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PREVIEW ISSUE FIVE – 2ND MAY 2012 
 

 

  ADIOS PEP 
PEP GUARDIOLA TO LEAVE BARCELONA 

AT END OF THE SEASON, ASSISTANT 

TITO VILANOVA TAKES THE HOT-SEAT 
 Barcelona coach Pep Guardiola said on 

Friday afternoon that he will leave the club at 

the end of the current season and bring to a 

close a four-year reign of exceptional success. 

Guardiola declared during a press conference at 

Camp Nou that he did not have the energy 

levels anymore to maintain the job that has 

such high demand. He will be replaced by his 

current assistant, Tito Vilanova. 

 "Four years is an eternity for a coach of 

Barcelona, four years wear you down and that's 

the fundamental reason.” Guardiola said “The 

person who will occupy my place will give 

something that I cannot, because being here for 

four years is hard, the demands are very high 

and you have to be very strong. When I started 

out I thought I could achieve everything and 

that's what I want to get back."  

 Already known as Barcelona's most 

successful manager, Guardiola can add a 14th 

trophy when his team plays Athletic Bilbao in 

the final of the Copa del Rey on May 25th in his 

last game. 

 Guardiola’s statement came just six 

days after a loss to Real Madrid that virtually 

ended Barcelona's run of three straight La Liga 

titles and three days after Barcelona were 

defeated by Chelsea in the semi-final of the 

Champions League. 

 He stated the decision was made in 

December but chose to wait until the team's 

chase for major trophies was out of the way to 

announce the decision. In last two February’s he 

had extended his rolling one-year contract but 

his decision not to do so this time led to 

ongoing speculation. 
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MESSI STATS 
 

* Swansea City, Liverpool, Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo have all scored 43 goals in their leagues this season. 
* Messi's 18 goals in his last 12 league appearances for Barcelona: 4 - 1 - 2 - 1 - 3 - 1 - 1 - 2 - 1 - 2 - 0 - 2 
* 65 plus goals for top flight European club in a single season: G. Müller 67 (72/73) - F. Deak 66 (45/46) – L. MESSI 2011-12, G. Zsengellér 65 (38/39) 
* Messi has scored 104 goals in his last 100 official matches for Barcelona. 
* Messi has scored 131 goals in 133 league games for Barcelona under coach Pep Guardiola 
* Top goalscorers in home games this Liga season: Messi 28 goals - Cristiano Ronaldo 22 - Benzema 18 - Falcao 15 
* Messi has scored an incredible 72 goals this season: 67 for Barca (65 competitive, 2 friendly) & 5 for Argentina 
* Messi record for Barcelona since Pep Guardiola became coach of the club: 215 official games, 203 goals. 
* Goal scoring record Barca under Pep Guardiola in La Liga: 105 in 2008-09 | 98 in 2009-10 | 95 in 2010-11 | 104 in 2011-12 
 
 
 

Brought to you by our friends at www.messistats.com. Follow them on twitter @messistats 
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WORLD FOOTBALL THIS WEEK 
 

HEADLINES 
 

GUARDIOLA LEAVES BARCA 
 

CONTINUED FROM COVER 

"I'm very sorry for all of the uncertainty I created over this 
time over my future. Maybe that was an error of mine," 
Guardiola added. "I didn't mean to create this kind of mood." 

 Many current Barcelona players attended the press conference, 
Carles Puyol, Xavi Hernandez, Victor Valdes, Cesc Fabregas, Sergio Busquets and 
Pedro Rodriguez all supported their current boss. Three-time world player of the 
year Lionel Messi, the player that Guardiola had built his team around, was 
absent. 
 "Leo is with us now," Guardiola said. "All the players are here with me. 
I don't remember any single title, rather the emotion I shared with my players. 
You do everything for the trophy, but you take away the feeling." Messi later 
commented that he was too emotional to attend the news conference of the 
coach that had helped him become the club's career scoring leader. 
 Messi wrote on his Facebook page, "I want to thank Pep with all my 
heart for everything he has given me personally and professionally. Due to the 
emotion I am feeling, I preferred not to be present at Pep's press conference and 
instead far from the media, above all because I know that they would look for the 
player's faces and that is something I decided not to show." 
 So far, Guardiola has led Barcelona to thirteen trophies since 
replacing Dutchman Frank Rijkaard at the beginning of the 2008-09 season, to 
better other Dutch great Johan Cruyff as the European powerhouse's most 
successful coach in its 113-year history. 
 Under Guardiola, Barcelona doubled its number of UEFA Champions 
League trophies with wins in 2009 and 2011, claimed three straight La Liga titles, 
won two FIFA Club World Cups, two UEFA European Super Cups, three Spanish 
Super Cups and one Copa del Rey. His record is an unbelievable 175 wins, 21 
defeats and 46 draws, a 618-178 goal difference and a staggering 72% win rate.  

Guardiola's rivalry 
with Madrid’s 
Portuguese coach 
Jose Mourinho has 
also been one of the 
most dramatic La 
Liga story lines since 
the Mourinho’s 
arrival at Madrid in 
2010. Their once 
seemingly normal 
relationship as 
former Barcelona 

colleagues escalated into animosity with each of the eleven ‘El Clasicos’ played 
between the teams during the past two seasons. 
 His replacement with be his current assistant, Francesc ‘Tito’ 
Vilanova. He has been Guardiola's right-hand-man since the pair took over 
Barcelona B in 2007-08, earning the team promotion to the Segunda Division 
(Spanish football’s second tier). Guardiola gave his replacement a vote of 
confidence: "I think the club is right (on Tito). He is more than qualified, and the 
players know him. He will change very little of what we do, and he will give a lot 
to the players and club," Guardiola said. "I can't fool myself that I have the same 
energy as before." 
 The 42-year-old Vilanova, a Barca youth-team product, was a 
journeyman pro who barely touched Spain’s top flight. Also, a man with no 
actual experience as a head coach. It may seem to the majority of people in 
football as an odd decision but not to sporting director and former Barcelona 
goalkeeper Andoni Zubizarreta. He said that the club had no hesitation in 
promoting from within by appointing Vilanova, as they did with Guardiola. 

"We've always said that if the team needs players, we look at home first," he 
said. "Who do we have here at home? Tito. He represents the game, the analysis, 
the preparation. He puts the extra hour into preparation. He has the capacity and 
the personality to be here because we know him. So we decided to look inside our 
house and it was easy.'' 
 Guardiola did not reveal his plans for the future except for saying he 
would like to return to coaching again sooner rather than later. Specifically, 
Guardiola denied having had contact with Chelsea. ''No. It would be disrespectful 
to the club. I haven't met with anyone,'' he said. ''Now I need to rest and look at 
it from outside. Life will take me where it wants to go.'' 
 

 

THE COACHING HISTORY OF PEP 
 

December 2005: After a coaching course in Spain, joins Mexican side Dorados de Sinaloa 
but only plays until March before returning to finish the course. 
 
July 2006: Becomes a qualified football coach. 
 
November 2006: Announces his playing retirement. 
 
July 2007: Named Barcelona B head coach. 
 
June 2008: Named as head coach of Barcelona, to replace Frank Rijkaard. 
 
2nd May 2009: Guides Barca to massive 6-2 away victory over Real Madrid. 
 
13th May 2009: Barcelona defeat Athletic Bilbao 4-1 to win the Copa del Rey. Guardiola’s 
first silverware as coach. 
 
16th May 2009: Real Madrid's defeat at Villarreal secures Barcelona a first league title 
since 2006. 
 
27th May 2009: Barca beat Manchester United 2-0 in Champions League final to become 
the first Spanish club to complete the treble. 
 
August 2009: Guardiola adds more silverware to the Camp Nou cabinets when Barca win 
UEFA Super Cup with a 1-0 victory over Shakhtar Donetsk and the Spanish Supercopa 
with 5-1 aggregate win over Athletic Bilbao. 
 
19

th
 December 2009: Barca claim their sixth trophy of the year with a 2-1 win over 

Estudiantes in the FIFA World Club Championships. 
 
10th April 2010: Becomes the first manager in Barcelona's history to beat Real Madrid 
four times in a row in El Clasico. 
 
May 2010: Steers Barca to 20th La Liga title with a European record of 99 points. 
 
29th November 2010: Leads Barca to a famous 5-0 Clasico victory over Jose Mourinho's 
Real Madrid. 
 
2nd May 2011: Guides Barca to their second Champions League final in three years, 
beating Real Madrid over two-legged semi. 
 
May 2011: Leads Barca to third straight La Liga title, secured with two games to spare by 
1-1 draw at Levante. 
 
August 2011: Leads Barcelona to victories in the Spanish Supercopa and UEFA Super 
Cup. 
 
18

th
 December 2011: Barca beat Santos 4-0 to win the FIFA World Club Championships 

again. 
 
21st April 2012: Barca lose 2-1 at home to Real Madrid - a result which puts Mourinho's 
men seven points clear in La Liga title race with just four games remaining. 
 
24

th
 April 2012: Barca only manage a 2-2 draw at home to Chelsea in the second leg of 

their Champions League semi-final, meaning they go out 3-2 on aggregate. 
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HODGSON FOR ENGLAND  
Roy Hodgson was appointed as England soccer 

manager today, six weeks before the team opens its 

European Championship campaign against France. 

 The 64-year-old Englishman was hired on a four-

year contract following discussions with a Football Association panel that 

included Chairman David Bernstein and general secretary Alex Horne. The former 

Switzerland national manager replaces Fabio Capello, who quit in February after 

disagreeing with the F.A.’s decision to remove the captaincy from John Terry. The 

F.A. said Hodgson, who’s coached clubs including Inter Milan and Liverpool as 

well as the U.A.E. and Finland, was the only person approached. It said in the 

statement that he’d won eight league titles in a “distinguished career.” 

 The F.A. stated “Along with his vast experience of international and 

European football, Hodgson is the only English manager currently working in the 

top flight to have won the League Managers’ Association manager of the year 

award.” 

 Hodgson’s current Premier League club, West Bromwich Albion, gave him permission on April 29 to speak with the F.A. about the England job. Following four 

hours of talks yesterday Hodgson concluded discussions today. He’ll oversee West Brom’s final two matches of the league season and then join England, although his 

club contract ends June 30. 

 Stuart Pearce, England’s under-21 manager, has overseen the national team’s training and an exhibition match since Capello’s departure. England has warm-

up matches against Norway on May 26th and Belgium a week later before taking on France on June 11th in the first of three Euro 2012 group games. It then plays Sweden 

and tournament co-host Ukraine. 

 Hodgson’s tenure at Liverpool lasted only six months before he was fired in January 2011. He said the fans there never accepted him and he’d not accept 

another job if supporters and media didn’t back him. Spurs manager Redknapp was the candidate pushed by British press and former coaches, who expressed support 

for picking an English manager.  

 “I’m never shocked by things in football,” David Davies, the F.A.’s former executive director, said “I thought, as did most people, Harry was the favourite. But 

the favourite don’t always get chosen. If I was Harry would I be upset? Yes I would.” 

 Hodgson is the latest manager hired by England as the nation attempts to win its first major trophy since the 1966 World Cup, which it hosted. England failed 

to make the last European Championship in 2008 and was eliminated in the second round of the World Cup in 2010 following a 4-1 loss to Germany. 

 Even after its poor tournament record, England is still fourth favourite with bookmaker William Hill to win the European Championship, behind Spain, 

Germany and the Netherlands. Hodgson took over West Brom in February 2011, taking the team out of relegation trouble last season and established it as a mid-table 

Premier League club this year. He was named Manager of the Year after taking Fulham to the Europa League final in 2010. 

  

 

PODOLSKI SIGNS FOR ARSENAL 
Arsenal yesterday confirmed their first signing of the 

summer, German forward Lukas Podolski from 

Cologne. The 26-year-old striker will be in place at 

the Emirates for next season, with Arsenal paying 

around £11m for him. 

 "We are delighted to secure the deal for Lukas Podolski and see 

him as an important part of our future," the Arsenal manager, Arsène 

Wenger, said last night. "He is a top-class player, a very good finisher and a 

proven performer at club and international level. He is a very strong player 

and will provide us with good attacking options. We are happy to have made 

this signing early and we're looking forward to watching Lukas contribute at 

the European Championship over the summer, a level where he has already 

made 95 caps at the age of 26 – a phenomenal record [which] just shows his 

quality as a player." 

 Podolski was delighted at the chance to play in England. With 

Arsenal, he should play Champions League football again next year too. 

 "I'm so happy to be joining Arsenal Football Club and to play in the 

Premier League," said Podolski, who discussed a possible move with his 

Germany team-mate Per Mertesacker. "Arsenal is one of the top clubs in 

Europe with a huge history. There are many top-quality players at Arsenal and 

the style of football which the team plays is fantastic. I'm proud to become an 

Arsenal player and am looking forward to playing my first match at Emirates 

Stadium and doing my best for all the Arsenal fans." 
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OLYMPIC GAMES DRAW 
Wembley was the venue for last Tuesday’s Olympic Football draw which 
handed Stuart Pearce’s Team Great Britain clashes against Uruguay, 
Senegal and United Arab Emirates as they were placed in Group A.   
 The South American team in the group Uruguay, are ranked third in 

the latest FIFA World Rankings and the reigning Copa American champions, and could prove to be 
Team GB’s toughest task. Although, the top two from each group will progress to the knockout stages 
of the tournament. 
 Uruguay could field a team including Liverpool striker Luis Suarez, Inter Milan's Diego 
Forlan and Napoli's Edinson Cavani, should they be selected as the three over-age players for the 
Under-23s tournament. Uruguay's squad will be made up mostly of the team that played in the South 
American U-20 Championships in 2011, when they were runners-up to Brazil. 
 Senegal could both potentially call on some star players like Newcastle United strike duo 
Demba Ba and Papiss Cisse so they could be considered a major threat to Team GB qualification also. 
 Favourites for the tournament, Brazil were handed an easier set of teams to play on Group 
C.  They face minnows from Oceania, New Zealand – European qualifiers Belarus and African 
contingent Egypt. 
 World Cup holders Spain faces Asian qualifiers Japan, CONCACAF contenders Honduras 
and East African competitors, Morocco in Group D. 
 
 

GROUP A 
Great Britain 
Senegal 
UAE 
Uruguay 

GROUP B 
Mexico 
Korea Rep 
Gabon 
Switzerland 

GROUP C 
Brazil 
Egypt 
Belarus 
New Zealand 

GROUP D 
Spain 
Japan 
Honduras 
Morocco 

 
 

Look out in July for our special Olympic supplement... 

 

FIXTURES 
Thursday, July 26

th
 

Group D 
Spain v Japan (Hampden Park, Glasgow - 1100) 

Honduras v Morocco (Hampden Park, Glasgow - 1345) 
Group B 

Mexico v South Korea (St. James Park, Newcastle - 1330) 
Gabon v Switzerland (St. James Park, Newcastle - 1615) 

Group A 
United Arab Emirates v Uruguay (Old Trafford, Manchester - 1600) 

Great Britain v Senegal (Old Trafford, Manchester - 1845) 
Group C 

Brazil v Egypt (Millennium Stadium, Cardiff - 1845) 
Belarus v New Zealand (City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry - 1845) 

 
Sunday, July 29th 

Group C 
Brazil v Belarus (Old Trafford, Manchester – 1100) 

Egypt v New Zealand (Old Trafford, Manchester – 1345) 
Group B 

Mexico v Gabon (City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry - 1330) 
South Korea v Switzerland (City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry - 1615) 

Group A 
Senegal v Uruguay (Wembley Stadium, London – 1600) 

Britain v United Arab Emirates (Wembley Stadium, London – 1845) 
Group D 

Spain v Honduras (St. James Park, Newcastle - 1600) 
Japan v Morocco (St. James Park, Newcastle - 1845) 

 
Wednesday, August 1

st
 

Group C 
Brazil v New Zealand (St. James Park, Newcastle - 1330) 

Egypt v Belarus (Hampden Park, Glasgow - 1330) 
Group D 

Spain v Morocco (Old Trafford, Manchester – 1600) 
Japan v Honduras (City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry - 1600) 

Group B 
Mexico v Switzerland (Millennium Stadium, Cardiff – 1600) 
South Korea v Gabon (Wembley Stadium, London – 1600) 

Group A 
Senegal v United Arab Emirates (City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry - 

1845) 
Britain v Uruguay (Millennium Stadium, Cardiff – 1845) 

- - 
The top two teams from each group along with the two best 

third place teams qualify for the quarter-finals 
- - 

Quarter-finals 
Saturday, August 4th 

25: First Group D v Second Group C (Old Trafford, Manchester – 1100) 
26: First Group B v Second Group A (Wembley Stadium, London – 1330) 
27: First Group C v Second Group D (St. James Park, Newcastle - 1600) 

28: First Group A v Second Group B (Millennium Stadium, Cardiff – 1830) 
 

Semi-finals 
Tuesday, August 7th 

Winner match 26 v Winner match 25 (Wembley Stadium, London – 
1800) 

Winner match 28 v Winner match 27 (Old Trafford, Manchester – 1845) 
Third-place playoff 

Friday, August 10
th

 at (Millennium Stadium, Cardiff – 1845) 
Final 

Saturday, August 11th at (Wembley Stadium, London – 1400) 
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THE WEEKLY SHORTS 

 

FEYENOORD ADMITS KUYT DEFEAT 

Feyenoord’s sporting director Martin van Geel said Dirk 
Kuyt is unlikely to leave Liverpool at the end of the season. 
The Rotterdam side have earmarked the attacker as the 
perfect replacement for Swedish on-loan star John 
Guidetti, who is expected to return to Manchester City this 
summer. Van Geel admitted, however, that financial issues 
complicate matters. "Dirk would fit in really well here, and 
we would love to see him return this summer. However, 
our chances of re-signing him this summer are very slim," 
Van Geel told Eredivisie Live. "Even if we manage to 
qualify for the Champions League, that will not increase 
our budget for new players. We don't include income from 
European games in our budget, so we can't afford any big 
expenses." Kuyt, now 31-years-old, has also been linked 
with clubs such as Roma and Hamburg in the past few 
months. 

