gear after half-time and rightfully earned a draw 
when Klaas-Jan Huntelaar also scored from the spot with 10 minutes left. 
 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 30th March 2012 
BORUSSIA DORTMUND 4-4 STUTTGART 

 
Saturday 31st March 2012 

BAYER LEVERKUSEN 0-2 FREIBURG 
WERDER BREMEN 0-3 MAINZ 

FC NURNBERG 0-1 BAYERN MUNICH 
KAISERSLAUTERN 0-1 HAMBURG 

AUGSBURG 2-1 FC KOLN 
HERTHA BERLIN 1-4 WOLFSBURG 

 
Sunday 1st April 2012 

HANNOVER 2-1 BORUSSIA MONCHENGALDBACH 
HOFFENHEIM 1-1 SCHALKE 04 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 DORTMUND 28 19 6 3 63 

2 BAYERN MUNICH 28 19 3 6 60 

3 SCHALKE 28 17 2 8 53 

4 MONCHENGLADBACH 28 15 6 7 51 

5 HANNOVER 28 10 11 7 41 

6 STUTTGART 28 11 7 10 40 

7 LEVERKUSEN 28 11 7 10 40 

8 WERDER BREMEN 28 11 7 10 40 

9 WOLFSBURG 28 12 4 12 40 

10 HOFFENHEIM 28 8 10 10 34 

11 MAINZ 28 8 9 11 33 

12 NURNBERG 28 9 4 15 31 

13 FREIBURG 28 8 7 13 31 

14 AUGSBURG 28 6 12 10 30 

15 HAMBURG 28 7 9 12 30 

16 FC KOLN 28 8 4 16 28 

17 HERTHA BERLIN 28 6 8 14 26 

18 KAISERSLAUTERN 28 3 11 14 20 
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ITALY: SERIE A TIM 
AC Milan’s title chase hit a speed bump when Catania held them to a 1-1 draw on Saturday 
evening to drop two crucial points. A first half Robinho (pictured below right) strike was 
cancelled out by a headed equaliser by Nicolas Spolli as the hosts claimed a deserved point, 
and denied the Rossoneri a chance to open up a seven point gap at the Serie A summit until 
Juventus played on Sunday. 

 
Lazio were dealt a blow in their 
quest for Champions League 
qualification after suffering a 
shock 3-1 loss to relegation 
contenders Parma at Stadio 
Ennio Tardini. McDonald Mariga 
opened the scoring with a neat 
finish on six minutes and Sergio 
Floccari added a second for the 
hosts with a powerful header. 
Lionel Scaloni, who replaced the 
injured Andre Dias midway 
through the first half, was 
fortunate to pull a goal back with 
a deflected strike on 37 minutes. 
Floccari, however, restored his 
team's two-goal advantage in the 
72nd minute, striking home a Sebastian Giovinco cross as third-placed Lazio slumped to their third loss in four 
league matches. 
 
Inter Milan gave new coach Andrea Stramaccioni (pictured on contents page) a win in his first game in charge, 
beating Genoa 5-4 in an incredible Serie A encounter. Diego Milito scored a hat-trick for hosts Inter in a game that 
included four penalties and two red cards. Inter jumped out to a three goal lead in the first half with two goals to 
Milito and another to Walter Samuel after a corner. But the visitors hit back in first-half stoppage time through 
Emiliano Moretti to give themselves some hope at the break. Javier Zanetti then conceded a penalty for hand-ball 
in the area and Genoa forward Rodrigo Palacio scored from the spot to make it 3-2. Inter went into this game with 
only one Serie A victory in 10 matches but looked to have finished Genoa off when Mauro Zarate curled in a 
brilliant shot after 74 minutes. The action was not over, however, with two red cards and three penalties yet to 
come. Inter goalkeeper Julio Cesar and Genoa midfielder Giuseppe Sculli were both sent off for conceding 
penalties, as Alberto Gilardino converted a pair for Genoa while Milito completed his hat-trick with a spot-kick of 
his own. 
 
Cagliari moved level on points with Atalanta and opened up a nine-point advantage over the Serie A relegation 
zone with victory at the Stadio Sant'Elia. Daniele Conti (pictured right) set the hosts on their way with an 11th-
minute free-kick and Mauricio Pinilla made the points safe after the interval. 
 
Juventus closed the gap on league leaders AC Milan to two points with a 3-0 victory at home to Napoli. Antonio 
Conte's men extended their unbeaten league run to a club-record 31 matches thanks to goals from Leonardo 
Bonucci, Arturo Vidal and Fabio Quagliarella (pictured second left). Napoli had Camilo Zuniga sent off late in the 
encounter. Juve needed 53 minutes to open the scoring after a lively first half, with Bonucci poking home after 
Napoli failed to deal with an Andrea Pirlo free-kick. Vidal fired in a second with a quarter of an hour to play, turning 
Hugo Campagnaro inside out before firing home. They were fortunate to get a third, with Quagliarella beating 
Morgan De Sanctis at the near post to seal a strong win. 
 
Marquinho opened the scoring for Roma to set them on their way to a 5-2 thrashing of Novara at the Olympic 
Stadium on Sunday and keep alive their hopes of qualifying for next season's Champions League. Novara took the 
lead early on through Andrea Caracciolo but after that there was only ever going to be one winner. Brazilian 
Marquinho and Pablo Osvaldo hit back before half time while another Brazilian Simplicio and Bojan Krkic struck in 
the second period. Japan forward Takayuki Morimoto scored a late consolation for the struggling visitors, who 
remain second bottom and nine points from safety, before Erik Lamela put the icing on the cake deep into injury 
time. 
 
Lecce and Cesena played out a goalless draw which did little for either side's Serie A survival hopes. The best 
chance of the match fell to Lecce's Colombian midfielder Juan Guillermo Cuadrado, who fired wide two minutes 
into injury time with just Francesco Antonioli to beat.  
 
Luca Rigoni scored a late winner as Chievo climbed into the top half of the Serie A standings with a 2-1 victory at 
Fiorentina. Just as the game at the Artemio Franchi stadium appeared to be heading for a draw, Rigoni struck two 
minutes from time to hand Chievo three vital points. Sergio Pellissier had put the visitors ahead in the 24th minute 
but Fiorentina got an equaliser through substitute Adem Ljajic with 19 minutes remaining. 

 
Palermo struck three times in the final 22 minutes as they fought back from a goal down to defeat Bologna and 
record their first away league win of the season. Hosts Bologna took a 50th-minute lead through Frederik 
Sorensen. However, Palermo battled back and drew level through Massimo Donati in the 68th minute before an 
Abel Hernandez strike put them ahead eight minutes later. The visitors suffered a setback in the 81st minute when 
they lost defender Andrea Mantovani to a second yellow card, but Bologna could not capitalise and Palermo sealed 
the victory when Archimede Morleo put through his own goal with four minutes remaining. 
 
Udinese's hopes of securing Champions League football suffered a further setback as they lost at Siena.  Mattia 
Destro netted the game's only goal 20 minutes from time to lift the Tuscan team eight points clear of the 
relegation zone. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 31st March 2012 
CATANIA 1-1 AC MILAN 

PARMA 3-1 LAZIO 
 

Sunday 1st April 2012 
ROMA 5-2 NOVARA 

CAGLIARI 2-0 ATALANTA 
LECCE 0-0 CESENA 

FIORENTINA 1-2 CHIEVO 
INTER MILAN 5-4 GENOA 
BOLOGNA 1-3 PALERMO 

SIENA 1-0 UDINESE 
JUVENTUS 3-0 NAPOLI 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MILAN 30 19 7 4 64 

2 JUVENTUS 30 16 14 0 62 

3 LAZIO 30 15 6 9 51 

4 NAPOLI 30 12 12 6 48 

5 UDINESE 30 13 9 8 48 

6 ROMA 30 14 5 11 47 

7 INTER 30 13 5 12 44 

8 CATANIA 30 10 13 7 43 

9 PALERMO 30 11 6 13 39 

10 CHIEVO 30 10 9 11 39 

11 CAGLIARI 30 9 10 11 37 

12 ATALANTA 30 10 13 7 37 

13 SIENA 30 9 9 12 36 

14 BOLOGNA 30 9 9 12 36 

15 PARMA 30 8 11 11 35 

16 GENOA 30 9 7 14 34 

17 FIORENTINA 30 8 9 13 33 

18 LECCE 30 6 10 14 28 

19 NOVARA 30 5 9 16 24 

20 CESENA 30 4 7 19 19 
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FRANCE: LIGUE 1 
Big spenders, Paris Saint-Germain failed to reclaim top spot in Ligue 1 after a 2-1 loss to 
Nancy on Saturday, while Saint-Etienne were surprise losers. Carlo Ancelotti's PSG fell 
behind when Bakaye Traore (pictured low right) opened the scoring, before Mohamed 
Sissoko's goal changed the course of the encounter at Stade Marcel Picot. PSG looked the 
more likely to snatch a winner, but it was Yohan Mollo who struck late on to give Nancy a 
hard-fought victory. A lively Nancy side enjoyed the better of the early exchanges and 

grabbed the lead with their first meaningful attack as Traore poked home after neat lead-up work from Mollo, who 
was a constant threat. There was little change in PSG's lacklustre approach after half-time, but the equalising goal 
sparked the title contenders into life. Sissoko headed in Sylvain Armand's cross in the 50th minute as the 
momentum swung in PSG's favour. The visitors piled on the pressure but were unable to find a goal, and Mollo 
made them pay in the 89th minute. After a counter-attack, Mollo placed a shot into the bottom corner from the 
edge of the area to condemn PSG to their first league defeat under Ancelotti. PSG stay where they are in the 
league due to Montpellier having a week off and they are due to play their outstanding fixture with Marseille on 
the Wednesday 11

th
 April 2012. 

