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PREVIEW ISSUE FOUR – 24TH APRIL 2012 
 

 

  MADRID CLOSE IN 
REAL TAKE THE SPOILS IN THE EL 

CLASICO AND CLOSE IN ON THE 

SILVERWARE 
 After a poor week for both sides in 

Europe, Real and Barca were desperate to grab 

a win against their biggest rivals on a dramatic, 

rain-lashed Saturday night at the Nou Camp. It 

was Real that grabbed the vital win and 

probably clinched the La Liga title.  

 Los Merengues went ahead through 

German midfielders Sami Khedira and were 

comfortable for long periods, but Barca’s 

Chilean substitute Alexis Sánchez equalised 

with just 20 minutes remaining. Cristiano 

Ronaldo’s clinical strike just three minutes later 

settled the game with Madrid now seven points 

clear, with only four games remaining. 

 Madrid coach José Mourinho named an 

very attacking team and his side began the 

better. Ronaldo’s early header from a corner 

brought a superb flying save from goalkeeper 

Víctor Valdés. His opposite number Iker Casillas 

was then quickly off his line when full-back Dani 

Alves dispossessed Sergio Ramos. 

 The game was being played at a 

fearsome pace and French striker Karim 

Benzema brought the best out of Valdés again. 

Barca thought they had gone front when Alves 

had the ball in the net after a Cristian Tello run, 

but the youngster had been flagged offside. 

 Real’s brave start was rewarded when 

Pepe’s header from another corner was half-

stopped by Valdes and Khedira tackled an 

hesitant Carles Puyol to push the ball into the 

net to put Madrid ahead. It was poor defending 

which was so uncharacteristic from Pep 

Guardiola’s men.  The game settled down from 

then on and Barca dominated possession, but 

like last Tuesday night at Stamford Bridge, they 

found it difficult to penetrate the visitors’ 

defence. 
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MESSI STATS 
 

* Top Barca goalscorer under Guardiola: Lionel Messi 201 goals - Pedro 54 – Samuel Eto'o, Xavi 36 – David Villa 32 – Thierry Henry 30 – Bojan 29 
* Since the start of 2011 there have been nine El Clasico's: Two in La Liga, two in CL, three in Copa and two in Spanish Super Cup 
* In Saturday’s El Clasico, Messi touched the ball 58 times without a shot on goal. 
* Barca have won only one of seventeen home El Clasicos when they were losing at half-time. 
* Also on Saturday, Real Madrid ended Barcelona's unbeaten home streak of 54 official home matches in all competitions. 
* Messi was involved in ten goals during his seven official home games with Real Madrid: 6 goals and 4 assists. 
* For the 4th time in his career Messi has lost two consecutive (official) games with Barcelona. 
* Messi has never lost three consecutive (official) games with Barcelona. 
* Only 5 of 81 Liga games between Barca and Real Madrid in Camp Nou ended in a goalless draw (1940, 1973, 1975, 1989 & 2002). 
* Messi for Barcelona in 2012: 28 official games, 34 goals (21 home, 13 away). 
 

Brought to you by our friends at www.messistats.com. Follow them on twitter @messistats 
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WORLD FOOTBALL THIS WEEK 

 

HEADLINES 
 

REAL HAVE ONE HAND ON TITLE 

Continued from cover... 
 
 Barca desperately tried to get back in 
the game before half-time, Lionel Messi’s reverse 
pass did put Xavi clear, but Casillas again sprang 
from his line to save. With Messi unable to 
influence the proceedings, the team went in for 
break 1-0. 
 Madrid had the first opportunity of after 
the break as Ronaldo thought he had scored but 
again the linesman intervened. Thiago’s pass split 
the Madrid offside trap, only for the unexperienced 
Cristian Tello to blaze over. The visitors began to 
drop deeper and deeper but remained 
comfortable. Messi had a go from 20 yards, but the 
strong and impressive Sergio Ramos blocked. Xavi 
also drove wide from range. 
 Guardiola called for Alexis Sánchez and 
almost immediately the Chilean equalised. Messi 
finally got free and a mazy run was unleashed on 
the Madrid defence. But Tello’s shot was saved by 
Casillas and the ball scrambled around before Alexis 
bundled it home for the vital equaliser. 
 Many predicted Barcelona to romp for 
home but Madrid were not fazed by the goal and 
German Mesut Özil’s superb pass from deep sent 
Ronaldo running clear. One touch eliminated 
Valdes, the second sent the ball to the empty goal. 
Barca’s championship dreams were turning into 
nightmares, and Dani Alves appeared to get away 
with a stamp on Ronaldo as the tempers flared. 

Sergio Ramos made another superb clearance and Madrid’s first Primera División crown in four years now looks a certainty. Barcelona on the other hand, will now 
prepare to overturn their 1-0 Champions League semi-final deficit against Chelsea on Tuesday at the Camp Nou. 
 Barca coach Pep Guardiola admitted afterwards his side’s chances of retaining the La Liga title had totally disappeared with Madrid seven points ahead 
with just four games to play.  “I want to congratulate Madrid for their victory and for winning the league title,” said Guardiola. “We played well but it is never easy 
against Madrid. Our lack of cutting edge cost us. The players are down but now we have to concentrate on the Champions league, and beating Chelsea.” Guardiola 
caused controversy with his team selection, starting young winger Cristian Tello and experienced central defender Gerard Pique on the bench. He explained his 
decision afterwards: “Pique not playing? Only eleven players can play, I pick the players based on the system we want to play. Tello played a very good game tonight, 
both in attack and defence. It’s not easy to play as winger in this 
team.” 
 Real manager Jose Mourinho again refused to appear at 

the post-match press conference, with his assistant Aitor Karanka 

claiming the triumph should hush Madrid’s detractors. “We knew 

what we were capable of doing,” he said. “Lots of people did not 

think much of our team. We have learned from our mistakes. The 

players sent a message - and have been doing so all season.” 

 It was Real’s first success in eight clashed with Barca — 

four of them before Mourinho arrived from Inter Milan — it gives 

them a timely boost for their Champions League semi-final second 

leg at home to Bayern Munich on Wednesday, when they will seek 

to upend a 2-1 deficit. “We have struck a very significant blow but 

it’s not yet decisive,” Real midfielder Xabi Alonso said in a post-

match interview with Spanish television. “Of course it’s an 

important step towards the title but now we have to see it home, 

Cristiano’s goal, coming straight after they levelled, broke their 

stride and that was fundamental. We controlled the match 

perfectly. It was a great performance, a fantastic result and I am 

very happy. Now we have another key match on Wednesday.“ 
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THOUSANDS GATHER AT MOROSINI 

FUNERAL 
Bergamo came to a virtual standstill yesterday as 
thousands of mourners crowded the streets to attend the 
funeral of Piermario Morosini, the Italian footballer who 

collapsed on the pitch and died last week. 
 Around 5,000 people stood outside the San Gregorio Barbarigo church in 
the city where the service was being held. Such was the interest in the service that a 
giant screen was set up outside the church so that mourners could follow it. Family, 
friends and team-mates were among the 500 people seated inside the church while 
fans of the local football team Atalanta draped their club flags on the steps outside. 
Flowers, club scarves, soccer boots and banners with messages such as "Ciao Moro, 
you will always be in our hearts" hung on the railings. 
 The mourners applauded and touched Morosini's coffin as it was carried 
out of the church, draped in his number 25 red Livorno shirt. The Atalanta number 8 
shirt he wore as a youth player at his home club was also put on the coffin as it was 
placed in a hearse. Fans lit flares and chanted. 
 "This has not only hit the family but the whole community and the whole 
of Italy," said Bergamo resident Gianpietro Foschi. 
 An inquiry has been launched into whether there were delays in trying to 
save Morosini's life. Controversially, defibrillators were available but were not used. 
The inquiry is also looking into whether vital minutes were lost because a municipal 
police car blocked the entrance to the stadium, briefly preventing an ambulance 
getting in. Police had to smash a window to move it. 

 

  

 Morosini's fate contrasted with the recovery of Bolton 

Wanderers midfielder Fabrice Muamba, who suffered a cardiac arrest during 

an FA Cup match on March 17. He was clinically dead for 78 minutes and 15 

defibrillator shocks were applied to restart his heart. As reported here in last 

week’s edition, he was discharged from hospital last Monday 

 Italy coach Cesare Prandelli, national under-21 coach Ciro 

Ferrara, former Italy and current Parma coach Roberto Donadoni and Italian 

Football Federation president Giancarlo Abete were among the guests, as 

well as Morosini’s girlfriend Anna. 

 Morosini's death was all the more poignant because of his tragic 

family life. During the service Fr Luciano Manenti said Morosini could now 

join his parents, both of whom died when he was a teenager. Soon after he 

also lost his disabled older brother, who committed suicide. “You came from 

this land and we’re people of this land,” said Fr Luciano. “But it would be you 

the first to thank those who brought you up, your mum and dad. Without 

them you would not be you and we would not be us.” 

 Two songs from Italian rock artist Luciano Ligabue were played 

during the service. 

  

MARACANA NOW 50% COMPLETE 
Brazil's Maracana stadium in Rio de Janeiro has been undergoing 
renovation works since August 2010 to get it ready for the country's 
upcoming high profile sporting events such as the 2014 World Cup and the 
2016 Olympic Games. 
 But as you can see from the picture it is nowhere near completion after 
nearly two years work. According to the consortium that manages the stadium, the 
Maracana is almost 50% complete. The forecast for completion is February 2013, in 
time to be used in the Confederations Cup, where the first game will be played on 
15th June. The Rio government and the Court of Audit (TCU), state that the total value 
of the work will be $859.9 million, but the official website of the Ministry of Sports 
disagrees and claims a total of $883.5 million. 
 For the World Cup in 2014, it is running a major reconstruction project 
that involves an expansion of the stadium's roof, which will cover all seats inside the 
stadium, where protection is given from the seats of the bleachers above the gate 
access of each sector. In addition, the grayish tone returns to the main color of the 
stadium, the original seating bowl, with a two-tier configuration, will be demolished, 
giving way to a new seating bowl, possibly with a single level of luxury boxes on one 
side and a couple of levels on the other. The old level of boxes, which were installed 
above the stands for the 2000 FIFA Club World Cup, were dismantled in the 
reconstruction process.  

  

 The reconstruction project will also prepare the stadium to host 

the opening and closing ceremonies and the football games of the 2016 

Summer Olympics, and the opening and closing ceremonies of the 2016 

Summer Paralympics. 
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THE WEEKLY SHORTS 

 

AJAX SIGN SCHONE 
Ajax confirmed that they have agreed to sign midfielder 

Lasse Schone for three years. The 25-year-old had an 

expiring deal at NEC and leaves the Nijmegen side on a 

free transfer. Schone is a product of the Lyngby youth 

academy, but left the Danish side for SC Heerenveen aged 

16. Schone failed to break into the first team at the 

Friezen, and eventually joined NEC in 2008 after a two-

year spell at De Graafschap. The Denmark international 

has made 107 Eredivisie appearances for NEC, scoring 23 

goals. Schone will join compatriots Christian Eriksen, 

Nicolai Boilesen and Viktor Fischer at Ajax. 

 

LIVERPOOL CLINCH YOUNG STARLET 
Last week, Liverpool signed highly rated 16-year-old 

Dan Smith from League Two's Crewe Alexandra for an 

estimated £300,000. Crewe Alexandra had hoped to 

hold onto the teenager after a proposed move to 

Manchester City fell through last month, but the Reds 

have now acquired the midfielder's services. The 

Anfield giants have secured the youngster's signature, 

and the fee could rise to £1million if he plays a certain 

amount of first team games.  Smith arrived at Crewe 

aged 11, and has since gone on to earn international 

recognition with the England youth team. 
  

 

MAN UTD TOP FORBES LIST 

Manchester United remain the world's most valuable 

football club, according to Forbes magazine. The study 

estimates the Premier League champions are worth 

£1.4bn, which puts them top of the list for the eighth year 

in a row. Real Madrid are ranked second, valued at 

£1.17bn, while Barcelona are third with an estimated value 

of £816m. Bayern Munich and Arsenal make up the top 

five in the rankings, with Chelsea and Liverpool ranked 

seventh and eighth respectively. Tottenham Hotspur are 

just outside the top 10 in 11th place, with Manchester City 

up to 13th in the list. Forbes also revealed Manchester 

United are worth more than both Major League Baseball's 

New York Yankees and the NFL’s Dallas Cowboys, while the 

club's run to last year's Champions League final, 

commanded a £50m payout from UEFA. 

 

DECO TO RETIRE NEXT YEAR 
Former Portugal international Deco has revealed that 
he intends to retire from professional football in 
December of next year. The 34-year-old midfielder is 
currently plying his trade in Brazil with Fluminense, and 
although his contract with the club ends in December, 
he has the option to sign on for another year. ''I have 
already decided that I will play for one more year, until 
the end of 2013,'' Deco told Brazilian newspaper Globo 
Esporte. The former Barcelona playmaker also 
admitted that he has received offers from a number of 
clubs but his intention is to play out his career at 
Fluminense. ''I've had offers from other clubs, but I 
don't want to leave Fluminense,'' he said. ''My 
relationship with the club continues to grow. I have 
really identified with the club.” Deco has made 55 
appearances for Fluminense since joining the Rio de 
Janeiro club from Chelsea in 2010. 

  

 

FLAMENGO SIGN WELLINGTON 
Flamengo have moved quickly to snap-up Resende's stand-

out full-back Wellington. It is common place for bigger 

sides to move quickly for players starring in the state 

championships for smaller rivals and Flamengo have 

moved quickly for 24-year-old right-back Wellington. “I 

knew of Botafogo's interest,” Wellington told journalists. 

“But, the president of Resende told me on Wednesday that 

a deal was close with Flamengo. I understood nothing! It is 

cool. I'll play alongside idols like Ronaldinho and Vagner 

Love. I will be at Flamengo and fulfil a dream.” The move 

will likely mean the end of Galhardo's season at Flamengo, 

with the young full-back now expected to make a loan-

move for the second-half of the campaign. 

 

MIHAJLOVIC NAMED NEW SERBIA COACH 
Sinisa Mihajlovic is set to become Serbia's new coach. 
The 43-year-old will take over from Vladimir Petrovic, 
who was dismissed after failing to guide Serbia to Euro 
2012. "Yes, we can announce that Serbia are on their 
way to getting a coach that we and the fans can trust 
(in Mihajlovic)," FSS president Tomislav Karadzic told 
reporters. "There are still some minor details to be 
completed, but these are not things that can affect the 
final agreement and the common desire that is shared 
between us and Mihajlovic." Mihajlovic, who is 
currently out of work after being sacked by Fiorentina 
in 2011, has also agreed to a substantial pay-cut to take 
the job. Reports in Serbia said he will earn a salary of 
around 300,000 euros for his services. Before his spell 
in Florence, the retired defender took charge of 
Bologna and Catania and was an assistant at Inter. 

  

 

MARIO FERNANDES – GREMIO TO CSKA 

CSKA Moscow are on the brink of signing Brazilian 

defender Mario Fernandes from his native club Gremio, 

the biggest Portuguese-language news portal Universo 

Online reported Sunday. The site quoted Gremio president 

Paulo Odone as saying a verbal agreement had been 

reached. "It is all set and agreed," Odone was quoted as 

saying. "But the documents are yet to be signed by all the 

sides: clubs, investors and the lawyer. Mario and CSKA 

have not discussed the details of personal agreement, but 

negotiations will start on Monday." Mario Fernandes, 21, 

has been at Gremio since 2009, making 101 appearances 

for the club. 

 

GENOA SACK MALESANI... AGAIN! 
Troubled Serie A side Genoa have sacked manager 

Alberto Malesani for the second time this season. 

Genoa, in 17th and one point above the relegation 

zone, announced the decision on their website on 

Monday, with Luigi De Canio expected to fill the void 

for the remainder of the season. Malesani, who took 

over at Genoa in June last year, was first fired in 

December after a 6-1 drubbing by Napoli. The 57-year-

old was then re-hired in April after his successor 

Pasquale Marino was told to clear his desk. 
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VAGNER LOVE: ‘ZENIT ARE MOST RACIST TEAM’ 
Brazilian striker Vagner Love has reportedly called Zenit 
"the most racist team in Russia," saying the only time he 
suffered from racism during his seven seasons in the 
country was against the St. Petersburg team. Vagner Love, 
27, moved to Rio de Janeiro side Flamengo this winter 
after spending seven spectacular seasons in the Russian 
Premier League with CSKA Moscow. He became the 
League's all-time top foreign scorer with 117 goals in 244 
matches. He suffered recent abuse from fans earlier this 
month at a Copa Liberatadores match at Ecuadorian club 
Emelec but stated this didn't faze him because he had 
become hardened to it in Russia. "In Russia similar things 
happened two or three times," Vagner Love was quoted as 
saying by Brazilian newspaper Globo Esporte last Friday. 
"It was always during the matches against Zenit, which is 
the most racist team in Russia. ... It's their way." Zenit St. 
Petersburg are the only leading Russian Premier League 
club never to have fielded a black player, and former coach 
Dick Advocaat said that racist fans prevented him signing 
players based on the colour of their skin. "Unfortunately, 
some players can't get over it, but, thank God, I never had 
a problem," Love said "It all went in one ear and out the 
other. In such situations you should never get angry, or say 
or do anything. Life goes on and you come on the pitch to 
play." Russia's problems with racism have come under 
major scrutiny since the country was awarded hosting 
rights to the World Cup 2018. Anzhi's Roberto Carlos and 
Christopher Samba have both had bananas thrown at 
them over the last year and signs the scourge is yet to be 
dealt keep appearing. Spartak and Nigerian forward 
Emmanuel Emenike made an obscene gesture to Dynamo 
Moscow fans during his team's 3-1 league victory on 25th 
March after claiming they were abusing him. He was fined 
$17,000 for the gesture. 

 

BALOTELLI GOING TO EURO 2012 
Italy coach Cesare Prandelli has revealed that 
Manchester City forward Mario Balotelli will be recalled 
for Euro 2012. Balotelli's participation in the 
tournament appeared to be in real jeopardy after he 
was omitted from the squad to face the United States 
in February because of his poor disciplinary record in 
the Premier League. His subsequent dismissal in City's 
clash with Arsenal only appeared to diminish his hopes 
further. However, after apologising for his actions, the 
former Inter striker is now set to be welcomed back 
into the Italian fold in time for the Euros. "Have I made 
peace with Balotelli? Yes, although to be honest we 
never argued in the first place," Prandelli told RAI. "I 
was pleased that he took responsibility with his 
statements after the latest incident at Manchester City. 
I like those who stand up and accept responsibility for 
their actions. I never really thought of doing this 
without Balotelli, as he is a focal point of the national 
team." However, Prandelli ruled out calling up either 
Francesco Totti or Alessandro Del Piero for the 
competition unless his hand is forced by an injury crisis. 
"If I should find myself in an emergency situation with 
the team, I would call on the old champions," Prandelli 
said. 

 

BOCA TO RESIGN GETAFE DEFENDER 
Boca Juniors have revealed that they are hoping to re-
sign former defender Daniel Diaz from Getafe in the 
summer. The central defender moved to the Spanish 
side in 2007 and has since made over 100 appearances 
for the club. He has been capped 12 times by Argentina 
and could return to the side that he played for between 
2005 and 2007. But Boca Juniors may face competition 
from league rivals Racing de Avellaneda despite the 32-
year-old being under contract until the end of next 
season. 

  

PEP SAYS ‘CHELSEA ARE FAVOURITES’ – DI MATTEO ‘IT’S STILL 50/50’ 
Barcelona boss Pep Guardiola has said Chelsea are now favourites to progress to the 

final of the Champions League after watching his team lose 0-1 in the first leg of the 

semi-final at Stamford Bridge. The only goal of the game, scored by Didier Drogba, 

proved to be the difference between the sides and Guardiola believes it will be 

difficult for Barcelona if the Blues play a defensive game in the return leg. 