 

BAYERN PLAY DOWN PLAYERS RIFT 

Bayern Munich have remained tight-lipped over a 
reported fight between Franck Ribery and Arjen 
Robben. An argument is said to have taken place during 
Bayern's 2-1 victory at home to Real Madrid in the 
teams' Champions League semi-final first leg, with 
Robben apparently instructing Ribery to let Toni Kroos 
take a free-kick in first-half injury time. The row then 
reportedly escalated, with Sport Bild claiming Ribery 
and Robben became involved in a verbal row at half-
time before the former aimed a punch at the latter. 
Robben afterwards appeared to have bruising under his 
eye. Media director Markus Horwick said: "Whatever 
happens in the dressing room stays in the dressing 
room. We will not be adding any further comment." 
Sport Bild reports that a clear-the-air meeting was held 
on Wednesday. Ribery is said to have apologised and 
accepted a fine for his actions. 

  

 

TERRY REGRET AT RED CARD 

Chelsea captain John Terry has revealed his regret over 
getting sent off in last week’s Champions League win over 
Barcelona. Terry apologised to manager Roberto Di 
Matteo and his team-mates after he was given his 
marching orders for kneeing Alexis Sanchez in the back 
during their stunning victory at Camp Nou. In the build-up 
to Sunday's 6-1 win over QPR, Terry has used his 
programme notes to issue an apology to the club's fans 
and celebrate the heroics of the rest of the Chelsea side. "I 
apologised to Robbie, the players and the staff after the 
game. I'm big enough to come out and man up when I 
make a mistake and, clearly, I made a mistake on Tuesday, 
I'm sorry for that and I owe it to you, the fans, to come out 
and say so. After that, for the boys to go and get the result 
they did, in the manner they did, was honestly one of the 
best things I have seen since I have been at Chelsea. It was 
not just the result, but the way they played. Just when it 
looked like everything was going wrong, for the 10 players 
on the pitch to stand up to one of the best teams ever to 
play the game, in their own stadium, was incredible. I was 
really proud to see the lads get through, because this 
football club and this group of players deserve the 
opportunity in the Champions League final." 

 

ENRIQUE GETS VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 
Roma general manager Franco Baldini insists head 

coach Luis Enrique will stay with the Italian club. 

Enrique's side salvaged a 2-2 draw with Napoli on 

Saturday, however the Spaniard's job has been under 

intense scrutiny with Roma failing to achieve 

Champions League qualification. But Baldini said the 

club have no intention of casting him aside at the end 

of the campaign. "I can only tell you that Roma 

absolutely intend to keep Luis Enrique," Baldini said. "I 

don't hide that he's worn out by this season, in some 

moments he has great determination and in some 

others - as it often happens at Roma - he's really 

exhausted. That's why we said: let's finish the season in 

the best possible way, giving all that we have, and only 

when the season is over, we'll both sit down and 

analyse all the problems we had and try to find 

solutions to the problems, and then we'll see." Baldini 

also defended Enrique against accusations he has taken 

Roma away from their traditional style of play. 

 
  

 

ALBA TO BE BARCA PLAYER? 

Valencia's Jordi Alba is set to be incoming Barcelona 
manager Tito Vilanova's first signing. The full-back has 
performed consistently well throughout Valencia's La Liga 
campaign this season. As such, Alba is seen as an ideal 
signing for the Catalan club to strengthen the left side of 
their defence, with Eric Abidal unlikely to return in the 
near future.  Developed by the Barcelona youth system, it 
is believed Alba would have no problems fitting into the 
current squad's style of play. The Spaniard has supposedly 
agreed to personal terms with the Catalans, though both 
clubs remain in discussion regarding the final transfer fee. 
Alba's contract with Los Che runs till 2013. However, 

Barcelona are eager to bring the defender into their ranks 

before the start of next season, as it is rumoured that he is 

being closely watched by other European giants such as 

Manchester United and AC Milan. 

 

ADVOCAAT TO QUIT RUSSIA AFTER EUROS 

Dick Advocaat will step down as coach of the Russian 

national team in July after Euro 2012, he said Monday 

in remarks reported by Russian daily Sport-Express. 

Advocaat took over from fellow Dutch coach Guus 

Hiddink in May 2010 on a two-year deal with an option 

for a further two years. “After the European 

championship I’ll go,” Advocaat said. Claims of a 

dispute over pay were wide of the mark, he said. “I 

can’t tell you the reason yet but, knowing about all the 

speculation, I’ll say right now, it’s not about the money. 

I haven’t told the players yet. I’m sure that this news 

won’t influence our preparation for the Euros.” 
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RESULTS ROUND-UP 
EUROPE 

 

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE – Semi Finals 2
nd

 Leg 
Chelsea with only ten men defeated all the odds on Tuesday to make it through to Munich and the 
Champions League Final. The Blues hopes looked to have been dashed after going 2-0 behind to goals by 
midfield duo Sergio Busquets and Andres Iniesta.  On top of that, the leader of the pack (sic), John Terry 
(pictured lower right) dismissed for stupidly kneeing Chilean Alexis Sanchez off the ball.  A Messi-like chipped 
finish by Brazilian midfielder Ramires just before the break made it 2-2 on aggregate and gave Di Matteo’s 
men the advantage of the away goal.  Lionel Messi had smashed a penalty off the crossbar in the 59th minute 

and hit a post with another shot, Blues substitute Fernando Torres then netted in injury time to ensure Chelsea will travel to Germany 
on May 19

th
. Terry, who will miss the Final, apologised for his actions as his team-mates were in jubilation. Captain JT said: “I’ve seen 

the replay and it looks bad. I let the boys down and I’ve said 
sorry.” Chelsea’s interim manager Roberto Di Matteo said: 
“It was an incredible game. I’m so pleased for the players. 
They always seem to produce something special when 
needed – it’s in their DNA. Barcelona are the best team in the 
world but we showed a lot of desire to get through to the 
Final. We had a little bit of luck but you need that to win the 
trophy.” Chelsea got a fright inside three minutes when 
Sanchez and Messi combined for Lionel to shoot into the side 
netting. The Blues were held into their own half and forced 
to defend from the start. Cesc Fabregas put Messi through 
on goal with a superb back-heel but Chelsea ‘keeper Petr 
Cech saved and Iniesta’s follow-up effort was blocked. The 
Camp Nou was jumping on the 35th minute as Barca took the 

lead when Busquets tapped home a pass from young winger Isaac Cuenca. A couple of minutes later, Terry was spotted by the 
assistant official inexplicably putting his knee into Sanchez from behind and therefore was red-carded by Turkish referee Cuneyt 
Cakir, and rightly so. To add more pressure on the team, other central-defender Gary Cahill limped off early replaced by Portuguese 
right-back Jose Bosingwa. Gerard Pique was then in the wars, colliding with his own goalkeeper and requiring medical treatment after 
landing on his head, but he was able to get back up again. Drogba started causing some problems thereafter, hooking a ball over from 
the corner of the area before bypassing Pique a moment later, though his angle was too tight to shoot on target. That signalled 

Pique’s last contribution as he succumbed to his earlier knock 
and Dani Alves returned in his place, Barca maintaining its 
three-man back line with the Brazilian on the right of it. Pique 
was kept in hospital overnight for observation but was 
released on Wednesday with no problems. Two minutes 
before half-time, Chelsea went 2-0 down when Iniesta 
(pictured above left) latched on to a Messi pass and prodded 
past the rushing Cech. Barca looked confident and pressed 
forward for more before half-time but the match took 
another twist.  Barca’s defence far up the pitch and Chelsea 
used the counter-attack as Ramires ran on to a Frank 
Lampard pass and sublimely chipped the ball (pictured left) 
over Victor Valdes. The second half was played mostly in the 
Chelsea half and it seemed only a matter of time until they 
cracked. Barca were awarded a penalty when ‘villain of the 
first-leg’ Didier Drogba brought down Fabregas but Messi 

showed the world he is human after all, and hit the bar with the kick (pictured below). The gods did seem to be shining down on the 
Stamford Bridge boys, as Cech touched a Messi shot on to his left-hand post.  Then enter Fernando Torres (pictured lower right), the 
man who joined Chelsea for a £50million fee and has not been worth a quarter of that since arriving. He redeemed himself some with 
the Chelsea faithful when he picked up the ball on halfway and broke away to round Valdes and score Chelsea’s second goal. A blue 
sea of fans in the Camp Nou were in dreamland as their team had done what so many had stated they couldn’t. Barcelona boss Pep 
Guardiola said: “We did everything we could to reach the Final but I have to congratulate Chelsea because they were great 
defensively.” Unfortunately for Chelsea many key players are to miss the final due to suspension.  Ramires, Branislav Ivanovic and 
Raul Meireles will join Terry (and maybe Cahill) on the sidelines in Munich after picking up bookings last night. Chelsea’s Nigerian 
midfielder John Obi Mikel feels that semi-final yellow cards should be rescinded, a similar rule to that introduced to the World Cup 
two years ago. "Yes, the yellow cards should be cancelled going into a final and UEFA should look into that," he told the London 
Evening Standard. "When you get to the final everyone wants to see the best players and it’s a shame that JT [Terry], Ivanovic, 

Meireles and Ramires won’t play. The four 
players were devastated in the dressing 
room. They’re happy for the team but are 
very disappointed to not be in the final. We 
will go out to win the trophy for them." 
The suspended Ivanovic also bemoaned the 
referee's decision to caution him, adding 
that he feels that something has been taken 
away from his career as a result. "We can’t 
talk about the referee’s decisions but, to be 
honest, it feels like someone has taken 
something from your career," he stated. 
"My booking? I got it for kicking the penalty 
spot before the penalty. It was strange. But 
I have to be positive.” 

 

 

RESULTS 
Tuesday 24th April 2012 

BARCELONA 2-2 CHELSEA 
(Chelsea win 3-2 on agg) 

 
Wednesday 25th April 2012 

REAL MADRID 2-1 A.E.T BAYERN MUNICH 
(Bayern win 3-1 on pens 

3-3 on agg) 
 
 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
FINAL 

19th May 2012 
CHELSEA vs. BAYERN MUNICH 
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Bayern Munich triumphed over Real Madrid at the Santiago Bernabeu 
to earn the right to play in the final at their home ground following a 
3-1 penalty shoot-out win. The Bavarians were under the cosh as 
soon as the first ball was kicked as Los Blancos attempted to overturn 
the 2-1 deficit from the first leg. Cristiano Ronaldo (pictured right) hit 
a double early on to set them on their way but former Madrid winger 
Arjen Robben levelled the tie with a penalty just before the half-hour 
mark. Both team were cagey in the second half as neither side 
wanted to press and leave themselves open. Ninety minutes passed 
and with extra time unable to separate the pair, the match went to 
the dreaded penalty shoot-out. Bayern goalkeeper Manuel Neuer 
saved from both Ronaldo and Kaka before Sergio Ramos sent his 
penalty into orbit, allowing Bastian Schweinsteiger to become hero 
and net the winning penalty. Real coach Jose Mourinho made only 
one change from the side that defeated Barcelona at Camp Nou in the ‘El Clasico’ at the weekend with Brazilian Marcelo replacing 

Fabio Coentrao at left-back. Bayern’s Jupp Heynckes recalled eight first-team players to the 
starting eleven who were rested for their 2-1 win over Werder Bremen last weekend. At 
the kick-off, Madrid came bursting out of the blocks and after Sami Khedira failed to beat 
Neuer from Angel Di Maria's cutback in the third minute, but the hosts were gifted a 
penalty when the Argentine's thunderous volley hit young Austrian David Alaba's arm 
inside the area three minutes later. The confident Ronaldo stepped up to take the spot kick 
and tranquilly slotted it into the bottom-right corner, sending Neuer the wrong way. But 
the Germans seemed unfazed and had two great opportunities to restore parity on the 
night. Firstly, Robben failed to tuck Alaba's cross away from inside the six-yard box and 
then Khedira stopped Franck Ribery from tapping in off of a rebound from Mario Gomez's 
20-yard strike with just 12 minutes gone. With the Bernabeu rocking, Los Blancos showed 
just how deadly they can be as they grabbed a second goal. In the 14th minute a deflected 
pass fell to Mesut Ozil and he had enough time to pick out an unmarked Ronaldo on the 
edge of the box. The Portuguese was clinical as usual, as he slid the ball past Neuer at his 
near post. Bayern were seeing plenty of the ball and continued to look going dangerous as 
Madrid relied on the counterattack and they were offered a chance to level the tie in the 
27th minute. Pepe recklessly dragged Gomez to the ground inside the area and the referee 
pointed to the spot. Robben took on the responsibility and exorcised his Bernabeu demons 
despite Iker Casillas' best efforts to keep his penalty out. The unrelenting action continued 

as shortly after the hour mark as Karim Benzema almost curled a majestic effort past Neuer while Casillas was forced into saves from 
both Gomez and Robben before the break. The momentum continued early in the second half as Gomez nodded just wide in the 48th 
minute and Benzema pulled a sprawling save from Neuer. It soon fizzled out with the game so delicately poised as neither side dared 
commit too many men forward, making for a second period that starkly contrasted the first. Chances were at a premium and the only 
clear-cut opportunity came in the 86th minute. Robben's pass found Gomez in space in the area but rather than shoot first time, he 
opted to control the ball which allowed white shirts to get back and swarm over him and the chance went begging. It ensured the 
game would go to extra time and after nine minutes of the first period Pepe fed Ronaldo at the top of the box but the winger failed to 
pull the trigger and test Neuer in the only chance of the half. Esteban Granero was booked for diving as he tried to win his team a 

penalty in the dying moments of extra time but his side would 
have plenty as the game went on to a shoot-out. Alaba netted 
the opening penalty but Ronaldo failed to match the Austrian 
as Neuer got a strong hand to the ball. Gomez converted 
Bayern's second and then Neuer saved Madrid's with an 
almost identical spot kick from Kaka. Los Blancos pulled one 
back as Kroos and Philipp Lahm missed while Xabi Alonso 
scored but Ramos failed to draw level as he skied it from 12 
yards. That offered Schweinsteiger (pictured left) the chance to 
put Heynckes side into the final and deny Jose Mourinho the 
chance to face his former club, and he did so, dispatching the 
penalty with ease. Bayern Munich can now become the first 
team to win the Champions League at their home ground 
when they face Chelsea in the final on May 19th.  
 

 

 
 

 
 

TICKET FRAUDSTERS TARGETED BY UEFA 
UEFA has issued a warning about fraudulent ticket sales in Germany for the 

2012 UEFA Champions League final, to be played at the Allianz Arena, Munich 

on 19 May.  UEFA was been made aware of individuals claiming to have 

tickets for sale for the final, such tickets are offered via advertisements and 

postings placed in various German newspapers and on the internet, and 

more often than not they do not exist.  UEFA was urging all fans to ignore 

such adverts as official tickets could only be purchased on UEFA.com from 

March 1
st

-16
th

. UEFA are investigating with German police and the DFB 

(German Football Association) to track all the guilty parties.  
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UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE – Semi-Finals 2
nd

 Leg 
Athletic Bilbao and Atlético Madrid will meet in next month's UEFA Europa League final in 
the Romanian capital, Bucharest after semi-final second leg wins over Sporting and 
Valencia respectively. The Portuguese visitors took a 2-1 victory in Lisbon a week ago into 
the second leg of their Europa League tie, but the Spanish hosts managed to overturn the 
deficit in fine fashion. Fernando Llorente scored the crucial goal just as the match was 
heading for extra-time when he bundled a cross from Ibai Gomex over the line and past 

goalkeeper Rui Patricio in the Portuguese goal. Llorente's late strike, along with goals from Markel Susaeta and 
Ibai Gomez were enough to see the Basques progress to the last two 4-3 on aggregate, Ricky Van Wolfswinkel's 
effort for the Lions a mere consolation. Marcelo Bielsa's team will now face La Liga rivals and 2010 tournament 
winners Atlético Madrid in an all-Spanish showpiece in Bucharest on May 9, Madrid having overcome Valencia 1-0 
for a 5-2 aggregate win. The home side withstood an early passage of attack from Ricardo Sa Pinto's men to get 
on the front-foot and build several ominous phases of their own. Bilbao's persistence eventually bore fruit with a 
goal after 17 minutes when Iker Muniain crossed from the right to Llorente, who chested the ball back for Susaeta 

to volley in the 
opener. Van 
Wolfswinkel's left-
footed shot to beat 
Gorka Iraizoz leveled 
the score just before 
half-time, only for 
Llorente to brilliantly 
set-up Gomez to 
restore the 
Spaniards' lead in 
added time. The 
second-half saw 
both sides hit the 
woodwork, Javi 
Martinez's header 
rebounding off the 

crossbar for Athletic, before Sporting's Emiliano Insua's shot beat Iraizoz but not the post. As the game looked to 
be heading towards extra-time, Llorente (pictured above) sneaked in with the match-winner to book Athletic a 
spot in the final and give them a chance to build on their last opportunity in 1977.  