 
Saint-Etienne's European chances were dealt a blow after a 3-2 loss at home to Nice. Max Gradel and Anthony 
Mounier traded first-half goals before Sylvain Marchal put the hosts ahead on 42 minutes. Mounier equalised just 
before the hour-mark, and Francois Clerc snatched three points for Nice with an 89th-minute goal. The loss leaves 
Christophe Galtier's men four points adrift of fourth-placed Toulouse. 
 
Bottom-placed Auxerre registered their first league win of 2012 as Kamel Chafni and Dennis Oliech netted in their 
2-0 victory at home to Valenciennes. 
 
Sochaux took another step towards moving out of the relegation zone as Sloan Privat's 82nd-minute winner helped 
them to a 2-1 victory over Brest. 
 
Bordeaux were forced to settle for a 1-1 draw at home to Dijon, while Brice Dja Djedje scored the only goal in Evian 
TG's 1-0 win against Lorient. 
 
Caen remain in the relegation zone in Ligue 1 after a 0-0 draw with Ajaccio on Sunday, in a game where both sides 
missed golden opportunities to win the match. 
 
Defending champions Lille beat Toulouse 2-1 Sunday to get back into the Ligue 1 title race by pulling within four 
points of leaders Montpellier and PSG. Belgium midfielder Eden Hazard converted a penalty kick in the 12th 
minute after Toulouse defender Daniel Congre fouled him. Hazard has now scored five goals in his last five 
matches — and 14 goals this season. Lille forward Dimitri Payet doubled the lead by taking a pass from Hazard to 
score from close range in the 31st. Toulouse fullback Serge Aurier pulled one back by diverting home a shot from 
Adrien Regattin in the 60th. 
 

 
 
Olympique Lyonnais' Champions League hopes took a blow as the club held to a 1-1 draw by a spirited Stade 
Rennes side in Ligue 1 on Sunday evening at Stade de la Route de Lorient. The deadlock was broken in the fifth 
minute when former PSG striker Mevlut Erding capitalized on some lazy defending for only his fourth league goal 
of the campaign. Rennes had plenty of chances to put the game to bed against a poor Lyon side, most noticeably 
firing wide despite being afforded the luxury of an open goal. Fourteen minutes from time, its profligate finishing 
was to be punished as Lisandro Lopez (pictured above) popped up to turn home a Clement Grenier free kick as the 
points were shared. 
 

 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 31st March 2012 
AUXERRE 2-0 VALENCIENNES 

BORDEAUX 1-1 DIJON 
LORIENT 0-1 EVIAN TG 

SAINT-ETIENNE 2-3 NICE 
SOCHAUX 2-1 BREST 

NANCY 2-1 PARIS ST. GERMAIN 
 

Sunday 1st April 2012 
CAEN 0-0 AJACCIO 

LILLE 2-1 TOULOUSE 
RENNES 1-1 LYON 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MONTPELLIER 29 18 6 5 60 

2 PSG 30 17 9 4 60 

3 LILLE 30 15 11 4 56 

4 LYON 30 15 5 10 50 

5 TOULOUSE 30 14 8 8 50 

6 ST. ETIENNE 30 13 7 10 46 

7 RENNES 30 12 9 9 45 

8 BORDEAUX 30 10 12 8 42 

9 MARSEILLE 29 10 10 9 40 

10 EVIAN 30 10 9 11 39 

11 NANCY 30 9 9 12 36 

12 VALENCIENNES 30 9 7 14 34 

13 DIJON 30 9 7 14 34 

14 LORIENT 30 7 11 12 32 

15 AJACCIO 30 7 11 12 32 

16 NICE 30 7 10 13 31 

17 BREST 30 5 15 10 30 

18 CAEN 30 7 9 14 30 

19 SOCHAUX 30 7 9 14 30 

20 AUXERRE 30 5 12 13 27 
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NETHERLANDS: EREDIVISIE 
FC Utrecht struggled to secure a 3-2 home victory over second-to-last Excelsior, with Tommy 
Oar scoring the decisive goal just before the end. Mike van der Hoorn put the home side in the 
lead on 22 minutes, with Samuel Scheimann equalising by converting a free kick. Thanks to a 
goal by Roland Alberg fifteen minutes into the second half, the away team even managed to get 
ahead. The equaliser came fifteen minutes later when Mike van der Hoorn scored his second 
goal in the match. FC Utrecht then went on to win the match, even though towards the end 

Nana Asare was sent off the pitch when he was shown his second yellow card. 
 

Steve McClaren's (pictured left) Twente side needed 
until the second half to break through before registering 
a 2-0 win at home to Roda JC. Brazilian-born defender 
Douglas gave the hosts the lead when he headed in the 
opener on 55 minutes, and substitute Wesley Verhoek 
added the second late on. 
 
PSV Eindhoven had Slovenian international Tim Matavz 
and young prospect Memphis Depay net in their 2-0 win 
over VVV Venlo at Philips Stadion. Matavz struck early in 
the encounter and Phillip Cocu's side took all three 

points when Depay sealed the win in the last minute. The hosts collected the important win despite a 70th-minute 
penalty miss from Swedish striker Ola Toivonen. 
 
Feyenoord's refusal to give up on the Eredivisie title was evident again as they beat NAC Breda 3-1 to leave the top of 
the table extremely condensed. The victory kicked off with a third-minute Otman Bakkal opener and, although Mer 
Bayram levelled, goals from Ruben Schaken and Sekou Cisse sealed it. 
 
Bas Dost struck twice as high-flying Heerenveen claimed a deserved 3-1 win over a FC Groningen side whose hopes of a 
top-eight finish continue to dwindle by the week. Dost opened the scoring in the 24th minute and then restored his 
side's advantage just before half-time after Dusan Tadic had drawn the home side level. Viktor Elm then added a third 
goal late on for Heerenveen, who remain within a point of second-placed FC Twente after recording their third win in 
four games. 

 
De Graafschap remain rooted to the foot of the Eredivisie table after a 2-0 defeat at NEC Nijmegen. Going into the 
match two points behind Excelsior, Richard Roelofsen's men knew a three-point haul would lift them off the bottom of 

the pile. Goals either side of the break from Lasse 
Schone and Genero Zeefuik ensured that mid-table NEC 
coasted to a comfortable success, aided by Lion Kaak's 
dismissal just prior to half-time. 
 
Ajax signalled their title-winning intent by moving back 
to the Eredivisie summit with a thumping 6-0 win over 
Heracles. Locked in a six-team battle for the crown, the 
Amsterdam club took over top spot from AZ. Frank de 
Boer's men opened the scoring in the first half through 
Theo Janssen and then cut loose in the second, with 

Lorenzo Ebecilio making it 2-0 and Christian Eriksen claiming the third despite a possible deflection off Ebecilio. Vurnon 
Anita, Siem de Jong and Kolbeinn Sigthorsson (pictured right) on as a substitute having been out injured since early 
October - completed the rout. 
 
That put the pressure on AZ Alkmaar to respond and they were frustrated at the Gelredome. United States forward Jozy 
Altidore headed them in front but Guram Kashia and Marco van Ginkel gave Vitesse the lead. Simon Poulsen was 
credited with the equaliser on the hour but Brett Holman almost immediately collected a second yellow card and AZ's 
remaining 10 men were unable to find a winner. 
 
RKC Waalwijk boosted their hopes of clinching a Europa League play-off place this afternoon with a narrow 1-0 victory 
over ADO Den Haag. Krisztian Nemeth netted the game's only goal midway through the first half to lift RKC back level 
on points with eighth-placed NEC Nijmegen, who earlier beat bottom club De Graafschap 2-0. The result left ADO, in 
15th, only four points clear of third-bottom VVV-Venlo. 

 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 30th March 2012 
FC UTRECHT 3-2 EXCELSIOR 

 
Saturday 31st March 2012 

FC GRONINGEN 1-3 SC HEERENVEEN 
PSV EINDHOVEN 2-0 VVV VENLO 

FC TWENTE 2-0 RODA JC 
FEYENOORD 3-1 NAC BREDA 

 
Sunday 1st April 2012 

NEC 2-0 DE GRAAFSCHAP 
RKC WAALWIJK ADO DEN HAAG 

AJAX 6-0 HERACLES 
VITESSE 1-1 AZ ALKMAAR 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 AJAX 28 17 7 4 58 

2 AZ 28 17 6 5 57 

3 TWENTE 28 16 7 5 55 

4 PSV 28 16 6 6 54 

5 FEYENOORD 28 16 6 6 54 

6 HEERENEVEEN 28 15 9 4 54 

7 VITESSE 28 12 6 10 42 

8 NEC 28 11 4 13 37 

9 RKC WAALWIJK 28 11 4 13 37 

10 RODA JC 28 12 1 15 37 

11 GRONINGEN 28 10 5 13 35 

12 UTRECHT 28 8 9 11 33 

13 HERACLES 28 9 6 13 33 

14 NAC BREDA 28 8 6 14 30 

15 ADO DEN HAAG 28 7 8 13 29 

16 VVV VENLO 28 7 4 17 25 

17 EXCELSIOR 28 4 6 18 18 

18 DE GRAAFSCHAP 28 4 4 20 16 
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PORTUGAL: LIGA ZON SAGRES 
A Heldon Ramos goal was all that separated Maritimo and Academica de Coimbra on Friday 
night. Heldon scored the only goal of the match on 53 minutes as his team won 1-0 to 
consolidate fourth place on the table. Maritimo’s Ruben Rafael Sousa Ferreira was sent off 
after a second yellow card, reducing them to 10 men. Academica forward Ferreira was then 
next to see red in the 73rd minute as the home team dropped their 12th match of the 
season, leaving them just five points clear of the relegation zone. 