 Pep was quoted as saying "Chelsea are favourites now, but we have 90 

minutes ahead and we must try to do our best to go through. Our goal is to create 24 

chances like we did today and score a goal. We must take same more risks, but I have 

told my players that if we created chances today, we will do it at Camp Nou as well. 

We know that in order to score, we need to create a lot of chances," 

 The Catalan manager thinks Chelsea will continue to play with 10 players 

in their area but refused to criticise the Blues' cautious tactics and said that 1-0 was a 

fair result. "I am not the one to say how they must play. They are the ones who must 

know how they have to play, but we cannot forget the fact that they have reached the 

Champions League semi-finals six times in the last nine years," Guardiola said. "Unfair 

result? No, this is football. You do not win with possession of the ball; if that were the 

case then we would win all the time. You have to score goals and that is what we will 

try to do in the return leg,"  

 Meanwhile, Chelsea’s interim manager Roberto Di Matteo believes there 

is still plenty of work to be done to gain a ticket to the final at Munich, despite taking 

a precious 1-0 lead after the first leg. "It's a great result for us. You know when you 

play Barcelona, you're going to have to do a lot of defending. I watched them against 

all the other teams - Milan, Real Madrid - and they're going to have a lot of 

possession. You just have to try to limit their threat and then just be clinical when you 

get your chances," Di Matteo said. "It's still 50-50. There's still the second leg to play 

away from home and, as we all know, it's going to be a difficult one. I think this group 

of players have shown again tonight their determination, their courage, and to play 

against the top team in the world, they showed what quality there is in this team," 
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RESULTS ROUND-UP 
EUROPE 

 

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE – Semi Finals 1
st

 Leg 
Mario Gomez (pictured below) scored in the last minute on Tuesday to hand Real Madrid its first loss in the 
Champions league this season and gave Bayern Munich a 2-1 win in an energetic first leg of the semi-final. 
Gomez's 12th goal in this year’s competition boosted Bayern's hopes of becoming the first team to play the 
Champions League final at its own stadium. Real Madrid coach Jose Mourinho called Gomez's goal a "lucky 
punch" and said a draw would have been a fairer result. "But football is about goals and it doesn't matter if 
they come in the first or last minute," Mourinho said. "It was clear from the start that it would be an exciting, 

open game between two champion teams," said Bayern coach Jupp Heynckes, who guided Real to the Champions League trophy in 
1998. "In my opinion, we deserved to win and we beat a great team. We played with hunger, passion and ambition."  Despite Real's 
defeat, the away goal could prove to be decisive for the nine-time champions. "It's not a bad result but it means we have to win at 
home and turn it around," Mourinho said. "It's not the biggest turnaround in history but we still have to do it. We can achieve this. We 
are at home. Real plays to win, at home or away." Heynckes promised his team would continue to attack in Madrid. "We are going to 
try to create chances and score one or two goals. We won't be playing for a draw," he said. Franck Ribery opened the scoring in the 
17th minute for Bayern Munich and Mesut Özil (pictured right) equalized in the 53rd. Ribery’s goal came when he smashed home a 

shot from inside the penalty area after Real had failed to 
clear a corner from Toni Kroos, with Sergio Ramos practically 
chesting the ball down for the Frenchman to score the first 
goal. The equalizer came with Bayern's defence looking 
uncharacteristically in disarray. Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer 
stopped Cristiano Ronaldo's effort but could not hold on to 
the ball. Real regained possession, with Mesut Özil passing to 
Karim Benzema, who found Ronaldo again and the Real star 
passed across the goal for Özil to score from two yards out. 
But Bayern took the spoils when  Gomez knocked the ball in 
after Philip Lahm beat Fábio Coentrão broke through on the 
right and sent in a low cross. The striker powered through to 
extend his right leg and prod the ball home from close range. 
"Gomez worked a lot and he was rewarded at the end," 
Heynckes said. Mourinho stated the goal was a "clear 
offside," as Luiz Gustavo was behind the last Madrid 
defender when the shot was taken, and may have obstructed 
the view of Real goalkeeper Iker Casillas. Real's coach said 
English referee Howard Webb should not have allowed the 

goal, "but I don't have a negative feeling about it." Ronaldo has scored 41 goals in the Spanish league but he got few openings against 
Bayern. One of his free kicks sailed high, one was deflected by Bayern's wall. Tempers flared several times, especially late in the game 
after Real substitute Marcelo's crushing tackle on Thomas Mueller, another substitute. Marcelo escaped with just a booking. Ribery 
got into a tussle with Real defenders shortly before he scored, he went down looking for a penalty and called for it, but to no avail 
and Real player took it as a dive. The teams will collide again at the Bernabeu on Wednesday night. 
 
Didier Drogba's strike secured Chelsea a slender 1-0 lead against holders Barcelona last Wednesday. The Ivory Coast international 
scored in first half stoppage time in the Blues' only shot on target throughout the tie at Stamford Bridge to seal a priceless victory. 
The Blues once again proved the nemesis of the team feted by many as the greatest to play the game thanks to an amazing smash-
and-grab display in at a jubilant Stamford Bridge. Barca will wonder how they are trailing given that they dominated possession, hit 
the woodwork twice and forced some good saves from Petr Cech. Roberto Di Matteo will feel his side's impressive defensive 
performance warranted an element of good fortune and they will have to do it all again in the second leg at the Nou Camp if they are 
going to progress to the final in Munich next month. Alexis Sanchez almost put Barca ahead on nine minutes when he got in behind 
the defence but his effort over Cech rebounded off the crossbar and Chelsea cleared. Cesc Fabregas then wasted a golden 
opportunity in the 17th minute when he sliced horribly wide from close range after Cech parried a shot from Andres Iniesta.  Fabregas 
then burst into the area on 26 minutes and forced Cech to beat away his shot at the near post, before seeing his goal-bound effort 
cleared off the line by Ashley Cole as the clock ticked down towards half time. However, in the second minute of injury time Lionel 
Messi lost the ball to Frank Lampard and his fantastic inch-perfect pass played in Ramires down the left side of the Barca area. He laid 
the ball across the box and Drogba was on hand to rifle his effort low past Victor Valdes. Barca continued to press after the interval 

and Adriano forced another good save from Cech 
on 51 minutes, before Cole did enough to put off 
Sanchez from scoring after he was played in by 
Fabregas' chip into the Chelsea area. Cech was 
forced to make another fine save at full stretch in 
the 87th minute when Carles Puyol flicked on 
Messi's free-kick into the area and Thiago got the 
slightest of touches which sent the ball toward the 
bottom corner of the net. Barca launched one last 
attack in the final seconds of injury time as Pedro 
curled a low shot against the post and Sergio 
Busquets somehow lashed the rebound over the 
bar from close range. Drogba received a backlash 
from the press and fellow players through social 
networking for his time-wasting tactics throughout 
the game which in all honesty were just (pictured 
left) and blemished an otherwise great night for 
Chelsea. 

 

 

RESULTS 
Tuesday 17th April 2012 

BAYERN MUNICH 2-1 REAL MADRID 
 

Wednesday 18th April 2012 
CHELSEA 1-0 BARCELONA 

 
 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Tuesday 24th April 2012 
BARCELONA vs. CHELSEA 

 
Wednesday 25th April 2012 

REAL MADRID vs. BAYERN MUNICH 
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UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE – Semi-Finals 1
st

 Leg 
Atletico Madrid and Sporting Lisbon hold the balance of power after Thursday's Europa League semi-
final first legs. Atletico, inspired by a Radamel Falcao (pictured below) double, beat Valencia 4-2 in 
Madrid, while an impressive late comeback from Sporting meant they toppled Athletic Bilbao 2-1 
across the border in the Portuguese capital. Three second-half goals gave Diego Simeone’s (pictured 
bottom of page) side the commanding position after the visitors drew level late in the first half, but a 
late header from Ricardo Costa handed Valencia a precious second away goal, making the return 

match at Mestalla a less daunting task. The opening goal came after 18 minutes when Falcao found the net with a simple 
header from close range after Adil Rami could not stop Arda Turan, who beat the France defender at the by-line with his 
pace. With the match appearing to head into the break at 1-0, Valencia struck somewhat against the run of play. From a 
corner Rami made contact, heading the ball down to the far post, where Jonas pounced to tap it in. In the 48th minute, poor 
defending saw a free kick from Diego find Miranda inside the heart of the box, where the Brazilian headed past Alves with a 
simple header. It took just six minutes for Atletico's third. Adrian took the ball from Mehmet Topal, flew past Victor Ruiz at 
the edge of the area before firing into the left side of the net, bagging his seventh goal of the competition. They eventually 
grabbed the fourth on 77 minutes after a fine solo effort from Falcao. The former Porto man dribbled past Ruiz and Jeremy 
Mathieu at the corner of the box, before cutting inside and drilling the ball into the upper-right corner. Yet Atletico were to 
be deflated due to the concession of a late goal. In injury time Ricardo Costa headed home a late cross inside the box in 
added time, and put a different complexion on the second leg next week. 

 
In Lisbon, Jon Aurtenetxe (pictured top right) put Athletic Bilbao ahead just after the break, but Emiliano Insua got his side 
level, before Diego Capel completed the turnaround with a fine shot from outside the area. After a goal-less first half, 
Sporting came out from the break in pursuit of the opener. Pereira sent in a cross from the right which appeared to strike 
Fernando Amorebieta on the arm, only for the referee to wave away frantic Portuguese appeals. The decision proved to be 
decisive. Seconds later, a Susaeta free kick took an unlucky deflection off Insua into Aurtenetxe's path, and the 20-year-old 
kept his cool to tuck the ball past Patricio and grab his side a vital away goal. Soon after, another Susaeta set piece caused 
mayhem in the Sporting box. Anderson Polga sent a poor clearance into straight to Amorebieta, who drove a shot against 
the woodwork with Patricio stranded. The miss only served to fire the hosts on. In the 75th minute when Bilbao made a real 
hash of clearing the ball out of their area, the ball fell fortuitously in front of Emiliano Insúa who headed it home for the 
equalizer. A goal from nothing brought the Lisbon crowd to its feet, giving Sporting renewed appetite for the attack. Five 
minutes later, Diego Capel (pictured right), who moved from the left to the right flank earlier in the half struck a long, low 
shot from the top of the box that found its way past a couple of defenders and the keeper's outstretched hand; the shot 
nestled just inches inside the post. Suddenly, Sporting were in the driver's seat, but they weren't able to add to their lead in 
the last 10 minutes plus injury time. The result leaves the outcome of the tie wide open. Sporting will be glad to travel to 
Bilbao for the second leg with the opportunity to defend the one-goal margin. 
 
 

 

RESULTS 
Thursday 19th April 2012 

SPORTING LISBON 2-1 ATHLETIC BILBAO 
ATLETICO MADRID 4-2 VALENCIA 

 
 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Thursday 26th April 2012 

ATHLETIC BILBAO vs. SPORTING LISBON 
VALENCIA vs. ATLETICO MADRID 

 

 

SIMEONE HAILS HIS SIDE’S DOMINANT DISPLAY 

Diego Simeone, who replaced Gregorio Manzano in December, said: "In terms of the 

intensity and the consistency of the performance, this has been the best match since I 

arrived. There has been a great understanding of the type of game we wanted to play. 

The team understood the moment and the match." However the Argentine coach is 

aware that conceding the second goal late in Thursday’s game could still come back to 

haunt his side. "The result is good, because they have been coached by a great 

manager for four years," he said. "They are very competitive and we have been 

superior. We would have signed for this result before the game but the second goal 

means that we can't go to Valencia relaxed." 

 



 
 

9 
 

ENGLAND: BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Arsenal's hopes of a top-four finish is under threat after they were held to a forgettable 
goalless draw by a Chelsea side that made eight changes from the line-up which beat 
Barcelona on Wednesday. Arsenal’s Robin van Persie could have won the game but missed 
various good chances. The match was underwhelming and uneventful, and for two leading 
Premier League clubs, who have played classic encounters over the years; this once 
deserves to be ancient history as quickly as possible. 

 
Aston Villa have a serious threat of relegation hanging over them after Martin O'Neill's Sunderland earned a point 
in a drab goalless draw on the manager's return to Villa Park. Sunderland's Craig Gardner was sent off against his 
old side, who now sit five points above the bottom three. The Black Cats have now failed to score in the last four 
matches. 
 
Canadian winger Junior Hoilett's (pictured lower right) superb strike helped Steve Kean’s Blackburn side improve 
their hopes of surviving the relegation dogfight by defeating Norwich City by 2-0. Hoilett's curling effort beat 
Norwich ‘keeper John Ruddy after the break, to seal victory and reverse a run of five defeats on the trot. Mauro 
Formica had given Rovers the lead from Morten Gamst Pedersen's cross after a strong first half performance from 
the Canaries. But off-target efforts from Aaron Wilbraham and Ryan Bennett were as close as Norwich came to 
scoring. Kean and the owners, Venkys received a barrage of abuse from their own fans in protest on how Rovers 
are performing. 
 
Chris Eagles rescued a point for relegation-threatened Bolton, who were given a stern test by Brendan Rodgers’ 
Swansea City in a 1-1 draw at the Reebok Stadium. Scott Sinclair gave the visitors a perfect start after six minutes 
with a spectacular opener, cutting in from the wing before unleashing an unstoppable curler past Wanderers 
goalkeeper Adam Bodgan. But Eagles soon had Bolton level as he arrived on cue to turn Martin Petrov's left-wing 
cross past Michel Vorm. 

 
Philippe Senderos's (pictured 
left) 89th minute winner gave 
Fulham a late 2-1 victory which 
halted Wigan Athletic's recent 
run. Wigan’s Emmerson Boyce 
placed them in the lead after 
57 minutes, with the defender 
surging on to a loose ball after 
trying to find Connor Sammon 
on the edge of the box, and 
smashing a hammering low 
shot into the bottom corner. 
But Fulham levelled moments 
later when Russian striker 

Pavel Pogrebnyak fired into the bottom corner and the Russian hit the bar from John Arne Riise's cross soon after. 
The Cottagers were not to be denied the victory and they snatched the points when Senderos stooped to meet 
Riise's delivery from the left, and direct his header past Ali Al-Hasbi. 

 
Newcastle United got their sixth consecutive victory in a 
3-0 win at home to Stoke City to climb to fourth place. 
French international Yohan Cabaye (pictured left) 
produced a midfield masterclass, scoring twice and 
providing a glorious pass from which striker Papiss Cisse 
took his tally to 11 goals in 10 games to break a Premier 
League record for ‘most goals in first ten games’. Hatem 
Ben Arfa was the architect of the opening goal with some 
superb trickery on the left touchline. On the 14

th
 minute 

mark, Ben Arfa skipped past Marc Wilson before clipping 
a cross into the Stoke danger zone, where Cisse's 
intelligent movement allowed him to escape Robert Huth 
and send a header crashing against the crossbar. Cabaye 
was waiting to pounce on the rebound with a close range 
header. Cabaye turned provider just four minutes later, 
his wonderful reverse pass for Cisse to race on to and 
slide past Stoke goalkeeper Asmir Begovic. The Magpies 
oozed confidence and controlled the game with a 
swagger expected of a top-four team, and they capped 
the win with that man Cabaye again. The Frenchman hit 
a splendid first-time finish into the far corner for his 
second goal of the afternoon to finish Tony Pulis’ men 
off. This was the Geordies’ fourth clean sheet in a row. 
 
Adel Taarabt's (pictured right) 24

th
 minute free-kick gave 

QPR a crucial three-point cushion between them and the relegation places in a vital 1-0 win against Tottenham. 
Harry Redknapp’s Spurs now face a fight to earn a place in next season's Champions League. Taarabt marred his 
match-winning display when he was shown a second yellow card late on for kicking the ball away but Mark 
Hughes’ side held out till full time. 
 
On Sunday, Manchester United dropped two points in the title race in an amazing 4-4 draw with Everton at Old 
Trafford.  Steven Pienaar grabbed a late equalizer as Everton salvaged a stunning comeback to halt the defending 
champion’s title charge. Nikica Jelavic opened the scoring in the 33rd minute with a tremendous looping header 
giving David De Gea no chance. Wayne Rooney equalized against his former club with a header in the 41st and 
Ferguson’s team looked more comfortable after the break and when Danny Welbeck stepped inside John Heitinga 
and curled his shot into the top corner from the edge of the box in the 57

th
 to make 2-1.  Nani added a third, three 

minutes later, when slick play with Welbeck and Michael Carrick released him to lift a delicate finish over Tim 
Howard. Everton refused to surrender however and Fellaini got Everton a third with a neat volley from Hibbert’s 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
ARSENAL 0-0 CHELSEA 

ASTON VILLA 0-0 SUNDERLAND 
BLACKBURN ROVERS 2-0 NORWICH CITY 
BOLTON WANDERERS 1-1 SWANSEA CITY 

FULHAM 2-1 WIGAN ATHLETIC 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 3-0 STOKE CITY 

QUEENS PARK RANGERS 1-0 TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
MANCHESTER UNITED 4-2 EVERTON 

LIVERPOOL 0-1 WEST BROMWICH ALBION 
WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS 0-2 MANCHESTER CITY 

 
 

 

 
LEAGUE TABLE 

 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MAN UTD 35 26 5 4 83 

2 MAN CITY 35 25 5 5 80 

3 ARSENAL 35 20 5 10 35 

4 NEWCASTLE 34 18 8 8 62 

5 SPURS 34 17 8 9 59 

6 CHELSEA 34 16 10 8 58 

7 EVERTON 34 13 9 12 48 

8 LIVERPOOL 34 12 10 12 46 

9 FULHAM 34 12 10 12 46 

10 WEST BROM 35 13 6 16 45 

11 SUNDERLAND 35 11 11 13 44 

12 SWANSEA 35 11 10 14 43 

13 NORWICH 35 11 10 14 43 

14 STOKE 34 11 9 14 42 

15 ASTON VILLA 34 7 15 12 36 

16 QPR 35 9 7 19 34 

17 WIGAN 35 8 10 17 34 

18 BLACKBURN 35 8 7 20 31 

19 BOLTON 33 9 3 21 30 

20 WOLVES 35 5 8 22 23 
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cross. Rooney notched his second just two minutes later, sweeping into the net from Welbeck’s pass for his 26th 
league goal this season, taking him past former greats George Best and Dennis Viollet on the club’s all-time list. 
With the clock ticking down, Pienaar completed the comeback with a close range finish from Fellaini’s pass. But in 
a dramatic finish, Jelavic popped up again and pulled a goal back in the 83rd and Pienaar leveled with an 85th 
minute finish. 

 
Manchester City turned up the heat on 
their Manchester rivals with a 2-0 win at 
Molineux against the doomed 
Wolverhampton Wanderers.  First goal 
was scored on 26th minutes by Argentine 
Sergio Aguero (pictured left) with a 
fantastic calm finish after he received a 
defence-splitting through ball from 
French left-back Gaël Clichy. Wolves 
worked hard knowing that defeat in this 
game would send them into the 
Championship and they forced saves out 
of England goalkeeper Joe Hart.  It was to 
no avail as Samir Nasri got the second 
goal in the 73rd minute.  This was Wolves’ 
final nail in the coffin. 
 