 
Atlético Madrid nailed on a 
final place by defeating 
Valencia 1-0 in their 
encounter. The capital outfit, 
who lifted the trophy in 2010, 
have progressed by a 5-2 
aggregate scoreline thanks to 
a superb smash-and-grab 
display at Mestalla. Atlético 
were kept under severe 
pressure by Valencia for the 
best part of an hour, but a 
fantastic goal from Adrian 
calmed their nerves and set 
them on their way to victory.  
The only blot on their 
performance was a late red 
card to Tiago, who will now 

miss the final after his involvement in a fracas following a penalty appeal. Goals were definitely on the agenda for 
Valencia who, with a 4-2 deficit to overturn from the first-leg in the capital, set out their stall to attack right from 
the start. The hosts had plenty of possession inside the opposition half during the opening exchanges, but the lack 
of a final ball prevented them from really testing Thibaut Courtois inside the Atlético goal. That all changed after 
20 minutes, when a snap shot from Sofiane Feghouli was parried by the Belgian keeper after a nick off Jonas, who 
was also thwarted from the rebound. The Algerian had another go from distance moments later, but this time 
fizzed just over the bar. Diego Simeone’s side were barely able to get a kick, and were forced to keep all 11 men 
behind the ball as the pressure and tenacity from Valencia was relentless. Antonio Barragan twice was able to set 
up Roberto Soldado from the right flank, but both times the frontman failed to steer his effort on target. Valencia 
just kept coming. Sergio Canales, starting his first match in Europe since September, drilled an effort low towards 
the near post from the left, but Courtois was again able to spread himself well and save. But they were almost 
caught napping on the counter four minutes before the interval, as Arda Turan’s low cross was smothered by 
Diego Alves, inches away from the onrushing Falcao. Valencia continued with the same cutthroat intensity coming 
out of the break, but as in the first-half, they were unable to get anyone on the end of their frequent forays into 
the opposition penalty area. Atlético defended stoutly, and then, right on the hour mark, showed the hosts how it 
should be done. Diego clipped a perfectly-weighted ball over the top of the defence towards Adrian, who took it 
onto his chest before ripping an unstoppable half-volley past Alves for his 10th goal in the tournament. The pair 
combined again almost immediately after the restart, but this time, Alves was able to beat away Adrian’s 
(pictured right) powerful drive from the byline. The Valencia keeper was called into action again to deny Falcao 
from close range as his side appeared completely floored by the Atlético goal that left them needing three of their 
own to qualify. To compound matters, Canales was carried from the field with what looked like a serious injury.  
Tempers flared with 10 minutes to go, as confusion following an apparent handball in the area saw both sets of 
players square up to each other. Simeone even rushed off the bench to calm the ruckus, which ended when Tiago 
(pictured above left) was shown his marching orders by the referee. But their numerical deficit mattered little at 
this stage, and as a late Tino Costa effort was saved by Courtois, Valencia knew that their time was up.  

 

RESULTS 
Thursday 26th April 2012 

ATHLETIC BILBAO 3-1 SPORTING LISBON 
(Bilbao win 4-3 on agg) 

 
VALENCIA 0-1 ATLÉTICO MADRID 

(Atlético win 5-2 on agg) 
 
 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
FINAL 

May 2012 
ATHLETIC BILBAO vs. ATLÉTICO MADRID 
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ENGLAND: BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Aston Villa slipped further into the relegation quicksand last Tuesday night as they lost a 
vital home game to Bolton Wanderers 2-1.  Two goals in as many second-half minutes from 
Martin Petrov, from the penalty spot, and David N’Gog cancelled out a Stephen Warnock 
strike two minutes earlier. The opening goal came after a bursting run down the right-flank 
by Charles N'Zogbia took two Bolton defenders out of the game. The French left-winger 
then cut the ball back superbly for Warnock to slide home from eight yards out. However 

the lead was short-lived as the away side were immediately on the offensive and were awarded a penalty a minute 
later when Spaniard Carlos Cuellar, who was captain for the night, was penalised for a foul on Mark Davies. Petrov 
stepped up and coolly slotted the ball past Shay Given, who had guessed the right way. The drama continued less 
than a minute later when a superb chip into the box from Chris Eagles found N’Gog, who rifled home from seven 
yards to give the Whites the all-important win. 
 
In Saturday’s action, Luis Suarez netted a stunning hat-trick as Liverpool warmed up for the FA Cup final with a 
comfortable 3-0 win at Norwich City. The Uruguayan struck twice in the space of four minutes midway through the 
first half to put the Reds in command. After Norwich - who are all but secure of a place in the Premier League 
heading into their final two games - rallied briefly, Suarez completed his treble eight minutes from time with an 
audacious lob from just inside the Norwich half to give Kenny Dalglish's men the perfect tonic ahead of their 
Wembley date with Chelsea next Saturday. 
 
Wigan Athletic stunned Newcastle 
United with four first-half goals to give 
their survival hopes a huge boost and 
put a major dent in the Magpies' bid to 
qualify for Champions League football. 
Roberto Martinez's side turned in their 
best 45 minutes of the season in the 
first half, and then kept an improved 
Newcastle at bay after the break to earn 
a 4-0 victory that moves them three 
points clear of the Premier League drop 
zone. Victor Moses (pictured left) took 
advantage of some lax defending to 
head in the first after 13 minutes and 
was then gifted an even easier second two minutes later when Toon defender Fabricio Coloccini fluffed his 
clearance and the Wigan striker fired home the loose ball. It got worse for Newcastle after 36 minutes when Shaun 
Maloney capped a fine flowing move with a finish from a tight angle on the left and Franco Di Santo made it a first 
half to remember for Wigan fans with a wonderful curling shot from outside the area in stoppage time. 
 
There was drama at Swansea, where the hosts led 4-1 at one stage but then allowed already-relegated 
Wolverhampton Wanderers to claim a point in an amazing 4-4 draw. Swansea scored three times in the opening 15 
minutes and looked like they were cruising to victory. Andrea Orlandi turned in Scott Sinclair's cross before Wolves 
had touched the ball, and it was 2-0 after four minutes when Joe Allen broke away and found the net with the help 
of a deflection off Richard Stearman. Nathan Dyer headed in a third after 15 minutes, but a fine header from 
Steven Fletcher gave Wolves hope moments later. Danny Graham's calm finish put Swansea 4-1 up after half an 
hour, but again they were pegged back as Matt Jarvis cut in from the left and his low shot found the net with 
Ashley Williams stumbling when given a chance to block on the line. Wolves then came roaring back in the second 
half. Dave Edwards raced through to cap a fine move and make it 4-3, and Jarvis then levelled in the 69th minute, 
meeting Fletcher's low cross. 
 
Arsenal could not grab the win they needed to take full advantage of Newcastle's defeat, instead being held 1-1 at 
Stoke City. Peter Crouch's ninth-minute header put the hosts ahead before Dutch hitman Robin van Persie enjoyed 
a simple finish from Tomas Rosicky's cross to level on the quarter-hour mark, his 35th goal of the season. 
 

The in-form Nikica Jelavic (pictured left) 
helped Everton to a 4-0 victory over 
Fulham. His seventh-minute free kick was 
blocked by Pavel Pogrebnyak's hand 
inside the area, and the January signing 
from Rangers stepped up to send Mark 
Schwarzer the wrong way from the 
penalty spot. Marouane Fellaini was 
allowed a free header to double the lead 
after 16 minutes before Jelavic's second 
of the afternoon and ninth in the last 
seven games made it 3-0 six minutes 
before the break. Australian Tim Cahill 
came off the bench to score the fourth 
on the hour mark. 

 
Bolton, needing a win to climb out of the drop zone, took the lead at Sunderland when Martin Petrov's fine cross 
was volleyed home by Kevin Davies at the far post, but Nicklas Bendtner levelled before the break. Irish winger 
James McClean then put the hosts on top with a 55th-minute free kick, but a Davies header earned Bolton a point 
20 minutes from time. 
 
Aston Villa did little to ease their relegation worries as they rode their luck in a goalless draw at West Bromwich 
Albion, although they were grateful to a fine Shay Given save in the final minutes to prevent it being any worse. 
 
Tottenham Hotspur leapfrogged Newcastle United into the Champions League spot with a 2-0 home win against 
relegation contenders Blackburn Rovers. Midfielder Rafael van der Vaart opened the scoring in the 22nd minute 
with his 10th goal of the season before full-back Kyle Walker made sure of the victory with a stunning free-kick.  
This was Spurs' first win since the beginning of April.  
 

 
RESULTS 

Tuesday 24th April 2012 
ASTON VILLA 1-2 BOLTON WANDERERS 

 
Saturday 28th April 2012 
EVERTON 4-0 FULHAM 

STOKE CITY 1-1 ARSENAL 
SUNDERLAND 2-2 BOLTON WANDERERS 

SWANSEA CITY 4-4 WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS 
WEST BROMWICH ALBION 0-0 ASTON VILLA 
WIGAN ATHLETIC 4-0 NEWCASTLE UNITED 

NORWICH CITY 0-3 LIVERPOOL 
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
CHELSEA 6-1 QUEENS PARK RANGERS 

TOTTENHAM HOTPSUR 2-0 BLACKBURN ROVERS 
 

Monday 30th April 2012 
MANCHESTER CITY 1-0 MANCHESTER UNITED 

 

 
LEAGUE TABLE 

 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MAN CITY 36 26 5 5 83 

2 MAN UTD 36 26 5 5 83 

3 ARSENAL 36 20 6 10 66 

4 TOTTENHAM 35 18 8 9 62 

5 NEWCASTLE 35 18 8 9 62 

6 CHELSEA 35 17 10 8 61 

7 EVERTON 35 14 9 12 51 

8 LIVERPOOL 35 13 10 12 49 

9 FULHAM 35 12 10 13 46 

10 WEST BROM 36 13 7 16 46 

11 SUNDERLAND 36 11 12 13 45 

12 SWANSEA 36 11 11 14 44 

13 NORWICH 36 11 10 15 43 

14 STOKE 35 11 10 14 43 

15 ASTON VILLA 36 7 16 13 37 

16 WIGAN 36 9 10 7 37 

17 QPR 36 9 7 20 34 

18 BOLTON 35 10 4 21 34 

19 BLACKBURN 36 8 7 21 31 

20 WOLVES 36 5 9 22 24 

 
 

FIXTURES 
 

Tuesday 1st May 2012 
LIVERPOOL vs. FULHAM 
STOKE CITY vs. EVERTON 

 
Wednesday 2nd May 2012 

CHELSEA vs. NEWCASTLE UNITED 
BOLTON WANDERERS vs. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 

 
Saturday 5th May 2012 

ARSENAL vs. NORWICH CITY 
 

Sunday 6th May 2012 
NEWCASTLE UNITED vs. MANCHESTER CITY 

ASTON VILLA vs. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
BOLTON WANDERERS vs. WEST BROMWICH ALBION 

FULHAM vs. SUNDERLAND 
QUEENS PARK RANGERS vs. STOKE CITY 

WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS vs. EVERTON 
MANCHESTER UNITED vs. SWANSEA CITY 

 
Monday 7th May 2012 

BLACKBURN ROVERS vs. WIGAN ATHLETIC 
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On Sunday afternoon, Chelsea hammered 
Queens Park Rangers 6-1 at Stamford 
Bridge.  Man of the moment, Fernando 
Torres (pictured left) scored his first hat-
trick in more than two and a half years. In 
their first match since reaching the 
Champions League final, the Blues hit four 
goals in the opening 25 minutes at Stamford 
Bridge to humiliate their local rivals, keep 
up with their rivals in the race for fourth 
spot, and give their fans yet more reason to 
celebrate. Daniel Sturridge scored after 49 
seconds, John Terry headed in a corner and 
the rejuvenated Torres scored twice to put 
the result beyond doubt with more than an 
hour remaining. Torres struck again in the 

64th for his first hat-trick since September 2009, when he scored three times in Liverpool's 6-1 win over Hull, and 
substitute Florent Malouda scored in the 80th. Djibril Cisse got a late goal back for relegation-threatened QPR. 
After just eight goals in his first 61 games since joining Chelsea for £50 million, Torres now has four from his last 
two matches. 
 
Manchester City’s club captain Vincent Kompany (pictured below) scored the goal that secured his team a vital 1-0 
win against rivals Manchester United to put them back on top of the Premier League table. The City skipper struck 
on the stroke of half time in a tense derby battle at the Etihad Stadium to seal the points and it takes Roberto 
Mancini's men above United on goal difference with just two Premier League games remaining. A win at Newcastle 

and at home to QPR will seal a 
first league championship crown 
since 1968, while United will 
now have to win their final two 
games and hope for a favour. 
United unbelievably failed to get 
a shot on target at the City goal 
throughout the entire match, 
but ironically had the first 
chance in the second minute. 
Nani's short corner to Ryan 
Giggs was played back to him 
and the Portuguese winger's 
cross was not dealt with well by 
Joe Hart whose weak punch fell 
to Michael Carrick. His shot 
clearly hit the hand of Kompany 
at close-range but referee Andre 
Marriner waved play on. City 
gradually stepped up a gear and 

started to dominate as United were forced back into their own half while trying to get something on the counter-
attack. Sergio Aguero could not connect with a half volley from Samir Nasri's low cross and his effort bobbled wide 
on 36 minutes, before Pablo Zabaleta's close range strike a minute later also failed to trouble David De Gea as he 
failed to get a clean connection on the shot. United seemed set to hold on until the interval when City broke the 
deadlock in first half stoppage time. David Silva whipped a corner in from the right and Kompany got up above 
Chris Smalling to power his close-range header past De Gea. United enjoyed some good possession in the early 
part of the second half but failed to make it count. As the game wore on City counter-attacked with Yaya Toure 
curling a shot wide from the edge of the area on 82 minutes and Gael Clichy then forced a great diving save from 
De Gea on 88 minutes. Nasri had great chance to wrap the points up in the final minute but failed to get his shot 
off six yards out before eventually being dispossessed. Sir Alex Ferguson sparked a fiery touchline row with his 
opposite number Roberto Mancini as Manchester City won the potentially title-deciding derby (pictured right). 
After City's Nigel De Jong was harshly penalised for a trip on Danny Welbeck, Ferguson remonstrated with the 
Italian. Both indicated with their hands that the other didn't know what they were talking about. Tempers flared as 
the two managers were kept apart by their assistants, and the fourth official. The two did shake hands at the full-
time whistle however. 
 
 

 
 

Sir Alex Ferguson and Roberto Mancini were furious but did 
agree to a handshake after the game. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

SOUTHAMPTON PROMOTION 
Southampton have returned to the Barclays Premier League after a seven-year absence when they beat Coventry City 
4-0 on Saturday afternoon to clinch second place in the Championship and take the remaining automatic promotion 
spot. The Saints scored twice in each half to clinch a second straight promotion and finish as runners-up to Reading in 
the second-tier League Championship. West Ham United, who could have pipped Southampton if results had gone 
their way, finished third after beating Hull City 2-1 at Upton Park and will take part in the play-offs along with 
Birmingham City, Blackpool and Cardiff City. Southampton, relegated from the Premier League in 2005 and then to 
the third tier of English football in 2009 after going into administration, were never going to lose their chance of a 
second successive promotion after taking an early 2-0 lead against relegated Coventry with goals from Billy Sharp and 
Jose Fonte. Further strikes from Jos Hooiveld and Adam Lallana made sure of three points and Saints manager Nigel 
Adkins told the BBC: "A lot of people have put a lot of hard work in here - the players deserve all the plaudits they'll get 
as everyone at this club has worked their socks off since I've been here. Southampton are back in the Premier League, 
and I'm a happy man - I'm proud and honoured." 
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SPAIN: LIGA BBVA 
Saturday, Real Mallorca leap-frogged Getafe into the top 10 of the La Liga with a three-
point haul at the Coliseum Alfonso Perez. Goals from Victor Casadesus, Alejandro Alfaro and 
substitute Tomer Hemed put Mallorca in complete charge and Getafe could only manage a 
late consolation strike from Alexis. 
 
After a goalless first half, it took Levante just one second-half minute to score in a 3-1 home 

win against Granada. After Valdo intercepted a loose pass, the Levante winger chipped a cross to Arouna Kone who 
headed the ball back across Granada's goalkeeper Julio Cesar for the opening goal of the game. Odion Ighalo 
equalised for the visitors in the 67th minute but Levante were ahead just six minutes later when Xavi Torres 
thumped home a knock-down by Valdo from the edge of the penalty area. After setting up the first two goals, Valdo 
got on the scoresheet himself when he headed Pedro's cross into the net in the 84th minute. 
 
Sporting Gijon helped their La Liga survival after their 3-0 win away to Espanyol. Adrian Colunga put the visitors in 
front in the 48th minute with a shot from a tight angle before a mistake on the halfway line allowed Oscar Trejo to 
break free in the 70th minute to make the score 2-0. Mate Bilic added a third for Gijon in the 80th minute when he 
brought down an aerial pass and finished calmly. 
 