 
Benfica snatched a late 2-1 win over 
Sporting Braga. Braga were a point clear 
in top spot heading into the clash in 
Lisbon, but Bruno Cesar's stoppage-time 
winner saw them slip to third. Benfica 
opened the scoring in the 77th minute 
when Axel Witsel struck from the 
penalty spot after Uwa Elderson Echiejile 
brought down Cesar. Nigerian Echiejile 
redeemed himself soon after with the 
equaliser, poking in a Hugo Viana free-
kick at the back post. But Jorge Jesus' 
men would take all three points and end 
Braga's 13-match unbeaten league run 
when Cesar finished off some strong 
work from Argentine Nicolas Gaitan in 
additional time. 

 
Reigning champions FC Porto took full advantage as Lucho Gonzalez and James Rodriguez struck in their 2-0 win 
over Olhanense. Gonzalez opened the scoring midway through the first half before Rodriguez ensured Porto 
extended their unbeaten league run to eight matches with his 66th-minute goal. Porto now climb to the top of the 
pile 
 

A late Matias Fernandez (pictured left) goal saw Sporting Lisbon take a 
1-0 win at Uniao de Leiria in Liga Sagres on Sunday.  
The Chile midfielder struck in the 11th minute of additional time to 
help Ricardo Sa Pinto's men to the win at Estadio Dr Magalhaes 
Pessoa. Fernandez's winner helped fifth-placed Sporting Lisbon stay 
eight points clear of Victoria Guimaraes, while Uniao de Leiria remain 
in the relegation zone and five points from safety. 
 
Vitoria Guimaraes, continuing their chase for a Europa League place 
for next season, recorded a 3-1 win at home to Pacos de Ferreira. 
Nuno Assis, Bruno Martins Teles and El Arbi Hillel Soudani were on the 
scoresheet for Rui Vitoria's team, before Michel netted a late 
consolation for the visitors. 
 
Elsewhere, Ney Santos scored an 83rd-minute winner to guide Vitoria 
Setubal to a 1-0 win against Gil Vicente. 
 
Nacional were 2-1 winners at Rio Ave, while Beira-Mar moved five 
points clear of the bottom two with a 3-1 win over Feirense. 

 
Zhang Chengdong and Serginho struck for Beira-Mar, before they had Joaozinho sent off just after the half-hour. 
 
Fonseca had pulled a goal back for the hosts, but Jaime sealed all three points for Ulisses Morais' men with his 
79th-minute strike. 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 30th March 2012 
ACADEMICA DE COIMBRA 0-1 MARITIMO 

 
Saturday 31st March 2012 
FC PORTO 2-0 OLHANENSE 

BENFICA 2-1 SPORTING BRAGA 
 

Sunday 1st April 2012 
FEIRENSE 1-3 BEIRA-MAR 
NACIONAL 2-1 RIO AVE 

GIL VICENTE 0-1 VITORIA SETUBAL 
UNIAO DE LEIRIA 0-1 SPORTING LISBON 

VITORIA GUIMARAES 3-1 PACOS DE FERREIRA 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 FC PORTO 25 18 6 1 60 

2 BENFICA 25 18 5 2 59 

3 SPORTING BRAGA 25 18 4 3 58 

4 MARITIMO 25 14 6 5 48 

5 SPORTING LISBON 25 14 5 6 47 

6 V.  GUIMARAES 25 12 3 10 39 

7 NACIONAL 25 9 5 11 32 

8 OLHANENSE 25 6 11 8 29 

9 VITORIA SETUBAL 25 7 6 12 27 

10 GIL VICENTE 25 6 8 11 26 

11 PACOS DE FERREIRA 25 7 4 14 25 

12 RIO AVE 25 7 3 15 24 

13 ACADEMICA 25 5 8 12 23 

14 BEIRA-MAR 25 6 5 14 23 

15 UNIAO LEIRIA 25 5 3 17 18 

16 FEIRENSE 25 3 8 14 17 
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RUSSIA: RUSSIAN FOOTBALL PREMIER LEAGUE 
Goals from two Dynamo Moscow loan players helped FC Tom Tomsk heave themselves off 
the bottom of the Russian Premier League table on Friday, with a 2-0 away win at 
relegation rivals Spartak Nalchik. The Siberians broke a 57-year-old top-tier record last year 
of failing to score in 12 consecutive games, but now go to four matches unbeaten since the 
winter break. Alan Gatagov opened the scoring on 16 minutes with an overhead volley 
from close range on Anton Khazov's knockdown. Romanian midfielder Adrian Ropotan 

doubled the lead ten minutes into the second half with a low strike from distance as the Nalchik defense backed 
off. Tomsk leapfrog Nalchik to go to 29 points from 37 games, leaving the Caucasus-based side rock bottom on 27 
points. 
 
A debut goal from FC Kuban striker 20-year-old Anton Sekret dealt a severe blow to CSKA Moscow’s hopes of 
lifting the Russian Premier League trophy with a 1-1 draw Saturday. Sekret, in his first competitive appearance for 
Kuban, exploited space behind the CSKA defense to lash in from close range with an 88th-minute equalizer. 
CSKA’s top scorer Seydou Doumbia had put the visitors ahead, taking his Russian Premier League tally to 27 when 
he nodded in Zoran Tosic’s curling free kick on 71 minutes. 
 
Zenit St. Petersburg took a big stride toward the 
Russian Premier League title on Saturday with a 2-
1 win at  Spartak Moscow, going nine points clear 
at the top. Sergei Semak opened the scoring on 
just ten minutes, hitting a thunderous first-time 
shot past Andriy Dikan (pictured right) and in off 
the underside of the crossbar. The second came 
from the penalty spot after Alexander Kerzhakov 
was upended by Nicolas Pareja on 63 minutes. 
The Russia striker thumped past Spartak 
goalkeeper Andriy Dikan, who was still slightly 
dazed after a collision with Kerzhakov's knee a few minutes earlier. Artem Dzyuba gave Spartak hope in the dying 
minutes with a smart turn and shot in the box, but the hosts couldn't make their late pressure count.  
 
First-half goals from Shota Bibilov and Andrei Karyaka sealed a 2-0 win for FC Volga against FC Rostov in the 
Russian Premier League on Saturday. Bibilov put Volga ahead on 18 minutes, side footing into the corner after Ilya 
Maksimovich's long pass put the Russian clear through for his third goal in three games. The second came on the 
half hour, with midfielder Karyaka converting a penalty after the former Dynamo Moscow man was shoved in the 
box by Rostov defender Valentin Filatov. 
 
Sergei Kornilenko's second-half strike rescued a 1-1 draw for Krylya Sovetov against 10-man FC Krasnodar. Oleg 
Samsonov scored a spectacular opener on 37 minutes, thumping into the top left corner from 20 yards. It was the 
Russian's first goal for Krasnodar since joining from Krylya in the summer. Sergei Kornilenko leveled it on 70 
minutes, stopping a shot from Steve Joseph Renette dead and directing it between two defenders and into the 
right-hand corner of Nukri Revishvili's goal. Dusan Andelkovic was shown a second yellow card in injury time for 
the visitors. 
 
Lokomotiv Moscow missed the chance to move into second spot in the Premier League standings after slumping 
to a 2-0 home defeat against city rivals Dinamo. Aleksandr Kokorin put Dinamo ahead just before half-time and 
substitute Zvjezdan Misimovic sealed the victory with an 88th-minute penalty to leave defeated Lokomotiv still 
two points behind second-placed CSKA Moscow. 
 
Rubin Kazan beat Anzhi Makhachkala 1-0 to leapfrog above their opponents into sixth spot, Nigeria international 
Obafemi Martins netting the only goal of the game in the 50th minute. 
 
In the relegation group, Amkar Perm defeated Terek Grozny 2-0 at home with Nikola Mijailovic opening the 
scoring in the 54th minute before a Martin Jiranek own goal four minutes from time completed the scoring.  
 
 
 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 30th March 2012 
SPARTAK NALCHIK 0-2 TOM TOMSK 

 
Saturday 31st March 2012 

KUBAN KRASNODAR 1-1 CSKA MOSCOW 
SPARTAK MOSCOW 1-2 ZENIT ST. PETERSBURG 

VOLGA 2-0 ROSTOV 
KRYLIA SOVETOV 1-1 FK KRASNODAR 

 
Sunday 1st April 2012 

RUBIN KAZAN 1-0 ANZHI MAKHACHKALA 
LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 0-2 DINAMO MOSCOW 

AMKAR PERM 2-0 TEREK GROZNY 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

CHAMPIONS GROUP 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ZENIT 37 20 14 3 74 

2 CSKA 37 17 14 6 65 

3 LOKOMOTIV 37 18 9 10 63 

4 DINAMO 37 18 8 11 62 

5 SPARTAK 37 17 11 9 62 

6 RUBIN KAZAN 37 16 13 8 61 

7 ANZHI 37 16 11 10 59 

8 KUBAN KRASNODAR 37 15 10 12 55 

 
RELEGATION GROUP 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

9 FK KRASNODAR 37 13 10 14 49 

10 AMKAR PERM 37 11 11 15 44 

11 FK ROSTOV 37 11 9 17 42 

12 TEREK GROZNY 37 11 8 18 41 

13 VOLGA 37 11 4 22 37 

14 KRYLIA SOVETOV 37 8 12 17 36 

15 TOM TOMSK 37 6 11 20 29 

16 SPARTAK NALCHIK  37 6 9 22 27 

 
 

 
 

PLAYOFFS COULD BE INTRODUCED 
A revolutionary change of format may await the Russian Premier League from next season. According to the country’s Football Union president, playoffs to 
decide the champion could be introduced this year. 
 The initiative aims to bring more interest to the league, in which the average game attendance has been steadily decreasing in the last few years. The 
format implies two stages of the tournament, where the playoff participants are decided during the regular season, while, in order to become the ultimate 
winner, a team needs to prove their might in a cup competition. 
 The similar end-of-season playoffs are played in ice hockey, basketball, volleyball and a number of other domestic competitions in Russia. While the 
format is unknown to European football fans, it works in the American MLS, for instance. 
 "We won't disclose all the details, because playoffs in the Russian championship are still under discussion and a final decision hasn't yet been made. … 
Slowly we are moving in the right direction. It's possible that there will be playoffs at the end of the season. We will try," the Russian Football Union head Sergey 
Fursenko told Russian newspaper RIA Novosti . 
 With the majority of the Premier League sides have still to comment on the issue, Zenit St. Petersburg and Lokomotiv Moscow have already reacted 
coolly to the idea. The transition 14-month long championship comes to a close in Russia in May, 2012. It will synchronize Russia’s football calendar with the rest 
of Europe’s. 
 