Roy Hodgson's West Brom side 
completed the ultimate smash-and-grab 
raid to record their first win at Anfield for 
45 years, a 1-0 triumph - as Liverpool 
dominated but dropped yet more points 
at home. Had the hosts converted all 
their chances they would probably have 

made it into double figures but their season-long goalscoring problems cost them dearly once again. Baggies 
manager Hodgson, sacked by Liverpool in January last year after a disappointing six months in charge, will no 
doubt have taken great satisfaction on his first return to his former club. Kenny Dalglish, the man who replaced 
him, will be wondering what his side have to do solve their problems in front of goal after twice hitting the 
woodwork and having a penalty claim rejected in addition to numerous other opportunities. But having not broken 
West Brom's resistance there was always the risk of punishment and it was duly delivered by Peter Odemwingie 
(pictured right) 15 minutes from time. Liverpool have now won just one Barclays Premier League game at home in 
2012 and scored only six goals in seven matches, and have dropped 27 points at Anfield in the current campaign. 
 
 

 
FIXTURES 

Tuesday 24th April 2012 
ASTON VILLA vs. BOLTON WANDERERS 

 
Saturday 28th April 2012 
EVERTON vs. FULHAM 

STOKE CITY vs. ARSENAL 
SUNDERLAND vs. BOLTON WANDERERS 

SWANSEA CITY vs. WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS 
WEST BROMWICH ALBION vs. ASTON VILLA 
WIGAN ATHLETIC vs. NEWCASTLE UNITED 

NORWICH CITY vs. LIVERPOOL 
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
CHELSEA vs. QUEENS PARK RANGERS 

TOTTENHAM HOTPSUR vs. BLACKBURN ROVERS 
 

Monday 30th April 2012 
MANCHESTER CITY vs. MANCHESTER UNITED 

 

 

READING PROMOTED  
Reading returned to the Barclays Premier League after securing 
automatic promotion with a 1-0 win at home to Nottingham Forest 
last Tuesday night. The final whistle was greeted with a triumphant 
pitch invasion by 22,000 home supporters at the Madejski Stadium. 
Victory took the Royals, who've won 46 points from a possible 51 since 
January, back to the top flight for the first time since 2008, with the 
players swamped by joyful Reading fans who swarmed onto the pitch 
at the final whistle. With only the top two sides guaranteed 
promotion, victory gave Championship leaders Reading an unbeatable 
eight point lead over third-placed West Ham, with only a maximum of 
six on offer to the Hammers from their final two regular season league 
games. Reading manager Brian McDermott, who suffered the agony of 
a playoff final defeat by Swansea last year, added: "I'm delighted. I 
couldn't see too much good in losing that play-off final at Wembley 
final last year, but perhaps this is meant to be. I'm not even bothered 
about the Premier League tonight; I'm just concerned about the 
players and staff. It's a night for the fans." Reading clinched the 
Championship title on Saturday, despite being held to a draw by a 
stubborn Crystal Palace side. Southampton's were defeated at 
Middlesbrough in the late kick-off handed the league title to Brian 
McDermott's side. 
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SPAIN: LIGA BBVA 
Victor Casadesus' first-half header sealed a 1-0 victory for Real Mallorca and consigned Real 
Zaragoza to their third defeat in four games and left their Primera Division survival hopes 
hanging by a thread. The visitors had started brightly but Helder Postiga fired wastefully 
over after just two minutes before heading an even better chance from close range over 15 
minutes later. However, Mallorca's set-pieces troubled Zaragoza all day and Victor headed 
in unchallenged from Chori Castro's corner just after the half-hour. Manolo Jimenez's men 

had more of the ball after the break but could not find a way through a well-organised Mallorca back line. They 
remained five points from safety with only four games remaining.  
 
Sporting Gijon increased their hopes of avoiding relegation on Saturday when they defeated Rayo Vallecano 2-1 to 
move onto 31 points, five shy of safety with four games remaining. Gaston Sangoy put Sporting in front and after 
Mikel Labaka levelled for Rayo, the home side found a winner through Mate Bilic. Rayo were reduced to nine men 
when Labaka and Jose Manuel Casado were dismissed. 
 
The final game on Saturday, Sevilla 
vs. Levante was temporarily 
suspended when fans threw 
hundreds of tennis balls onto the 
pitch in kick off time protest 
(pictured left – Banner reads: "Stop 
the match, MOU is talking"). The 
game at the Sanchez Pizjuan had 
been moved back to 10:30pm local 
time because of the 'Clasico' 
between Barcelona and Real Madrid 
that kicked off two-and-a-half hours 
earlier. The protest mirrored a 
similar incident in late 2010 by fans 
of FC Basel of Switzerland, who 
bombarded the pitch with tennis 
balls during a game after the kickoff time was changed to avoid a clash with a televised tennis tournament. When 
play resumed, Alvaro Negredo gave Sevilla a 21st-minute lead, the consistent Arouna Kone levelled for Levante 
seven minutes later the game finished 1-1 despite Negredo missing a late penalty. 
 
For coverage of the Barcelona-Real Madrid game see cover story and page three. 
 
Granada took a significant step towards survival as they secured their first win in four games to move eight points 
clear of the relegation zone winning 1-0 against Getafe. Franco Jara put the hosts in front after 18 minutes as he 
latched onto Carlos Martins' great through ball and calmly slotted past Miguel Angel Moya. Getafe only really had 
one clear-cut chance to get level when Inigo Lopez's slip allowed Diego Castro to stride through on goal, but he 
went for power rather than accuracy and sent his shot just wide. 
 
Carlos Vela's spectacular overhead-kick five minutes from time handed Real Sociedad a point from an entertaining 
1-1 draw with Villarreal. The visitors dominated for long spells in the first half and took the lead three minutes 
before the break as Marcos Senna fired in off the post from just inside the area. Sociedad then had Claudio Bravo to 
thank as the Chilean keeper denied Marco Ruben and Cani to keep his side in the game after waves of attacks from 
the hosts. 
 
An early goal from Gaizka Toquero sent Racing Santander one step closer to relegation while lifting Athletic Bilbao 
back into the European places as Bilbao grab the 1-0 away win. Toquero got the only goal in the 12th minute to 
leave Racing 11 points from safety with four games left to go, while Athletic go up to sixth place. The result was 
perhaps harsh on Racing who created plenty of chances but, in keeping with a record that has seen them score only 
nine goals in 18 home matches, they could not find a breakthrough. 
 
Two goals in two second-half minutes from Arda Turan guided Atletico Madrid to a comfortable 3-1 win over 
Espanyol. Diego Godin had headed the hosts in front inside 10 minutes but Didac Vila replied for Espanyol with a 
fine finish shortly afterwards. Arda restored Atletico's lead just before the hour mark with a stunning overhead kick 
and the Turkish midfielder extended the lead moments later as his left-footed shot crept past Cristian Alvarez at his 
near post. 
 
Goals from Jonas, Sofiane Feghouli, Roberto Soldado and Pablo Piatti carried Valencia to an important 4-0 La Liga 
win over nine-man Real Betis at the Mestalla. Valencia took the lead just after six minutes. Dani Parejo found Jonas 
at the top of the box with a low ball, and the Brazilian managed to find Soldado at the right side of the box with a 
chipped pass. The Spaniard returned the ball to the former Gremio man, who finished with a little touch past 
Fabricio Ramirez from close. The first half passed with few chances for either side before Valencia managed to put 
together one of its best halves of the season. Twelve minutes into the second half, Betis' task became infinitely 
more difficult when Jose Dorado brought down Feghouli on the edge of the area, and was handed a straight red. 
Valencia then took advantage. In the 63rd minute, the home team passed the ball around and managed to double 
its lead. Down the left flank, Sergio Canales curled in a pinpoint cross that found Feghouli, who only needed one 
touch to fire the ball into the back of the net after doing well to separate himself from a defender. Then, with 
Valencia dominating the ball and moving well, Soldado managed to grab his goal with a little touch at the front 
post, after Piatti did well to play in a ball to the Spanish star, who finished well. The Argentine would get himself a 
goal two minutes later. Miscommunication in defence saw a loose ball be picked up by Piatti, who gained 
possession at the top of the box and fired home, securing a four goal thrashing in the process. Jorge Molina 
received his marching orders for protesting to the referee. 
 
Osasuna and Malaga fought to a 1-1 draw at the Reyno de Navarra in a game with few clear cut chances. Nino 
(pictured right) opened the scoring for Osasuna just after half-time with a point-blank header after latching on to a 
cross from Alvaro Cejudo. But the veteran's strike was cancelled out by Santi Cazorla's goal 15 minutes later which 
earned a point for Malaga. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
MALLORCA 1-0 REAL ZARAGOZA 

SPORTING GIJON 2-1 RAYO VALLECANO 
BARCELONA 1-2 REAL MADRID 

SEVILLA 1-1 LEVANTE 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
GRANADA 1-0 GETAFE 

REAL SOCIEDAD 1-1 VILLAREAL 
RACING SANTANDER 0-1 ATHLETIC BILBAO 

ATLETICO MADRID 3-1 ESPANYOL 
VALENCIA 4-0 REAL BETIS 

 
Monday 23rd April 2012 
OSASUNA vs. MALAGA 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 
1 REAL MADRID 34 28 4 2 88 

2 BARCELONA 34 25 6 3 81 

3 VALENCIA 34 15 10 9 55 

4 MALAGA 34 15 7 12 52 

5 LEVANTE 34 14 7 13 49 

6 BILBAO 34 12 12 10 48 

7 ATLETICO 34 13 9 12 48 

8 OSASUNA 34 11 14 9 47 

9 SEVILLA 34 12 10 12 46 

10 ESPANYOL 34 12 9 13 45 

11 GETAFE 34 12 9 13 45 

12 MALLORCA 34 11 10 13 43 

13 BETIS 34 12 6 16 42 

14 SOCIEDAD 34 10 10 14 40 

15 RAYO 34 12 4 18 40 

16 GRANADA 34 11 6 17 39 

17 VILLARREAL 34 8 13 13 37 

18 GIJON 34 8 7 19 31 

19 ZARAGOZA 34 8 7 19 31 

20 SANTANDER 34 4 14 16 26 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 28th April 2012 
GETAFE vs. MALLORCA 
LEVANTE vs. GRANADA 

ESPANYOL vs. SPORTING GIJON 
REAL SOCIEDAD vs. RACING SANTANDER 

VILLARREAL vs. OSASUNA 
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
REAL MADRID vs. SEVILLA 

REAL ZARAGOZA vs. ATHLETIC BILBAO 
MALAGA vs. VALENCIA 

REAL BETIS vs. ATLETICO MADRID 
RAYO VALLECANO vs. BARCELONA 
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GERMANY: BUNDESLIGA 
Borussia Dortmund wrapped up the title, with two games remaining, on Saturday evening 
with 2-0 win over Borssia Monchengladbach at the Westfalenstadion. Goals either side of half 
time from Ivan Perisic and Japanese International Shinji Kagawa helped seal the comfortable 
victory. Before Perisic opened the scoring with a header from a Marcel Schmelzer cross on 19 
minutes Kagawa had hit a post and Robert Lewandowski had brought a good save from 
Gladbach keeper Marc Andre ter Stegen. Early in the 2nd half Gladbach's Marco Reus had a 

good opportunity to equalise against the run of play, however after rounding the keeper Weidenfeller, his shot was 
blocked on the line by Schmelzer. Within moments an excellent counter attack was rounded off with Lewandowski 
playing in Kagawa to slot home the 2nd goal. Dortmund coach Jurgen Klopp was first to celebrate the goal with 
Kagawa sprinting from his 
technical area to celebrate with 
the Japanese star. A third goal was 
prevented after another excellent 
save from ter Stegen this time 
denying Lewandowski. The good 
day for Dortmund was rounded off 
with 17 minutes remaining when 
Mario Gotze made his first 
appearance since December after 
being out injured for the whole of 
2012. The final whistle sparked 
jubilant celebrations from players, 
staff and fans alike (pictured right). 
The result left Gladbach in 4th 
place in the table battling with 
Schalke for the 3rd place in the 
Champion’s League group stage.  
 
Schalke did not capitalise on the Gladbach result by drawing 1-1 away to Augsburg. The point for Augsburg almost 
guaranteed top flight status next season with them now holding a 4 point cushion over Koln for the relegation playoff 
spot. Augsburg took an early lead through Sebastian Langkamp however with just over 5 minutes before half time 
Klaas-Jan Huntelaar equalised with his 25th goal of the season.  
 
Bayern Munich secured Champions League group stage football next season with a 2-1 win away at Werder Bremen. 
Munich coach Juup Heynckes made several changes to his starting X1 with Wednesday nights Champions league 
semi-final in the Bernabeu obviously in the back of his mind. With the score goal less at half time a goal from Brazilian 
Naldo after 51 minutes looked like it was going to hand Dortmund the title before they even kicked off in the evening 
kick off. Munich equalised with 15 minutes remaining after substitute Franck Ribery's cross was put into his own net 
by Naldo. Munich pushed for a winner and with only moments left Ribery scored the winner which ensured 
Dortmund had to win to clinch the title.  
 
At the other end of the table Kaiserslautern won for the first time in 21 games but still ended the day relegated to the 
second tier of German football after 2 seasons back in the top league. However they went out with a show of fight 
with a 2-1 win away at relegation threatened Hertha Berlin. Kaiserslautern took the lead just before the half mark 
with a goal from Oliver Kirch and the lead was doubled shortly before half time with a volley from Andrew Wooten. 
Hertha managed to pull a goal back when Peter Niemeyer scored a header on the hour mark. However any hopes of a 
comeback were ended when Niemeyer was sent off for 2 bookings in as many minutes with 12 minutes to go. The 
result leaves Hertha 2 points adrift of FC Koln fighting for the relegation play off space.  
 
Koln picked up a point at home to Stuttgart to leave themselves in 16th place in the table with 2 games remaining. A 
goal early in the second half from Slawomir Peszko gave the Billy Goats the lead however with 20 minutes remaining 
Cacau scored his 7th goal of the season. The result leaves Stuttgart in 5th place.  
 
Leverkusen consolidated there place in a Europa League place with a 1-0 win away to Hoffenheim. In the first half 
Tobias Weis had a goal disallowed for Hoffenheim. Andre Schurrle scored the winner for Leverkusen after 79 minutes 
with a curling right footed shot. Hoffenheim got a penalty late in the game however Sejad Salihovic’s kick was saved 
by Bernd Leno to clinch the points for Leverkusen.  
 
Hannover remain in the final Europa League place in 7th position in the table following a 0-0 draw away at Freiburg, 
who are now mathematically safe following the point. Freiburg remains unbeaten in 9 games. The point also leaves 
Hannover with Europa league qualification in their own hands and extends an unbeaten run at the AWD Arena to an 
impressive 17 games. 
 
Friday night saw Mainz entertain Wolfsburg at the Coface. The game ended in a 0-0 draw and while Wolfsburg coach 
Felix Magath will be pleased to stop a run of 3 successive defeats the point leaves it highly unlikely that Wolfsburg will 
be playing Europa League football. The point also guarantees Mainz will be playing top flight football next season 
after results over the weekend ensured safety.  
 
The final game this week saw Nurnberg and Hamburg draw 1-1, a point that leaves Nuremburg in mid table and 
Hamburg still needed a result to ensure that they can’t end up in the relegation play off.  After a goalless first half 
Hamburg took the lead just before the hour mark when South Korean International Heung Min Son netted following a 
goal mouth scramble. Nuremburg equalised following a mistake from on loan Chelsea defender Jeffrey Bruma 
allowed Daniel Didavi to score. 

Andrew Waite 
Twitter (@terrywaite) 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 20th April 2012 
MAINZ 05 0-0 WOLFSBURG 

 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

WERDER BREMEN 1-2 BAYERN MUNICH 
NURNBERG 1-1 HAMBURG 

HOFFENHEIM 0-1 BAYER LEVERKUSEN 
FC KOLN 1-1 STUTTGART 

HERTHA BERLIN 1-2 KAISERSLAUTERN 
BORUSSIA DORTMUND 2-0 BORUSSIA MONCHENGLADBACH 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 

AUGSBURG 1-1 SCHALKE 04 
HANNOVER 96 0-0 FREIBURG 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 DORTMUND 32 23 6 3 75 

2 BAYERN MUNICH 32 21 4 7 67 

3 SCHALKE 32 18 4 10 58 

4 MONCHENGLADBACH 32 16 8 8 56 

5 STUTTGART 32 14 8 10 50 

6 LEVERKUSEN 32 13 9 10 48 

7 HANNOVER 32 11 12 9 45 

8 WERDER BREMEN 32 11 9 12 42 

9 HOFFENHEIM 32 10 11 11 41 

10 WOLFSBURG 32 12 5 15 41 

11 NURNBURG 32 11 6 16 39 

12 MAINZ 32 9 11 12 38 

13 FREIBURG 32 9 10 13 37 

14 HAMBURG 32 8 11 13 35 

15 FC AUGSBURG 32 7 13 12 35 

16 FC KOLN 32 8 6 18 30 

17 HERTHA BERLIN 32 6 10 16 28 

18 KAISERSLAUTERN 32 4 11 17 23 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 28th April 2012 

BAYER LEVERKUSEN vs. HANNOVER 96 
BAYERN MUNICH vs. STUTTGART 
SCHALKE 04 vs. HERTHA BERLIN 

HAMBURG vs. MAINZ 05 
FREIBURG vs. FC KOLN 

KAISERSLAUTERN vs. BORUSSIA DORTMUND 
HOFFENHEIM vs. NURNBERG 

WOLFSBURG vs. WERDER BREMEN 
BORUSSIA MONCHENGLADBACH vs. AUGSBURG 

 
 

 

 
GREUTHER FÜRTH AND EINTRACHT FRANKFURT PROMOTED 
SpVgg Greuther Fürth and Eintracht Frankfurt sealed promotion this past weekend finishing respectively first and second in 2.Bundesliga.  Greuther Fürth (pictured above) join the 
Bundesliga for the first time after drawing 1-1 at FSV Frankfurt on Friday. Frankfurt defeated Alemannia Aachen 3-0 on Monday night to clinch top flight football. 
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ITALY: SERIE A TIM 
Parma helped themselves away from the relegation zone with a 3-0 win over Cagliari, who 
themselves have the threat of playing Serie B football next season. Sebastian Giovinco was the 
pulling all the strings in the win with the opening goal in the 24th minute and a contributor for 
the other two goals. The home side's second and third goals both came from the penalty spot, 
with Sergio Floccari scoring the first in the 73rd minute and Stefano Okaka wrapping up victory 
in the last minute. Cagliari could have no complaints about the defeat, after failing to test 

Parma goalkeeper Antonio Mirante even once on a disappointing afternoon at the Stadio Tardini. 
 
Saturday evening proved to be an emotional night for Udinese, taking to the field for the first time since the death of 
Piermario Morosini - their midfielder who had been out on loan at Livorno. Unfortunately, they missed the chance to 
pile the pressure on third-placed Lazio on as they were held to a frustrating draw by Chievo. With Lazio not playing 
until Sunday afternoon, a win would have put the Bianconeri up into the automatic Champions League places 
overnight. They were unable to deliver, though, and mid-table Chievo missed a penalty when Cyril Thereau failed to 
convert in the first-half. 
 
Catania improved their chances of clinching European football next term with an impressive 2-0 triumph over 
Atalanta. Alejandro Gomez set the hosts on their way with the opening goal after half an hour and Felipe Seymour 
made sure of the points with five minutes from time. The win marked a return to winning ways for Vincenzo 
Montella's side, who had lost some team in recent weeks after a fine campaign. 
 
Napoli kept up their hunt of Champions 
League football by beating Serie B bound 
Novara 2-0 on Saturday night. Edinson 
Cavani and captain Paolo Cannavaro 
(pictured right) scored the goals in a one-
sided affair which in truth, was done and 
dusted by half time. Chances were few 
and far between for Novara, who now lie 
11 points from safety with only five 
games remaining and look doomed. 
Walter Mazzarri's side, meanwhile, are 
just three points behind third-placed 
Lazio. Napoli have already qualified for 
the Europa League by virtue of reaching 
the Coppa Italia final, but they appear 
keen to return to the Champions League 
after getting their first taste of the 
competition this term. 
 