Racing Santander's 10-year spell in La Liga is over after young French talent, Antoine Griezmann scored a brace to 
condemn them to defeat to Real Sociedad in San Sebastian. Sociedad's win confirms their presence in the top flight 
next season and they had their French playmaker to thank as he scored twice in the second half to settle the match. 
The 21-year-old was a constant thorn in Racing's side and added the finishing touch when he teed up Imanol 
Agirretxe for the third. 
 
Raul Garcia struck a brilliant equaliser to keep Osasuna firmly in the hunt for a European place and deny relegation-
threatened Villarreal victory at El Madrigal. Villarreal looked set to move six points clear of the drop zone after 
taking a 44th-minute lead through Bruno Soriano but the hosts paid the price for failing to make the most of several 
opportunities when Garcia found the top corner with a stunning volley 18 minutes from time. 
 
Real Madrid recovered from its Champions League elimination in midweek with a comfortable 3-0 victory over 
Sevilla at the Santiago Bernabeu. Cristiano Ronaldo opened the scoring with his 43rd Liga goal of the season before 
Karim Benzema added a quickfire double after the break. 
 
Real Zaragoza kept alive their chances of survival with a deserved 2-0 win over Athletic Bilbao thanks to goals in 
either half from Edu Oriol and Apono. Oriol waltzed through the Bilbao defence unchallenged and slotted calmly 
past Gorka Iraizoz. Apono doubled the hosts' advantage six minutes after the break with a swerving free-kick that 
Iraizoz will have disappointed to see slip through his grasp and the final score could have been even more as Franco 
Zuculini also saw an effort come back off the bar with 10 minutes to go. 
 
Malaga moved level with Valencia in third spot as Nacho Camacho's first-half header was enough to earn all three 
points from a scrappy encounter at La Rosaleda. Things got even worse for Valencia when Sofiane Feghouli was 
dismissed for a second bookable offence just after the hour. 
 
Radamel Falcao (pictured left) struck a stoppage-time 
equaliser to salvage a point for Atlético Madrid following 
a dramatic finish at Real Betis. Atlético took a 63rd-
minute lead through substitute Jorge Koke but Betis 
looked to have snatched victory from the jaws of defeat 
when their own replacements Alejandro Pozuelo (86) 
and Jonathan Pereira (88) netted in quick succession to 
put the hosts 2-1 up. However, there was to be another 
late twist in the tale when, from a corner four minutes 
into injury time which saw Atlético goalkeeper Thibaut 
Courtois sent up into the Betis area, Falcao headed 
home from close range to level the game up at 2-2. 
 
Barcelona ensured that they suffered no hangover from their week from hell with a resounding 7-0 victory over 
Rayo Vallecano. It has been a harrowing eight days for the Catalans, who saw their Primera Division and Champions 
League hopes eliminated by Real Madrid and Chelsea, not to mention the announcement of coach Pep Guardiola's 
departure at the end of the season. However, they responded in some style against the outmatched side from the 
capital, with two goals each from Lionel Messi and Pedro alongside strikes from Seydou Keita and Thiago Alcantara 
and an own goal by Roberto Correa reducing the gap to Madrid at the top of the league back to seven points. The 
Catalans were desperate to put on a show for their coach and shell-shocked fans, and stormed into the lead just 
after a quarter of an hour after a typical Barca build-up. Alexis Sanchez was the architect, with his wonderful 
diagonal pass freeing Pedro on the right, who squared to Messi at the far post to guide home from a few yards out.  
Barca were two up after 26 minutes. Keita sent Sanchez through on goal, and the Chilean’s finish from a tight angle 
was diverted into the net by Correa. The visitors were dominant, finding holes in the Rayo midfield and defensive 
lines at will. However, they were indebted to Pinto once more just after half-hour, the stand-in keeper tipping away 
Roberto Trashorras’ free kick at full stretch. Messi’s brilliance soon put the Catalans out of sight six minutes before 
the interval, the Argentine waltzing past multiple challenges on the edge of the box before slipping in Keita, who 
made no mistake from close range. Barely a minute into the second half, it was 4-0. Sanchez again did the hard 
work, as he broke free down the left before squaring to Messi inside the area. Messi, who was left in tears following 
Barcelona's unlikely Champions League exit to Chelsea, certainly looked refreshed as met the Chilean's return pass 
inside the area for a finish that bounced back off the crossbar, but Pedro was on hand to stroke home the rebound.  
It should have been a fifth within minutes after Thiago was picked out in a great position inside the area by Messi, 
but the young midfielder put his effort the wrong side of the post. Thiago added a fifth with just over ten minutes 
to go, with a simple header from close range following great work out wide by substitute Dani Alves. It was 6-0 after 
87 minutes, Pedro side-footing coolly into the back of the net after getting on the end of a clever lifted pass from 
Messi. Messi rounded off matters in injury time with powerful finish from a quintessential Barca team move, a goal 
that moves him on terms with Cristiano Ronaldo in the quest for the Pichichi (La Liga’s version of the Golden Boot). 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 28th April 2012 
GETAFE 1-3 MALLORCA 
LEVANTE 3-1 GRANADA 

ESPANYOL 0-3 SPORTING GIJON 
REAL SOCIEDAD 3-0 RACING SANTANDER 

VILLARREAL 1-1 OSASUNA 
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
REAL MADRID 3-0 SEVILLA 

REAL ZARAGOZA 2-0 ATHLETIC BILBAO 
MALAGA 1-0 VALENCIA 

REAL BETIS 2-2 ATLÉTICO MADRID 
RAYO VALLECANO 0-7 BARCELONA 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 
1 REAL MADRID 35 29 4 2 91 

2 BARCELONA 35 26 6 3 84 

3 VALENCIA 35 15 10 10 55 

4 MALAGA 35 16 7 12 55 

5 LEVANTE 35 15 7 13 52 

6 ATLÉTICO 35 13 12 10 49 

7 BILBAO 35 13 10 12 48 

8 OSASUNA 35 11 15 9 48 

9 SEVILLA 35 12 10 13 46 

10 MALLORCA 35 12 10 13 46 

11 ESPANYOL 35 12 9 14 45 

12 GETAFE 35 12 10 13 45 

13 SOCIEDAD 35 11 10 14 43 

14 BETIS 35 12 7 16 43 

15 RAYO 35 12 4 19 40 

16 GRANADA 35 11 6 18 39 

17 VILLARREAL 35 8 14 13 38 

18 GIJON 35 9 7 19 34 

19 ZARAGOZA 35 9 7 19 34 

20 SANTANDER 35 4 14 17 26 

 
 
 

FIXTURES 
 

Tuesday 1st May 2012 
GETAFE vs. RACING SANTANDER 

GRANADA vs. ESPANYOL 
SPORTING GIJON vs. VILLARREAL 

 
Wednesday 2nd May 2012 

ATLETICO MADRID vs. REAL SOCIEDAD 
SEVILLA vs. REAL BETIS 

BARCELONA vs. MALAGA 
REAL ZARAGOZA vs. LEVANTE 

MALLORCA vs. RAYO VALLECANO 
ATHLETIC BILBAO vs. REAL MADRID 

VALENCIA vs. OSASUNA 
 

Saturday 6th May 2012 
MALLORCA vs. LEVANTE 

ATHLETIC BILBAO vs. GETAFE 
GRANADA vs. REAL MADRID 

VALENCIA vs. VILLARREAL 
SEVILLA vs. RAYO VALLECANO 

BARCELONA vs. ESPANYOL 
SPORTING GIJON vs. REAL BETIS 
ATLETICO MADRID vs. MALAGA 

REAL ZARAGOZA vs. RACING SANTANDER 
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GERMANY: BUNDESLIGA 
Schalke confirmed 3

rd
 place in the table with a comfortable 4-0 win over Hertha Berlin on 

Saturday. In a game dominated by the hosts it took until the 32
nd

 minute before they took the 
lead with a goal from Klaas-Jan Huntelaar having moments earlier being denied the opening 
goal by Hertha keeper Thomas Kraft. The Dutch striker then hit a post before half time for the 
home side. Schalke created more opportunities after the break although both Huntelaar and 
Jose Manuel Jurado spurned these chances. The second goal was added after 73 minutes 

when Lewis Holtby netted after some good play by Huntelaar. The crowd got what they came for with 6 minutes 
remaining when Raul, playing his last home game before leaving Schalke in the summer, scored his 15th of the season. 
Huntelaar scored his 2nd and Schalke’s 4th with 2 minutes remaining taking his tally for the season to 27 which is 1 
ahead of Mario Gomez. The result needs Hertha needing to win on the last day of the season to have any hope of 
staying in the top flight. 
 
With Schalke winning Borussia Monchengladbach needed to win to keep up their hopes of 3

rd
 place and automatic 

qualification in the group stages of the Champions League next season. However this was not to be as they drew 0-0 
at home to Augsburg, the point was good enough to confirm a second season in the Bundesliga for Augsburg. 
Chances were at a premium throughout the afternoon with each goalkeeper having very little to do throughout the 
game.  
 
Bayern Munich again took the opportunity to rest several players following their tense penalty shoot out win over 
Real Madrid on Wednesday night. However they still had more than enough to beat Stuttgart 2-0. The result leaves 
Stuttgart in 6th place and dependent on Bayer Leverkusen dropping points next week in pursuit of the place in the 
Europa League group stages. Stuttgart had the best opportunity of the opening half hour when Georg Niedermeier 
headed against the bar from a cross by Christian Molinaro. However Bayern took the lead after good work from 
Thomas Muller allowed Mario Gomez to tap into the empty net. Stuttgart then hit the woodwork again before half 
time with Shinji Okazaki heading against the bar. Both teams had chances in the second half however it was Bayern 
who got the second goal with Thomas Muller scoring after being set up by Ivica Olic.  
 
Bayer Leverkusen leapfrogged Stuttgart into 5th place in the table following a 1-0 home win over fellow Europa 
League contenders Hannover. The win extends the unbeaten run under Sami Hyypia to 5 games. Despite having 
several decent chances in the first half it was Hannover who went in at the break feeling slightly disappointed as 10 
minutes before half time they had a goal by Sergio Pinto harshly ruled out for offside. After the break Michael Ballack 
was brought on to a tremendous reception in what would be his last home appearance for Leverkusen. The winning 
goal came after 75 minutes when Stefan Kiesling stole possession from Emanuel Pogatetz and slotted a low shot past 
Hannover keeper Ron-Robert Zieler.  
 
Wolfsburg continued their pursuit of a Europa League place with a 3 – 1 win over Werder Bremen. Bremen had the 
best of the early exchanges with both Claudio Pizarro and Markus Rosenberg both missing opportunities, Rosenberg’s 
especially was a great chance. However Wolfsburg took the lead 5 minutes before the break with a goal from Bosnian 
Hasan Salihamidzic. The scores were levelled in injury time at the end of the half when Rosenberg nodded home from 
close range. Wolfsburg took the lead on 66 minutes when Patrick Helmes was played in by Vieirinha and he slotted 
home past Bremen keeper Tim Wiese. The game was wrapped up when Helmes rounded off a counter attack 
following some good play by Mario Mandzukic. The result leaves Bremen without a win in 8 games which is their 
worst run of results for 16 years.  
 
Nuremburg won at Hoffenheim for the first ever time in the Bundesliga to leave themselves with a faint chance of 
Europa League qualification. They took an early lead through Tomas Pekhart (pictured right) after Hoffenheim keeper 
Tom Starke had spilled a Daniel Didavi shot into his path. Hoffenheim equalised through defender Andreas Beck after 
22 minutes. However Nuremburg went into half time with the lead when Didavi scored for the 5th game in succession 
on the stroke of half time. Starke kept his team in the game with a superb save from Albert Bunjaku 5 minutes into 
the second half but the 3rd goal came with 20 minutes remaining when Pekhart grabbed his second of the match 
when he headed home after keeper Starke had made another save to keep his team in the game. The away side had a 
nervous end to the game after Edson Braafheid pulled a goal back after 88 minutes however Nuremburg held on to 
clinch the victory.  
 
Hamburg secured their top flight status for next season, and maintained their ever present record in the Bundesliga, 
on Saturday with a 0-0 draw with Mainz. In an even game the best chance of the first half fell to the visitors with Eric-
Maxim Choupo-Moting bringing out a fine save from Hamburg keeper Sven Neuhaus. Hamburg were the better team 
in the second half although they failed to test Christian Wetklo in the Mainz goal.  
 
Koln go into the final game of the season still needing a win to have a chance of staying in the top flight. This is the 
result of a 4-1 defeat away to Freiburg.  Freiburg took a 36th minute lead through Mensur Mudjza. After the break 
Lukas Podolski got the visitors on terms with with a shot from the edge of the box on 47 minutes. However the lead 
only lasted 7 minutes when Karim Guede volleyed home from a cross. Koln pressed for an equaliser however it was 
Freiburg who scored the all-important 4

th
 goal of the game when Daniel Caligiuri scored after 85 minutes. The win 

was wrapped up when Sebastian Freis scored in injury time.  
 
Borussia Dortmund extended their unbeaten run to 27 league games with a comprehensive 5-2 victory away to 
already relegated Kaiserslautern. The hosts took a lead after 16 minutes when Felipe Santana put through his own 
goal. Lucas Barrios equalised for the Champions 2 minutes later when he headed home a cross by Patrick Owomoyela. 
Barrios grabbed his and Dortmund’s second on 26 minutes when he scored from an Ivan Perisic ball into the box. The 
lead was extended further when Mario Gotze scored. Kaiserslautern pulled a goal back early in the second half when 
Pierre de Wit. However Barrios claimed the match ball on 55 minutes when he was greatly by a mistake by 
Kaiserslautern keeper Tobias Sippel. Perisic rounded off the scoring when he added the 5th with 15 minutes 
remaining.  

Andrew Waite 
Twitter (@terrywaite) 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 28th April 2012 
BAYER LEVERKUSEN 1-0 HANNOVER 96 

BAYERN MUNICH 2-0 STUTTGART 
SCHALKE 04 4-0 HERTHA BERLIN 

HAMBURG 0-0 MAINZ 05 
FREIBURG 4-1 FC KOLN 

KAISERSLAUTERN 2-5 BORUSSIA DORTMUND 
HOFFENHEIM 2-3 NURNBERG 

WOLFSBURG 3-1 WERDER BREMEN 
BORUSSIA MONCHENGLADBACH 0-0 AUGSBURG 

 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 DORTMUND 33 24 6 3 78 

2 BAYERN MUNICH 33 22 4 7 70 

3 SCHALKE 33 19 4 10 61 

4 MONCHENGLADBACH 33 16 9 8 57 

5 LEVERKUSEN 33 14 9 10 51 

6 STUTTGART 33 14 8 11 50 

7 HANNOVER 33 11 12 10 45 

8 WOLFSBURG 33 13 5 15 44 

9 WERDER BREMEN 33 11 9 13 42 

10 NURNBERG 33 12 6 15 42 

11 HOFFENHEIM 33 10 11 12 41 

12 FREIBURG 33 10 10 13 40 

13 MAINZ 33 9 12 12 39 

14 HAMBURG 33 8 12 13 36 

15 AUGSBURG 33 7 14 12 35 

16 FC KOLN 33 8 6 19 30 

17 HERTHA BERLIN 33 6 10 17 28 

18 KAISERSLAUTERN 33 4 11 18 23 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 5th May 2012 

BORUSSIA DORTMUND vs. FREIBURG 
WERDER BREMEN vs. SCHALKE 04 

HANNOVER 96 vs. KAISERSLAUTERN 
MAINZ 05 vs. BORUSSIA MONCHENGLADBACH 

NURNBERG vs. BAYER LEVERKUSEN 
STUTTGART vs. WOLFSBURG 

FC KOLN vs. BAYERN MUNICH 
AUGSBURG vs. HAMBURG 

HERTHA BERLIN vs. HOFFENHEIM 
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ITALY: SERIE A TIM 
Cagliari outclassed Catania 3-0 courtesy of Thiago Ribeiro, Mauricio Pinilla and Victor Ibarbo 
goals while a Maximiliano Moralez strike saw Atalanta edge out Chievo 1-0. The win was 
Cagliari's first in four games, with Ribeiro giving the home side the lead on 21 minutes before 
Pinilla doubled the advantage in the 79th minute. Catania threw players forward in a 
desperate attempt to secure at least a point late on, allowing Ibarbo to add a third for Cagliari 
deep into stoppage time. 

 
Atalanta climbed to ninth on the Serie A table with their first win at home in a month. Moralez broke the deadlock in 
the 72nd minute in a tense fixture that saw a number of heated exchanges between opposing players.  
 
Bottom side Cesena held the undefeated Juventus for 80 minutes before Marco Borriello broke the deadlock, while 

Milan waited 86 minutes for Kevin Prince 
Boateng (pictured left) to strike against 
10-man Genoa, who earlier had Bosko 
Jankovic sent off. 
 
Novara kept their slim hopes of Serie A 
survival alive with a surprise 2-1 win at 
home to Lazio. Lazio's Antonio Candreva 
conceded an own goal on 35 minutes but 
was relieved as Giuseppe Mascara 
equalised two minutes later. Frenchman 
Mobido Diakite scored the winner in the 
79th minute, condemning Lazio to their 
fifth loss in eight games. 

 
Lazio remain third on the Serie A table but have had their advantage cut to one point, with Napoli breathing down 
their necks in fourth place, while Novara are in 19th position - still eighth points from safety with only four games 
remaining. 
 