  



WORLD FOOTBALL WEEKLY 

 

19 

 

SCOTLAND: CLYDESBANK PREMIER LEAGUE 
A Francisco Sandaza penalty secured a 1-0 win in Inverness and lifted St Johnstone 
into the top four of the Scottish Premier League on Wednesday night. The Spaniard 
netted his 18th goal of the season in the 41st minute from the penalty spot and it 
proved enough to stretch the visitors' unbeaten league run to six games. Only the 
woodwork prevented Caley Thistle substitute Claude Gnakpa earning his team a draw 
in the third minute of injury time. 

 
Rangers defeated Motherwell 2-1 to ensure bitter rivals Celtic cannot claim the Scottish Premier League title 
for at least another week. Motherwell went into the game having not beaten Rangers in 10 years but their 
fans were given some hope when Estonian hitman Henrik Ojamaa scored after six minutes. Chris Humphrey 
produced an electrifying run down the right to set up the goal, bursting into the penalty area before cutting 
the ball back to Ojamaa who side-footed the ball into the net.  It was only a matter of moments later that a 
wonder strike from 30 yards out by Steven Whittaker brought the visitors level. Motherwell goalkeeper 
Darren Randolph was left rooted to his spot as Whittaker’s unstoppable left-footed strike nestled in the 
bottom corner. The Gers left it until the 89th minute to score a winner. A long throw from Rangers was 
allowed to bounce inside Motherwell's penalty area and Lee McCulloch tapped in from a metre out. 
 

Steven Thompson (pictured 
left)  scored twice as St 
Mirren defeated Kilmarnock 
4-2 at St Mirren Park. Dieter 
van Tornhout opened the 
scoring for the visitors after 
11 minutes before 
Thompson's low effort beat 
Cammy Bell 13 minutes 
later. The similarly named 
Steven Thomson headed 
home Dougie Imrie's cross 
to give the hosts the lead 
and Nigel Hasselbaink then 
pounced on Mohamadou 
Sissoko's mistake five 

minutes later to increase their advantage. Thompson grabbed his second when he curled a shot beyond Bell 
with seven minutes remaining before Dean Shiels struck a late consolation for Killie.  
 
Hearts defeated Aberdeen 3-0 with Rudi Skacel scoring twice for the home side. Ryan McGowan scored the 
opener for Hearts with a header in the 27th minute and then set up Skacel for the Czech midfielder's first goal 
of the game eight minutes into the second half. Skacel wrapped up the win with another goal in the 89th 
minute. 
 
Dundee United defeated Dunfermline 3-0. After a goalless first half, the home side broke away in the second 
with Jon Daly's two goals split by a strike from Scott Robertson. 
 
A Georgios Samaras (pictured above right) header and an own goal by Chris Millar saw Celtic back to winning 
ways with a 2-0 victory over St Johnstone on Sunday. After defeat to Kilmarnock in the Scottish League Cup a 
fortnight ago, and last weekend’s loss to arch-rivals Rangers, Celtic were looking for a win as they close in on 
a first Scottish Premier League title in three seasons. After a dull first half, Samaras gave the home side the 
lead after 65 minutes with a header from Kris Commons' free-kick. Just a minute later St Johnstone had what 
looked like a decent penalty shout ignored when Fran Sandaza fell in the box. But the visitors' chances of 
victory were ruined when Millar turned Samaras' right-wing cross into his own net. Celtic are 18 points clear 
of Rangers and only need a draw at Kilmarnock next weekend to secure the SPL title. 
 
In the other SPL match on Sunday, fans at Inverness Caledonian Thistle's home ground had to wait an hour to 
see a goal before an action-packed end to the game saw Hibernian win 3-2. The home side took the lead in 
the 60th minute when Greg Tansey scored from the spot, before Hibernian hit back four minutes later 
through a Paul Hanlon (pictured lower right) header from a corner. The visitors then took a 2-1 lead after 75 
minutes when Garry O'Connor scored, which was followed by a long-range goal from Inverness midfielder 
Jonathan Hayes in the 83rd minute to tie the scores again. Inverness' hopes of a draw were blown with just 
five minutes left when 21-year-old striker Leigh Griffiths hit a low drive past the home side's goalkeeper 
Jonathan Tuffey into the far bottom corner to clinch a crucial victory for Hibernian. The win was the 
Edinburgh-based club's first since February and means they are now six points clear of the SPL's bottom club 
Dunfermline Athletic. 

 
RESULTS 

Wednesday 28th March 2012 
INVERNESS CALEDONIAN THISTLE 0-1 ST. JOHNSTONE 

 
Saturday 31st March 2012 

MOTHERWELL 1-2 RANGERS 
DUNDEE UNITED 3-0 DUNFERMILNE ATHLETIC 

HEARTS 3-0 ABERDEEN 
ST. MIRREN 4-2 KILMARNOCK 

 
Sunday 1st April 2012 

CELTIC 2-0 ST. JOHNSTONE 
INVERNESS CALEDONIAN THISTLE 2-3 HIBERNIAN 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 CELTIC 32 25 3 4 78 

2 RANGERS 32 22 4 6 60 

3 MOTHERWELL 32 16 6 10 54 

4 DUNDEE UTD 32 13 10 9 49 

5 ST. JOHNSTONE 32 14 7 11 49 

6 HEARTS 32 13 6 13 45 

7 KILMARNOCK 32 8 13 11 37 

8 ST. MIRREN 32 7 14 11 35 

9 ABERDEEN 32 7 12 13 33 

10 INVERNESS CT 32 8 7 17 31 

11 HIBERNIAN 32 6 8 18 26 

12 DUNFERMLINE 32 4 8 20 20 
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SOUTH AMERICA 
 

COPA LIBERTADORES – Second Stage 
In Group 8 of the Copa Libertadores, Matias Rodriguez scored a timely brace as Universidad 
de Chile beat Penarol 2-1 on Wednesday. The hosts stormed into an early lead in Santiago 
when Fabian Carini spilled Junior Fernandes' cross into the box straight at the feet of 
Rodriguez, and the Argentine duly tucked into the open net with just three minutes on the 
clock. But they lost that early advantage seven minutes after the break as a rare mistake 
from Jhonny Herrera enabled Carlos Valdez's header to creep over the line. Penarol 

defended astutely and managed to limit the number of chances for Universidad, but they could not stop 
Rodriguez from turning in Mena's cutback in injury time to give the hosts their second win of the group stage.  
 
In Uruguay, Nacional of Paraguay kept their hopes of progressing to the knockout stage alive with a hard-fought 
1-0 Group 5 win over Alianza Lima. Tabare Viudez scored the only goal of the match in the 69th minute, flicking in 
Vicente Sanchez's square ball to give the hosts a lead they would not relinquish. The win means Nacional sit just 
one point behind Group Five's joint-leaders Libertad and Vasco da Gama with two games remaining. 
 
Also on Wednesday in Group 6, torrential rain in Venezuela made for a drab affair as Deportivo Tachira and 
Nacional Asuncion shared the spoils in a 0-0 draw in San Cristobal. 
 
Olimpia shocked Flamengo 3-2 in a Group 2 Copa Libertadores game on Wednesday. Clausura champions Olimpia 
left Flamengo on the brink of an exit from Group 2 with the brilliant win in Asuncion. Goals from Sergio Orteman, 
Pablo Zeballos and Eduardo Aranda helped the hosts to the surprise win, lifting them above Flamengo and into 

second in the group. Orteman 
volleyed Olimpia into a seventh-
minute lead, but visiting Flamengo 
levelled just minutes after the 
break. A pinpoint Ronaldinho pass 
found Vagner Love, who netted to 
make it 1-1 after 49 minutes. 
Zeballos restored Olimpia's 
advantage, before Aranda put 
them two goals ahead with a 20-
yard drive on 71 minutes. 
Argentine Dario Botinelli pulled 
one back for Flamengo with a 
cracking long-range strike, but the 
hosts held on for an important win. 
 
Elsewhere, Universidad Catolica 
recorded their first win in Group 3 

with a 2-1 victory at home to fellow Chilean side Union Espanola. Roberto Ovelar had given the hosts an early 
lead in Santiago, only for Gonzalo Villagra to level on 86 minutes. The hosts, who finished the encounter with 10 
men after Matias Campos was sent off, netted a late winner when Daud Gazale struck to help them to within a 
point of second-placed Bolivar. 
 
In Group 7, Defensor Sporting moved into second after Nicolas Olivera's goal saw them to a 1-0 win at home to 
Guadalajara. Guadalajara's chances of victory had been dealt a blow five minutes before half-time when Julio 
Nava was sent off. 