Fiorentina had a penalty saved as Inter Milan held on for a 0-0 draw in Tuscany. Inter goalkeeper Julio Cesar brought 
down Fiorentina's Andrea Lazzari in the 69th minute butthen kept out Adem Ljajic's spot-kick. The outcome leaves 
Inter unbeaten under coach Andrea Stramaccioni, who replaced Claudio Ranieri last month, and helps keep them in 
the Champions League picture. 
 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic scored in the last minute to rescue a point for 10-man AC Milan against Bologna in a 1-1 draw. The 
Rossoneri looked to be heading for just their third defeat at the Giuseppe Meazza stadium this season after Gaston 
Ramirez had put Bologna in front in the 26th minute. Ibrahimovic looked to have equalised in the 58th minute only 
for the referee to disallow the goal for a controversial offside decision. The hosts then had defender Daniele Bonera 
sent off for a second yellow card eight minutes from time but Ibrahimovic earned his team a vital draw as they 
moved on 68 points. 
 
Substitute Valeri Bojinov struck at the death as relegation-threatened Lecce came from behind to claim a 1-1 draw at 
Lazio. Francesco Matuzalem put the home side ahead in the 82nd minute after both teams had previously been 
denied by the crossbar. Bojinov then came to the visitors' rescue by scoring the equaliser seconds from time. 
 
Cesena staved off relegation for a few days at least by drawing 2-2 at home to Palermo. The basement boys turned 
the game around in the space of three minutes just before the half-hour mark as goals from Mario Santana and 
Vincenzo Rennella put them 2-1 in front. But Matias Silvestre equalised on the stroke of half-time to earn a point for 
Palermo, who had gone in front through Nicolas Bertolo. The draw left Cesena 14 points from safety with five games 
to go. 
 
Genoa's 4-1 defeat to Siena was suspended for 45 minutes after a fan disturbance that saw the home players 
intimidated in the middle of the pitch. The players were also forced to remove their shirts by angry supporters. The 
game eventually restarted after goalkeeper Giuseppe Sculli's emotional intervention, with Siena resuming 4-0 in front 
and going on to secure an important three points in their battle against relegation. A week after the death of Livorno 
midfielder Piermario Morosini on the field in Pescara, a group of home fans threatened a game's abandonment for 
totally different reasons. When the hosts conceded a fourth goal early in the second half, a large group of their fans 
accumulated around the tunnel area and threatened to invade the pitch. Genoa's players were kept out on the pitch 
as the group demanded they give up their shirts, with captain Marco Rossi gathering jerseys from all but Sculli, who 
tearfully confronted the supporters. The fans retreated from the tunnel following his show of passion and allowed 
the game to continue, and they were belatedly given something to cheer when Cristiano Del Grosso put through his 
own goal. Franco Brienza was on target twice for Siena, with Mattia Destro - on loan from Genoa - and Luigi Giorgi 
also scoring to take Giuseppe Sannino's side seven points clear of the bottom three. 
 
The undefeated Juventus took a major step towards the Serie A title with a resounding 4-0 victory over 10-man 
Roma. Arturo Vidal put the Bianconeri two goals to the good inside the opening eight minutes before Andrea Pirlo 
made it 3-0, knocking home the rebound after his penalty attempt just before the half-hour mark had been saved by 
Gianluca Curci, who had taken over in goal following the dismissal of Maarten Stekelenburg. Claudio Marchisio who 
added Juve’s fourth goal shortly after the interval as Antonio Conte’s men moved three points clear of title rivals AC 
Milan. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
PARMA 3-0 CAGLIARI 
CHIEVO 0-0 UDINESE 

CATANIA 2-0 ATALANTA 
NAPOLI 2-0 NOVARA 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 

FIORENTINA 0-0 INTER MILAN 
AC MILAN 1-1 BOLOGNA 

LAZIO 1-1 LECCE 
CESENA 2-2 PALERMO 

GENOA 1-4 SIENA 
JUVENTUS 4-0 AS ROMA 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 JUVENTUS 33 19 14 0 71 

2 AC MILAN 33 20 8 5 68 

3 LAZIO 33 16 7 10 55 

4 UDINESE 33 14 10 9 52 

5 NAPOLI 33 13 12 8 51 

6 ROMA 33 15 5 13 50 

7 INTER 33 14 7 12 49 

8 CATANIA 33 11 13 9 46 

9 CHIEVO 33 11 10 12 43 

10 SIENA 33 11 9 13 42 

11 PALERMO 33 11 8 14 41 

12 BOLOGNA 33 10 11 12 41 

13 PARMA 33 10 11 12 41 

14 ATALANTA 33 11 13 9 40 

15 FIORENTINA 33 9 11 13 38 

16 CAGLIARI 33 9 11 13 38 

17 GENOA 33 9 9 15 36 

18 LECCE 33 8 11 14 35 

19 NOVARA 33 5 10 18 25 

20 CESENA 33 4 10 19 22 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Tuesday 24th April 2012 
CAGLIARI vs. CATANIA 
ATALANTA vs. CHIEVO 

 
Wednesday 25th April 2012 

NOVARA vs. LAZIO 
SIENA vs. BOLOGNA 

ROMA vs. FIORENTINA 
UDINESE vs. INTER MILAN 

LECCE vs. NAPOLI 
PALERMO vs. PARMA 

MILAN vs. GENOA 
CESENA vs. JUVENTUS 

 
Saturday 28th April 2012 
PALERMO vs. CATANIA 
CAGLIARI vs. CHIEVO 

ROMA vs. NAPOLI 
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
BOLOGNA vs. GENOA 

INTER MILAN vs. CESENA 
ATALANTA vs. FIORENTINA 

NOVARA vs. JUVENTUS 
SIENA vs. MILAN 
LECCE vs. PARMA 
UDINESE vs. LAZIO 
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FRANCE: LIGUE 1 
Last Wednesday night saw the Coupe de la Ligue finalists play their games in hand as Marseille 
play host to Caen and Lyon travelled to Toulouse. Toulouse kept alive its slim hopes of 
qualifying for the Champions League by beating Lyon 3-0. Midfielder Pantxi Sirieix scored early 
and Emmanuel Riviere headed in Sirieix's cross to put Toulouse 2-0 up at halftime. Turkish 
forward Umut Bulut grabbed a goal in injury time. 
 

Marseille failed to capitalize on its Cup success by drawing 1-1 at home to struggling Caen. Marseille beat Lyon 1-0 in 
extra time last Saturday to win the League Cup, ending a miserable run of 12 matches without a win. But coach Didier 
Deschamps' team still hasn't won in the French league since beating Rennes on Jan. 29. Winger Frederic Bulot put 
Caen ahead when he turned in young prodigy M'Baye Niang's cross in the 12th minute, and Loic Remy equalized from 
the penalty spot in the first half for his 11th league goal of the season after midfielder Alexandre Raineau had 
handled the ball. Remy missed a great chance for Marseille in the 55th minute when he shot wide with only 
goalkeeper Alexis Thebaux to beat. Striker Pierre-Alain Frau could have put Caen 2-1 up in the 60th but goalkeeper 
Steve Mandanda kicked away his shot. 
 
On Saturday, a Julien Féret penalty allowed Rennes to beat Breton rivals Brest 1-0 at the Stade Francis-Le Blé as 
Frédéric Antonetti's side propelled themselves right back into European contention. Féret netted from 12 yards three 
minutes into stoppage time at the end of the first half as Rennes claimed their second league win in five days and 

maintained their unbeaten record in Brittany 
derbies this season. 
 
Also chasing European football, Saint-Etienne 
staked their claim when they claimed a 
confident 4-1 win away at Caen. The visitors 
went ahead when Aurelien Montaroup put the 
ball past his own keeper after 39 minutes. 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang (pictured left) 
made it two in the 60th minute, before Ivorian 
winger Max Gradel put the game beyond 

doubt ten minutes later.  Livio Nabab scored a 71st-minute consolation goal for Caen before Aubameyang notched 
his second of the game and taking his tally to 13 for the season. 
 
Defending champions Lille got a routine 2-0 win at Dijon, who were reduced to nine men. Lille also had a man sent off 
with Idrissa Gana Gueye given his marching orders before Rio Mavuba and Eden Hazard struck within ten minutes of 
half time to give Lille an unlikely two-goal cushion. Dijon grew increasingly frustrated as the game wore on and had 
Abdoulaye Meite and Bennard Kumordzi sent off in the second half. 
 
Tunisia star Aymen Abdennour's own-goal left Toulouse on the wrong end of a 2-1 scoreline at Evian. Central 
defender Abdennour has been one of the revelations of the season for Toulouse, but his own-goal on 73 minutes cost 
Alain Casanova's side dearly. Evian took the lead after ten minutes with their first chance when Aldo Angoula stole a 
march on a sluggish TFC backline to head Thomas Kahlenberg's corner powerfully home. Toulouse got the leveller on 
72 minutes, Wissam Ben Yedder's classy finish from fellow substitute Adrien Regattin's inch-perfect cross - when 
Tunisia star Abdennour, fighting it out with Aldo Angoula to get to a Daniel Wass free kick, had the misfortune to 
knock the ball over his own goal line. 
 
Montpellier moved a step closer to a maiden Ligue 1 title with a 1-0 win over Valenciennes on Saturday. Souleymane 
Camara scored in the fifth minute to open up a five-point gap over PSG ahead of their match with Sochaux on 
Sunday. Camara gave the home side the advantage at Stade de la Mosson when he kneed home Younes Belhanda's 
low cross from the right. Belhanda then had an effort disallowed for offside and Montpellier were lucky not to 
concede five minutes from time when Renaud Cohade's effort struck the crossbar from 20 yards. 
 
Argentine defender Fabian Monzon's strike from the spot handed Nice a 1-0 win - their third victory in four matches - 
over nine-man Auxerre, for whom Dennis Oliech and Willy Boly saw red. Although the result sees Nice climb to 12th 
place, their battle against the drop isn't over as they are only four points clear of 18th placed Sochaux, while Auxerre 
can ill afford any more slip-ups if they are to bridge the five-point gap between them and 19th-placed Ajaccio and 
have a hope of avoiding the drop to Ligue 2. 
 
In the late game, Marseille slipped to a 12th defeat in their past 14 games as Bordeaux recorded a 2-1 win at Stade 
Cheban-Delmas. The hosts took the lead in spectacular fashion within the first minute after Jussie broke free to slide 
the ball past Steve Mandanda. Didier Deschamps' men, who lifted the Coupe de la Ligue last weekend, then lost 
Stephane Mbia to injury after 12 minutes, with Cesar Azpilicueta replacing the Cameroonian. Jussie doubled his tally 
after 29 minutes after Jaroslav Plasil's shot was initially blocked by Rod Fanni. Jordan Ayew reduced the deficit early 
into the second half, and Marseille was lucky after Mandanda saved Tremoulinas' penalty after the goalkeeper's foul 
on the impressive Jussie. 
 
Ajaccio drew 0-0 at home to Nancy but the point proved valuable as it lifted the Corsican side one place above the 
relegation zone, with Brest dropping into the bottom three. Sochaux remains in 19th place and in danger of being 
relegated along with Auxerre, which is five points behind and in last place. 
 
Paris Saint-Germain ended a dismal spell of form with a 6-1 thrashing of Sochaux on Sunday that kept them in 
touching distance of league leaders Montpellier. Brazilian winger Nene led the rout with two goals, while Javier 
Pastore grabbed his 10th league goal of the season and Thiago Motta, winger Jeremy Menez (pictured right) and 
veteran defender Sylvain Armand also scored. PSG had faced a barrage of criticism after winning only one of its 
previous five league games and dropping valuable points by conceding late goals. Mali striker Modibo Maiga had 
briefly equalized for Sochaux as he continued his fine run of form with his fifth goal in five games. 
 
Lyon came back from two goals down to earn a dramatic 3-2 win at home to Lorient. The visitors made the 
breakthrough after 22 minutes when Kevin Monnet-Paquet found the net.  Lorient raced into a 2-0 lead just 
moments later as Mattias Autret fired in to silence the Stade de Gerland. Lyon began their comeback seven minutes 
before half time when Cris converted from Kim Kallstrom's corner.  The home side drew themselves level with 13 
minutes to play thanks to Lisandro Lopez's effort.  The turnaround was secured in the 85th minute through Bafetimbi 
Gomis. 

 
RESULTS 

Wednesday 18th April 2012 
MARSEILLE 1-1 CAEN 
TOULOUSE 3-0 LYON 

 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

BREST 0-1 STADE RENNES 
CAEN 1-4 SAINT-ETIENNE 

DIJON 0-2 LILLE 
EVIAN TG 2-1 TOULOUSE 

MONTPEILLIER 1-0 VALENCIENNES 
NICE 1-0 AUXERRE 

BORDEAUX 2-1 MARSEILLE 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
AJACCIO 0-0 NANCY 

PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN 6-1 SOCHAUX 
LYON 3-2 LORIENT 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MONTPELLIER 33 21 6 6 69 

2 PSG 33 19 10 4 67 

3 LILLE 33 17 11 5 62 

4 LYON 33 17 5 11 56 

5 RENNES 33 15 9 9 54 

6 ST. ETIENNE 33 15 8 10 53 

7 TOULOUSE 33 15 8 10 53 

8 BORDEAUX 33 11 13 9 46 

9 EVIAN TG 33 12 9 12 45 

10 MARSEILLE 33 10 11 12 41 

11 NANCY 33 10 11 12 41 

12 NICE 33 9 10 14 37 

13 VALENCIENNES 33 10 7 16 37 

14 LORIENT 33 8 11 14 35 

15 CAEN 33 8 10 15 34 

16 DIJON 33 9 7 17 34 

17 AJACCIO 33 7 13 13 34 

18 BREST 33 6 15 12 33 

19 SOCHAUX 33 8 9 16 33 

20 AUXERRE 33 5 13 15 28 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Friday 27th April 2012 

TOULOUSE vs. MONTPELLIER 
LOREINT vs. MARSEILLE 

 
Sunday 29th April 2012 

AUXERRE vs. BREST 
NANCY vs. CAEN 

STADE RENNES vs. AJACCIO 
SAINT-ETIENNE vs. DIJON 
SOCHAUX vs. BORDEUAX 
VALENCIENNES vs. NICE 

LILLE vs. PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN 
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NETHERLANDS: EREDIVISIE 
Roda JC smashed NAC Breda 3-0 on Friday night in a mid-table clash. Harm van Veldhoven's 
men took until the 58th minute to break through at the Rat Verlegh Stadion, when Sanharib 
Malki struck. Substitute Mitchell Donald added a second goal on 75 minutes, with Malki 
assisting his Dutch team-mate, before Ruud Vormer sealed the result with a goal in the 90th 
minute. 
 

Heerenveen missed a chance to go third as they were held to a 1-1 home draw by Vitesse. Serbian midfielder Filip 
Duricic gave the hosts the lead after just five minutes before Japanese substitute Mike Havenaar levelled with just 11 
minutes left to give seventh-placed Vitesse a point. 
 
De Graafschap were condemned to at least a place in the relegation play-offs after losing 3-2 at home to nine-man 
Heracles Almelo. Soufian El Hassnaoui opened the scoring before Samuel Armenteros brought Heracles level. Ninos 
Gouriye made it 2-1 to the visitors before Everton put them further ahead. Lerin Duarte was sent off and De 
Graafschap then made it 3-2 through Michael De Leeuw's penalty. Mark Looms was dismissed for a second yellow 
card but the nine men survived a tricky last five minutes. 
 
FC Utrecht scored twice in the last 13 minutes to edge RKC Waalwijk 2-0 and guarantee another season in the Dutch 
top-flight. Alje Schut and Alexander Gerndt grabbed the crucial goals in the final 14 minutes to move Utrecht 14 
points clear of third-bottom VVV-Venlo. The result left Utrecht only two points adrift of their ninth-placed hosts, who 
lost ground in their bid for a Europa League play-off place. 
 

FC Twente overturned already-
relegated Excelsior to try to put 
pressure on Eredivisie leaders Ajax 
with a 1-0 win. Twente left it late at 
Excelsior, with substitute Nacer Chadli 
(pictured celebrating left with 
teammates) getting the winner in the 
second minute of second-half 
stoppage time. Belgian Chadli's 92nd-
minute strike was assisted by Leroy 
Fer and condemned Excelsior to their 
eighth loss from their past nine league 
fixtures. 
 
Feyenoord kept their hopes of 
European qualification alive by an 
away 2-1 at ADO Den Haag.  Ruben 
Schaken got Feyenoord in the lead just 
after half-time after great work from 

Guyon Fernandez.  Fernandez got on the scoresheet himself in the 70th minute to make it 2-0 and Den Haag got a 
consolation goal from a penalty from Lex Immers.  The penalty was conceded by Kevlin Leerdam after a poor foul on 
Charlton Vincento. 
 
AZ Alkmaar climbed back to second place in the league with a 2-1 win at home against VVV Venlo.  Australian winger 
Brett Holman (who is moving to Aston Villa at the end of the season) got AZ in front just after half-time but Quin 
Kruysen equalised from close range just before the hour mark. American international Jozy Altidore restored the lead 
six minutes later with a well-placed header. 
 
Jan Vennegoor of Hesselink scored two minutes from time as PSV Eindhoven came from behind to beat NEC 
Nijmegen 2-1 and secure three points that keep them in the running for Champions League football next season. NEC 
took a shock lead after seven minutes when PSV goalkeeper Przemyslaw Tyton could only palm Lasse Schone's free-
kick back into the path of Navarone Foor, who was left with a simple headed finish. The visitors kept their frustrated 
hosts at bay until the 68th minute when Jetro Willems found the net after being teed up by Dries Mertens, and then 
with time running out substitute Vennegoor of Hesselink stabbed home from close range. 
 