Slovak Marek Hamsik and in-demand Uruguayan Edison Cavani scored on either side of half time respectively as 
Napoli outclassed relegation-threatened Lecce 2-1 in Lecce. 
 
Udinese suffered a 3-1 loss at home to Inter Milan. Wesley Sneijder netted a brace and Ricardo Alvarez added a third 
before half time after Danilo had opened Udinese's account in the sixth minute. 
 
Fiorentina moved further away from the drop zone with a 2-1 upset of Roma at the Stadio Olimpico. Francesco Totti 
cancelled out Stevan Jovetic's opening goal before the visitors secured the three points courtesy of Andrea Lazzari in 
injury time. Pablo Osvaldo was sent off for Roma, who dropped to seventh behind Inter. 
 
Elsewhere on Wednesday, Siena hosted Bologna in a 1-1 draw while Parma came from a goal down to defeat 
Palermo 2-1. 
 
Napoli moved into third in the Serie A on Saturday after a 2-2 draw with Roma but will be upset to have missed the 
win. The visitors looked on their way to a victory before Roma's Fabio Simplicio struck in the 87th minute to force a 
draw. Roma hit the front four minutes before half-time when Marquinho smashed home Aleandro Rosi's right-wing 
cross, but three minutes after the break Napoli equalised when Juan Zuniga shot powerfully from outside the area 
past Romanian goalkeeper Bogdan Lobont. Napoli were 2-1 up in the 67th minute after a rapid counter-attack. 
Edinson Cavani ended up with the ball on the left-hand side of the box, cut inside and curled the ball inside the far 
post. But Walter Mazzarri's side missed out on victory when Junior Tallo crossed to Simplicio and the Brazilian 
midfielder volleyed the ball into the back of the net. While Napoli moved above Lazio into third spot, Italy's final 
berth to next season's European Champions League, it is only on goal difference and Lazio have a game in hand. 
 
In the Sicilian derby, Palermo came from behind to secure a 1-1 draw with Catania. Catania had the better early 
chances and took the lead in the 25th minute when a cross from the left was nodded back across goal by Pablo 

Barrientos to Nicola Legrottaglie (pictured 
lower right) and the 35-year-old defender 
headed the ball into the back of the net. But 
the home side's captain Fabrizio Miccoli 
equalised just two minutes into the second 
half when he ran onto a long pass and his 
shot beat Catania's goalkeeper Juan Pablo 
Carrizo at the near post. Palermo moved 
above Fiorentina into 14th are now seven 
points clear of the relegation zone with 
three games to go, while Catania are eighth. 
 
Cagliari also moved ahead of Fiorentina on 
Saturday with a 0-0 draw against 10th-
placed Chievo. 
 
Genoa showed great mettle to repeatedly 
fight back at the Dall’Ara, but were defeated 

3-2 and slide closer to the nightmare of relegation. Bologna took the lead with the first real opportunity of the match 
after 24 minutes. A left-sided free kick was whipped in to the six-yard box by Alessandro Diamanti (pictured left), 
where Daniele Portanova got away from his markers for a free header. That became 2-0 when a cross-field pass 
found Marco Di Vaio and his angled drive was beaten away by Sebastien Frey, but only into the path of Gaston 
Ramirez for the easiest of tap-ins. Genoa were more attacking in this half and pulled a goal back. A long free kick was 
nodded from the by-line to the near post by Marco Rossi, where Rodrigo Palacio got the decisive header from six 
yards. However, Bologna restored the two-goal cushion with a well-worked move, as Belfodil burst past Rossi down 
the left, pulled back for Diamanti to spread the play for Gyorgy Garics to side-foot home from 12 yards. Sculli’s shot 
was deflected over the bar by Portanova, but it still wasn’t over as Genoa again got back into the game with 13 

 
RESULTS 

Tuesday 24th April 2012 
CAGLIARI 3-0 CATANIA 
ATALANTA 1-0 CHIEVO 

 
Wednesday 25th April 2012 

NOVARA 2-1 LAZIO 
SIENA 1-1 BOLOGNA 

ROMA 1-2 FIORENTINA 
UDINESE 1-3 INTER MILAN 

LECCE 0-2 NAPOLI 
PALERMO 1-2 PARMA 

MILAN 1-0 GENOA 
CESENA 0-1 JUVENTUS 

 
Saturday 28th April 2012 
PALERMO 1-1 CATANIA 
CAGLIARI 0-0 CHIEVO 

ROMA 2-2 NAPOLI 
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
BOLOGNA 3-2 GENOA 

INTER MILAN 2-1 CESENA 
ATALANTA 2-0 FIORENTINA 

NOVARA 0-4 JUVENTUS 
SIENA 1-4 MILAN 
LECCE 1-2 PARMA 
UDINESE 2-0 LAZIO 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 JUVENTUS 35 21 14 0 77 

2 AC MILAN 35 22 8 5 74 

3 NAPOLI 35 14 13 8 55 

4 UDINESE 35 15 10 10 55 

5 INTER 35 16 7 12 55 

6 LAZIO 35 16 7 12 55 

7 ROMA 35 15 6 14 51 

8 CATANIA 35 11 14 10 47 

9 PARMA 35 12 11 12 47 

10 ATALANTA 35 13 13 9 46 

11 BOLOGNA 35 11 12 12 45 

12 CHIEVO 35 11 11 13 44 

13 SIENA 35 11 10 14 43 

14 PALERMO 35 11 9 15 42 

15 CAGLIARI 35 10 12 13 42 

16 FIORENTINA 35 10 11 14 41 

17 GENOA 35 9 9 17 36 

18 LECCE 35 8 11 16 35 

19 NOVARA 35 6 10 19 28 

20 CESENA 35 4 10 21 22 
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minutes left. Palacio went on a pacey run from midfield and nutmegged Taider when rolling across the box for 
substitute Cristobal Jorquera to fire home at the back post. 
 
Inter had to fight back from a shock opener to scrape a 2-1 victory over already-relegated Cesena. Cesena did take 
the lead in this one when Rodriguez hit a cross field pass for Luca Ceccarelli, whose strange cross-shot from the 
outside edge of the box flew past Castellazzi into the far top corner. The celebrations lasted only 90 seconds, as Joel 
Obi’s horribly wayward shot took a massive deflection off Steve Von Bergen to leave his own goalkeeper helpless.  
Fredy Guarin blasted over, but substitute Mauro Zarate gave Inter the lead for the first time. Milito sprung the offside 
trap from a long Sneijder pass, his shot was charged down and the ball was put back in by Guarin for Zarate’s 
cushioned header from six yards. 
 
Atalanta mathematically secured their Serie A safety with this a comfortable 2-0 win against Fiorentina. An early 
Giampaolo Bellini cross-shot clipped the crossbar, but it was German Denis who broke the deadlock at the 11th 
minute. A ball over the top allowed Denis to spring the offside trap and nod in totally undisturbed at the back post. 
Atalanta doubled their lead when a series of shots were charged down from Denis and Maxi Moralez before Simone 
Bonaventura swung his boot on the loose ball from the penalty spot. Fiorentina were given a way back into the game 
for Cristiano Raimondi’s shirt tug on Acosty. However, Jovetic stepped up and his penalty was well saved by Consigli.  
 
Juventus made short work of Novara in a 4-0 victory with Mirko Vucinic bagging a brace to send them closer to the 
Scudetto. Juve took the lead with Mirko Vucinic, who volleyed a Pirlo free kick in off the underside of the crossbar. He 
almost had his back to goal, but got behind his defender to flick in a strange finish. Stephan Lichtsteiner came sliding 
in to fire over the bar 
from close range, while 
Emanuele Giaccherini’s 
curler was well off 
target. Another 
Giaccherini attempt was 
considerably more 
impressive, although 
the volley across the 
face of goal was again 
wide from Pirlo’s 
chipped pass. Juventus 
doubled their lead 
when Giaccherini got 
down the left and 
crossed for Borriello’s 
diving header unmarked 
from six yards. Pirlo’s 
long ball had started the 
move, knocked back from the by-line by Claudio Marchisio. Arturo Vidal (pictured above) completed the rout 
moments later, as Vucinic ran on to a Lichtsteiner through ball and forced a tough save out of the goalkeeper at the 
near post, but Fontana could do nothing on Vidal’s follow-up. Buffon’s palms were stung by a fierce free kick touched 
on for Mazzarani, but it was all Juventus at the Stadio Piola and Vucinic got the fourth. Giaccherini skipped to the by-
line and had his shot parried at the near post, but Vucinic tapped in the loose ball on the rebound.  
 
Antonio Cassano (pictured right) marked his first start in six months with a goal and two assists as Milan conquered 
Siena 4-1. Cassano marked his comeback with a goal to put Milan in front. Ibrahimovic sprung the offside trap and 
pulled back, but Brkic fumbled the ball at the near post and allowed Cassano to tap in the rebound. It was a howler 
from the goalkeeper. Milan made it 2-0 with a moment of magic from Ibra. The Swede gathered from Cassano and 
got a bit of space in the box to immediately smash a rocket under the bar from 12 yards. The home side did get back 
into the game in the final minutes. Brienza combined with Destro for an angled drive parried with one hand by 
Christian Abbiati, but Bogdani pounced on the loose ball from four yards. Milan were under pressure, but Antonio 
Nocerino went on a magnificent solo run from the centre-circle to secure their victory. He dribbled between three 
Siena players and kept his cool to smash under the bar from 12 yards. With the last kick of the game, Cassano turned 
in the area and rolled across for Ibrahimovic to stroke home the fourth goal. 
 
Lecce’s hopes of staying in Serie A took a massive blow with their second consecutive home defeat, as Parma 
pounced on errors. Parma took a deserved lead on 67 minutes with a moment of magic from Giovinco, who curled a 
trademark free kick over the wall and into the near top corner. Lecce went close to an equaliser on 75 minutes when 
a free kick found Leonardo Miglionico’s header and Jonathan Biabiany performed an acrobatic clearance in front of 
the line, then there were appeals for a handling offence as the ball ricocheted around the box. It was a costly 
incident, as soon after Parma doubled their lead. Gabriel Paletta came from behind to spring the offside trap on an 
inspired Jaime Valdes cross-field pass and kept his cool to delicately chip the on-rushing Massimiliano Benassi. Lecce 
did manage to pull one back in the final minutes when a set play found the Nenad Tomovic glancing header at the 
base of the near post. 
 
Antonio Di Natale (pictured right) proved the difference on the night as Udinese beat injury-hit Lazio in tense 
circumstances to catch them, Napoli and Inter in joint third place. Udinese was the attacking side throughout and a 
strange Basta strike looped inches past the far top corner of the net off the outside of his right boot. Marchetti 
smothered an Asamoah daisy-cutter and the Friulani finally found a breakthrough. Goalkeeper Federico Marchetti 
went up for a Lazio corner kick in the dying moments and was close to getting his head to it, but with the goalkeeper 
halfway up the field Udinese went on the counter-attack and Pereyra was able to deposit into an empty net. Lazio 
were livid and a scuffle broke out at the final whistle, as they heard a whistle from the crowd and stopped playing. 
Andre Dias was particularly furious and was sent off for his protests, while play was halted for several minutes as the 
referee tried to restore calm amid absolutely chaotic scenes on the touchline. The final whistle did eventually go after 
Scaloni refused to leave the referee alone and was booked, while he then had to be dragged off the field by 
teammate Cristian Ledesma. 
 

 
FIXTURES 

Tuesday 1st May 2012 
CHIEVO vs. ROMA 

NAPOLI vs. PALERMO 
 

Wednesday 2nd May 2012 
AC MILAN vs. ATALANTA 
CATANIA vs. BOLOGNA 

GENOA vs. CAGLIARI 
PARMA vs. INTER MILAN 

JUVENTUS vs. LECCE 
FIORENTINA vs. NOVARA 

LAZIO vs. SIENA 
CESENA vs. UDINESE 

 
Saturday 5th May 2012 
LECCE vs. FIORENTINA 

ROMA vs. CATANIA 
 

Sunday 6th May 2012 
SIENA vs. PARMA 

NOVARA vs. CESENA 
PALERMO vs. CHIEVO 
UDINESE vs. GENOA 

CAGLIARI vs. JUVENTUS 
ATALANTA vs. LAZIO 

BOLOGNA vs. NAPOLI 
INTER MILAN vs. AC MILAN 
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FRANCE: LIGUE 1 
Montpellier have taken a step closer to the Ligue 1 title with a 1-0 win at Toulouse. The only 
goal of the game came after three minutes when Younes Belhanda collected Henri Bedimo's 
pass before he fired into the bottom corner.  The visitors had the chance to double their lead 
from the penalty spot on the hour, but Olivier Giroud's kick was saved by Ali Ahamada after 
Franck Tabanou had handled in the area.  
 

Marseille's extraordinary league slump continued as Lorient strengthened their survival hopes with a 2-1 victory at 
the Stade du Moustoir. Arnold Mvuemba set the hosts on their way with a penalty shortly before half-time and Kevin 
Monnet-Pacquet made it 2-0 in the 52nd minute. Mathieu Valbuena pulled one back for the Coupe de la Ligue 
winners in the 76th minute but they remain without a victory in the league since January. 
 
Lille defeated title-challengers 
Paris Saint-Germain 2-1 on Sunday, 
giving leaders Montpellier a boost 
towards their first Ligue 1 title. 
After Javier Pastore gave PSG the 
lead at the start of the second half, 
Lille hit back with two goals in 
seven minutes to claim victory and 
severely damage the title hopes of 
the capital club. PSG went into the 
match five points behind 
Montpellier but with a game in 
hand after the league-leaders 
defeated Toulouse 1-0 on Friday. 
Victory was crucial for PSG if they 
were to keep the pressure on 
Montpellier and, after a scoreless 
first half, Pastore put them on 
course for a win with a looping header in the 48th minute. But Lille, who are in third place in Ligue 1, drew level in the 
71st minute when Joe Cole split the defence with a fantastic pass from his own half to Nolan Roux and the substitute 
was dragged down in the box by Mamadou Sakho. The PSG defender was sent off and Eden Hazard scored from the 
penalty spot. Lille's second goal was set up by a moment of Hazard brilliance when the 21-year-old attacking 
midfielder crossed the ball with his right foot around the back of his left leg to Tulio De Melo and the big striker 
headed back across goal for Roux to nod the ball home. 
 
Elsewhere, Stade Rennes moved above Lyon and into fourth with a 3-1 win at home to struggling Ajaccio. The visitors 
had Samuel Bouhours sent off in the 10th minute, and they were behind when Julien Feret struck soon after. Razak 
Boukari doubled their advantage five minutes from time, but Brazilian striker Ilan pulled a goal back for the visitors. 
Midfielder Yacine Brahimi settled any nerves the hosts had with his sealer in the 90th minute. 
 
Bottom-placed Auxerre took a step towards safety, thrashing Brest 4-0 to put them within three points of moving out 
of the bottom three. 
 
Valenciennes made the most of their numerical advantage to claim maximum points from their home encounter with 
Nice. The away side were reduced to ten men in the 13th minute when Kevin Anin was punished for violent conduct.  
It took until the 35th minute for the hosts to make the most of Anin's red card. Following a goalmouth scramble 
Foued Kadir was on hand to fire in from close range. The victory was sealed nine minutes after the restart when 

midfielder Didier Digard 
sent the ball into his own 
net. 
 
Bordeaux cruised to 3-0 
victory at 19th-place 
Sochaux thanks to goals 
from Brazilian winger 
Jussie, midfielder Nicolas 
Maurice-Belay and 
forward Henri Saivet. 
Sochaux finished the 
match with nine players 
after Sebastien Roudet 
and Modibo Maiga were 
sent off midway through 
the second half. 
 
In other Ligue 1 results on 
Sunday, Saint-Etienne 
striker Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang's 14th goal 
of the season was enough 
for a 1-0 win against 
Dijon. 
 
Caen got a valuable point 
in its relegation scrap, but 

had to settle for a 1-1 draw after Nancy striker Benjamin Moukandjo's late goal canceled out M'Baye Niang's 
(pictured above) first-half effort.  
 