 
In Group 4 on Thursday 
night, Pablo Ledesma 
scored in the 50th minute 
and Juan Sanchez Mino 
(pictured left) added 
another in the 90th to 
rally 10-man Boca Juniors 
to a 2-0 victory over 
fellow Argentine club 
Arsenal in the Copa 
Libertadores on Thursday. 
Boca defender Leandro 
Somoza was sent off 
when he picked up his 
second yellow card in the 
37th minute. Ledesma 
scored on a counterattack 
at Boca's Bombonera 
stadium. Santiago Silva 

started the play, passing to Juan Roman Riquelme whose shot was deflected by Arsenal keeper Cristian 
Campestrini into the path of Ledesma, who chipped it home. Sanchez Mino scored in the final minute, taking a 
pass from Silva and connecting from the left wing. The victory improved Boca to seven points in four matches, 
shoring up the Buenos Aires club's grip on second place in Group 4.  
 
In Thursday's other group game, Brazil's Fluminense beat Venezuela's Zamora 1-0 to move to a perfect 12 points 
from four games, guaranteeing it a spot in the next round. Boca has seven points, Arsenal has three and Zamora 
one. Rafael Sobis scored Fluminense's winner with a 79th minute free kick. 
 
 

 

 
RESULTS 

Wednesday 28th March 2012 
NACIONAL 1-0 ALIANZA LIMA 

DEPORTIVO TACHIRA 0-0 NACIONAL ASUNCION 
UNIVERISIDAD CHILE 2-1 PENAROL 

 
Thursday 29th March 2012 

DEFENSOR SPORTING 1-0 GUADALAJARA 
OLIMPIA 3-2 FLAMENGO 

UNIVERSIDAD CATOLICA 2-1 UNION ESPANOLA 
BOCA JUNIORS 2-0 ARSENAL DE SARANDI 

ZAMORA 0-1 FLUMINENSE 
 
 

GROUP TABLES 
 

GROUP 1 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 SANTOS 4 3 0 1 9 

2 INTERNACIONAL 4 2 1 1 7 

3 THE STRONGEST 4 2 1 1 7 

4 JUAN AURICH 4 0 0 4 0 

GROUP 2 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 LANUS 4 2 1 1 7 

2 OLIMPIA 4 2 1 1 7 

3 FLAMENGO 4 1 2 1 5 

4 EMELEC 4 1 0 3 3 

GROUP 3 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 UNION ESPANOLA 4 2 1 1 7 

2 BOLIVAR 4 2 1 1 7 

3 UN. CATOLICA 4 1 3 0 6 

4 JUNIOR 4 0 1 3 1 

GROUP 4 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 FLUMINENSE 4 4 0 0 12 

2 BOCA JUNIORS 4 2 1 1 7 

3 ARSENAL 4 1 0 3 3 

4 ZAMORA 4 0 1 3 1 

GROUP 5 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 LIBERTAD 4 2 1 1 7 

2 VASCO DE GAMA 4 2 1 1 7 

3 NACIONAL (URU) 4 2 0 2 6 

4 ALIANZA LIMA 4 1 0 3 3 

GROUP 6 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 CORINTHIANS 4 2 2 0 8 

2 CRUZ AZUL 4 2 1 1 7 

3 NACIONAL (PAR) 4 1 2 2 4 

4 DEPORTIVO TACHIRA 4 0 2 2 2 

GROUP 7 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 VELEZ SARSFIELD 4 3 0 1 9 

2 DEFENSOR 4 2 0 2 6 

3 DEPORTIVO QUITO 4 1 1 2 4 

4 GUADALAJARA 4 1 1 2 4 

GROUP 8 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ATLETICO NACIONAL 4 2 2 0 8 

2 UN. DE CHILE  4 2 1 1 7 

3 GODOY CRUZ 4 1 2 1 4 

4 PENAROL 4 0 1 3 1 
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ARGENTINA: PRIMERA DIVISION CLAUSURA 
Boca Juniors won 3-0 at Estudiantes to replace their hosts at the top of the Clausura table. 
Boca were 2-0 up inside 24 minutes thanks to goals from Santiago Silva and Pablo Ledesma, 
before Pablo Mouche rounded off the scoring in the 68th minute. To make matter worse 
for Estudiantes, results elsewhere meant they slipped from first to fifth in the table. 
 
Newell's Old Boys beat Racing Club 2-0 to go second, with second-half goals from 

Maximiliano Urruti and Pablo Perez. 
 
Velez Sarsfield's 2-0 win at San Lorenzo sent them third. Alejandro Cabral opened the scoring in the eighth minute, 
but they had to wait until six minutes from the end to get their second through half-time substitute Ivan Bella. 
 
And Arsenal Sarandi also overtook Estudiantes, going fourth with a 2-0 win at All Boys despite playing nearly half 
the match with 10 men. Gustavo Leschuk opened the scoring in the 24th minute and Arsenal had a moment of 
fortune when Mauro Matos missed a penalty just before the break. Victor Cuesta then saw red two minutes into 
the second half, but substitute Diego Torres added a second in the 64th minute. 
 
Roberval snatched a point for San Martin San Juan in a 2-2 draw against Colon Santa Fe. San Martin took the lead 
in the 36th minute though Marcelo Carrusca, but Javier Chevanton levelled three minutes later and they appeared 
to have thrown away all three points when Leandro Gonzalez netted in the 87th minute, only for Roberval to 
intervene a minute later. 
 
Tigre missed the chance to go top of the Clausura as they slipped to a 2-1 home defeat at the hands of Argentinos 
Juniors. The hosts found themselves 2-0 down inside 23 minutes thanks to a double from Fabian Bordagaray. Tigre 
then had Cristian Lema sent off in the 77th minute and though they did pull one back two minutes later through 
Carlos Luna, it was not enough for them to challenge leaders Estudiantes. 
 
Banfield leapt off the foot of the table in some style with a 5-2 win at Olimpo, who replaced them at the bottom. 
The hosts took the lead through Andres Franzoia in the fifth minute, but Adrian Reta levelled eight minutes after 
the break before pulling ahead with a double from Andres Chavez after the break. Roberto Brum made it 4-1 in 
the 74th minute and, though Martin Guedes pulled one back three minutes later, Jonathan Gomez rounded off 
the scoring eight minutes from time. 
 
Struggling Independiente got a welcome victory as they beat Atletico Rafaela 2-0 with goals from Facundo Parra in 
the 57th minute and Fabian Monserrat 10 minutes from time.  
 
In the day's other game, Union Santa Fe opened the scoring through Jorge Velazquez in the 36th minute, but 
Ruben Ramirez levelled three minutes before the break to secure a 1-1 draw for Godoy Cruz. Union held on for a 
point despite having Fausto Montero sent off in the 59th minute. 
 

 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 31st March 2012 
LANUS 0-1 BELGRANO 
OLIMPO 2-5 BANFIELD 

UNION SANTE FE 1-1 GODOY CRUZ 
 

Sunday 1st April 2012 
INDEPENDIENTE 2-0 ATLETICO RAFAELA 

TIGRE 1-2 ARGENTINOS JUNIORS 
ALL BOYS 0-2 ARSENAL 

SAN LORENZO 0-2 VELEZ SARSFIELD 
NEWELL’S OLD BOYS 2-0 RACING CLUB 

SAN MARTIN 2-2 COLON 
 

Monday 2nd April 2012 
ESTUDIANTES 0-3 BOCA JUNIORS  

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 BOCA JUNIORS 8 5 2 1 17 

2 NEWELLS OLD BOYS 8 5 1 2 16 

3 VELEZ SARSFIELD 8 4 3 1 15 

4 ARSENAL 8 4 3 1 15 

5 ESTUDIANTES 8 4 3 1 15 

6 TIGRE 8 4 2 2 14 

7 UNION SANTE FE 8 2 5 1 11 

8 ARGENTINOS JRS 8 3 2 3 11 

9 BELGRANO 8 3 2 3 11 

10 COLON DE SANTE FE 8 2 4 2 10 

11 ALL BOYS 8 2 4 2 10 

12 SAN MARTIN 8 2 3 3 9 

13 INDEPENDIENTE 8 3 0 5 9 

14 RACING CLUB 8 2 2 4 8 

15 GODOY CRUZ 8 1 5 2 8 

16 BANFIELD 8 2 2 4 8 

17 SAN LORENZO 8 2 2 4 8 

18 LANUS 8 2 1 5 7 

19 ATLETICO RAFAELA 8 2 1 5 7 

20 OLIMPO 8 2 1 5 5 
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BRAZIL: CAMPEONATO PAULISTA A1 
Corinthians went top of the Campeonato Paulista on Wednesday night with a 1-0 home 
win over XV de Piracicaba. Ramon scored the game's only goal in the first minute after the 
interval to send his side top of the table. 
 
Palmeiras claimed a 1-0 win away to Paulista. Joao Vitor struck in the 87th minute, to help 
move Luiz Felipe Scolari's men to within two points of new leaders Corinthians. 

 
Bragantino ended a three-match winless streak with a 3-2 away victory over struggling Mirassol. A 90th-minute 
winner to Patrick saw Marcelo Veiga's side break their drought, while also inflicting a third straight defeat for 
Mirassol. The visitors led 2-0 after 24 minutes courtesy of goals to Luis Henrique and Giancarlo - the latter scoring 
his ninth goal of the season - but a Mirassol comeback was on when Xuxa equalised in the 80th minute to add to 
Gilsinho's strike late in the first half. But Patrick broke Mirassol hearts late, leaving the club without a win in five 
matches. 
 
The league’s top scorer Hernane struck the equaliser in Mogi Mirim's 2-2 draw at home to Ituano. Ituano took a 
shock lead on 12 minutes through Kleiton Domingues - they doubled the lead nine minutes later via a Tiago Alves 
own goal. But Mogi Mirim struck back with two goals in six minutes, courtesy of Rene and Hernane - the latter 
moving his tally to 12 in 16 games this campaign. 
 