Ajax recorded their eleveneth victory in a row when they defeated FC Groningen 2-0 on Sunday. The reigning 
champions dominated throughout, but failed to convert the majority of their chances. The in-form Derk Boerrigter 
(pictured below) found the breakthrough for Ajax on the stroke of halftime. A deflected effort from Siem De Jong fell 
to the feet of his compatriot yards from the line, and the winger did well to poke the ball past Da Silva. Ajax 
continued to search for a second, 
and it was substitute Kolbeinn 
Sigthórsson who sealed the win 
for the hosts. De Jong poorly 
latched on to a flick from Janssen, 
but the Icelandic forward was on 
hand to poke the ball past 
Luciano. De Jong should have 
made it three in added time, but 
Luciano pulled off a solid save to 
deny the Ajax top scorer. The 
victory sees Ajax reclaim their six-
point lead atop the table, with the 
Amsterdam outfit now needing 
just four points to retain their 
league crown. 
 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 20th April 2012 
NAC BREDA 0-3 RODA JC 

 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

HEERENVEEN 1-1 VITESSE 
DE GRAAFSCHAP 2-3 HERACLES 
RKC WAALWIJK 0-2 FC UTRECHT 

EXCELSIOR 0-1 FC TWENTE 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
ADO DEN HAAG 1-2 FEYENOORD 

AZ ALKMAAR 2-1 VVV VENLO 
PSV EINDHOVEN 2-1 NEC 
AJAX 2-0 FC GRONINGEN 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 AJAX 30 19 7 4 64 

2 AZ 30 17 7 6 58 

3 FEYENOORD 30 17 7 6 58 

4 FC TWENTE 30 16 9 5 57 

5 PSV 30 17 6 7 57 

6 HEERENEVEEN 30 16 9 5 57 

7 VITESSE 30 14 6 10 48 

8 RKC WAALWIJK 30 12 5 13 41 

9 RODA JC 30 13 2 15 41 

10 NEC 30 12 4 14 40 

11 HERACLES 30 10 7 13 37 

12 FC UTRECHT 30 9 9 12 36 

13 FC GRONINGEN 30 10 5 15 35 

14 ADO DEN HAAG 30 8 8 14 33 

15 NAC BREDA 30 8 7 15 31 

16 VVV VENLO 30 7 4 19 25 

17 DE GRAAFSCHAP 30 5 4 21 19 

18 EXCELSIOR 30 4 6 20 18 

 
 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Friday 27th April 2012 

FC GRONINGEN vs. DE GRAAFSCHAP 
 

Saturday 28th April 2012 
HERACLES vs. HEERENVEEN 

VITESSE vs. EXCELSIOR 
VVV VENLO vs. ADO DEN HAAG 

 
Sunday 29th April 2012 

RODA JC vs. PSV EINDHOVEN 
FC TWENTE vs. AJAX 

FEYENOORD vs. AZ ALKMAAR 
NEC vs. RKC WAALWIJK 
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PORTUGAL: LIGA ZON SAGRES 
Braga's hopes of clinching the Liga zon Sagres title are all but over after being held to a 1-1 draw 
by mid-table Pacos de Ferreira on Friday. Needing maximum points to keep pace with leading pair 
Porto and Benfica at the top of the table, Braga could only salvage a point in a spiteful clash in 
which three players were shown red cards. Braga midfielder Vinicius was sent off after just 22 
minutes after receiving a second yellow and the hosts took a shock lead five minutes later when 
Vitor found the back of the net. Pacos was reduced to nine men when Caetano - who turned 20 

on Friday - and Luisinho were dismissed either side of half-time, giving the visitors almost an entire half with a superior 
numerical advantage. They eventually scored the equaliser when Portuguese international Nuno Gomes scored on 80 
minutes. But with three matches remaining in the season, the draw leaves Braga with a mountain to climb if they want 
to snatch the title. 
 
Benfica thrashed fifth-placed Maritimo 4-1 at the Estadio da Luz in a solid performance. Spanish forward Nolito netted 
twice in the first 20 minutes for the hosts and although Guinea-Bissau attacker Sami responded for Maritimo just after 
half-time, Jorge Jesus' side confirmed the win soon after. Rodrigo and Bruno Cesar scored on 65

th
 and 69

th
 minutes 

respectively to wrap up the victory. 
 

Vitoria Guimaraes claimed an amazing 3-2 
win against Uniao De Leiria. All five goals 
came in the second half, with Uniao 
coming from behind to level the match 
twice. But Algerian Er-Arbi Hilal Soudani 
ensured Vitoria would win, grabbing his 
second goal of the game with just four 
minutes remaining. 
 
Brazilian striker Hulk (pictured right) hit 
the net twice and set up another goal to 
give FC Porto a 3-0 win over Beira Mar on 
Saturday night, to maintain a four-point 
lead at the top the Portuguese league 
with three games left. Hulk converted a 
penalty in the 33rd after Beira Mar's 
Ricardo Dias fouled Ionut Sapunaru in the 
area. The Brazilian striker then set up 
Marc Janko to extend the hosts' lead in 

the 51st before grabbing his brace three minutes later to ensure FC Porto remained unbeaten at home in the league 
this season. 
 
On Sunday, Rio Ave drew 0-0 away to Gil Vicente. 
 
Feirense jumped over Uniao Leiria at the bottom of the table after they defeated Vitoria Setubal 1-0 at home.  
 
Sporting Lisbon strengthened their case for a Europa League spot next season with a 3-2 over Nacional de Madeira on 
Sunday. Madeira came from two goals down to equalise before a penalty from Ricky van Wolfswinkel (pictured below) 
with 13 minutes to go finished them off. Sporting took the lead in the 12th minute thanks to a left-footed strike from 
Diego Rubio and then Renato Neto made it 2-0 just after the half hour mark. The Brazilian midfielder received the ball 
well outside the penalty area, took a touch and then unleashed a powerful shot into the bottom corner. But three 
minutes later Madeira got back 
into the match when Mateus 
controlled a cross from the right 
and thumped the ball into the top 
of the net. A cracking half-volley 
from Ladji Keita in the 74th minute 
gave the home side hope of 
earning a draw but a penalty from 
van Wolfswinkel, who was brought 
down by Madeira goalkeeper 
Marcelo Valverde, ensured victory 
for Sporting. The win means 
Sporting remain fourth with 53 
points and are almost certain of 
playing Europa League again next 
season. 
 
Academica remain on the edge of the Liga Sagres relegation zone after losing 1-0 at home to Olhanense on Monday. In 
a fiery match at the Estadio EFAPEL, midfielder Rui Duarte scored the only goal just past the hour mark, before 
Academica's Flavio was sent off minutes later for a second bookable offence. Academica had 61 percent of possession 
for the match and had 13 corners, but could not make their advantage count in the first half. 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 20th April 2012 
PACOS FERREIRA 1-1 SPORTING BRAGA 

 
Saturday 21st April 2012 
BENFICA 4-1 MARITIMO 

VITORIA GUIMARAES 3-2 UNAIO DE LEIRIA 
FC PORTO 3-0 BEIRA-MAR 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 

GIL VICENTE 0-0 RIO AVE 
FEIRENSE 1-0 VITORIA SETUBAL 

NACIONAL 2-3 SPORTING LISBON 
 

Monday 23rd April 2012 
ACADEMICA 0-1 OLHANENSE 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 FC PORTO 27 20 6 1 66 

2 BENFICA 27 19 5 2 62 

3 SPORTING BRAGA 27 18 5 4 59 

4 SPORTING LISBON 27 16 5 6 53 

5 MARITIMO 27 14 6 7 48 

6 V.  GUIMARAES 27 13 3 11 42 

7 NACIONAL 27 10 5 12 35 

8 OLHANENSE 27 7 11 9 32 

9 VITORIA SETUBAL 27 8 6 13 30 

10 PACOS DE FERREIRA 27 8 5 14 29 

11 GIL VICENTE 27 6 10 11 28 

12 RIO AVE 27 7 5 15 26 

13 BEIRA-MAR 27 7 5 15 26 

14 ACADEMICA 27 5 8 14 23 

15 FEIRENSE 27 4 9 14 21 

16 UNIAO LEIRIA 27 5 4 18 19 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Friday 27th April 2012 

SPORTING BRAGA vs. OLHANENSE 
 

Saturday 28th April 2012 
GIL VICENTE vs. VITORIA GUIMARAES 

MARITIMO vs. FC PORTO 
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
UNIAO DE LEIRIA vs. FEIRENSE 

VITORIA SETUBAL vs. NACIONAL 
BEIRA-MAR vs. PACOS DE FERREIRA 

RIO AVE vs. BENFICA 
 

Monday 30th April 2012 
SPORTING LISBON vs. ACADEMICA 
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RUSSIA: RUSSIAN FOOTBALL PREMIER LEAGUE 
Dinamo Moscow stunned city rivals CSKA 1-0 on Saturday, with Zvjezdan Misimovic's strike 
lifting the club to second in the table. Misimovic (pictured below with teammates) scored 
on 17 minutes after a period of incessant pressure on the visitors' goal. The Bosnian 
slipped the ball over the onrushing Igor Akinfeev after latching onto a long pass from 
Hungarian international winger Balasz Dszudszak, his fifth goal in seven games. It was 
CSKA's sixth successive game without a win, and the third in which they've failed to score.  

 
Zenit St. Petersburg were forced to keep the 
title celebrations on ice as they scored two 
goals in two minutes to rescue a 2-2 draw at 
Dan Petrescu’s Kuban Krasnodar. Roman 
Shirokov rifled a close range shot into the roof 
of the net to take a point on 80 minutes. 
Just beforehand, the talented Andrei Arshavin 
had pulled Zenit back into the game with a 
neat finish into the corner of goalkeeper 
Alexander Belenov's goal. It was an unlikely 
comeback from a double strike by Kuban's 
giant striker Lacina Traore.  Zenit are twelve 
points clear at the top with four games remaining so they only one more point in the remaining games to clinch 
the silverware. 
 
In the Relegation group, goals from penalties gave FC Volga a 2-0 win over nine-man Tom Tomsk, severely denting 
the Siberians' survival hopes. Volga midfielder Andrei Karyaka sent Tomsk goalkeeper Petr Vasek the wrong way 
after Gia Grigalava was upended in the box on 21 mintues. Shota Bibilov fired home the second penalty with 
three minutes to go. Tomsk defender Andrei Ivanov and midfielder Valery Klimov were sent off in the incident 
that led to the penalty, apparently for striking Volga's Romanian midfielder Mihaita Plesan. FC Volga move to 41 
points, all but guaranteeing safety from automatic qualification and, at the same time, practically assuring Tomsk, 
nine points back, of straight demotion. 
 
Earlier on Saturday, Amkar Perm defeated basement team Spartak Nalchik 1-0. Midfielder Vitaly Grishin lashed 
the ball into the roof of the net on 34 minutes after a Spartak captain Miodrag Dzudovic slipped, failing to clear a 
Georgi Peev free-kick. Spartak never seriously threatened Sergei Narubin's goal. 
 
On Sunday, Cameroon 
international striker Samuel 
Eto'o (pictured right) scored his 
first league goal since 
November to help Anzhi defeat 
Spartak Moscow 3-0. The 
Cameroonian put Anzhi ahead 
five minutes before the break, 
collecting a through pass from 
Odil Ahmedov and firing past 
Artem Rebrov in the Spartak 
goal. Substitute Shamil 
Lakhiyalov made it two on the 
hour, knocking the ball into an 
empty net after Rebrov lost an 
aerial duel with Anzhi striker Mbark Boussoufa. Pareja inadvertently scored a third ten minutes later, sidefooting 
into his own net from the edge of the box under pressure from three Anzhi players. 
 
Lokomotiv Moscow and Rubin Kazan played out a goalless draw in the Russian Premier League on Sunday, with 
Rubin in particular missing several chances to score. Rubin's Alexander Ryazantsev blazed over from eight yards 
out on 69 minutes in the clearest chance of the game. The result keeps Lokomotiv fifth, but brings them within 
one point of Moscow rivals CSKA in fourth. 
 
Defender Nikolai Markov's first-half goal gave FC Krasnodar a 1-0 victory over Terek Grozny in the Russian Premier 
League on Sunday. The Russian tucked the ball under Terek goalkeeper Soslan Dzhanaev for his first strike of the 
season on 28 minutes. The win puts Krasnodar on 53 points, but the southern team have nothing to play for at 
the top of the relegation group. It leaves Terek, however, flirting with the relegation playoff zone on 43 points. 

 
A double from Sergei 
Kornilenko (pictured left) 
including a last-minute 
penalty took Krylya 
Sovetov past FC Rostov 2-
1. The result brings Krylya 
up to 43 points, joint 
12th with Rostov but 
behind on games won. 
Striker Kornilenko 
opened the scoring after 
just three minutes, 
tucking the ball away 
unmarked in the penalty 
area. Krylya former 
Roman Adamov pounced 

on a rebound to head an equalizer on 20 minutes. Kornilenko scored the winner from the spot after Kornel Salata 
was adjudged to have upended him. 
 

 
RESULTS 

 
CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
DINAMO MOSCOW 1-0 CSKA MOSCOW 

KUBAN KRASNODAR 2-2 ZENIT ST. PETERSBURG 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
SPARTAK MOSCOW 0-3 ANZHI MAKHACHKALA 

LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 0-0 RUBIN KAZAN 
 

RELEGATION GROUP 
Saturday 21st April 2012 

AMKAR PERM 1-0 SPARTAK NALCHIK 
VOLGA 2-0 TOM TOMSK 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 

TEREK GROZNY 0-1 FK KRASNODAR 
KRYLYA SOVETOV 2-1 FK ROSTOV 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ZENIT 40 22 15 3 81 

2 DINAMO 40 20 9 11 69 

3 SPARTAK 40 19 11 10 68 

4 CSKA 40 17 15 8 66 

5 LOKOMOTIV 40 18 11 11 65 

6 ANZHI 40 17 12 11 63 

7 RUBIN KAZAN 40 16 15 9 63 

8 KUBAN KRASNODAR 40 15 12 13 57 

 
RELEGATION GROUP 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

9 FK KRASNODAR 40 15 11 14 56 

10 AMKAR PERM 40 13 11 16 50 

11 TEREK GROZNY 40 12 8 20 44 

12 FK ROSTOV 40 11 10 19 43 

13 KRYLYA SOVETOV 40 10 13 17 43 

14 VOLGA 40 12 5 23 41 

15 TOM TOMSK 40 7 11 22 32 

16 SPARTAK NALCHIK  40 7 9 24 30 

 
 

 
FIXTURES 

RELEGATION GROUP 
Friday 27th April 2012 

TOIM TOMSK vs. AMKAR PERM 
SPARTAK NALCHIK vs. KRYLYA SOVETOV 

FK KRASNODAR vs. VOLGA 
FK ROSTOV vs. TEREK GROZNY 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 
Saturday 28th April 2012 

ANZHI MAKHACHKALA vs. LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 
RUBIN KAZAN vs. KUBAN KRASNODAR 
CSKA MOSCOW vs. SPARTAK MOSCOW 

ZENIT ST. PETERSBURG vs. DINAMO MOSCOW 
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SCOTLAND: CLYDESDALE BANK PREMIER LEAGUE 
Troubled Rangers took a step towards clinching second place with convincing 3-0 victory 
against Scottish Cup finalists Heart of Midlothian. Sone Aluko's (pictured left) superbly 
struck free-kick gave Rangers the lead on 29 minutes. Andy Little was credited with the 
visitors' second six minutes 
later, although Hearts' Andy 
Webster appeared to get the 

final touch. Craig Beattie's penalty for Hearts 
cannoned off the bar before Little tapped home a late 
third and his second for Rangers. 
 
Two own goals provided Aberdeen a 2-0 victory away 
to Inverness CT in a North Scotland derby on Saturday. 
Just 48 seconds after the half-time break, Aberdeen 
took the lead in strange circumstances. Josh Magennis 
launched a throw-in into the centre of the six yards 
and Caley Thistle’s Roman Golobart’s header beat his 
own keeper Jonny Tuffey to get the small band of 
Dons fans on their feet. The second own goal came in the final minutes after Magennis tore away from Golobart. A 
tremendous surge from the full-back took him clean through on Tuffey, whose block smacked back off Kenny 
Gillet’s shins and into the net. It was a dismal end to a very poor game of football.  

 
Andy Kirk headed a late equaliser as Dunfermline came 
from two goals behind to boost their SPL survival 
chances in an eight-goal thriller at St Mirren Park. The 
Buddies’ Steven Thompson (pictured left) struck a hat-
trick (which was only St. Mirren’s second hat-trick in 
SPL history) to leave the Pars staring at another defeat, 
but Liam Buchanan's wonderful strike gave Dunfermline 
hope before Kirk converted two minutes from time to 
complete the comeback. Dunfermline had earlier 
fought back well from Nigel Hasselbaink's early opener 
when Jordan McMillan netted his first senior goal in 
some style. Thompson headed home either side of the 
interval to give Saints the first of their two-goal leads 
but David Graham kept Dunfermline in it before the late 
drama. 
 
Dundee United moved to within three points of third 
place with 2-0 victory over 10-man St Johnstone at 
McDiarmid Park. Scott Robertson (pictured right) 

steered home a low strike on 31 minutes, following an awful miss from Willo Flood. St Johnstone striker Francisco 
Sandaza was sent off for a retaliatory kick early in the second half. Dundee United were content to hit the counter 
attack, with a John Rankin strike settling the match in injury time. 
 
Tony Watt (pictured below), making his debut, when he came off the bench to fire two goals as Scottish Premier 
League champions Celtic dealt a blow to Motherwell's European ambitions. Pawel Brozek fired wide and had 
another effort saved while 'Well's Chris Humphrey was twice denied by Lukasz Zaluska during the first half.  Watt 
volleyed the visitors ahead on 63 minutes and quickly struck his second. Motherwell were unable to rally and Cha 
Du-Ri headed a third for Celtic seven minutes from the end. 

 
Scottish Cup finalists Hibernian failed to further 
distance themselves from relegation as they lost at 
home to Kilmarnock, whose win came from a Dean 
Shiels penalty. Honduran midfielder Jorge Claros 
brought down Killie's Liam Kelly as half-time 
approached and Shiels beat Mark Brown from the 
spot. 
 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
INVERNESS CT 0-2 ABERDEEN 

ST. MIRREN 4-4 DUNFERMILNE ATHLETIC 
ST. JOHNSTONE 0-2 DUNDEE UNITED 

HEARTS 0-3 RANGERS 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
MOTHERWELL 0-3 CELTIC 

HIBERNIAN 0-1 KILMARNOCK 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 CELTIC 33 26 3 4 81 

2 RANGERS 33 23 4 6 63 

3 MOTHERWELL 33 16 7 10 55 

4 ST. JOHNSTONE 33 14 8 11 50 

5 DUNDEE UTD 33 13 10 10 49 

6 HEARTS 33 14 6 13 48 

7 KILMARNOCK 33 8 13 12 37 

8 ABERDEEN 33 8 12 13 36 

9 ST. MIRREN 33 7 14 12 35 

10 INVERNESS CT 33 8 8 17 32 

11 HIBERNIAN 33 6 9 18 27 

12 DUNFERMLINE 33 4 8 21 20 

 
 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 28th April 2012 

DUNFERMLINE ATHLETIC vs. ABERDEEN 
KILMARNOCK vs. INVERNESS CT 

DUNDEE UNITED vs. HEARTS 
MOTHERWELL vs. ST. JOHNSTONE 

 
Sunday 29th April 2012 

ST. MIRREN vs. HIBERNIAN 
CELTIC vs. RANGERS 

 
 

 
ROSS COUNTY TRY ENTERTAIN THE SPL AT THEIR HOME 
Manager Derek Adams is optimistic newly-promoted Ross County will be playing Clydesdale Bank Premier League 
football at their Victoria Park home in Dingwall next season.  County have permission to ground share with Inverness at 
the Tulloch Caledonian Stadium but are aiming to instead upgrade Victoria Park ahead of the 2012/13 SPL season, and 
Adams said: "The diggers are already in." He told BBC Radio Five Live. "They've started work and we hope to have the 
stadium SPL compliant before the start of the season. I'm sure we will and I'm sure we'll be playing our first game at 
Victoria Park in the SPL." The former Highland League side, who were admitted to the Scottish Football League in 1994, 
will make their SPL debut next season but have already made their mark at the highest level by reaching the 2010 
Scottish Cup final, where they lost to Dundee United. "It's a truly marvellous journey that this football club is on," added 
Adams. Surviving in the SPL will be the priority for County, who hope to welcome SPL champions Celtic and Rangers to 
Dingwall next term. 
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SOUTH AMERICA 
 

COPA LIBERTADORES – Second Stage 
Argentine striker Matias Alustiza (pictured below) scored four goals as Deportivo Quito booked 
their place in the Copa Libertadores knockout stages with a 5-0 rout of Chivas. Quito dominated 
from the outset at Stadio Olimpico 
Atahualpa on Tuesday, taking the lead 
in the 18th minute when Alustiza 
hammered the ball emphatically into 

the top corner. The hosts continued to control the game and 
Alustiza extended their advantage 10 minutes later. Any 
hopes of a Chivas turnaround were extinguished when Jorge 
Enriquez was dismissed for a second yellow just before the 
hour mark, before Fidel Martinez compounded their misery 
when he headed home seven minutes later. There was still 
enough time for Alustiza to add two more to his tally before 
full-time as Quito finished second in Group 7.  
 