 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 27th April 2012 
TOULOUSE 0-1 MONTPELLIER 

LORIENT 2-1 MARSEILLE 
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
AUXERRE 4-0 BREST 

NANCY 1-1 CAEN 
STADE RENNES 3-1 AJACCIO 
SAINT-ETIENNE 1-0 DIJON 
SOCHAUX 0-3 BORDEUAX 
VALENCIENNES 2-0 NICE 

LILLE 2-1 PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MONTPELLIER 34 22 6 6 72 

2 PSG 34 19 10 5 67 

3 LILLE 34 18 11 5 65 

4 RENNES 34 16 9 9 57 

5 LYON 34 17 5 11 56 

6 ST. ETIENNE 34 16 8 10 56 

7 TOULOUSE 34 15 8 11 53 

8 BORDEAUX 34 12 13 9 49 

9 EVIAN TG 34 12 9 12 45 

10 NANCY 34 10 12 12 42 

11 MARSEILLE 34 10 11 13 41 

12 VALENCIENNES 34 11 7 16 40 

13 LORIENT 34 9 11 14 38 

14 NICE 34 9 10 15 37 

15 CAEN 34 8 11 15 35 

16 DIJON 34 9 7 18 34 

17 AJACCIO 34 7 13 14 34 

18 BREST 34 6 15 13 33 

19 SOCHAUX 34 8 9 17 33 

20 AUXERRE 34 6 13 15 31 

 
 

FIXTURES 
 

Tuesday 1st May 2012 
MONTPELLIER vs. EVIAN TG 

 
Wednesday 2nd May 2012 

AJACCIO vs. SOCHAUX 
BORDEAUX vs. STADE RENNES 

BREST vs. TOULOUSE 
CAEN vs. LORIENT 

DIJON vs. AUXERRE 
LYON vs. VALENCIENNES 

MARSEILLE vs. NANCY 
NICE vs. LILLE 

PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN vs. SAINT ETIENNE 
 

Sunday 6th May 2012 
EVIAN TG vs. AJACCIO 

LYON vs. BREST 
VALENCIENNES vs. PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN 

 
Monday 7th May 2012 

AUXERRE vs. BORDEAUX 
LILLE vs. CAEN 

LORIENT vs. DIJON 
SAINT-ETEINNE vs. MARSEILLE 

SOCHAUX vs. NANCY 
TOULOUSE vs. NICE 

STADE RENNES vs. MONTPELLIER 
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COUPE DE FRANCE 
 Lyon lifted their first trophy since 2008 after beating Quevilly 1-0 in the Coupe de France final 
at the Stade de France on Saturday night. Lisandro Lopez broke the deadlock after 28 minutes 
with a fine finish from Alexandre Lacazette's cross. The Argentine had moments before hit the 
post with an effort, though recovered to net his seventh goal in the competition. Third-tier 
Quevilly were a match for their big-name opponents, and themselves saw a chance come 

back off the crossbar through Anthony Laup. The early goal proved enough for Lyon though, as the minnows were 
unable to complete the biggest of cup shocks. Regis Brouard's unfancied side enjoyed much of the early possession in 
the French capital, forcing Hugo Lloris into a number of early stops. A free-kick from Matthias Jouan evaded a suspect 
defence, though Joris Colinet could not connect a decisive touch on the ball. Lyon, who failed to muster even a shot 
on target in the Coupe de 
la Ligue final two weeks ago, 
improved and were unlucky 
not to be ahead when 
Lisandro controlled superbly 
but saw his shot on the turn 
come back off the post. 
Alexandre Lacazette's 
galloping run saw him beat 
the goalkeeper, but his tame 
strike was heroically 
cleared off the line by Frederic 
Weis as the amateur 
side breathed another 
sigh of relief. Quevilly's 
luck would run out eventually 
though, and it happened 
just before the half hour mark. 
A fine build-up from 
Gomis saw him locate Lacazette who evaded the goalkeeper's clutches with another mazy run, and his cross towards 
Lisandro was met with a sumptous volley into the bottom corner of the net. Lyon started the second half much like 
they ended the first - in total control, with Quevilly only managing flashes of brilliance. Lyon were again denied by the 
goalpost when Lacazette's shot came back off the woodwork after a deflection of a defender, while Bafetimbi Gomis 
scuffed a good chance after connecting with Aly Cissokho's low cross. But the misses mattered little in the end, with 
Lyon holding on to lift their fifth Coupe de France. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 28th April 2012 
LYON 1-0 QUEVILLY 
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NETHERLANDS: EREDIVISIE 
FC Groningen were held to a 1-1 draw by lowly De Graafschap at Euroborg on Friday evening 
to extinguish their slim hopes of a UEFA Europa League play-off spot. Matias Jones gave the 
home side a 33rd-minute lead but De Graafschap levelled through Anco Jansen's goal with 
just over 20 minutes to go. 
 

A double from Bas Dost (pictured right) took 
his Eredivisie tally to 30 for the season as 
Heerenveen moved into fourth place with 
victory in an exciting match away to Heracles 
Almelo. Heracles' own outside hopes of 
claiming a Europa League play-off place 
receded further with this defeat, while 
Heerenveen have now scored 11 times in 
winning their last three away league games. 
The hosts carved out the first opening after 
10 minutes when Everton's powerful header 
was saved by Heerenveen goalkeeper 
Kristoffer Nordfeldt, and two minutes later 
Dost opened the scoring. Luciano Narsingh's 
shot was only parried by Heracles goalkeeper 
Remko Pasveer and Dost was on hand to turn 
home the rebound. Nordfeldt was called on to keep out a shot from Samuel Armenteros after he led a Heracles 
counter-attack, but there was no further score in an end-to-end first half. Heracles started the second half positively 
as Thomas Bruns fired over, but Heerenveen doubled their advantage 10 minutes in as Narsingh took possession in a 
quick breakaway, beat Tim Breukers and gave Pasveer no chance with a shot from inside the box. The hosts quickly 
halved the deficit as Kwame Quansah was fouled in the box by Michel Breuer and Willy Overtoom coolly converted 
the penalty. Heerenveen restored their two-goal cushion in the 69th minute as Filip Djuricic saw off the attentions of 
defender Antoine van der Linden before placing a shot beyond Pasveer, but Heracles kept themselves in it as Bruns 
turned in the second from Everton's 73rd-minute cross. Dost had the final word in an entertaining game though, 
latching onto Narsingh's lobbed ball into the box and applying a confident finish.  
 
Excelsior remained bottom of the Eredivisie as they threw away a two-goal lead to lose at Vitesse Arnhem. The 
visitors looked set to move above De Graafschap when an own goal from Jan-Arie van der Heijden and a Roland 
Alberg effort put them 2-0 in front. Alexander Buttner pulled one back from the penalty spot in first-half injury time 
and, after Excelsior had Jordy van Deelen sent off in the 75th minute, levelled with another penalty 10 minutes from 
time. And worse was to come for the 10 men as Marco van Ginkel completed the Vitesse comeback two minutes into 
added time. It was the second game running in which Excelsior had conceded a winner at the death following last 
weekend's defeat to FC Twente. 
 
NAC Breda scored twice in the closing seconds to defeat FC Utrecht and all-but guarantee their safety. Frank 
Demouge put Utrecht ahead in the ninth minute and for a long time it looked as if Breda would take nothing from the 
game and remain in serious relegation trouble with two matches to go. Robbert Schilder equalised with 18 minutes 
left and then the visitors mustered their late surge as Alex Schalk netted in the 89th minute and Jeffrey Sarpong 
followed up in added time. 
 

ADO Den Haag defender Kenneth Omeruo (pictured 
left) scored a goal, an own goal and was sent off as 
his side failed secure Eredivisie survival by losing 2-1 
at VVV-Venlo. Omeruo levelled in the 19th minute to 
cancel out Barry Maguire's fifth-minute opener, only 
to put through his own net just three minutes later 
and Omeruo's eventful evening continued as he was 
shown a red card in the 69th minute. A draw or a 
win would have guaranteed ADO another season of 
top-flight football, but instead third-bottom VVV-
Venlo kept alive their hopes of avoiding a relegation 
play-off, moving them to within four points of their 
opponents with two games to go. 

 
On Sunday, Ajax closed in on back-to-back Eredivisie titles after recording a crucial 2-1 win over Twente. Frank De 
Boer's team are almost certain to clinch a 31st league title, sitting six points clear at the top with two matches 
remaining. Hosts Twente dominated the opening half-hour and created several chances, but it was Ajax who opened 
the scoring. Goalkeeper Nikolay Mihaylov brought down Gregory van der Wiel in the area, and former Twente man 
Theo Janssen stepped up and coolly converted the penalty. Emotions boiled over early in the second half when Ola 
John tried to draw a foul from Jan Vertonghen's seemingly harmless challenge, sparking a tussle which saw Toby 
Alderweireld injured by coins thrown from the stands. Despite creating few opportunities in the second half, Twente 
found an equaliser in the 70th minute. Clumsy Ajax defending from a corner saw the ball fall to Leroy Fer, who drew 
his side level with a thumping finish. Ajax required only minutes to respond, with Van der Wiel putting Ajax ahead 
with a powerful strike. The win means Ajax need just a point to secure the title, though the reigning champions' 
superior goal difference means they will likely win the league even if they were to lose their remaining two games. 
 
Feyenoord recorded a precious 1-0 victory at home to AZ Alkmaar, with Otman Bakkal the hero for the hosts. Ronald 
Koeman's men moved into second, the final Champions League place, as Bakkal latched onto a pass from Ron Vlaar 
before beating Esteban for what was the winner against fourth-placed AZ. 
 
PSV Eindhoven are just a point behind Feyenoord in third after their 3-1 victory at Roda JC. Dries Mertens, Marcelo 
and Memphis Depay were all on the scoresheet for Phillip Cocu's men in an eventful encounter at Parkstad Limburg 
Stadion. Roda's goalkeeper Pawel Kieszek was sent off in the 81st minute, and Jeremain Lens missed the penalty 
rewarded for the Pole's foul. 
 
Mid-table sides NEC Nijmegen and RKC Waalwijk played out a 1-1 draw at Stadion de Goffert. 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 27th April 2012 
FC GRONINGEN 1-1 DE GRAAFSCHAP 

 
Saturday 28th April 2012 

HERACLES 2-4 HEERENVEEN 
VITESSE 3-2 EXCELSIOR 

FC UTRECHT 1-3 NAC BREDA 
VVV VENLO 2-1 ADO DEN HAAG 

 
Sunday 29th April 2012 

RODA JC 1-3 PSV EINDHOVEN 
FC TWENTE 1-2 AJAX 

FEYENOORD 1-0 AZ ALKMAAR 
NEC 1-1 RKC WAALWIJK 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 AJAX 32 21 7 4 70 

2 FEYENOORD 32 19 7 6 64 

3 PSV 32 19 6 7 63 

4 AZ ALKMAAR 32 18 7 7 61 

5 HEERENVEEN 32 17 10 5 61 

6 FC TWENTE 32 17 9 6 60 

7 VITESSE 32 15 7 10 52 

8 RODA JC 32 14 2 16 44 

9 RKC WAALWIJK 32 12 6 14 42 

10 NEC 32 12 5 15 41 

11 HERACLES 32 11 7 14 40 

12 FC UTRECHT 32 10 9 13 39 

13 FC GRONINGEN 32 10 6 16 36 

14 NAC BREDA 32 9 7 16 34 

15 ADO DEN HAAG 32 8 8 16 32 

16 VVV VENLO 32 8 4 20 28 

17 DE GRAAFSCHAP 32 5 5 22 20 

18 EXCELSIOR 32 4 6 22 18 

 
 
 
 

FIXTURES 
 

Wednesday 2nd May 2012 
FC GRONINGEN vs. NAC BREDA 

FC UTRECHT vs. VITESSE 
NEC vs. AZ ALKMAAR 

DE GRAAFSCHAP vs. EXCELSIOR 
RKC WAALWIJK vs. RODA JC 

AJAX vs. VVV VENLO 
FEYENOORD vs. HERACLES 

PSV EINDHOVEN vs. ADO DEN HAAG 
FC TWENTE vs. HEERENVEEN 

 
Sunday 6th May 2012 

ADO DEN HAAG vs. DE GRAAFSCHAP 
NAC BREDA vs. RKC WAALWIJK 

VITESSE vs. AJAX 
EXCELSIOR vs. PSV EINDHOVEN 
HEERENVEEN vs. FEYENOORD 

RODA JC vs. FC UTRECHT 
VVV VENLO vs. FC TWENTE 

AZ ALKMAAR vs. FC GRONINGEN 
HERACLES vs. NEC 



 
 

19 
 

RUSSIA: RUSSIAN FOOTBALL PREMIER LEAGUE 
In the relegation group in Friday’s early games both finished goalless, as FC Tomsk failed to 
beat Amkar Perm goalkeeper Sergei Veremko, while Spartak Nalchik’s relegation was 
assured as they failed to beat ten-man Krylya Sovetov. 
 
On Friday afternoon, FC Volga suffered a 2-1 defeat away at FC Krasnodar, handing a 
reprieve to Siberian club FC Tomsk, whose relegation Volga could have sealed. Despite the 

stay of execution, one more point for Volga in their last three games of the season will be enough to seal Tomsk’s 
fate. With no Siberian sides vying for promotion from the First Division, that would leave the Russian Premier 
League without a side east of the Urals for the first time since 2004. Armenian-American striker Yura Movsisyan 
was the hero for Krasnodar, striking home for the hosts’ first goal after four minutes when he picked up Igor 
Lambarsky’s flick. Movsisyan scored his second a minute before the end of the first half, striking from Joaozinho’s 
assist. Former Russia international Andrei Karyaka struck back for Volga on 71 minutes, shortly after Joaozinho 
saw a goal disallowed. Karyaka stepped up to take a penalty and score his fourth goal in six games for the Nizhny 
Novgorod side, as the ball bobbled in after Krasnodar goalkeeper Nukri Revishvili fumbled his save. 
 
Roman Adamov’s third-minute goal was not enough for FC Rostov, who played out a 1-1 home draw with 
Chechen side Terek Grozny on Friday. Adamov rose above Terek goalkeeper Soslan Dzhanaev to head in the 
opener from Estonian full-back Dmitry Kruglov’s deep cross, before Blagoy Georgiev leveled the scores in the 39th 
minute with a low strike into the corner of Stipe Pletikosa’s goal from 20 yards. Zaur Sadaev had a chance to put 
Terek ahead in the 55th minute, but his flick over the onrushing Pletikosa bounced wide of the post. The result 
ensures Terek remain 11th and Rostov 12th, with both teams in danger of ending up in the relegation playoffs for 
the 13th and 14th-placed teams. Three games remain. 
 
In Saturday’s Championship group games, Two deflected Zoran Tosic free kicks brought CSKA a 2-1 win over 
Moscow rivals Spartak on Saturday, keeping the race tight for second place. Both of Tosic's strikes deflected off 
Spartak's Brazilian striker Ari and into the net, but the Premier League's website credited the Serbian with both 
goals. Artem Dzyuba hit an equalizer just before half time, wrong-footing Vasily Berezutsky in the box and firing 
into the roof of the net. The visitors, who forced a series of excellent saves out of CSKA and Russia goalkeeper Igor 
Akinfeev, were reduced to ten men on 81 minutes after Dmitry Kombarov earned a second yellow card. 
 
A late Bibras Natkho penalty rescued a 1-1 draw for Rubin against FC Kuban in the Russian Premier League on 
Saturday, keeping the Kazan side in the hunt for European qualification. The Israeli midfielder scored on 84 
minutes after left back Cristian Ansaldi was fouled in the penalty area. Kuban's Brazilian-born Armenian striker 
Marcos Pizzelli had put the visitors ahead in spectacular style after 69 minutes, beating two defenders and 
smashing the ball into the left corner of the goal. Rubin dominated the game but couldn't convert a host of 
chances, with Vladimir Dyadyun and Alexandr Ryazantsev the worst culprits. They had an injury-time winner from 
Roman Sharonov ruled out for offside. 
 

A double strike from Samuel Eto'o helped Anzhi to 
a 3-1 win over Lokomotiv Moscow on Saturday and 
into fifth in the Russian Premier League, a Europa 
League qualification spot. Lokomotiv defender 
Taras Burlak struck into his own net to put Anzhi 
ahead after 25 minutes. Barely five minutes later, 
Lokomotiv captain Denis Glushakov equalized with 
a pinpoint shot into Vladimir Gabulov's right-hand 
corner after a through pass from Roman 
Pavlyuchenko. Eto'o forced another mistake from 
the Lokomotiv defense to put his team 2-1 ahead 
on 65 minutes, taking the ball down on his chest 
and rifling it into the opposing corner of the goal. In 
the 86th minute Lokomotiv substitute Dmitry 
Sychev celebrated a goal that was eventually ruled 
out for offside. Eto'o hit his third goal in the last 

two games in injury time, waltzing past two Lokomotiv defenders before burying the ball into the corner. Anzhi 
jump one place to fifth with 66 points, sending Lokomotiv to sixth, a point behind and out of the Euro 
qualification zone. 
 
Finally, Zenit St. 
Petersburg clinched 
their second successive 
Russian Premier League 
title with three games to 
spare on Saturday after 
a 2-1 victory over 
Dynamo Moscow. 
Roman Shirokov put 
Zenit ahead on 30 
minutes, coolly slotting 
under Anton Shunin in 
the Dynamo goal. An 
Alexander Kerzhakov 
penalty doubled the 
lead six minutes later, 
before Dyanmo 
defender Alexandru 
Epureanu pulled one 
back before the break. Zenit survived the last 35 minutes with 10 men after Konstantin Zyryanov was sent off for 
a second yellow card. The result takes Zenit to 84 points, 15 ahead of second-placed Dynamo with nine points left 
to play for. A pitch invasion ensued, with fans tearing apart both goals and tearing shirts off the players. It is 
Zenit's second-straight title and third since 2007. 
 