Ponte Preta earned a 3-1 home win over Portuguesa, with Roger scoring a brace and Renato Caja grabbing the 
other for the victors. Ponte Preta was playing with ten men for virtually the whole of the match due to the 
dismissal of Willian Magrão in the first minute for a foul on Diego Souza. Rodriguinho scored the Portuguesa goal 
in the 41

st
 minute. 

 
Oesta claimed a 2-0 away win at Comercial with goals from Marcinho and Roger, leaving the hosts rooted to the 
bottom of the table with just eight points from 16 matches. 
 
Seriously threatened by relegation, Botafogo suffered its seventh consecutive defeat at home to São Caetano. 
Marcos Aurélio grabbed the lead for Botafogo in the 28th minute but Diego struck straight back to make the game 
1-1.  Before half-time Geovane scored to put the away team up 2-1, but Botafogo’s Edson levelled the game up on 
66 minutes.  But it was Sao Caetano that was celebrating when Geovane smashed home the winner in the 83rd 
minute. 
 
Neymar scored a superb hat-trick as Santos thrashed Guaratingueta 5-0 in their Campeonato Paulista clash on 
Thursday. The Brazilian superstar increased his league tally to 10 at the Estadio Urbano Caldeira in Sao Paulo, and 
he started the match in fine fashion when he opened the scoring after just three minutes. As expected, Santos 
dominated Guaratingueta, who occupy a spot in the relegation zone, adding a second goal in the 25th minute 
through Borges. Juan made it three on 36 minutes, before Guaratingueta midfielder Gercimar was sent off in the 
41st minute for a straight red card. Neymar doubled his tally for the match with the resultant penalty in the 42nd 
minute, before he netted another spot kick late on to earn his second treble of the Paulista campaign. The win 
moves Santos back up to fourth on the table. 
 
Elsewhere, Sao Paulo climbed back on top of the league table with a 2-0 win over Catanduvense. It was an eighth 
straight win for Emerson Leao's men, while the loss for Roberval Davino's side ended an unbeaten streak that 
spanned four games. Fernandinho broke the deadlock on 75 minutes, before a late own-goal conceded by Cleber 
Reis sealed the win for Sao Paulo. 
 
Guarani claimed a 2-1 win over Linense at home, with Oziel scoring the winner for his club. The result was 
Guarani's fifth match unbeaten, while Linense are now without a win in four. 
 
Palmeiras slumped to a 1-0 loss to Mirassol in the Campeonato Paulista on Saturday, while Paulista suffered their 
fourth straight defeat. A 68th-minute goal from Jonathan Antenor de Moura Almeida helped Mirassol move into 
ninth with the surprise win. Palmeiras had the chance to reclaim top spot from Sao Paulo, but the loss leaves them 
two points adrift in third and having played a game more. 
 
Meanwhile, Paulista's struggles continued as they went down 3-1 at Mogi Mirim. Ronei, Felipe and Val were on 
the scoresheet for Guto Ferreira's side, who are now fourth after extending their unbeaten run to 10 matches. 
Paulista have lost four straight matches in all competitions and won just one of their past seven. 
 
XV de Piracicaba moved out of the relegation zone with a 2-1 win at home to bottom-placed Comercial. 
 
Sao Paulo remained top in the Campeonato Paulista with a win on Sunday, while Corinthians kept the pressure on 
with a comfortable victory. Rhodolfo netted a brace as Sao Paulo recorded their ninth straight win in all 
competitions with a come-from-behind 4-2 victory at Ituano. Anderson Salles and Alex Ferreira struck in the 
opening 31 minutes for the hosts, before Sao Paulo started their fight back in the second half. Rhodolfo scored 
twice in five minutes before the hour-mark to draw level, and Lucas Silva and Willian Jose netted to ensure their 
side stayed top. 
 
Corinthians thrashed Oeste 3-0 to remain level on points with Sao Paolo, but they stay second on goal difference. 
Brazilian-born Portuguese striker Liedson led the way with a brace while Willian netted the other in a comfortable 
win. 
 
Santos moved into third thanks to a 2-0 win over Portuguesa as Rafael Caldeira and Dimba got on the scoresheet. 
 
In other matches, Guarani recorded a 2-1 win at Catanduvense, while Giancarlo and Andre Astorga netted in 
Bragantino's 2-0 victory at home to Sao Caetano. 
 
Guaratingueta came from behind to beat Ponte Preta 2-1 and Botafogo moved within a point of safety with a 3-1 
win at Linense. 
 

 
RESULTS 

Wednesday 28th March 2012 
PONTE PRETA 3-1 PORTUGUESA 

MIRASSOL 2-3 BRAGANTINO 
COMERCIAL 0-2 OESTE 

MOGI MIRIM 2-2 ITUANO 
BOTAFOGO 2-3 SAO CAETANO 

CORINTHIANS 1-0 XV DE PIRACICABA 
PAULISTA 0-1 PALMEIRAS 

 
Thursday 29th March 2012 

SAO PAULO 2-0 CATANDUVENSE 
GUARANI 2-1 LINENSE 

 
Friday 30th March 2012 

SANTOS 5-0 GUARATINGUETA 
 

Saturday 31st March 2012 
PALMEIRAS 0-1 MIRASSOL 

XV DE PIRACICABA 2-1 COMERCIAL 
MOGI MIRIM 3-1 PAULISTA 

 
Sunday 1st April 2012 

PORTUGUESA vs. SANTOS 
OESTE vs. CORINTHIANS 
ITUANO vs. SAO PAULO 

GUARATINGUETA vs. PONTE PRETA 
LINENSE vs. BOTAFOGO 

CATANDUVENSE vs. GUARANI 
BRAGANTINO vs. SAO CAETANO 

 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 SAO PAULO 17 12 4 1 40 

2 CORINTHIANS 17 12 4 1 40 

3 SANTOS 17 11 3 3 36 

4 PALMEIRAS 17 10 5 2 35 

5 MOGI MIRIM 17 10 4 3 34 

6 GUARANI 17 10 3 4 33 

7 BRAGANTINO 17 8 5 4 29 

8 PONTE PRETA 17 8 4 5 28 

9 MIRASSOL 17 5 6 6 21 

10 PAULISTA 17 6 1 10 19 

11 ITUANO 17 5 4 8 19 

12 LINENSE 17 5 4 8 19 

13 SAO CAETANO 17 4 7 6 19 

14 OESTE 17 4 7 6 19 

15 PORTUGUESA 17 4 5 8 17 

16 XV DE PIRACICABA 17 4 2 11 14 

17 GUARATINGUETA 17 4 2 11 14 

18 BOTAFOGO 17 4 1 12 13 

19 CATANDUVENSE 17 2 7 8 13 

20 COMERCIAL 17 2 2 13 8 
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NORTH AMERICA 

 

CONCACAF CHAMPIONS LEAGUE – Semi Finals 1st Leg 
There could be buckets of bad blood next week when Toronto FC and Santos Laguna meet in Mexico for the 
second leg of their CONCACAF Champions League semifinal and Laguna’s manager Benjamin Galindo may 
also be hearing from CONCACAF after seemingly calling American referee Ricardo Salazar a "gringo" in the 
post-match news conference. Wednesday's ill-tempered first leg ended in a 1-1 tie and a wild full-time brawl 
(pictured below) that saw Darwin Quintero become the second Santos Laguna player to receive marching 
orders on the night after headbutting Toronto’s Ashtone Morgan. In addition to two red cards, the unruly 

Mexicans leave town with a valuable away goal after the action-packed contest before 18,950 at BMO Field. Morgan goes home 
with a knot on his forehead from the head-butt while fellow defender Richard Eckersley's leg was gashed by a set of Mexican studs -
- that led to Osmar Mares' dismissal in the 77th minute. Toronto manager Aron Winter said the final melee happened so quickly he 
couldn't see what happened. Galindo said Toronto defender Miguel Aceval came off the bench and threw a punch to spark the 
incident -- an accusation that Aceval was quick to dismiss. The two teams exchanged first-half goals with Aceval scoring in the 37th 
minute with free kick for Toronto and USA international Herculez Gomez equalised in the 31st minute, beating Milos Kocic after the 
Toronto defence was breached by a through ball. 
 

 
 
Later that night, reigning champions Monterrey thrashed Pumas UNAM 3-0. Victor Manuel Vucetich's men, who won the 
competition for the first time last season, all but booked their place in the final thanks to a brace from Aldo de Nigris and a Hector 
Morales goal. Chilean international Humberto Suazo (pictured left) had a hand in all three goals to help his team to the comfortable 
win against an under-strength Pumas side. The hosts needed just seven minutes to open the scoring at Estadio Tecnologico as Suazo 
played a quick free-kick for Morales to finish. De Nigris was the beneficiary of Suazo's next assist, heading in at the back post after 
the Chile international's cross. Mexico striker de Nigris completed his brace in the 72nd minute, receiving a pass from Suazo before 
turning Marco Palacios and firing past Alejandro Palacios. 
 

 
RESULTS 

Thursday 28th March 2012 
TORONTO FC 1-1 SANTOS LAGUNA 

MONTERREY 3-0 PUMAS UNAM 
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MEXICO: 1a DIVISION FIRST STAGE CLAUSURA 
Tigres Monterrey went top of the Clausura table in style by beating Morelia 4-1. The match 
was finely poised after a first half which saw Elias Hernandez open the scoring for Tigres in 
the 14th minute and Miguel Sabah equalise seven minutes later. But the hosts pulled away 
after the break thanks to goals from half-time substitute Edno Cunha, Lucas Lobos and 
Damian Alvarez. 
  

Omar Bravo scored twice as Cruz Azul came from behind to beat San Luis 3-1. Alfredo Moreno opened the scoring 
in the 15th minute, but Bravo levelled in the 28th minute. Bravo bagged his second 10 minutes later before Edixon 
Perea rounded off the scoring eight minutes into the second period. 
 
