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  TOTAL DORT-MINATION 
BORUSSIA DORTMUND CRUSH BAYERN 

MUNICH IN CUP FINAL TO MONOPOLISE 

GERMAN FOOTBALL 
 Borussia Dortmund completed the 

League and Cup double on Saturday with a 5-2 

victory over Bayern Munich in the German Cup 

final, Andrew Waite reports. The game started 

off in an open manner with Philipp Lahm 

creating an opportunity for Mario Gomez in the 

first moments of the match. However it was 

Dortmund who struck first when Jakob 

Blaszczykowski picked up a sloppy back pass by 

Luiz Gustavo and pushed the ball away from 

Manuel Neuer the Bayern keeper to leave Shinji 

Kagawa the easy job of putting the ball into the 

empty net. 

 Bayern equalised on 25 minutes when 

Dortmund keeper, Roman Weidenfeller, fouled 

Bastian Schweinsteiger in the penalty area and 

Arjen Robben scored the penalty. After the 

equaliser Bayern were on the front foot and had 

chances when Gomez fired over the bar when 

well placed and Mats Hummels got in an 

important clearance from a Philipp Lahm shot. 

Then moments after coming on for 

Weidenfeller, Mitchell Langerak, made a good 

save at the feet of Gomez. 

 The game got its second penalty in the 

41st minute when Jerome Boateng fouled 

Dortmund’s Kevin Großkreutz with Hummels 

scoring from the spot to restore Dortmund’s 

lead. Just before half time Dortmund extended 

their lead when Robert Lewandowski slotted 

home first time after being found by a superb 

pass from Kagawa. 

 

Continued on page 3 
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MESSI STATS 
 

* Lionel Messi scored 17 of his 50 league goals this season in the final 20 minutes of his games. 
* Lionel Messi missed only 152 of 3,420 possible minutes of league football this season for Barcelona: vs. Gijon (full match) and Sociedad (62mins). 
* Barcelona dropped only 2 points this season in the 25 league matches in which Messi scored: Won 24 and Drawn 1. 
* On the other hand, Barca won only 3 of the 12 league matches this season in which Messi did NOT score: Won 3 Drawn 6 and Lost 3. 
* Messi has put Barcelona ahead in a league match this season with 14 of his 50 goals. 
* With 19 of his 50 goals Messi lifted the score to a margin of 3 goals or more in Barcelona's advantage. 
* Lionel Messi has become the topscorer of La Liga this season with 50 goals. This is the second time he has won the Pichichi Award. 
* Most goals for Barcelona under Pep Guardiola in La Liga: Lionel Messi 138 goals - Pedro, Samuel Eto'o 30 – David Villa, Thierry Henry 23 - Xavi 22. 
* Messi's 50 goals in La Liga this season: 35 at the Camp Nou (in 18 games) & 15 away from Camp Nou (19 games). 
* Messi finishes this league season with 50 goals in 37 games. He only missed the home game vs Gijón through suspension. 
 

Brought to you by our friends at www.messistats.com. Follow them on twitter @messistats 
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HEADLINES  

 

 

DORTMUND DOUBLE 

Continued from cover...  
 With a score 3-1 at half time Bayern needed to 
score first in the second half to have any hope of a 
comeback however it was Dortmund who got the important 
5th goal on 58 minutes when Lewandowski scored after 

some good interplay from Kagawa and Großkreutz. Lewandowski would have 
completed his hat-trick after 68 minutes but for a good save from Manuel Neuer.  
 In the search to get back into the game Gomez struck the Dortmund 
bar following good play by Franck Ribery. Ribery himself then reduced the areas 
with a shot into the corner of the net after cutting in from the right hand side 
after 75 minutes.  
 Any hopes of a Munich fight back were extinguished on 81 minutes 
when Robert Lewandowski grabbed his 3rd and Dortmund’s 5th of the game. 
The goal came after Neuer made a meal of a pass by Ilkay Gündogan and full 
back Lukasz Piszczek was able to cross for his countryman, Lewandowski, to head 
home.  The win rounded off a great season for the Yellow-Blacks who completed 
the double for the first time in their history. 