 
RESULTS 

 
RELEGATION GROUP 
Friday 27th April 2012 

TOM TOMSK 0-0 AMKAR PERM 
SPARTAK NALCHIK 0-0 KRYLYA SOVETOV 

FK KRASNODAR 1-2 VOLGA 
FK ROSTOV 1-1 TEREK GROZNY 

 
CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 
Saturday 28th April 2012 

ANZHI MAKHACHKALA 3-1 LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 
RUBIN KAZAN 1-1 KUBAN KRASNODAR 
CSKA MOSCOW 2-1 SPARTAK MOSCOW 

ZENIT ST. PETERSBURG 2-1 DINAMO MOSCOW 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ZENIT 41 23 15 3 84 

2 DINAMO 41 20 9 12 69 

3 CSKA 41 18 15 8 69 

4 SPARTAK 41 19 11 11 68 

5 ANZHI 41 18 12 11 66 

6 LOKOMOTIV 41 18 12 11 65 

7 RUBIN KAZAN 41 16 16 9 64 

8 KUBAN KRASNODAR 41 15 13 13 58 

 
RELEGATION GROUP 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

9 FK KRASNODAR 41 16 11 14 59 

10 AMKAR PERM 41 13 12 16 51 

11 TEREK GROZNY 41 12 9 20 45 

12 FK ROSTOV 41 11 11 19 44 

13 KRYLYA SOVETOV 41 10 14 17 44 

14 VOLGA 41 12 5 24 41 

15 TOM TOMSK 41 7 12 22 33 

16 SPARTAK NALCHIK  41 7 10 24 31 

 
FIXTURES 

 
CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 

Wednesday 2nd May 2012 
SPARTAK MOSCOW vs. DINAMO MOSCOW 
RUBIN KAZAN vs. ZENIT ST. PETERSBURG 

LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW vs. CSKA MOSCOW 
KUBAN KRASNODAR vs. ANZHI MAKHACHKALA 

 
Sunday 6th May 2012 

DINAMO MOSCOW vs. LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 
ZENIT ST. PETERSBURG vs. SPARTAK MOSCOW 

ANZHI MAKHACHKALA vs. RUBIN KAZAN 
 

Monday 7
th

 May 2012 
CSKA MOSCOW vs. KUBAN KRASNODAR 

 
RELEGATION GROUP 

Wednesday 2nd May 2012 
SPARTAK NALCHIK vs. FK ROSTOV 

AMKAR PERM vs. KRASNODAR 
VOLGA vs. TEREK GROZNY 

 
Thursday 3rd May 2012 

KRYLYA SOVETOV vs. TOM TOMSK 
 

Sunday 6th May 2012 
ROSTOV vs. VOLGA 

TEREK GROZNY vs. AMKAR PERM 
 

Monday 7th May 2012 
TOM TOMSK vs. SPARTAK NALCHIK 
KRASNODAR vs. KRYLYA SOVETOV 
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SOUTH AMERICA 
 

COPA LIBERTADORES – Round of 16 – 1
st

 Leg 
Defending champion Santos lost 2-1 to Bolivar in the high altitude of La Paz on Wednesday in the first 
leg of their round-of-16 match in the Copa Libertadores. Bolivar striker Jhasmany Campos (pictured 
below) scored from free kicks in each half. In Wednesday's other game, two-time champion 
Internacional was held to a scoreless draw at home by Fluminense in the first leg of their all-Brazilian 
match. 

 
In La Paz, Campos opened the 
scoring just two minutes into 
the match with a powerful shot 
from long range. The ball struck 
the post and bounced off the 
back of Santos goalkeeper 
Rafael before going in. Campos 
struck again with another free 
kick in the 75th minute, firing a 
shot over the wall and into the 
top left corner of the net. 
Santos' goal came with defender 
Maranhao in the 35th. Elano's 
free kick was partially saved by Bolivar goalkeeper Marcos Arguello but the ball wasn't cleared by the defense in time before 
Maranhao blasted it into the net. Santos striker Neymar (pictured below) was hit in the face by an unidentified object while 
taking a corner late in the second half but was not seriously injured. Neymar nearly equalized in the final minutes, but his 
shot from just inside the area was tipped over by Arguello. Neymar is one goal shy of his 100th career score with Santos, the 
Brazilian club made famous by Pele in the 1960s. The 20-year-old Neymar left the field loudly complaining of the tough fouls 
on him. ''This is not over yet, we still have the return match to play,'' Neymar said. Santos was satisfied with a one-goal loss, 
acknowledging the difficulty of playing the Bolivian opponent at altitude, and will be expected to overturn that deficit in the 
second leg next month in the coastal conditions of Santos, outside Sao Paulo. 
 

 
 
In the southern Brazilian city of Porto Alegre, Argentine playmaker Jesus Datolo missed a 58th-minute penalty for 
Internacional. Datolo had his shot from the spot saved by Fluminense goalkeeper Diego Cavalieri (pictured top right), who 
dived to his left to deflect the ball wide at the Beira-Rio stadium. The penalty was awarded when Fluminense defender 
Anderson fouled Leandro Damiao inside the area as Internacional's star striker prepared for a shot on goal. Fluminense had 
one of its best chances just a minute later when forward Rafael Sobis fired a dangerous cross shot from inside the area, 
forcing Internacional goalkeeper Muriel to make a difficult save. Internacional played without injured Argentine playmaker 
Andres D'Alessandro because of a muscle injury sustained in the win over Veranopolis in the Rio Grande do Sul state 
championship on Sunday. D'Alessandro will be sidelined for about a month, which means he also won't be available for the 
return match in Rio de Janeiro in two weeks. Fluminense, the Copa Libertadores runner-up in 2008, finished the group stage 
with the best campaign among all clubs, while Internacional advanced as the worst team among those that reached the 
second round of Latin America's most important club competition. 
 

 
RESULTS 

Thursday 26th April 2012 
INTERNACIONAL 0-0 FLUMINENSE 

BOLIVAR 2-1 SANTOS 
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ARGENTINA: PRIMERA DIVISION CLAUSURA 
Velez Sarsfield gained a vital 2-0 away win to Estudiantes.  First-half goals from Federico Insúa 
and Juan Manuel Martínez made sure of the three points. 
 
Lanus moved into mid-table with a 3-1 home success over Racing Club. Carlos Izquierdoz and 
Mariano Pavone gave Lanus a two-goal interval lead and Silvio Romero wrapped up the points in 
the 65th minute, before substitute Valentin Viola pulled a goal back five minutes from the end. 

 
San Martín San Juan won their clásico with Godoy Cruz 1-0 with a goal from  
 

 
 
A spectacular overhead kick strike from Santiago Silva (pictured above) was enough to give Boca the three points 
necessary to take outright lead in the Clausura, as the Uruguayan netted his first goal in front of his side's home fans on 
Saturday evening. After Newell's were held to a draw, the Xeneize knew that a win against the Santafesino visitors 
would take them back to the summit, one point ahead of Velez Sarsfield. Julio Falcioni's team surged into the lead with 
10 minutes left of the first half; a storming run from Walter Erviti got the hosts moving, before Dario Cvitanich's cross 
was converted by Silva's brilliant volley.  Boca then had to withstand the expulsions of both Juan Manuel Insaurralde 
and Clemente Rodriguez in a bad-tempered end to the match, but the nine-man home team stood firm and picked up 
what could prove to be a priceless triumph with just seven games left in the season. Colon meanwhile drop to ninth in 
the Clausura standings, after a result that all but extinguishes their hopes of lifting the title.  
 
2011 Clausura winners Velez put in an impressive performance to see off the challenge of Estudiantes in La Plata, 
ensuring their place in the fight for 2012's title thanks to two goals in the first half.  The Fortin knew that a win over the 
Pincha would make them temporary league leaders thanks to playing the first game of the weekend, and they wasted 
no time against an Estudiantes team that had slumped to three defeats and a draw in their last four outings. Federico 
Insua opened the scoring after 22 minutes, with an accomplished finish from close range that gave Andujar no chance.  
12 minutes later the advantage was doubled. Juan Manuel Martinez was on target as he nodded in a corner at the near 
post to put Velez 2-0 up. Ricardo Gareca's men were pegged back to second by Boca's victory, but lie just one point 
behind as they prepare for Tuesday's Libertadores voyage to Medellin and Atletico Nacional. 
 
In Sunday’s action, Independiente climbed into the top half with a 2-0 win over Banfield. However, the home side left it 
late before seeing off their second from bottom opponents, with Osmar Ferreyra and Ernesto Farias netting in the last 
19 minutes.  
 
Olimpo's plight at the foot of Argentina's Clausura continues after a 2-0 defeat to Union Santa Fe. Jorge Velazquez and 
Matias Donnet netted inside the last 18 minutes as the home side moved up to seventh and inflicted a sixth defeat in 
seven away games on the bottom club. Ricardo Caruso Lombardi continues unbeaten at the helm of San Lorenzo, as the 
Cuervo picked up a vital win to further strengthen their bid to escape relegation. Having picked up a win and two draws 
since taking over from Leonardo Madelon in April, Caruso was delighted on the sidelines when his team took a first-half 
lead. A sumptuous cross from Gonzalo Bazan met perfectly with the head of Juan Manuel Salgueiro, and the forward 
finished well to put San Lorenzo one up on the half hour. The hosts had plenty of chances to kill off proceedings in Bajo 
Flores, but profligacy in front of goal raised fears that a late equaliser could cost them all three points, as had happened 
the previous week against Banfield. Emanuel Gigliotti put those worries to bed, however; minutes after missing a clear 
opportunity, the former All Boys player made amends by diving in to convert with 10 minutes to go.  The win gives San 
Lore a four point cushion over Tigre in direct relegation, and their next targets will be Rafaela as they attempt to escape 
from a promotion play-off at the end of the season. 
 
In the other match played, Argentinos Juniors are still seeking a first home win after a goalless draw with Atletico 
Rafaela. 
 
In the Monday night game, Tigre missed out on the chance to go second in the Clausura table as they were held to a 1-1 
draw at Belgrano Cordoba. Tigre looked on course for a win which would have taken them above Newell's Old Boys 
when Ezequiel Maggiolo put them ahead in the 21st minute. But Guillermo Farre levelled five minutes into the second 
half, meaning they had to be content with finishing the weekend in third place. 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 27th April 2012 
ESTUDIANTES 0-2 VELEZ SARSFIELD 

 
Saturday 28th April 2012 
LANUS 3-1 RACING CLUB 

SAN MARTIN SAN JUAN 1-0 GODOY CRUZ 
NEWELLS OLD BOYS 1-1 ALL BOYS 

BOCA JUNIORS 1-0 COLON  
 

Sunday 29th April 2012 
INDEPENDIENTE 2-0 BANFIELD 

ARGENTINOS JUNIORS 0-0 ATLÉTICO RAFAELA 
UNION SANTE FE 2-0 OLIMPO 
SAN LORENZO 2-0 ARSENAL 

 
Monday 30th April 2012 
BELGRANO 1-1 TIGRE 

 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 BOCA JUNIORS 12 7 3 2 24 

2 NEWELLS OLD BOYS 12 6 4 2 22 

3 TIGRE 12 6 3 3 21 

4 VELEZ SARSFIELD 11 5 5 1 20 

5 ALL BOYS 12 5 5 2 20 

6 ARSENAL 12 5 4 3 19 

7 UNION SANTE FE 12 4 6 2 18 

8 INDEPENDIENTE 12 5 2 5 17 

9 COLON SANTE FE 12 4 5 3 17 

10 BELGRANO 12 4 5 3 17 

11 SAN LORENZO 12 4 4 4 16 

12 ESTUDIANTES 12 4 4 4 16 

13 LANUS 12 4 2 6 14 

14 ATLETICO RAFAELA 12 4 2 6 14 

15 ARGENTINOS JRS 12 3 4 5 13 

16 SAN MARTIN 12 3 3 5 12 

17 RACING CLUB 12 3 3 6 12 

18 GODOY CRUZ 12 1 7 4 10 

19 BANFIELD 12 2 4 6 10 

20 OLIMPO 12 2 1 9 7 

 
 

FIXTURES 
Saturday 5th May 2012 

BANFIELD vs. SAN MARTIN SAN JUAN 
TIGRE vs. UNION SANTE FE 

ARSENAL vs. INDEPENDIENTE 
 

Sunday 6th May 2012 
VELEZ SARSFIELD vs. ARGENTINOS JRS 

GODOY CRUZ vs. LANUS 
ALL BOYS vs. SAN LORENZO 

OLIMPO vs. NEWELLS OLD BOYS 
RACING CLUB vs. ESTUDIANTES 

ATLETICO RAFAELA vs. BOCA JUNIORS 
 

Monday 7th May 2012 
COLON vs. BELGRANO 
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BRAZIL: CAMPEONATO PAULISTA A1 
Young superstar Neymar (pictured right) scored a hat-trick to put his side one game away from 
securing their third consecutive Paulista title, a feat not achieved by any club since the time of 
Pele. Santos secured their spot in the final of the Campeonato Paulista with a 3-1 win over Sao 
Paulo at the Morumbi. The visitors took an early lead when Alan Kardec was felled inside the 
area by Paulo Miranda after just two minutes of play. Neymar stepped up and converted the 
penalty with aplomb, scoring his 100th goal for the club. However, Santos struggled to take 

charge of the game after going ahead and in the 10th minute Paulo Miranda almost atoned for his penalty error but his 
header hit the post. The Peixe were remaining tough to break down and Sao Paulo were running out of ideas in the final 
third. The hosts were made to rue their missed chances when Rhodolfo gave the ball away to Ganso in his own half. He 
then released Neymar who outpaced Paulo Miranda and slotted a cool finish past Denis into the bottom corner. Sao 
Paulo missed two chances to pull one back through Lucas and Paulo Miranda soon after the restart but Neymar came 
closer when he hit the post with five second-half minutes played. The Tricolor Paulista created more chances and 
moments after Willian Jose hit the post, he found the net with a tidy finish. The hosts were in the ascendancy and in the 
65th minute substitute goalkeeper Aranha made a fantastic save to deny Cicero's wicked free kick from finding the top 
corner. Santos were limited to the counterattack but it paid dividends when Neymar completed his hat-trick with a 
bullet shot that Denis was unable to keep out, putting the game beyond doubt. Cicero was sent off in the dying 
moments and it will be Santos who will be competing in the Paulista final. They can become the first team to win the 
trophy three consecutive times since Pele lead the club to the feat in the 1960s. 
 
Serie B side Guarani came from behind against Ponte Preta in the Campineiro derby to win 3-1 and book a date against 
reigning champions Santos in the final. The game began evenly with neither team dictating the match. Both teams 
struggled to test the opposing goalkeepers with the ball being highly contested in midfield, and it was not until 10 
minutes before half time when the derby burst into life. Guarani should have gone ahead but Domingos headed wide 
from inside the six-yard box after a great delivery from Danilo Sacramento. The glaring miss proved costly as Ponte 
Preta took charge, against the run of play, in the 39th minute. Caio showed fantastic close control at the top of the box 
before firing a low reverse shot into the bottom corner that was disguised by the Guarani defenders. The second period 
continued in a similar vein to the end of the first. After Fabinho blocked his team-mate Neto's shot from hitting the 
target, Roger pulled a save from Guarani's Emerson at the other end. The hosts were unperturbed and got the reward 
their attacking play deserved when Fabio Bahia slotted home from Fabinho's cross in the 53rd minute. Fabinho could 
then have added another himself moments later but Bruno turned his effort onto the bar. The Bugre completed the 
comeback midway through the second half as Medina tapped in from 12 yards after an unselfish square pass from 
Danilo. Neto came close to doubling the gap between the two sides but Bruno again thwarted the hosts on 74 minutes. 
Guarani put their backs to the wall and managed to steal another goal before the final whistle as Medina nodded in his 
second of the night. Guarani's win sets up a huge finale against Santos in their first year back in the state's top flight. 
Meanwhile, Ponte Preta will need to vastly improve if they are to hold onto their newly acquired status as a Serie A club 
this season. 

 
The new Campeonato Brasileiro Série A season begins later this month, keep an 
eye out next week for our full season preview here in World Football Weekly and 
on the website. 

 
 

 
RESULTS 

Sunday 22nd April 2012 

SEMI-FINALS 
SAO PAULO 1-3 SANTOS 

GUARANI 3-1 PONTE PRETA 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

FINAL LEAGUE TABLE 
 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 CORINTHIANS 19 14 4 1 46 

2 SAO PAULO 19 13 4 2 43 

3 SANTOS 19 12 3 4 39 

4 GUARANI 19 11 3 5 36 

5 PALMEIRAS 19 10 6 3 36 

6 MOGI MIRIM 19 10 5 4 35 

7 BRAGANTINO 19 8 5 6 29 

8 PONTE PRETA 19 8 4 7 28 

9 MIRASSOL 19 6 7 6 25 

10 OESTE 19 6 7 6 25 

11 LINENSE 19 6 5 8 23 

12 SAO CAETANO 19 5 8 6 23 

13 PAULISTA 19 7 1 11 22 

14 ITUANO 19 5 5 9 20 

15 BOTAFOGO SP 19 6 1 12 19 

16 XV DE PIRACICABA 19 5 3 11 18 

17 PORTUGUESA 19 4 6 9 18 

18 GUARATINGUETA 19 4 3 12 15 

19 CATANDUVENSE 19 2 7 10 13 

20 COMERCIAL 19 3 3 13 12 
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NORTH AMERICA 

UNITED STATES: MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
FC Dallas failed to win at home for just the second time this season. The Hoops were 
unable to hold a lead after Brek Shea’s first half penalty kick. Real Salt Lake came back to 
tie the game in the second half 1-1.  Dallas earned a penalty kick in the opening moments 
of first half stoppage time to take the lead. Brek Shea knocked it past Nick Rimando after a 
Tony Beltran handball was called in the box. Real Salt Lake came out in the second half 
much more aggressive and fine-tuned. That paid off midway through the second half, as 

RSL evened it up thanks to a goal by Emiliano Bonfigli. The rookie forward had just come on a substitute three 
minutes prior to scoring the tying goal, the first of his career. 
 