Ten-man Atlante twice came from behind to claim a 2-2 draw against Jaguares. The hosts were a goal and a man 
down when Luis Rey scored in the 28th minute and Arturo Munoz saw red two minutes after the break, but 
substitute Michael Arroyo levelled on the hour mark. Edgar Andrade re-established Jaguares' lead three minutes 
later, but the 10 men again fought back with Jose Fonseca equalising eight minutes from time. 
 
Lucas Silva scored the only goal as Puebla won 1-0 at Queretaro, while Atlas and Unam Pumas drew 0-0. 

 
Javier Munoz scored the only goal Pachuca needed to edge Tijuana 1-0 at Estadio Hidalgo. A rain-slicked field 
caused problems for both teams from the opening whistle, but Munoz chased down the loose ball after a corner 
kick and beat goalkeeper Cirilo Saucedo in the 62nd minute to deliver the win. 
 
Santos Laguna overwhelmed Toluca 3-1 at Estadio Nemesio Diez. The Clausura leaders ran up a 3-0 lead on goals 
by Oribe Peralta in the 19th minute, Christian Suarez in the 32nd and Carlos Quintero in the 47th. Santos 
goalkeeper Oswaldo Sanchez stopped a penalty kick by Ivan Alonso in the closing seconds of the first half, but was 
left helpless when Diego de la Torre turned a rebound back into the net in the 66th. Toluca’s comeback hopes 
faded in the 75th minute, when defender Diego Novaretti received his second yellow card in three minutes and 
was sent off. 
 
Angel Reyna scored in the fourth minute of stoppage time to give Monterrey a 3-2 win over Club America Sunday 
at Estadio Azteca. America’s Christian Benitez led all scorers with a brace, giving the home side a 1-0 lead in the 
20th minute and 2-1 edge in the 58th. Just after the hour mark, America’s Jose Maria Cardenas sent a shot off the 
post, a miss that would prove costly. Abraham Carreno leveled the score at 2-2 in the 85th minute, setting the 
stage for Reyna’s heroics. 
 
Chivas de Guadalajara were their own worst enemies in a 1-0 loss to Estudiantes Tecos Sunday at Estadio 3 de 
Marzo. The only goal of the match came in the 85th minute, when Chivas defender Edgar Mejia put the ball into 
his own net. The own goal came after a miscommunication with goalkeeper Luis Michel resulted in Mejia’s 
backpass rolling into the net. Michel and Chivas dodged a bullet in the 17th minute, when Tecos forward Fredy 
Bareiro sent a shot off the post. The Herd’s Alberto Medina returned the favor minutes later, hitting the 
woodwork with a free kick. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 31st March 2012 
ESTUDIANTES TECOS 1-0 GUADALAJARA 

 
Sunday 1st April 2012 

CRUZ AZUL 3-1 SAN LUIS 
QUERETARO 0-1 PUEBLA 
PACHUCA 1-0 TIJUANA 
TIGRES 4-1 MORELIA 

ATLAS 0-0 PUMAS UNAM 
ATLANTE 2-2 JAGUARES 

TOLUCA 1-3 SANTOS LAGUNA 
AMERICA 2-3 MONTERREY 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 SANTOS LAGUNA 13 9 2 2 29 

2 TIGRES 13 8 4 1 28 

3 MORELIA 13 8 2 3 26 

4 MONTERREY 13 7 4 2 25 

5 CF AMERICA 13 6 4 3 22 

6 PACHUCA 13 5 6 2 21 

7 TIJUANA 13 5 5 3 20 

8 CRUZ AZUL 13 4 6 3 18 

9 TOLUCA 13 5 3 5 18 

10 CHIAPAS 13 5 2 6 17 

11 GUADALAJARA 13 4 3 6 15 

12 ATLANTE 13 4 3 6 15 

13 ATLAS 13 2 7 4 13 

14 PUMAS UNAM 13 2 6 5 12 

15 PUEBLA 13 3 3 7 12 

16 SAN LUIS 13 3 2 8 11 

17 TECOS UAG 13 2 3 8 9 

18 QUERETARO 13 1 3 9 6 
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UNITED STATES: MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
DC United grabbed their first win of the 2012 MLS season with a 4-1 thumping of FC Dallas 
in Washington on Friday night. DC had just scored just one goal in their opening three 
matches, but they created several chances against Dallas in a comprehensive display. 
Former Dallas striker Maicon Santos kicked things off in the first half when his effort from 
outside the box dipped just under the goalpost and into the net. The Brazilian's 
replacement at Dallas, Blas Perez, equalised four minutes before half-time. United 

defender Emiliano Dudar could not control an easy ball, laying it into the path of the offside Perez. The referee 
ruled play active since a United player had put the Panamanian through, and the 31-year-old finished easily. The 
game remained level until the hour mark when DC unleashed three goals in 13 minutes. First, Maicon Santos 
launched a gorgeous ball over the Dallas backline where Nick DeLeon controlled with his chest before rifling a 
narrow volley past Kevin Hartman. Then the rookie turned provider, jutting infield from the byline and skipping a 
low cross toward Danny Cruz, who hooked the ball into the net. Not to be outdone, reigning MLS MVP Dwayne De 
Rosario floated a delicate ball to the back post, where Maicon Santos completed his brace with a header. To cap 
off a miserable night for Dallas, captain Daniel Hernandez picked up a second yellow for a rough challenge on De 
Rosario after 77 minutes. 
 
A Thierry Henry hat-tricked helped the New York Red Bulls to back-to-back wins in the MLS, after their 5-2 
thrashing of the Montreal Impact. The legendary French forward earned his first league treble in the American 
top-flight, with team-mates Kenny Cooper and Mehdi Ballouchy also scoring for New York at the Red Bull Arena on 
Saturday. Henry also had a hand in the Ballouchy goal, flicking a clever pass to the Moroccan midfielder before 
wrapping up the win, and his hat-trick, moments later. The Red Bulls are now second in the Eastern Conference on 
six points, three shy of leaders Sporting Kansas. 
 
Conference rivals New England caused a boilover, with a 3-1 away win over the Los Angeles Galaxy. The 
Revolution led 2-0 after 14 minutes courtesy of goals to Kelyn Rowe and Chris Tierney, before adding a third on 65 
minutes through Sene Saer. LA striker Robbie Keane pulled a goal back 12 minutes from time, but it was not 
enough to save LA from their third loss in four. 
 
Real Salt Lake top the Western Conference table, after stealing a 3-2 away win at the Portland Timbers. A 
Darlington Nagbe brace had looked to see the hosts at JELD-WEN Field to victory after Alvaro Saborio's opener 
from the spot for visitors. Salt Lake equalised in the 89th minute through Jonathan Steele, before Kyle Beckerman 
netted three minutes into injury time to nab an unlikely win to the visitors.  
 
San Jose Earthquakes are second in West - level on points with Salt Lake - after a 1-0 away win over the Seattle 
Sounders. 
 
Columbus Crew moved third in East with a 1-0 away win at Toronto, while Philadelphia Union were held to a 
scoreless draw at home to the Vancouver Whitecaps. 
 
Sporting Kansas City continued their perfect start to the MLS season with a 1-0 win over Chivas USA on Sunday. A 
47th-minute goal from CJ Sapong helped Peter Vermes' team make it four wins from as many games, giving them 
a six-point advantage atop the Eastern Conference. Graham Zusi struck a powerful 25-yard drive onto the 
crossbar, and the midfielder followed up to square a header to Sapong. Sapong nodded in from close range for 
what was the only goal of the game at The Home Depot Center. Chivas went close to levelling soon after, but 
midfielder Nick LaBrocca's shot struck the post and bounced clear, with his side unable to find an equaliser. 
 
Colorado Rapids returned to winning ways with a 2-0 victory at home to Chicago Fire. Omar Cummings swept 
home the opener on 58 minutes after a Brian Mullan cut-back, before the Rapids, who were thrashed by the New 
York Red Bulls last time out, sealed the points late on. Chicago goalkeeper Paolo Tornaghi kept out Kamani Hill's 
first effort, but the substitute reacted quickest and placed the rebound into the bottom corner. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 31st March 2012 
DC UNITED 4-1 FC DALLAS 

TORONTO FC 0-1 COLUMBUS CREW 
NEW YORK RED BULLS 5-2 MONTREAL IMPACT 

 
Sunday 1st April 2012 

PHILADLEPHIA UNION 0-0 VANCOUVER WHITECAPS 
PORTLAND TIMBERS 2-3 REAL SALT LAKE 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS 0-1 SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES 
LOS ANGELES GALAXY 1-3 NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION

  
Monday 2nd April 2012 

COLORADO RAPIDS 2-0 CHICAGO FIRE 
CHIVAS USA 0-1 SPORTING KANSAS CITY 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 KANSAS CITY 4 4 0 0 12 

2 NEW YORK 4 2 0 2 6 

3 COLUMBUS 3 2 0 1 6 

4 HOUSTON 3 2 0 1 6 

5 NEW ENGLAND 4 2 0 2 6 

6 DC UNITED 4 1 1 2 4 

7 CHICAGO 3 1 1 1 4 

8 PHILADELPHIA 4 0 1 3 1 

9 MONTREAL 4 0 1 3 1 

10 TORONTO 3 0 0 3 0 

 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 REAL SALT LAKE 4 3 0 1 9 

2 SAN JOSE 4 3 0 1 9 

3 COLORADO 4 3 0 1 9 

4 VANCOUVER 4 2 2 0 8 

5 SEATTLE 3 2 0 1 6 

6 PORTLAND 4 1 1 2 4 

7 FC DALLAS 4 1 1 2 4 

8 LA GALAXY 3 1 0 2 3 

9 CHIVAS USA 4 1 0 3 3 
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ASIA 

 