Also in Group 7, Top-placed Velez Sarsfield, suffered a surprising 3-1 defeat at home to Defensor Sporting. Defensor 
got off to a great start by taking the lead at Estadio Jose Amalfitani through a Nicolas Olivera goal. Velez pressed for 
an equaliser but were left exposed to the counter attack, and found themselves 2-0 down when Diego Martin 
Rodriguez extended Defensor's lead before half-time. Defensor refused to sit back on their lead and went further 
ahead when Matias Britos broke the offside trap and lifted the ball over German Montoya for a 3-0 advantage, 
before the hosts pulled one back in the 64th minute via a Federico Insua penalty. 
 
In Group 3, Union Espanola managed to qualify from top spot despite suffering a 2-1 defeat to 10-man Junior in 
Barranquilla. Espanola went ahead at Estadio Metropolitano after 13 minutes, with Emiliano Vecchio curling a free 
kick into goal. The lead was short-lived, however, as Sherman Cardenas converted a penalty to draw the sides level 
10 minutes later. Junior's Dominguez was dismissed in the 29th minute after handling the ball outside of his area, yet 
it did not stop the hosts from recording an upset win when Luis Paez converted the Colombian side's second penalty 
in the 35th minute. 
 
Bolivar romped to a 3-0 win over Universidad Catolica in La Paz, securing their place in the last 16. The game started 
at a frenetic pace and the Bolivians stormed ahead with just two minutes on the clock, with Pablo Frontini turning 
the ball home at the back post. The hosts were relentless in attack and continued to pepper the opposition goal with 
shots from distance, the pressure telling in the 27th minute as Walter Flores hammered an exquisite 35-yard strike 
into goal. Bolivar wrapped up the win four minutes after the restart, with Damian Lizio slotting home a looping volley 
from 20 yards. 

 
On Thursday, Fluminense edged 10-man Arsenal 2-1 away from home thanks to Rafael 
Moura's stoppage-time winner to make sure of top spot in Group 4 with 15 points. 
 
Boca Juniors, who were also already safely through, finished second in the group after 
a 2-0 win against Zamora, their fourth straight in the competition. Nicolas Blandi 
(pictured left) scored the opener with Juan Roman Riquelme adding the second in the 
74th minute. 
 
In Group 6, Corinthians completed a successful group stage campaign by hammering 
10-man Deportivo Tachira 6-0. The Brazilian giants were quickly on their way as Danilo 
headed in a Sheik free-kick on 17 minutes before Paulinho doubled the gap nine 
minutes later. The Venezuelan side's task got even harder on 36 minutes when 
defender Andres Rouga was sent-off for a tackle on Danilo. Corinthians took until the 

62nd minute to make the man advantage count, when Jorge Henrique netted, before they powered away. Emerson 
added a fourth on 70 minutes and two minutes later Liedson rode his luck to tap in after his initial penalty was saved 
by Tachira goalkeeper Roberts Rivas. Douglas sealed a fourth win for Corinthians with an 83rd-minute penalty. 
 
Also in Group 6, Mexican side Cruz Azul who had also already qualified before they thumped Paraguay's Nacional 4-1. 
The Mexican team took the lead in the 20th minute thanks to Javier Orozco and, even though Gustavo Cristaldo 
equalised on 43 minutes, Cruz Azul went into half-time 2-1 ahead after Maranhao scored seconds before the whistle. 
Omar Bravo and Edixon Perea scored after the break to ensure victory. 
 
Universidad de Chile defeated Atletico Nacional of Colombia 2-1 to finish first in Group 8 with 13 points. Atletico 
Nacional, which was yet to lose in this year's competition, along with Corinthians, advanced with 11 points. Striker 
Dorlan Pabon scored Atletico Nacional's lone goal to remain the Copa Libertadores' leading scorer with seven goals. 
 
Penarol of Uruguay beat Godoy Cruz of Argentina 4-2 at home, but both teams had already been eliminated from the 
competition. 
 
Santos needed two late goals to get the 2-0 home win against The Strongest at the Vila Belmiro stadium. Neymar set 
up the first with a left-flank cross that led to Alan Kardec's header in the 86th minute, then he fired a low shot from 
inside the area to seal the victory in the 88th after receiving a pass from striker Borges in front of the Bolivian 
defenders. 
 
Fellow Brazilian club Internacional finished second in the group to also advance to the round of 16. Internacional lost 
1-0 to Juan Aurich in Peru. 
 
In the round of 16 it will be: Fluminense vs. Internacional, Corinthians vs. Emelec, Santos vs. Bolivar, Universidad de 
Chile vs. Deportivo Quito, Libertad vs. Cruz Azul, Velez Sarsfield vs. Atletico Nacional, Lanus vs. Vasco, Union 
Espanola vs. Boca Juniors. 

 
RESULTS 

Wednesday 18th April 2012 
DEPORTIVO QUITA 5-0 GUADALAJARA 

VELEZ SARSFIELD 1-3 DEFENSOR SPORTING 
BOLIVAR 3-0 UNIVERSIDAD CATOLICA 

JUNIOR 2-1 UNION ESPANOLA 
 

Thursday 19th April 2012 
BOCA JUNIORS 2-0 ZAMORA 
ARSENAL 1-2 FLUMINENSE 

CORINTHIANS 6-0 DEPORTIVO TACHIRA 
CRUZ AZUL 4-1 NACIONAL ASUNCION 

 
Friday 20th April 2012 

UNIVERSIDAD CHILE 2-1 ATLETICO NACIONAL 
PENAROL 4-2 GODOY CRUZ 

SANTOS 2-0 THE STRONGEST 
JUAN AURICH 1-0 INTERNACIONAL 

 

FINAL GROUP TABLES 
 

GROUP 1 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 SANTOS 6 4 1 1 13 

2 INTERNACIONAL 6 2 2 2 8 

3 THE STRONGEST 6 2 1 3 7 

4 JUAN AURICH 6 2 0 4 6 

GROUP 2 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 LANUS 6 3 1 2 10 

2 EMELEC 6 3 0 3 9 

3 FLAMENGO 6 2 2 2 8 

4 OLIMPIA 6 2 1 3 7 

GROUP 3 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 UNION ESPANOLA 6 3 1 2 10 

2 BOLIVAR 6 3 1 2 10 

3 JUNIOR 6 2 1 3 7 

4 UN. CATOLICA 6 1 3 2 6 

GROUP 4 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 FLUMINENSE 6 5 0 1 15 

2 BOCA JUNIORS 6 4 1 1 13 

3 ARSENAL 6 2 0 4 6 

4 ZAMORA 6 0 1 5 1 

GROUP 5 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 LIBERTAD 6 4 1 1 13 

2 VASCO DE GAMA 6 4 1 1 13 

3 NACIONAL (URU) 6 2 0 4 6 

4 ALIANZA LIMA 6 1 0 5 3 

GROUP 6 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 CORINTHIANS 6 4 2 0 14 

2 CRUZ AZUL 6 3 2 1 11 

3 NACIONAL (PAR) 6 1 1 4 4 

4 DEPORTIVO TACHIRA 6 0 3 3 3 

GROUP 7 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 VELEZ SARSFIELD 6 4 0 2 12 

2 DEPORTIVO QUITO 6 3 1 2 10 

3 DEFENSOR 6 3 0 3 9 

4 GUADALAJARA 6 1 1 4 4 

GROUP 8 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 UNI. DE CHIL 6 4 1 1 13 

2 ATLETICO NACIONAL 6 3 2 1 11 

3 GODOY CRUZ 6 1 2 3 5 

4 PENAROL 6 1 1 4 4 
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ARGENTINA: PRIMERA DIVISION CLAUSURA 
Tigre moved level at the top of the Argentinian Clausura table with a 1-0 home win over Olimpo. 
Martin Galmarini scored the game's only goal on 40 minutes although Tigre had to hold onto its 
advantage with 10 men after Mariano Echeverria was sent off a minute later. Olimpo also lost a 
man late on, following Gabriel Diaz's 85th-minute dismissal. 
 
Colon moved up to sixth as Esteban Fuertes scored the only goal of their 1-0 win over Argentinos 

Juniors on 33 minutes. 
 
Velez Sarsfield missed the chance to go clear at the top after they were held to a goalless home draw by ten-man Lanus. 
The defending champions joined a four-way tie at the top after they failed to break down lowly Lanus, who had Mario 
Regueiro sent off on 81 minutes. 
 
Estudiantes slipped up 3-2 at Atletico Rafaela who grabbed control thanks to early goals from Oscar Carniello and 
Matias Fissore. Mauro Boselli pulled one back on the stroke of half-time but a 56th-minute Dario Gandin penalty gave 
Atletico the breathing space to allow Duvan Zapata to reply six minutes later. 
 
Racing Club beat nine-man San Martin San Juan 1-0 thanks to an 84th-minute goal from substitute Pablo Caballero. San 
Martin San Juan had Raul Saavedra sent off on 64 minutes and he was followed by Maximiliano Bustos a minute after 
the goal. 
 
All Boys moved up to fifth, two points adrift of Boca, with a 2-1 home win over Union Santa Fe. Early goals from 
Emanuel Perea after 7th minute and a 23rd minute Martin Zapata penalty set up the win despite Rodrigo Erramuspe 
pulling a goal back. 
 
Nicolas Tagliafico's last-minute equaliser earned Banfield a 1-1 draw with San Lorenzo, who had led when Carlos Bueno 
struck on 64 minutes. 
 
Godoy Cruz were held to a goalless draw by 10-man Independiente, who had Adrian Argacha dismissed six minutes 
from the end. 
 
Boca Juniors' place at the top of the Argentinian Clausura was under threat after they could only drew 1-1 at Belgrano 
Cordoba on Sunday. Boca needed a Walter Erviti leveller on 49 minutes to take a point, after Matias Gimenez (pictured 
below) opened the scoring on 23 minutes, to present Newell's Old Boys with the chance to take over that the top. 
 

 
 
However, Boca did remain top of Argentina's Clausura after a 1-1 draw between Newell's Old Boys and Arsenal Sarandi 
on Monday night. The home side, who would have joined Boca on 21 points with a win, took the lead in the 47th 
minute through Dario Benedetto. However, Newell's Old Boys, who started the game just a point behind the leaders, 
levelled 11 minutes into the second half through Victor Figueroa. The outcome proved a bullet dodged for Boca, after 
they could only drew 1-1 at Belgrano Cordoba 24 hours earlier, presenting Newell's Old Boys with the chance to take 
over that the top. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
TIGRE 1-0 OLIMPO 

COLON 1-0 ARGENTINOS JUNIORS 
ATLETICO RAFAELA 3-2 ESTUDIANTES 

VELEZ SARSFIELD 0-0 LANUS 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
RACING CLUB 1-0 SAN MARTIN SAN JUAN 

ALL BOYS 2-1 UNION SANTE FE 
BANFIELD 1-1 SAN LORENZO 

GODOY CRUZ 0-0 INDEPENDIENTE 
BELGRANO 1-1 BOCA JUNIORS 

 
Monday 23rd April 2012 

ARSENAL 1-1 NEWELL’S OLD BOYS 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 BOCA JUNIORS 11 6 3 2 21 

2 NEWELLS OLD BOYS 11 6 3 2 21 

3 TIGRE 11 6 2 3 20 

4 ARSENAL 11 5 4 2 19 

5 ALL BOYS 11 5 4 2 19 

6 VELEZ SARSFIELD 10 4 5 1 17 

7 COLON SANTE FE 11 4 5 2 17 

8 ESTUDIANTES 11 4 4 3 16 

9 BELGRANO 11 4 4 3 16 

10 UNION SANTE FE 11 3 5 2 15 

11 INDEPENDIENTE 11 4 2 5 14 

12 ATLETICO RAFAELA 11 4 1 6 13 

13 SAN LORENZO 11 3 4 4 13 

14 ARGENTINOS JRS 11 3 3 5 12 

15 RACING CLUB 11 3 3 5 12 

16 LANUS 11 3 2 6 11 

17 GODOY CRUZ 11 1 7 3 10 

18 BANFIELD 11 2 4 5 10 

19 SAN MARTIN 10 2 3 5 9 

20 OLIMPO 11 2 1 8 7 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Friday 27th April 2012 

ESTUDIANTES vs. VELEZ SARSFIELD 
 

Saturday 28th April 2012 
LANUS vs. RACING CLUB 

SAN MARTIN SAN JUAN vs. GODOY CRUZ 
NEWELLS OLD BOYS vs. ALL BOYS 

BOCA JUNIORS vs. COLON  
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
INDEPENDIENTE vs. BANFIELD 

ARGENTINOS JUNIORS vs. ATLETICO RAFAELA 
UNION SANTE FE vs. OLIMPO 
SAN LORENZO vs. ARSENAL 

 

COPA ARGENTINA – Round of 16 
Racing Club fans threw more than a dozen crutches on to the pitch during their Copa 
Argentina match in a graphic expression of their disgust at the team's form. The match 
officials helped remove the crutches during the Copa Argentina match against lower 

league side Sarmiento de Resistencia, a 2-0 win for Racing, in the northern city of Resistencia on Wednesday evening. 
Racing have been in dismal form in the first division Clausura championship and coach Alfio Basile resigned after last 
weekend's 4-1 derby defeat at Independiente. "The fans' reaction is logical in a country that experiences football (in the 
exaggerated) way we do here, but I hope they'll support us as they always have," Racing's new coach Luis Zubeldia told 
reporters. Media said it was not clear how fans had got away with taking a large number of crutches into the ground in 
Resistencia. The Avellaneda derby at Independiente ended with a controversial Racing changing room episode in which 
Colombia striker Teo Gutierrez, sent off 21 minutes from the end, pulled a paint-ball gun on angry team mates.Racing 
decided Gutierrez, sent off four times in 14 months, would not play for them again and have loaned him to fellow first 
division Lanus to strengthen their squad for the knockout phase of the Libertadores Cup. Racing are four from bottom 
of the Clausura standings with nine points from 10 games, 11 points behind joint leaders Boca Juniors and Newell's Old 
Boys. 

 
RESULTS 

Wednesday 18th April 2012 
RACING CLUB 2-0 SARMIENTO DE RESISTENCIA 

DEPORTIVO MERLO 2-1 SARMIENTO 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Wednesday 25th April 2012 

BARRACAS CENTRAL vs. SAN LORENZO 
OLIMPO vs. BOCA JUNIORS 

ROSARIO CENTRAL vs. BELGRANO 
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BRAZIL: CAMPEONATO PAULISTA A1 
Sao Paulo moved into the Paulista semi-finals in style with a 4-1 home win against Bragantino. 
Fernandinho got the opener after 19 minutes and when Luis Fabiano opened his account six 
minutes after the break, the match looked over. But Fabiano missed a penalty and then the 
visitors went down the other end and pulled a goal back through Junior Lopes. Bragantino's 
hopes were dashed quickly though as Fabiano made amends for his earlier miss with his second 
goal on 68 minutes. Substitute Osvaldo sealed the comfortable win with his effort nine minutes 

from time. 
 
Santos have a third successive Campeonato Paulista title in their sights after beating Mogi Mirim to reach the semi-
finals on Sunday. Defender Maranhao opened the scoring for hosts Santos in the 22nd minute at Estadio Urbano 
Caldeira. Brazil international Neymar doubled the led when he struck with 19 minutes remaining. Awaiting Santos in the 
last four are Sao Paulo, who defeated Bragantino 4-1 on Saturday. 
 
In Sunday's other quarter-finals, Ponte Preta sprung a surprise to beat Corinthians 3-2 away from home. Goals from 
Willian Magrao and Roger gave the visitors a 2-0 half-time lead. Willian pulled one back for Corinthians on 74 minutes, 
before Rodrigo Pimpao restored Ponte Preta's two-goal cushion with a minute remaining. Alex made it a nervous finish 
for the away side when he pulled another goal back for Corinthians in the 90th minute, but Ponte Preta held on to 
record an unexpected upset. 
 
They progress to a semi-final against Guarani, who staged a surprise of their own with a 3-2 win at home to Palmeiras. 
Jose Fumagalli and Fabinho Souza scored in the 50th and 52nd minutes respectively to give the hosts a 2-0 lead, with 
veteran Marcos Assuncao pulling one back for Palmeiras just 60 seconds later. Souza completed his brace and made it 
3-1 to Guarani in the 90th minute, before Henrique gave Palmeiras hope with an extra-time strike for the visitors. But 
the away side, led by Brazil's 2002 World Cup-winning coach Luis Felipe Scolari, were unable to avoid bowing out of the 
competition. 

 
The new Campeonato Brasileiro Série A season begins in May, keep an eye out for 
our full season preview here in World Football Weekly and on the website. 
 

 

 
RESULTS 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 

QUARTER-FINALS 
CORINTHIANS 2-3 PONTE PRETA 

GUARANI 3-2 PALMEIRAS 
SAO PAULO 4-1 BRAGANTINO 

SANTOS 2-0 MOGI MIRIM 
 
 

FINAL LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 CORINTHIANS 19 14 4 1 46 

2 SAO PAULO 19 13 4 2 43 

3 SANTOS 19 12 3 4 39 

4 GUARANI 19 11 3 5 36 

5 PALMEIRAS 19 10 6 3 36 

6 MOGI MIRIM 19 10 5 4 35 

7 BRAGANTINO 19 8 5 6 29 

8 PONTE PRETA 19 8 4 7 28 

9 MIRASSOL 19 6 7 6 25 

10 OESTE 19 6 7 6 25 

11 LINENSE 19 6 5 8 23 

12 SAO CAETANO 19 5 8 6 23 

13 PAULISTA 19 7 1 11 22 

14 ITUANO 19 5 5 9 20 

15 BOTAFOGO SP 19 6 1 12 19 

16 XV DE PIRACICABA 19 5 3 11 18 

17 PORTUGUESA 19 4 6 9 18 

18 GUARATINGUETA 19 4 3 12 15 

19 CATANDUVENSE 19 2 7 10 13 

20 COMERCIAL 19 3 3 13 12 

 
 

 

  



 
 

22 
 

NORTH AMERICA 
CONCACAF CHAMPIONS LEAGUE – Final 1st Leg 
Monterrey stamped an early advantage on the final thanks to a 2-0 home win over Santos Laguna. Chilean 
international striker Humberto Suazo (pictured below) scored both in the second half, after picking up a 
booking which will rule him out of the second leg. The first half ended scoreless. The best chances were a 
Suazo free kick blasted straight at Oswaldo Sanchez and a Darwin Quintero breakaway that he ill-advisedly 
tried to square rather than shoot. Herculez Gomez, making his first appearance since the CCL semifinal win 
over Toronto FC, eagerly snatched at any half-chance, but never stressed Rayados goalkeeper Jonathan 

Orozco. Towering Santos defender 
Felipe Baloy also picked up a yellow, 
meaning he'll miss the second leg as 
well.  Early in the second half, 
Humberto Suazo lunged studs-first 
into Sanchez, but somehow avoided a 
second caution. The Chilean made 
Santos rue that lax decision a few 
minute later. Aldo de Nigris cut in 
from the right and pulled the ball back 
to the top of the box, where Suazo 
finished with some aplomb. Perhaps 
eager to influence the tie as much as 
possible while still able, Suazo added 
a glorious second as full time 
approached. The 30-year-old barreled 
through the entire Santos defense 
and slotted between Sanchez's legs to 
cap a brilliant individual run and 
overall performance. 

 
RESULTS 

Thursday 19th April 2012 
MONTERREY 2-0 SANTOS LAGUNA 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Thursday 26th April 2012 

SANTOS LAGUNA vs. MONTERREY 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

MEXICO: 1a DIVISION FIRST STAGE CLAUSURA 
Atlante's hopes of reaching the Mexican Clausura final series were ended with a 1-1 draw 
at second-placed Morelia. Jose Fonseca gave Atlante a 56th-minute lead but their slim 
hopes of progressing were ended when Huiqui Andrade levelled in injury time.  
 