Montreal Impact left it late, but two goals in the final 15 minutes of play gave the Canadian outfit a 2-0 win over 
the Portland Timbers on Saturday afternoon. Bernardo Corradi scored the first in the 76th minute after Steven 
Smith was called for a handball in the box, and the scoring was rounded out in the 84th minute when a Davy 
Arnaud cross found Sinisa Ubiparipovic at the back post. The win was Montreal's second of the season, with a trip 
to Sporting Kansas City up next. The loss keeps the Timbers on two wins as well, with a home match against 
Columbus next on the docket. 
 
Thierry Henry was on hand Saturday afternoon to score his ninth goal of the season and give the club a 1-0 win 
over the New England Revolution. The bad news for NY is that he also picked up a hamstring injury and could be 
out of action for a little while. Henry's goal came just seven minutes into the match. Connor Lade's curling ball 
forward was in the perfect position for Henry to rush past his mark and leave Revolution goalkeeper Matt Reis 
stranded as the Frenchman chipped his first touch into New England's goal. The injury came in the 23rd minute, 
with Henry hitting the ground despite no contact and leaving the match with what the club is reporting as a right 
hamstring strain.  
 
San Jose Earthquakes jumped back to the top of the Western Conference Saturday night in Philadelphia, two 
second-half goals from Steven Lenhart providing the difference in a 2-1 victory over the Union. For the Earthquake 
goal forward Marvin Chavez whipped in a cross that was met by the diving head of teammate Steven Lenhart and 
redirected past the Union keeper.  
 
D.C. United took three points from a thrilling 3-2 win over the Houston Dynamo. Maicon Santos started the scoring 
with his first of the night after just over 10 minutes after meeting a Chris Pontius cross with his head to finish into 
an open net. Will Bruin got Houston back on level terms just after the break. Jermaine Taylor did very well to work 
his way down the left flank and float in a cross. Bruin found himself on the end of the feed and poked it home from 
just in front of goal. Dwayne De Rosario would be the next to strike with a shot that looked more like a cross but 
eventually came off the back post and into the net in the 53rd minute.  Bruin seemed determined not to let the 
match get away from Houston and found another equalizer thanks to Joe Willis' goalkeeping mistake. After a poor 
clearance deflected into Bruin's path, the forward unleashed a shot that should have made for a simple save but 
was spilled by Willis into his own net.  In the 70th minute his second headed goal of the night - this time from a 
Daniel Woolard cross. 
 
Young-Pyo Lee's floating free kick gave the Vancouver Whitecaps a road win over the Columbus Crew. The Crew 
thought they had done enough to win the game within the first five minutes. But Josh Williams' vicious volley was 
ruled out due to an off-the-ball infraction by Chad Marshall and Eddie Gaven's finish two minutes later was offside. 
But Whitecaps ran out winners with the South Korean’s goal. 
 
Eddie Johnson scored his first goal in nearly two years and also added an assist in the Seattle Sounders' 2-1 win 
over the Chicago Fire. The U.S. international teed up David Estrada near the end of the first half after making a 
darting run behind the Fire back line. Estrada's shot took a wicked deflection on the way in, wrong-footing Sean 
Johnson. Sean Johnson had no excuse on the second when he casually spilled a Fredy Montero free kick. Jhon 
Kennedy Hurtado kept the play alive, and Eddie Johnson poked home for his first goal since May 2010. Between 
the goals, Johnson clanked a header off the upright and Marco Pappa thought he equalized, even executing an 
acrobatic back flip, before having the goal disallowed, with Dominic Oduro one of three Fire players offside. Pappa 
eventually scored in the last minute of regulation time, but it only served as a consolation for the home side. 
 
With a nerve-wracking 3-2 loss to Real Salt Lake, Toronto FC tied that MLS league record as worst start. In all, 
Toronto missed a penalty, conceded an own goal and coughed up the winner deep in injury time. In the first half 
Kyle Beckerman opened the scoring after his two central defenders helped keep a corner alive, Alvaro Saborio had 
a goal whistled for offside and Torsten Frings missed a penalty. Eric Avila equalized early in the second half, flitting 
past Jamison Olave and curling the ball around Nick Rimando. However, Richard Eckersley put the ball into his own 
net off his kneecap. With 15 minutes left to play, Doneil Henry scored another equalizer for Toronto FC. Deep into 
injury time, it looked like the Reds might grab their first point of the 2012 season, but Jonny Steele had different 
ideas. Beckerman stretched to control a Javier Morales cross and Steele curled a left footed shot from the top of 
the box into the billowing net. 
 
Chivas USA collapsed late on as the Colorado Rapids poured in three goals in the final 10 minutes in a 4-0 win. 
After 50 scoreless minutes Tony Cascio gave the Rapids a lead from Colorado's first corner of the match Cascio 
took the ball down into space and sliced a left-footed shot across goal and into the side netting. Despite the goal, 
the match seemed destined to be a low-scoring affair until the 82nd minute when Kamani Hill slotted home on the 
break to make it 2-0 and open the floodgates. Jeff Larentowicz slotted home a penalty in the 84th minute after 
Ante Jazic pulled him down in the box, and Hill rounded out the night with his second at the death. 
 
LA Galaxy can thank a late Pat Noonan equalizer for a share of the points with FC Dallas after two penalties 
favoured the visiting team with the lead heading into stoppage time. Early in the game, Landon Donovan raced 
past Benitez onto a looping ball and the left back hauled him down in the box. Robbie Keane missed the penalty. 
Brek Shea showed Keane how it's done. Blas Perez intercepted a chested pass from David Junior Lopes and lured 
the foul from backup goalkeeper Bill Gaudette. Shea didn't miss from 12 yards out. LA equalized in stoppage time 
as Dallas dallied on the ball in the box, and LA's forwards managed to tip the ball back to the open Noonan, who 
started celebrating before his shot hit the back of the net. 

 
RESULTS 

Thursday 26th April 2012 
FC DALLAS 1-1 REAL SALT LAKE 

 
Saturday 28th April 2012 

MONTREAL IMPACT 2-0 PORTLAND TIMBERS 
NEW YORK RED BULLS 1-0 NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION 

 
Sunday 29th April 2012 

PHILADELPHIA UNION 1-2 SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES 
DC UNITED 3-2 HOUSTON DYNAMO 

COLUMBUS CREW 0-1 VANCOUVER WHITECAPS 
CHICAGO FIRE 1-2 SEATTLE SOUNDERS 

REAL SALT LAKE 3-2 TORONTO FC 
COLORADO RAPIDS 4-0 CHIVAS USA 
LOS ANGELES GALAXY 1-1 FC DALLAS 

 
 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 KANSAS CITY 8 7 0 1 21 

2 DC UNITED 9 4 3 2 15 

3 NEW YORK 8 4 1 3 13 

4 CHICAGO 6 2 2 2 8 

5 HOUSTON 6 2 2 2 8 

6 MONTREAL 9 2 2 5 8 

7 PHILADELPHIA 7 2 1 4 7 

8 COLUMBUS 7 2 1 4 7 

9 NEW ENGLAND 7 2 0 5 6 

10 TORONTO 7 0 0 7 0 

 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 SAN JOSE 8 6 1 1 19 

2 REAL SALT LAKE 10 6 1 3 19 

3 VANCOUVER 8 4 2 2 14 

4 SEATTLE 6 4 1 1 13 

5 COLORADO 8 4 0 4 12 

6 FC DALLAS 9 3 3 3 12 

7 LA GALAXY 7 3 1 3 10 

8 CHIVAS 8 3 0 5 9 

9 PORTLAND 8 2 1 5 7 
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Ally Poole takes a big bite out of some of World Football’s overweight superstars... 
 

#3 – KEVIN PRESSMAN 
‘Big Kev’ and his penalties. 

Fat goalkeeper Kevin Pressman is somewhat of a Sheffield Wednesday icon 

having played 478 games for the Yorkshire club and was renowned for his 

penalty saving and scoring. 

 Pressman made his debut way back in 1987 for the Owls against 

Southampton. He had forced his way into the team but faced an eight month 

injury lay off after a knee-ligament injury in January 1990. After his injury 

Pressman missed out on some huge matches for the Owls – including the 1991 

and 1993 League Cup finals as 

well as the 1993 FA Cup replay 

and final against Arsenal. 

Pressman however became a 

mainstay in Wednesday’s 

Premier League team after this 

initial disappointment gracing 

the Premier League for many 

years. Many said that he was 

one of the best keepers in the 

League at the time despite his 

hefty size. 

 The goalkeeper is 

also well loved for his penalty 

heroics in the FA Cup against 

Watford in 1998 when he 

scored the winner to send his beloved Wednesday through to the next round. 

He also scored an absolutely outstanding penalty for Wednesday against 

Wolves in the Cup in 1995 that any great penalty taker would be proud of. 

 Amazingly his eventful career say him red carded after just 13 

seconds in a game for Sheffield Wednesday against Wolves in August 2000. 

His penalty antics and terrific saves mean he has seemingly a Sheffield 

Wednesday legend with some of their fans giving me their views about the big 

goalie on twitter. 

 Daniel Jessop on twitter said: “MASSIVE, shot stopper and awesome 

penalties!”  

 And Ash Kitson told me that Pressman was an “absolute legend of a 

keeper at Wednesday” and he will never “forget his penalty against Watford in 

the FA Cup and he is a true gent too!” 

 
  
 Simon Whittaker said he was “the best penalty taker ever” and Laura 

Jones told me on twitter that “Kevin Pressman may have filled the net but he could 

take a penalty better than Chris Bart Williams.” 

 David Bly also told me that Pressman “would have played for England 

had he played for a more fashionable club.” And that “His performance at Spurs in 

the 1993/1994 season was one of the best in football history!” 

 Richard Reaney said that Pressman was the “greatest keeper,” he had 

seen at Hillsborough and that he “could smack a pen like no other!!” 

 And lastly Richard Holliman told me that Pressman would come into the 

Mcdonalds where he worked at least 3 times a week for breakfast. 

 Pressman left the Yorkshire club in 2004 and then played out the rest of 

his career rather nomadically. A 15 game spell at Leicester followed by spells at 

both Leeds and Coventry where he didn’t play saw Pressman through to 2005. He 

had spells at Mansfield Town, Portadown and Scunthorpe United before retiring in 

2009. 

 

 Pressman was once voted Sheffield Wednesday’s best ever keeper, a 

title he seems to deserve and has recently moved into coaching. He was an 

assistant manager at Scunthorpe and at the beginning of the 2011 season 

Pressman stepped in to become goalkeeper coach at League 2 Bradford. 

 

Ally Poole 
Website: www.footballfatties.tumblr.com 
Twitter - @AllyJPoole & @FootballFatties 
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We remind or inform you of some of football’s greats... 

 

ROBIN 
FRIDAY 

 
There are many names that 
spring to mind when we think 
about English football in the 70’s. 
Best, Keegan, Brady to name a 
few; however the name Robin 
Friday does not frequent many 

polls. Granted, Friday never played at the top level and never represented his 
country. However for those who had the opportunity to see him play, he was 
quite simply a footballing legend. 
 Born in 1952 in Acton, West London, Friday was quick to develop 
his footballing skills. His father noted that even at the age of 10 he was capable 
of flicking an orange onto his neck before returning it to his foot all in an 
instant. Robin excelled at numerous sports at school including cricket, but was 
prone to not taking his talents too seriously. He was fond of music and often 
frequented concerts dabbling in the occasional recreational drug. 
 He attracted the attention of a number of clubs during his teens 
including Palace and Chelsea but neither were willing to sign him professionally 
due to his unique style of play and unwillingness to follow instructions. Friday 
left school at the age of 15 and commenced a job as a plasterer in which he 
lasted only a few months, before starting as a van driver and also a window 
cleaner. His father at the time commented that Robin simply “didn’t care” and 
eventually found himself on the wrong side of the law. 
 A number of offences mainly including theft, finally landed the 16 
year old in Feltham Borstal on a 14 month sentence. During this time he 
developed mentally and physically and began playing for the prison team while 
being released to play for Reading’s youth team from time to time. It was 
Reading that would eventually give Friday his first professional contract in 
1974. He became an instant success being voted player of the year and helping 
the club gain promotion to division three during the 1975-1976 season. 
 One particular game that season against Tranmere Rovers gave rise 
to Friday’s excellence. Robin received the ball chesting it around 35 yards from 
goal, before hitting a volley so hard and fast into the top corner of the Rover’s 
goal the entire ground was stunned into temporary silence. Referee of that 
game Clive Thomas said "Even up against the likes of Pele and Cruyff that rates 
as the best goal I have ever seen." 
 Off the field Friday was notorious as a hell raiser, heavy drinking, 
drug taking and womanising was a way of life for the striker. Paulo Hewitt 
described Friday in his biographical book “The Greatest footballer you never 
saw. The Robin Friday Story”; 
 “Blessed with awesome stamina, he ran riot outside football. He 
danced naked in clubs, naked in pubs. He openly smoked spliffs and dropped 
pills. He caroused until late at night and would then return to his flat and crank 
his beloved music up until dawn. Girls flocked to him and he couldn't resist. 
Men rushed to buy him drinks and he could not resist.” 
 Friday’s excesses would become too much for then manager 
Hurley, and the club looked to offload him to a first division club. There was 
interest from a number of sides but many felt they would be unable to 
rehabilitate the player. 
 It was second division outfit Cardiff City that managed to obtain 
Friday’s signature, joining in the December of 76. Friday was not hugely happy 
with the move initially and arrived at Cardiff train station without a ticket 
resulting in arrest. Cardiff boss Jimmy Andrews had to bail him out of custody 
in order to get the contract signed. 
 However Andrew’s faith was restored when Cardiff beat Fulham 
that week in a 3-0 win in which Friday scored twice. Friday was exceptional;  

he tore Fulham’s defence apart, which then included England captain Bobby 
Moore. 
 Friday’s temperament on the pitch was often called into question, 
physical intimidation was part of his game and he feared nobody. In a heated 
game against Luton Town in 1977, Friday lunged at Luton’s keeper Mijilia Aleksic, 
to which Aleksic responded furiously. Friday went over to offer a hand in apology, 
however Aleksic was too incensed to accept. 

 
 Moments later Friday won the ball back and ran round Aleksic before 
coolly slotting the ball into Luton’s goal. On running back to the half way line, 
Friday then gave two fingers to the seated Aleksic (pictured above). 
 Friday’s behavioUr became more and more bizarre and after Cardiff’s 
loss to Shrewsbury in the Welsh cup final in 1977 he awoke fellow players and staff 
at the hotel in the early hours of the morning. Management ran down to find 
Friday throwing snooker balls at the wall as he stood on the table in his 
underpants. 
 The final straw was at an away game versus Brighton & Hove Albion in 
October 1977. Friday became irritated by Mark Lawrenson’s overzealous marking 
that after a slide tackle, Friday kicked him in the face. Friday was given his 
marching orders and after leaving the pitch he broke into Albion’s dressing room 
and defecated in Lawrenson’s kit bag. Friday was promptly transfer listed and in 
the December of 1977 he decided to retire from the game. 
 He moved back to London, and was soon to be divorced for the second 
time to the mother of his second child, Liza. Friday worked for a period of time as a 
decorator and even started training with Brentford but never signed. Even an 
attempt from previous club Reading to resign him after a petition signed by over 
3,000 fans, could not persuade him to continue his career. 
 After marrying for the third and final time, divorcing three years later, 
and serving another prison sentence after impersonating a police officer in order 
to confiscate drugs in 1980, he lived a lived in relative peace for a further decade. 
 Found dead from a suspected heart attack, at his flat in his birthplace of 
Acton on the 22nd December 1990, his death was believed to be drug related. It 
was a sad end to what was a prodigious talent, his former manager at Cardiff City, 
Jimmy Andrews described him as “the complete centre forward” likened to Alan 
Shearer. 
 His record stood at 60 goals in 160 appearances, which in a short career 
blighted by illness and suspensions holds credit. However Friday will be best 
remembered for his moments of sheer brilliance, his ability to change games in a 
heartbeat. 
 In a rare interview from 1977 Friday said “On the pitch I hate all 
opponents. I don't give a damn about anyone. People think I'm mad, a lunatic. I am 
a winner." 

Charlie Dingwall 
Email - cdingwall79@yahoo.co.uk 
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A SPECIAL THANKS 
This week’s  could not been produced without  
the help and information of the following people.  Visit their blogs, sites and 
follow them on Twitter. 
 
Ally Poole (Twitter – @FootballFatties/www.FootballFatties.tumblr.com) 
Andrew Davidson (Twitter - @El_Andrew_Uno) 
Andrew Waite (Twitter - @TerryWaite) 
Charlie Dingwall 

 
And finally, of course... you guys, the readers.   
 
Thanks for the support and see you next week! 
Will 

 
CHARLIE’S DOUBLE 
Every week Charlie Dingwall sets you two teasers 
 

1. Who is the only manager to have managed teams in all three UEFA club 
competition finals (Champions League, UEFA Cup and Cup Winners' Cup), 
without winning any of them? 
 
And... 
 

2. Who is the only player to have won the Champions League, Premier 
League, UEFA Cup and FA Cup and be relegated from the Premier League? 
 

Answers revealed next week... 
 
 
 
Last weeks answers... 

1. Josh McEachran, born on 1 March 1993, came on as a sub for Chelsea against MSK Zilina 

on 15 September 2010. 

2. Pedro for Barcelona in 2009/10. 
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