AUSTRALIA: A-LEAGUE Semi-Finals 1
st

 Leg 
The weekend started down under with Wellington Phoenix winning a dramatic A-League 
elimination final 3-2 against Sydney FC. The two sides were goalless after a poor first half 
which produced more bookings than genuine chances. Wellington’s Tim Brown's goal in the 
47th minute broke the deadlock, the match came to a thrilling conclusion in an eight-
minute burst that produced four goals, including a penalty from Paul Ifill that decided the 
contest. A Ben Sigmund header doubled the Phoenix's lead and looked to have booked their 

place in the minor semi-final until Joel Chianese completed a quick-fire double to get the visitors back on level 
terms. But with four minutes to go, Ifill was brought down in the area by Michael Beauchamp and he made no 
mistake from the spot. It took until the 47th minute for the game to be broken open when Brown, who will retire 
at the end of the season, delivered the goal the home crowd had been waiting for. Shannon Cole headed Leo 
Bertos' free-kick but it went only as far as Sigmund, and the big defender cushioned it down for Brown to poke 
home. The drama, however, really began from the 80th minute when an unmarked Sigmund headed his side in 
front. From the restart, Sydney scored as Nick Carle's deft touch was flicked on by Karol Kisel and Chianese 
provided the finish. The attacker was on target again a minute later when Mark Paston failed to hold onto Mark 
Bridge's shot and Chianese pounced to set up a thrilling finale. It was eventually decided by Ifill's penalty as he kept 
his cool under pressure to strike the 87th-minute winner. 
 
Brisbane Roar defeated Central Coast 2-0 in the first leg of their A-League semi-final at Suncorp Stadium on 
Saturday. The Roar dominated the first half, taking their lead through Henrique in the eighth minute, and with a 
load of opportunities following, Ange Postecoglou's men should have put the game beyond doubt earlier than they 
did. Erik Paartalu I(pictured left celebrating with teammates) eventually locked away the result in the 85th minute, 
driving home from the top of the area after midfield maestro Thomas Broich went on a tantalising run, drawing a 

handful of defenders to lay off 
to Paartalu, who fired them 
within touching distance of a 
spot in the A-League grand final. 
Central Coast had managed to 
reconfigure defensively at the 
interval, closing down the 
spaces and frustrating the Roar 
for long periods, but they were 
unable to truly break free in 
attack and turn the pressure 
back on the hosts. Brisbane 
playmaker Broich was full of 
clever involvement for the 
hosts, while young Central 
Coast Bernie Ibini was amongst 
the best of the visitors, carrying 
their attacking line almost 
single-handedly at times. 

Henrique was the lead actor for the opening 10 minutes - earning a penalty, missing from the spot and then finding 
the net less than a minute later, tapping home the loose ball when Matt Ryan failed to control Matt Smith's header 
from a corner. Mariners left back Josh Rose gave the penalty away, sliding in dangerously to bring the Brazilian 
down as he prepared to collect a through-ball and unleash from close range. Paartalu put a dent in the cross-bar 
with 10 minutes remaining, driving full-throttle at a loose ball that came bobbling out of the area, in what was a 
prelude to his game-sealer five minutes later. The Mariners have the chance to make up the two-goal difference 
when they host the return leg at Bluetongue stadium next Sunday. 
 
Shane Smeltz scored a second-half hat-trick to inspire Perth Glory to a 3-0 A-League triumph over Melbourne Heart 
at Nib Stadium. Just eight days after putting four goals past Melbourne Victory, Smeltz booked Perth's passage 
through to next week's minor semi-final against Wellington Phoenix with goals in the 65th, 72nd and 92nd 
minutes, taking his season tally to 16 goals. Wellington knocked Perth out of the finals race two years ago, but the 
Glory will be confident of avenging that defeat on their home turf. Melbourne Heart's loss ended the two-year 
reign of coach John van 't Schip, who will return to the Netherlands for family reasons. 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 30th March 2012 
WELLINGTON PHOENIX 3-2 SYDNEY FC 

 
Saturday 31st March 2012 

BRISBANE ROAR 2-0 CENTRAL COAST MARINERS 
 

Sunday 1st April 2012 
PERTH GLORY 3-0 MELBOURNE HEART 

 
 
 
 

 

 

AFRICA 

COMING SOON 
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FIRE IN THE BELLY  

Brought to you by young journalist Ally Poole... follow him @allyjpoole 
 

Last Tuesday’s League Two clash between Bradford and Crawley, a match between two teams who were 5 divisions apart 11 years ago, was marred by a mass brawl which saw five 

players sent off.  Claude Davis and Pablo Mills were sent off for Crawley whilst Bradford players Andrew Davies, Luke Oliver and John McLaughlin were also red carded all after the final 

whistle in their dressing rooms. It equalled a British players being sent off in one match which was previously set in a match between Chesterfield and Plymouth in 1997.  

 

 Crawley player Kyle McFadzean has also been charged by the FA being found guilty of violent conduct after video evidence was reviewed. The defender has received a 3 

match man.  

  

 Crawley players Mills and Davis both subsequently apologised with Mills telling the club website: “May I offer my most sincere apologises for my inappropriate and 

unprofessional behaviour at the end of our match with Bradford City on Tuesday evening.” 

 

 Whilst former Derby County player Claude Davis said that his: “Retaliatory action on Tuesday evening fell way below my personal standards and those expected of me at 

my proud football club.” 

 

 Despite mass brawls being a rare occurrence in English football they always receive widespread media coverage. Of course this may be partly down to the fact that such 

huge fights on the pitch don’t happen very often. However the widespread focus on such events probably has something to do with our love of a good scrap. 

 

 I asked some people on twitter if fights like these go on often in their regions and the overwhelming response was that like in England it is not very common: 

 

 Polish football expert Michal Zachodny said “It doesn't happen that often in Poland.” And that “there are problems as everywhere, but nothing so serious to make anything 

from it. No headbutting etc.” 

 

 While Czech football expert Chris Boothroyd told me via twitter that “I wouldn't say it's especially common,” and that he “Can't recall anything from this season.” 

 

 Also Russian football specialist Domm Norris told me that “I can't really think of any off the top of my head,” showing just how rare it is in Russian football. 

 

 Asian football expert Mani Djazmi got back to me saying “Not that many. There was a big brawl between Suwon Bluewings and Al-Sadd in 1st leg of Asian Champs League 
semi last season.” And that “Asian media tend to stick to their own leagues. Huge continent, not the continental focus you get in Europe.” 
 

 Furthermore MLS expert Kartik Krishnaiyer replied “There have been several player v player incidents that have spilled over to other games” but there was a mass brawl 

between “Carolina and Montreal after the end of the USSF D-2 semifinals in 2010.” 

 
 I asked African Expert Tom Legg who said that “I can’t think of a recent one in East Africa” and “there was a big brawl in Tanzanian this season, but that was one teams 
players (Yanga), beating up the referee” with fellow African football writer Oluwashina Okeleji answering “African players are civilised people. They DO NOT throw punches. Check other 
continents sir.” 
 
 On the other hand when I asked him about fights between referees and players he replied with “That's a different scenario. it's PLAYERS vs REFEREE. Not player vs player. 
Well reported and Tanzanian FA addressed it.” 
 
 Tier Two Footy on twitter told me that ”Bastia v Lens leaps out earlier this season” and that “it happens a fair bit (not on the Bastia/Lens scale though)” but “the media 
abroad don't get as worked up over it than in UK”  
 
 Lastly French Football Weekly told me “To be honest I've never seen one in all my years watching Ligue 1.” With French Football Weekly writer Jason Milligan telling me 
that “Obviously individual players have their disagreements but never seen a big one in France.” 
 
 However on twitter esteemed South American football writer Rupert Fryer tweeted me saying that it “happens a lot, especially in continental competition.” He also said 

that “historical/social/cultural/sporting context,” all contribute to the regular large scale bust-ups in South-American football. Also on this week’s BBC World Football Phone in Tim 

Vickery mentioned that large scale fights have become almost “traditional”.  

 

 To sum up, mass brawls between players are fairly rare in all corners of the globe apart from South America with the media not really giving such events the column inches 

that the Bradford vs. Crawley brawl received. Let’s be honest, although some may take the moral high ground when a situation like this arises, many others do enjoy such events. It is 

clear to all that when a fight occurs like this most supporters in are always up on their feet akin to a playground scene.  Ultimately football is now considered an entertainment business 

whether we like it or not. Sometimes fights like this, even if we don’t like to admit it, are the highlight of a match and will provide more entertainment than the football on show. We 

enjoy the violence to a certain extent; we want to see our team win the fight whatever type of fight that may be.  

  

Maybe because we follow English football and aren’t exposed to much violence in football some purists still crave moments such as those exhibited last week because it harks back to 

the days where footballers were real men who don’t go down after the slightest touch (take note James Perch).  Some may describe these scenes as disgraceful but the fact is secretly 

they are pretty enjoyable. Passion is the watch word in English football and in this Bradford Crawley game events did spiralled out of control. The classic quote “Football is a 

gentleman’s game played by thugs whilst Rugby is a thug’s game played by gentleman,” only goes to emphasise why in the British media fights in rugby pale into significance to those 

in football despite them being more commonplace. That childhood thrill of watching a fight ensuing overwhelms most football fans whether we want to believe that or not. 

 

https://twitter.com/#!/polishscout
https://twitter.com/#!/theczechup
https://twitter.com/#!/footballglobe
https://twitter.com/#!/Mani2911
https://twitter.com/#!/kkfla737
https://twitter.com/#!/tomlegg
https://twitter.com/#!/oluwashina
https://twitter.com/#!/tiertwofooty
https://twitter.com/#!/FrenchFtWeekly
https://twitter.com/#!/J_746
https://twitter.com/#!/Rupert_Fryer