Cruz Azul boosted their hopes of making the finals series with a 5-2 win over last-placed 
Estudiantes Tecos. Gerardo Flores opened the scoring on 33 minutes before a Juan Carlos 

Leano own goal in the 43rd minute. Edixon Perea added a double on 62nd and 73rd minutes before Tecos finally 
replied via a Jair Pereira 78th-minute own goal. Israel Castro got a fifth for Cruz Azul on 84th minutes before 
Eduardo Lillingston rounded out the scoring. 
 
Toluca battled back from two goals down to draw 2-2 at 10-men Queretaro. The hosts were seemingly in control 
after first-half goals from Israel Martinez and Mitchel Oviedo but an Ivan Alonso second-half double drew Toluca 
level before Martinez's 67th-minute dismissal. 
 
Monterrey stayed fourth with a 1-1 draw at home to Pachuca. Humberto Suazo snatched a share of the spoils with 
a 90th-minute equaliser after Daniel Arreola's 15th-minute opener. 
 
Santos Laguna moved top of the Clausura table with a 3-0 win over Tigres. Quickfire first-half goals from Rodolfo 
Salinas and Carlos Quintero sent Santos on their way before Juan Rodriguez sealed the win with a 66th-minute 
penalty to lift them above their rivals. 
 
Flavio Santos struck a 48th-minute winner as Atlas won 1-0 at Guadalajara, who had Kristian Alvarez sent off in 
injury time.  
 
Tijuana won 1-0 at San Luis thanks to Duvier Riascos' 74th-minute goal. 
 
Jaguares stayed in contention for the finals series with a 3-0 win at Unam Pumas. Half-time substitute Franco 
Arizala scored either side of a 
Jackson Martinez (pictured 
right) strike to grab a much-
needed win. The Chiapanecos 
victory puts a hold on three 
passes to the playoffs, and 
increases their possible role as 
spoiler. The victory keeps 
Jaguares at 24 points, the same 
as Cruz Azul who sits in the 
eighth and final playoff spot 
ahead on goal differential.  
While it would appear that 
these two are the ones fighting 
for a spot, mathematically, Pachuca and Tijuana can still be eliminated. 
 
Club America striker Christian Benitez's late penalty snatched a 3-2 win against Puebla to move them second in 
the Mexican Clausura table. The visitors had to come from behind to grab their win after Luis Garcia and 
DaMarcus Beasley fired Puebla ahead after Daniel Montenegro's sixth-minute opener. A Gonzalo Pineda own goal 
on 49 minutes drew them level before Benitez won it. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
MORELIA 1-1 ATLANTE 

CRUZ AZUL 5-2 ESTUDIANTES TECOS 
QUERETARO 2-2 TOLUCA 

MONTERREY 1-1 PACHUCA 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
SANTOS LAGUNA 3-0 TIGRES UANL 

GUADALAJARA 0-1 ATLAS 
SAN LUIS 0-1 TIJUANA 

PUMAS UNAM 0-3 JAGUARES 
PUEBLA 2-3 AMERICA 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 SANTOS LAGUNA 16 10 3 3 33 

2 CLUB AMERICA 16 9 4 3 31 

3 MONARCAS 16 9 4 3 31 

4 TIGRES 16 9 4 3 31 

5 MONTERREY 16 8 5 3 29 

6 TIJUANA 16 7 6 3 27 

7 PACHUCA 16 6 7 3 25 

8 CRUZ AZUL 16 6 6 4 24 

9 JAGUARES 16 7 3 6 24 

10 ATLAS 16 4 8 4 20 

11 TOLUCA 16 5 4 7 19 

12 PUEBLA 16 4 4 8 16 

13 ATLANTE 16 4 4 8 16 

14 PUMAS UNAM 16 3 6 7 15 

15 GUADALAJARA 16 4 3 9 15 

16 SAN LUIS 16 3 3 10 12 

17 QUERETARO 16 2 5 9 11 

18 TECOS UAG 16 2 5 9 11 
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UNITED STATES: MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
Aurelien Collin and Kei Kamara scored to help Sporting Kansas City win its seventh straight 
to start the season with a 3-1 victory over the Vancouver Whitecaps on Wednesday night. 
Collin finished on a corner in the 24th minute, Vancouver's Martin Bonjour headed into his 
own net in the 51st minute and Kamara scored in the 65th minute. Frenchman Sebastien 
Le Toux got a consolation in the 80th minute. It was only the second goal that Kansas City 
has conceded this season. 

 
Montreal Impact took its first point on the road in its inaugural season in Major Soccer League, battling D.C. 
United to a 1-1 draw before a crowd of 10,135 at RFK Stadium in Washington on Wednesday night. Impact’S 
Italian striker Bernardo Corradi opened the scoring in the 68th minute, heading the ball into the bottom left 
corner of the net passed surprised United goalkeeper Joe Willis. The Italian converted a long cross from the right 
wing by midfielder Lamar Neagle, who came off the bench three minutes earlier to replace starting forward Sanna 
Nyassi. It was Corradi’s second goal of the season and came a minute after he came within inches of scoring on a 
sliding right-footed attempt when he was set up on the left side by Montreal captain Davy Arnaud. DC United got 
the equalizer in the 72nd minute when second-half substitute forward Maicon Santos left-footed a long shot from 
well outside the penalty area that eluded Jamaican goalkeeper Donovan Ricketts as he dove to his left. 
 
Toronto FC are still without a win this season after succumbing a 2-1 lead in a 3-2 defeat at home to Chicago Fire. 
Patrick Nyarko, Dominic Oduro and Gonzalo Segares scored for Chicago. Reggie Lambe scored both Toronto goals. 
 
Brian Ching scored a 81st minute leveller to give the Houston Dynamo a 2-2 draw against the Columbus Crew on 
Saturday night. Ching took a pass from the right side by Will Bruin, who had the Dynamo's first goal in the 59th 
minute, and slotted the ball past goalkeeper Andy Gruenebaum. Eddie Gaven scored twice for Columbus to share 
the points. 
 
A strike by Landon Donovan and an own goal from Marvell Wynne gave the LA Galaxy 2-1 win over the Colorado 
Rapids. Despite a sizzling Omar Cummings consolation and a injury time penalty, the Galaxy held on to earn their 
first away victory of 2012. After 20 minutes David Beckham deceptively angled a free kick into the box, where an 
unmarked Mike Magee headed back across goal. Rapids defender Marvell Wynne tipped the ball past his own 
goalkeeper to open the scoring. Donovan doubled the lead before half time. The Galaxy worked the ball forward 
from deep in their own half through Magee and Beckham. They found the U.S. international, who sped up the play 
and linked the ball to Robbie Keane. Donovan continued his run, and Keane returned the pass, leaving Donovan to 
slot past Matt Pickens with his left foot. Cummings halved the deficit after an hour. He rode the challenge from 
David Junior Lopes and smashed a rising left-footed blast from outside the box but Galaxy held on for the victory. 
 
Vancouver Whitecaps ended a 
two-game losing streak 
Saturday by scoring early and 
hanging on late for a 1-0 win 
over FC Dallas. Camilo Sanvezzo 
(pictured left) gave the 
Whitecaps the only goal of the 
game in the 11th minute when 
he took a pass from South 
Korean international Young-
Pyo Lee, weaved through Dallas 
defenders from the right side 
of the box and blasted a left-
footed strike that beat Dallas 
goalkeeper Chris Seitz inside 
the far post. 
 
Sporting Kansas City lost for the 
first time this season on Saturday, going down 1-0 at Portland Timbers. An own-goal from Chance Myers five 
minutes before half-time at Jeld-Wen Field sealed the contest in Portland's favour. Kansas remain top of the 
Eastern Conference, with seven wins from eight matches played. It was just Portland's second victory from seven 
attempts, and they remain bottom of the Western Conference. 
 
Philadelphia Union also went down to nine men in their match away to Chivas USA, following the dismissal of 
Keon Daniel and Gabriel Farfan. But unlike RSL, they escaped with a 1-0 victory and all three points courtesy of 
Freddy Adu's 39th-minute strike. 
 
Elsewhere, San Jose Earthquakes struck twice in extra-time to defeat nine-man Real Salt Lake 3-1. Visitors RSL 
went a man down when Fabian Espindola saw red on 28 minutes, and they fell a goal behind after Khari 
Stephenson opened the scoring for San Jose two minutes into first-half extra-time. RSL levelled through Kyle 
Beckerman on 53 minutes, but their task became considerably harder when Jamison Olave was given his marching 
orders with 21 minutes to go. It was left for Simon Dawkins and Chris Wondolowski to finally make the man 
advantage count, sealing victory for San Jose in time added on. 
 
Chris Pontius scored three goals as D.C. United won big to leapfrog arch rival New York and claim second place in 
the East. D.C. United had little trouble with the visiting Red Bulls, breaching a poor back line four times on the way 
to the win. The home side got off to a great start just eight minutes in when Pontius robbed the ball from Thierry 
Henry near midfield, rode off the challenge of Markus Holgersson, and fired a shot home from the top of the box. 
Pontius grabbed his second of the night in the 32nd minute thanks to great work from Maicon Santos. The 
Brazilian bullied his way through three Red Bulls defenders before his cross was deflected and fell kindly to 
Pontius, who had the simplest of tap ins on the goal line. United made it three just two minutes later after Victor 
Palsson slipped and deflected the ball into the box for Dwayne De Rosario, who held off Connor Lade and squared 
to Nick DeLeon, who applied the finish from inside the box. Pontius completed his hat trick in some style in the 
69th minute, torching the porous Red Bulls' defence by dribbling straight through the middle before dispatching 
past an onrushing Ryan Meara. Henry grabbed a consolation for the visitors a couple minutes later, curling in a 
great free kick from 20 yards out. 

 
RESULTS 

Thursday 19th April 2012 
VANCOUVER WHITECAPS 1-3 SPORTING KANSAS CITY 

DC UNITED 1-1 MONTREAL IMPACT 
 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
TORONTO FC 2-3 CHICAGO FIRE 

 
Sunday 22nd April 2012 

COLUMBUS CREW 2-2 HOUSTON DYNAMO 
COLORADO RAPIDS 1-2 LA GALAXY 

VANCOUVER WHITECAPS 1-0 FC DALLAS 
PORTLAND TIMBERS 1-0 SPORTING KANSAS CITY 

CHIVAS USA 0-1 PHILADELPHIA UNION 
SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES 3-1 REAL SALT LAKE 

DC UNITED 4-1 NEW YORK RED BULLS 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 KANSAS CITY 8 7 0 1 21 

2 DC UNITED 8 3 3 2 12 

3 NEW YORK 7 3 1 3 10 

4 CHICAGO 5 2 2 1 8 

5 HOUSTON 5 2 2 1 8 

6 PHILADELPHIA 6 2 1 3 7 

7 COLUMBUS 6 2 1 3 7 

8 NEW ENGLAND 6 2 0 4 6 

9 MONTREAL 8 1 2 5 5 

10 TORONTO 6 0 0 6 0 

 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 SAN JOSE 7 8 1 1 16 

2 REAL SALT LAKE 8 5 0 3 15 

3 VANCOUVER 7 3 2 2 11 

4 SEATTLE 5 3 1 1 10 

5 DALLAS 7 3 1 3 10 

6 LA GALAXY 6 3 0 3 9 

7 CHIVAS USA 7 3 0 4 9 

8 COLORADO 7 3 0 4 9 

9 PORTLAND 7 2 1 4 7 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Thursday 26th April 2012 

FC DALLAS vs. REAL SALT LAKE 
 

Saturday 28th April 2012 
MONTREAL IMPACT vs. PORTLAND TIMBERS 

NEW YORK RED BULLS vs. NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION 
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
PHILADELPHIA UNION vs. SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES 

DC UNITED vs. HOUSTON DYNAMO 
COLUMBUS CREW vs. VANCOUVER WHITECAPS 

CHICAGO FIRE vs. SEATTLE SOUNDERS 
REAL SALT LAKE vs. TORONTO FC 

COLORADO RAPIDS vs. CHIVAS USA 
LOS ANGELES GALAXY vs. FC DALLAS 
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ASIA 

AFC CHAMPIONS LEAGUE – Group Stage 
Guangzhou Evergrande moved to the top of AFC Champions League Group H with a 3-1 win 
over Kashiwa Reysol on Tuesday. Luiz Muriqui was the match-winner for the reigning Chinese 
Super League champions, winning a dubious first-half penalty and scoring twice after half-time. 
After 28 minutes, the Brazilian striker ran onto the ball ahead of Hirofumi Watanabe who 
dragged him down just outside the area but surprisingly the referee pointed to the spot and 
Dario Conca slotted the penalty. In the 50th minute, the visitors hit back when Hiroki Sakai 

thumped the ball home after a corner. Muriqui made the difference, however, heading home Zhao Xuri's cross seven 
minutes later and then sealing the win with six minutes left. The 25-year-old passed the ball to his compatriot Cleo and 
then made a driving run through the middle to get it back, finishing the move with a fine strike. 
 
Jeonbuk Motors are second in the group thanks to their 3-2 victory against Thai club Buriram United. The visitors took 
the lead in incredible fashion in the 20th minute when Cameroonian attacker Frank Ohandza seemingly crossed from 
the right only for the ball to fly in off the far post. But Jeonbuk hit back promptly when Dong-Gook Lee brilliantly 
chipped Buriram's goalkeeper in the 25th minute and the home side took the lead two minutes later when Dong-Gook 
thumped home a volley. Ohandza scored again in 10 minutes into the second half to give the Thai club some hope but 
some bad defending from Buriram allowed Won-Jae Park to score the winner from a corner. 
 
In Brisbane, Ulsan scored a penalty in the 73rd minute to triumph 2-1 over the home side, while Tokyo thumped Beijing  
Guoan 3-0.  
 
Al Gharafa's Anas Mubarak scored a late goal from long range to earn his side a 1-1 draw against Persepolis. 
 
In Riyadh, Al Hilal came from behind to defeat Al Shabab 2-1 thanks to two goals to Moroccan striker Youssef El-Arabi. 
 
In other ACL results on Tuesday, Pakhtakor survived a red card to Oybek Kilichev in the 75th minute to win 1-0 on the 
road against Al Arabi, while Bani Yas played out a 0-0 draw with Al Ittihad.  
 
On Wednesday, Seongnam Ilhwa moved top of AFC Champions League Group G on Wednesday with a 5-0 thumping of 
the Central Coast Mariners. The opening goal came after Kim Sung-Hwan capitalised on a loose ball in the middle park 
following a sloppy pass from Oliver Bozanic. Kim passed to Brazilian Heverton, who cut inside before laying off to Lee 
Chang-Hoon who calmly finished past Matt Ryan into the bottom corner in the 39th minute. Four minutes later and the 
hosts went 2-0 up with Everton Santos expertly finishing on the volley following a header from strike partner Vladimir 
Jovancic. In the 70th minute, Kim Sung-Hwan made the points safe with the goal of the night. The 25-year-old fired an 
unstoppable volley from close to the touch line after being superbly played in by Heverton. Seongnam finished off 
Central Coast's miserable night with a penalty from Santos and a tap-in from Jovancic. 
 
The reigning J.League champions Nagoya Grampus were held to a 0-0 draw by China's Tianjin Teda. 
 
In Group F, a late header from Bruce Djite clinched victory for Adelaide United as they defeated Pohang Steelers 1-0. 
Adelaide sparked huge celebrations from the home crowd in the 89th minute when Iain Ramsay brilliantly lifted the ball 
over Pohang's defence to release Cassio, who volleyed a cross which Djite managed to head home. 
 
Bunyodkor moved into second in Group F with a 3-2 triumph over Gamba Osaka. After Kamoliddin Murzoev scored the 
opener after 15 minutes and Gamba's Shu Kurata equalised, Bunyodkor went into the break in front thanks to Lutfulla 
Turayev's looping header in the 43rd minute. Anvarjon Soliev looked to have killed off Gamba with Bunyodkor's third 
goal five minutes from the end, but an injury time goal from Hiroyuki Abi ensured a tense finish. 
 
Qatari club Al Rayyan won 1-0 away to Uzbekistan's Nasaf thanks to a booming free kick from Rodrigo Tabata, which 
flew in from over 35 metres out. 
 
Al Jazira fought back to secure a 1-1 draw with Esteghlal, while substitute Bakari Kone scored in injury time to steal a 
vital 1-0 victory for Lekhwiya against Sepahan. 

 
RESULTS 

Tuesday 17th April 2012 
BANI YAS 0-0 AL ITTIHAD 
AL ARABI 0-1 PAKHTAKOR 

PERSEPOLIS 1-1 AL GHARAFA 
AL HILAL 2-1 AL SHABAB 

BRISBANE ROAR 1-2 ULSAN 
FC TOKYO 3-0 BEIJING GUOAN 

JEAONBUK MOTORS 3-2 BURIRAM UNITED 
GUANGZHOU EVERGRANDE 3-2 KASHIWA REYSOL 

 
Wednesday 18th April 2012 

NASAF 0-1 AL RAYYAN 
AL JAZIRA 1-1 ESTEGHLAL 
LEKHWIYA 0-0 SEPAHAN 

AL AHLI 0-0 AL NASR 
ADELAIDE UNITED 1-0 POHANG STEELERS 

BUNYODKOR 3-2 GAMBA OSAKA 
NAGOYA GRAMPUS 0-0 TIANJIN TEDA 

SEONGNAM 5-0 CENTRAL COAST MARINERS 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Tuesday 1st May 2012 
AL NASR vs. SEPAHAN 
AL AHLI vs. LEKHWIYA 

PERSEPOLIS vs. AL HILAL 
AL GHARAFA vs. AL SHABAB 

CENTRAL COAST MARINERS vs. TIANJIN TEDA 
SEONGNAM vs. NAGOYA GRAMPUS 

KASHIWA REYSOL vs. BURIRAM UNITED 
GUANGZHOU EVERGRANDE vs. JEONBUK MOTORS 

 
Wednesday 2nd May 2012 
ESTEHGLAL vs. AL RAYYAN 

AL JAZIRA vs. NASAF 
PAKTAKOR vs. AL ITTIHAD 

AL ARABI vs. BANI YAS 
ADELAIDE UNITED vs. BUNYODKOR 

POHANG STEELERS vs. GAMBA OSAKA 
FC TOKYO vs. BRISBANE ROAR 

BEIJING GUOAN vs. ULSAN 

 
AUSTRALIA: A-LEAGUE Grand Final  
Brisbane Roar captured their second consecutive A-League title with a dramatic 2-1 comeback 
win over Perth Glory on Sunday. Underdogs Glory led from the 51st minute to the 84th at 
Suncorp Stadium, before the competition's top-scorer Besart Berisha headed the equaliser with 
six minutes to go. The match appeared set for extra-time, only for referee Jarred Gillett to 
award the home side a penalty in the final seconds of injury time. Berisha slalomed his way into 

the Glory penalty and appeared to be tripped while taking a 
shot on goal in the 95th minute. The Perth players 
remonstrated furiously, with replays showing no contact had 
been made on the Albanian front man. But they were 
powerless to stop Berisha hammering home the spot kick to 
claim a brace and win the match in dramatic and 
controversial fashion. A-League Referee of the Year Gillett 
may well emerge as the villain after mistaking Berisha's loss 
of balance for an infringement by the Glory defence during 
the controversial conclusion. 
 

 

 
RESULTS 

Sunday 22nd April 2012  
A-LEAGUE GRAND FINAL 

BRISBANE ROAR 2-1 PERTH GLORY 
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CHINA: SUPER LEAGUE 
Shandong Luneng upset leaders Guangzhou R&F 2-1 on Saturday in the Chinese Super 
League to pull clear of the bottom two. Lebanese midfielder Roda Antar opened the 
scoring for Shandong and they were up 2-0 within the half hour thanks to Brazilian Gilberto 
Macena's finish. Leaders R&F hit back seven minutes from time through striker Zhang Yuan 
but could not prevent a second defeat of the season. 
 

Henan Jianye secured their third win of the season, against Qingdao Jonoon, with L.N.d Macedo's lone goal on 66 
minutes. 
 
Shanghai Shenhua defeated bottom side Dalian Shide 1-0 through Feng Renliang's 80th-minute winner. The three 
points take Shenhua to seventh. 
 
Guangzhou Evergrande moved back to the summit of the Chinese Super League with a 4-0 hammering of 
Changchun Yatai on Sunday. Argentine Dario Conca bagged a brace for Evergrande with goals either side of strikes 
from Cleo and Brazilian Muriqui. 
 
Undefeated Jiangsu Shuntian had moved provisionally to the top of the table after a hard-fought 1-0 win away to 
Shanghai Shenxin, but now sit second.  
 
Guizhou Renhe surrendered a two-goal lead to draw 2-2 with Dalian Aerbin at home. 
 
Zlatan Muslimovic put Renhe 2-0 up in the first half before former Middlesbrough midfielder Fabio Rochemback 
and Peter Utaka's stoppage-time goal made it 2-2 for Aerbin. 
 
Liaoning Whowin and Beijing Guoan could not be separated in a goalless draw as the latter missed the chance to 
move into the top three. 
 
Tianjin Teda notched their third win over the campaign with a 2-0 result over lowly Hangzhou. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
DALIAN SHIDE 0-1 SHANGHAI SHENHUA 
HENAN JIANYE 1-0 QINGDAO JONOON 

SHANDONG LUNENG 2-1 GUANGZHOU R&F 
 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 
GUIZHOU RENHE 2-2 DALIAN AERBIN 

SHANGHAI SHENXIN 0-1 JIANGSU SHUNTIAN 
LIAONING WHOWIN 0-0 BEIJING GUOAN 

TIANJIN TEDA 2-0 HANGZHOU 
GUANGZHOU EVERGRANDE 4-0 CHANGCHUN YATAI 

 

FIXTURES 

Friday 27th April 2012 
TIANJIN TEDA vs. GUANGZHOU EVERGRANDE 

BEIJING GUOAN vs. SHANGHAI SHENXIN 
 

Saturday 28th April 2012 
DALIAN AERBIN vs. CHANGCHUN YATAI 

GUANGZHOU R&F vs. LIAONING WHOWIN 
HANGZHOU vs. DALIAN SHIDE 

JIANGSU SHUNTIAN vs. HENAN JIANYE 
SHANGHAI SHENHUA vs. SHANDONG LUNENG 

 
Sunday 29th April 2012 

QINGDAO JONOON vs. GUIZHOU RENHE 

  
JAPAN: J-LEAGUE 1 
Vegalta Sendai extended their unbeaten run in the J.League to seven games with a 
comprehensive 4-0 victory over Tokyo on Saturday. Sendai opened up a five-point gap at 
the top of the league following chasing Nagoya Grampus' 1-1 draw at Sanfrecce Hiroshima. 
Shingo Akamine opened the scoring three minutes into first-half stoppage time with his 
fourth goal of the season before late goals from Kunimitsu Sekiguchi, Yoshiaki Ota and Jiro 
Kamata wrapped up the win. 

 
Ryota Moriwaki rescued a point for 
Sanfrecce deep into stoppage time 
after Marcus Tulio Tanaka had put 
Nagoya ahead. 
 
Jubilo Iwata moved ahead of 
Sanfrecce into third with a 1-0 win at 
home to Yokohama F. Marinos. 
 
Consadole Sapporo suffered their 
sixth defeat in seven games after 
surrendering a two-goal lead at home 
to Kawasaki Frontale in a 3-2 loss. Koji 
Yamase piled misery on Sapporo with 
the winner two minutes from time. 
 
Bo-Kyung Kim scored a brace and his 
fifth goal of the season but could not 
stop the Kashima Antlers coming from 
behind to defeat his Cerezo Osaka 3-
2. 
 
Sagan Tosu moved up to fifth with a 1-0 win at home to Albirex Niigata while Omiya Ardija defeated Urawa Reds 2-
0 in other results. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 21st April 2012 
CONSADOLE SAPPORO 2-3 KAWASAKI FRONTALE 

JUBILO IWATA 1-0 YOKOHAMA F. MARINOS 
VISSEL KOBE 3-1 KASHIWA REYSOL 

SANFRECCE HIROSHIMA 1-1 NAGOYA GRAMPUS 
KASHIMA ANTLERS 3-2 CEREZO OSAKA 

SAGAN TOSU 1-0 ALBIREX NIGATA 
OMIYA ARDIJA 2-0 URAWA REDS 
VEGALTA SENDAI 4-0 FC TOKYO 

GAMBA OSAKA 3-1 SHIMIZU S-PULSE 
 
 

FIXTURES 

Saturday 28th April 2012 
FC TOKOY vs. SHIMIZU S-PULSE 

NAGOYA GRAMPUS vs. URAWA REDS 
KASHIWA REYSOL vs. SAGAN TOSU 

KAWASAKI FRONTALE vs. SANFREECE HIROSHIMA 
KASHIMA ANTLERS vs. GAMBA OSAKA 

OMIYA ARDIJA vs. CONSADOLE SAPPORO 
YOKOHAMA F. MARINOS vs. VISSEL KOBE 

ALBIREX NIIGATA vs. VEGALTA SENDAI 
CEREZO OSAKA vs. JUBILO IWATA 

 

 

AFRICA 
COMING SOON 
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DEDĖ 

Club: Vasco da Gama (BRA) 
Position(s): Central Defender 
Age: 23 
Height:  6ft 3ins (193cm) 
International Apps: 2 
International Goals: 0 
 

 

 STRENGTHS 
+ Due to massive frame, Dedé is massively strong, not many will 

overpower him in a challenge 

+ Fantastic in the air, due to his height and strength 

+ His ability to read the game and anticipate pressure is excellent 

+ He keeps substantially calm when faced against tricky opposition 

WEAKNESSES 
- Does not possess a lot of pace 

 

PLAYER PROFILE 
Dedé (Anderson Vital de Silva) was born on the 1st of July 1988 in the city of Volte 
Redonda in Rio de Janiero. 
 
He started his football career as a youth player at Rio small club, Aliança in July 
2002. While starring for them, his hometown club Volta Redonda spotted his talent 
and he signed for them in late 2005. Dedé made his debut in the senior team for 
Volta in the 2008 Rio de Janeiro State Championship. Vasco da Gama showed 
interest in and in 2009 he was loaned out to Vasco with a buy-out clause included. 
Dedé won his first title, the 2009 Campeonato Brasileirão Serie B, regardless of not 
starting many games. 
 
Vasco sealed a permanent deal for Dedé in October 2010 (contract runs through to 
2014) after he became the defensive backbone of Vasco, and he was one of the fan 
favourites and heavily cheered the Vasco supporters. In the same year, Dedé won 
the award of best centre back in the Brasileirão. In 2011, formed a solid defensive 
duo with Anderson Martins that won the 2011 Copa do Brasil, with both players 
elected as the best central defenders of the 2011 Campeonato Carioca. 
 
Dedé made his first two appearances for the Seleção in the August 2011’s friendly 
double-header with Argentina. News outlets in Rio describe Dedé as Brazil's biggest 
star after Neymar, and he further enhanced his reputation in February’s Taca 
Guanabara semi-final against Flamengo, when a man-marking job on Vagner Love 
was seen as crucial to his side's 2-1 win. Fluminense manager Abel Braga was 
impressed, 'Dedé is absurdly talented and will certainly be one of Brazil's centre-
backs at the 2014 World Cup, I cannot believe a player comes up against Vagner 
Love in six or seven one-on-ones and wins the ball every time. 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

  
FIRST TEAM STATS (as of press time) 

 

CLUB SEASON APPS GOALS 

Volta Redonda (Campeonato Carioca) 2009 11 2 

Vasco da Gama (Brasileirão Serie B) 2009 5 0 

Vasco da Gama (Brasileirão Serie A) 2010 39 1 

Vasco da Gama (Brasileirão Serie A) 2011 56 12 

Vasco da Gama (Brasileirão Serie A) 2012 9 0 

 

 
 

WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY  
We asked some Brazilian football experts on what were their thoughts of Dedé, here’s what they had to say... 
Dedé is a pretty complete defender, as he is tall and 

strong, but at the same time is also reasonably fast. 

He has a good sense of anticipation and positioning, 

and marks well too. He lacks technique though, and 

can have lapses of concentration, making silly 

mistakes from time to time; Dedé has though 

overcome his early career tendency to make too 

many fouls. He will certainly become a regular 

national team player and once he leaves Vasco to 

play abroad, I expect his reputation to increase a lot 

abroad too. I think he'll end up in Italy. 

PAULO FREITAS (@Cynegeticus) 
www.ojogobonito.net 

Dedé’s rapid progression has seen him emerge as 
probably the best central defender in South America 
– an opinion shared by Neymar, who singled him out 
as the toughest opponent he’s faced. Strong and 
athletic, he towers over the opposition and possesses 
a reading of the game that rarely sees him need to 
go to ground; Dedé seems not only to dispossess the 
opposition but rather win possession for his team, 
often emerging from tackle with the ball at his feet. 
Most impressive, however, is his continual signs of 
development. He made a slow start at Vasco and if 
not for an injury crisis the club would have cut him 
loose in 2010. He grabbed the opportunity with both 

hands and hasn’t looked back, with the 
overwhelming majority of Brazilian football fans 
having him alongside Thiago Silva in the eleven they 
want to see contest World Cup in 2014. 

RUPERT FRYER (@Rupert_Fryer) 
www.southamericanfootball.co.uk 

 

Excellent player, easily the best centre-back in Brazil 

at the moment. Strong in the air, powerful, marshals 

defence well. I imagine he'll be playing at Champions 

League level within the next two years, and should 

head to the World Cup. 

 JACK LANG (@Snap_Kaka_Pop) 
www.snapkakapop.blogspot.co.uk 

 

Log onto www.WORLDFOOTBALLWEEKLY.wordpress.com to see video clips of Vasco da Gama’s Dede in action 



 
 

27 
 

  
 

Ally Poole takes a big bite out of some of World Football’s overweight superstars... 
 

#2 – ANDRE SANTOS 
Gut, Goals and Gays 

Defending is never really the strong point of defenders from Brazil and André 
Santos certainly fits this stereotype… 
 Renowned for his attacking rather than defending despite being a left 
back André Santos has already played in 3 continents since he made his 
professional debut in 2004. The bulky left back started his career at Brazilian club 
Figueirense where he came through the youth system.  He stayed there until 
2007 but Santos had loan spells at Flamengo and Atlético Mineiro. At Mineiro 
Santos scored an outstanding 17 goals in 28 matches in Brazil’s second tier, a 
record any striker would be proud of.  
 The start to his career was promising and perennial bullshitter Pele 
said that he saw Santos as the next Roberto Carlos in 2003. This wasn’t the curse 
of death on big Santos’ career. Although he seemingly has not lived up to those 
expectations his career has progressed steadily. 
 André joined Corinthians in 2008 and this move proved vital to his 
career; it saw him converted to an (attacking) left back. At Corinthians the left 
back won 3 trophies including the Copa do Brasil. 
 July 2009 saw a move to the Asian side of Istanbul with Turkish giants 
Fenerbahçe snapping the Brazilian up for a fee of €9 million. Amazingly then 26 
year old Santos took the place of one Roberto Carlos in the Turkish outfit’s team.  
In Arsene’s Wenger’s spending spree following the Gunners’ thrashing at Old 
Trafford the North London side splashed out £6.2 million on Santos in August of 
last year. At the time some Fenerbahçe fans questioned his loyalty but Santos 
replied by saying “I love the country, Istanbul and Turkish people. I can come 
back here at the latter stages of my career. I was happy at Fenerbahçe but I did 
right thing for my career.” 
 Famous Arsenal fan and tweeter Gareth Parker (@GarethDParker on 
twitter) took some time out of his busy schedule to give us these great thoughts 
on Santos at the Gunners:  
 “André Clarindo dos Santos, or André Santos to his friends and those 
pressed for time, is a big-boned Brazilian currently playing for Arsenal. He is every 
inch the classical Brazilian footballer, and by that I mean that there are a lot of 
inches.   
 When I heard that Arsenal were signing this left back from 
Fenerbahçe I went straight to YouTube for the obligatory ‘scouting’ mission. I 
watched over 15 minutes of his highlights. There was not one tackle. Not one.  
 My fears were confirmed when I heard that he had been given the 
number 11 shirt. I am a traditional man, I like my full backs to wear 2 and 3, my 
wingers 7 and 11, and my women to be in the kitchen.   
 It wasn’t until 17 September 2011 that I got to have my first look at 
our new “left back” when he made his full debut against Blackburn Rovers. He 
was at fault for all four of Blackburn’s goals. He looked more like a portly kitchen 
porter than a professional footballer. But a kitchen porter with a delicious touch. 
 Over the next few weeks I watched him play his way into form and 
something approaching fitness. He started to shed some of the pounds, and even 
went as far as occasionally tracking back after a foray forwards. He also showed 
us a new form of tackling, a high-risk, head-on, ball-stealing technique.  If 
successful it means he is already on the front foot. It is not always successful. 
 His Arsenal career to date can be summed up by his performance at 
Stamford Bridge. Occasionally shaky, technically brilliant, regularly out of 
position and always available in the final third. Such as when he appeared in the 
left wing position to calmly slot in his team’s second goal.  

Just as he appeared 
to be cementing his 
place in an 
improving Arsenal 
team he suffered 
an ankle injury 

against 
Olympiacos, and 
wasn’t seen again 
for three months. 
My fears that he’d 
spend his 

rehabilitation time in Nando’s were unfounded as a surprisingly trim Santos 
returned to duty. He still has an awkward gait, his shorts are still necessarily XL 
and he still defends in his own inimitable way… but he does it with such style. 
 To paraphrase the man himself, he’s a verry good player gays! “ 
 
 Recently Mr Santos has 

recovered from his ankle injury and 

is starting to regain his place in the 

team, although he will face stiff 

competition from similarly attack 

minded left back Kieran Gibbs. 

 These two graphics on 

the right (Courtesy of FourFourTwo 

and Opta) show just how influential 

Santos can be for Arsenal due to 

their willingness to spread it to the 

left back and his willingness to get 

forward. I for one hope he can gain 

a regular place mainly because of 

his size and overwhelming 

reluctance to track back.  

 Santos has earned 22 

caps for Brazil and despite stiff 

competition from Marcelo and 

Michel Bastos he played 9 games 

for Brazil last year under manager 

Mano Menezes. The prospect of 

seeing play at his home World Cup 

is an amusing one is not an exciting 

one.  

 He does need to work on his English but Santos definitely looks like 

he could well start to nail down a place in the Arsenal team if he can stay injury 

free, especially in a league where defences can’t really defend that well. 

 

 
  

Ally Poole 

Website: www.footballfatties.tumblr.com 
Twitter - @AllyJPoole & @FootballFatties 
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SPOTLIGHT ON FC BASEL 
 

FC Basel.... (Almost) Champions 
Tumultuous season continues for Swiss Super League. 
 The fallout from Sion’s fielding of ineligible players early this season 
sparked more incredible scenes this weekend.  FC Basle, 13 points clear in the 
league with 5 games to go, travelled to Sion and recorded a 3-0 win, 
mathematically sealing the title in the process.  However, the Basel players 
refused to celebrate the win as legal procedures rumble on. 
 

 
 Luzern, Basel’s closest rivals for the title, are awaiting the results of 
a tribunal in which they hope to be awarded a win over Sion.  The teams met in 
September and drew 1-1, but Luzern maintain that because Sion fielded 
ineligible players in that game the result should be overturned in their favour. 
Basel now know that a single point from their remaining games will be enough 
to retain the title, whether Luzern are awarded the 2 extra points or not.  In a 
statement before this weekend’s fixture the club made their position clear 
“Basel will only celebrate our 15th title if Luzern cannot catch up...  That means 
that the title cannot be guaranteed with absolute certainty with a win,” The 
club went on to clarify “there will be no celebration”. 
 
 

 
 Sion were punished for fielding players who had been obtained 
during a transfer ban.  They were deducted 36 points and subsequently thrown 
out of the Europa League.  The case is now being heard by the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport.  Sion currently have 13 points in the league – had they 
not been deducted any points they would be sitting in 2nd with 49 points, 13 
shy of the leaders. 
 

  
 The confusion over Basel’s championship challenge is just the latest 
case in a hugely disruptive season in Switzerland.  The league announced on 
Monday that its tougher stance on clubs’ finances and infrastructure had 
resulted in two of it’s biggest clubs being refused a license for next season. 
 FC Zurich and Young Boys – with 23 domestic titles between them – 
will not be allowed to compete in the Super League next year.  The league 
stated that all club budgets have been examined in excruciating detail to 
ensure all conditions are met.  The clubs have 5 working days to post an appeal. 
 League officials want to avoid the problems seen earlier this season, 
when 17 times champions Servette filed for bankruptcy, just 2 months after 
Neuchatel Xamax had their license removed.  The Geneva club face a desperate 
attempt to raise funds to keep the club afloat, while Xamax paid the price for 
owner Bulat Chagaev failing to provide legitimate proof of his finances.  Neither 
club will be competing in the top flight when the new season kicks off. 
 

  
 Despite all of this unrest, Basel have enjoyed a successful season.  In 
December they recorded a historic 2-1 victory over Manchester United – a 
result which sent the English giants tumbling into the Europa League for the 
first time.  Basel followed this up with a 1-0 home leg win over Bayern Munich, 
before taking a seven goal battering in Bavaria.  Should they manage to gain 
the single point needed to clinch this season’s title it will be their 7th in just 11 
years. 
 

Andrew Davidson 
Twitter @El_Andrew_Uno 

 
 

If you would like to comment on this article please contact Andrew on Twitter @El_Andrew_Uno.  Give him a follow. 
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A SPECIAL THANKS 
This week’s  could not been produced without  
the help and information of the following people.  Visit their blogs, sites and 
follow them on Twitter. 
 
Paulo Freitas (Twitter @Cynegeticus/www.ojogobonito.net) 
Rupert Fryer (Twitter @Rupert_Fryer/www.southamericanfootball.co.uk) 
Jack Lang (Twitter @Snap_Kaka_Pop/www.snapkakapop.blogspot.co.uk) 
Chris Atkins (Twitter @Chris_Elastico/www.theelastico.com) 
Ally Poole (Twitter – @FootballFatties/www.FootballFatties.tumblr.com) 
Andrew Davidson (Twitter - @El_Andrew_Uno) 
Andrew Waite (Twitter - @TerryWaite) 
Gareth Parker (Twitter - @GarethDParker) 
Charlie Dingwall 

 
And finally, of course... you guys, the readers.   
 
Thanks for the support and see you next week! 
Will 

 
CHARLIE’S DOUBLE 
A new feature, every week Charlie Dingwall sets you two teasers 
 

1. Who was the first player to appear in the Champions League having 
been born after 25 November 1992, the date UEFA changed the format of 
its premier club competition from European Cup to Champions League? 
 
And... 
 

2. Who is the only player to score in six different senior club competitions 
(three domestic competitions, European competition, UEFA Super Cup 
and FIFA Club World Cup) in one season? 
 

Answers revealed next week... 
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