Andrew Waite 
Twitter @terrywaite 

  
 

RAUL SIGNS FOR AL-SADD 
Real Madrid legend Raúl has joined Al-Sadd of the 
Qatari Stars League on a one-year deal after leaving 
Schalke 04 at the end of his contract with the 
Bundesliga club, the Asian champions declared on 

Saturday. 
 Raul was unveiled at a press conference on Sunday attended by Al 
Sadd players and officials, a day after they lost the Emir’s Cup final against Al 
Gharafa. “Football is booming in Qatar. They will host the World Cup and I’ve 
heard only nice things about the sporting culture of the country.”    
 Raul started his professional career in the 94–95 season with Real 
Madrid C. He became the youngest player — 17 years and 124 days — ever to 
play for the senior side, though the record was broken by Alberto Rivera later 
that same season. Duly establishing himself as a fixture in the first team, Raul 
registered a total of nine goals in 28 appearances to help Real Madrid win the 
1994–95 league championship in his first season. 
 With Real Madrid, he won several honours, including further La Liga 
titles in 1996–97 (scoring 21 goals), 2000–01 (24 goals), and 2002–03 (16 goals) 
in a campaign truncated by a bout of appendicitis for which Raúl was 
hospitalised. During the period from 1998 to 2002, Raul and Real Madrid also 
won three UEFA Champions League trophies in 1998, 2000, and 2002.  
 For most of this time, Raúl struck up a prolific scoring partnership 
with Fernando Morientes and later Ronaldo. Raul took over the captaincy of Real 
Madrid when Fernando Hierro was transferred in 2003, a responsibility he held 
until leaving the club in 2010. Despite appearing in two finals, in 2002 (in which 
he scored) and 2004, Raúl never lifted the Copa del Rey. 
 He became the first player to score 50 Champions League goals when 
he netted in a 2–1 group stage win over Olympiacos on 28 September 2005, and 
continues to be the all-time leader in appearances, with 128 He was also the first 
player to score in two Champions League finals, netting in the finals of both 2000 
against Valencia CF in the Stade de France, Saint-Denis, and in 2002 against 
Bayer Leverkusen in Hampden Park, Glasgow. Samuel Eto’o later equaled this 
feat, scoring in the 2006 against Arsenal and in 2009 against Manchester United, 
with Lionel Messi also scoring in the same match and later in 2011 against the 
same team. 
 Raúl holds the distinction of having never received a red card 
throughout his 17 years at the professional level.  On 11 November 2008, Raul 
scored his 300th goal for Real Madrid with a hat-trick against Real Unión, with 
Real winning the game 4–3 but being eliminated on away goals after draw 6–6 
on aggregate. 

 In total, Raul scored 323 goals for Real Madrid, breaking the long-
standing club record of Alfredo Di Stéfano (228) with a volleyed goal against 
Sporting Gijón on 15 February 2009. He is the top active La Liga goalscorer with 
228 goals, and is presently third on the all-time list, which is headed by Telmo 
Zarra with 252 goals. 
 Raul had been at Schalke for two seasons but last month when it was 
announced he would leave Schalke, Raul told reporters: "My future lies outside 
Europe in a league that is not so strong in playing terms as the Bundesliga."  

 

 
 

 He insisted being able to spend more time with his family was the key 
factor in his decision, and that his eventual destination would depend more on 
them than on money. “I definitely have the self-confidence to play in a tough 
league, but it is more about the family,” he said. “I have not been able to spend 
much time with them lately. The Bundesliga is so demanding that you cannot 
spend so long with them. We will now look at the offers and see what gives me 
the most time for family life.” 
 When left for Germany, it was uncertain how well he would adapt to 
rainy, industrial Gelsenkirchen, where Schalke have an almost cult-like following, 
after the more refined surroundings of the Bernabeu. However, he settled in 
well, scoring 13 goals in his first Bundesliga season and five more in the 
Champions League, taking his all-time tally in Europe's top club competition to a 
record 71 goals as Schalke reached the semi-finals. Raul continued to score 
regularly this term with 15 more goals in the Bundesliga, two in the Cup and four 
in the Europa League. In all, he scored 40 goals for the Royal Blues. After 
deciding not to extend his deal at Schalke, Raul said: "It was not an easy decision 
to make. I've had two wonderful years and Schalke will always be in my heart." 
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DEL BOSQUE NAMES PRELIM SQUAD 
Spain head coach Vicente Del Bosque has made a number of surprise 
inclusions in his preliminary 21-man squad for Euro 2012.  
 Included in the squad are Benat Etxebarria (pictured right) from Real 
Betis, Isco of Malaga and Javi Garcia of Benfica, however many of these players 
can expect to be dropped after players from Chelsea, Barcelona and Athletic 

Bilbao have played in their upcoming finals. Chelsea will play in the European Champions League 
final on May 19, while Barcelona take on Bilbao in the Copa del Rey final on May 26. Del Bosque 
will name his definitive list on May 27. 
 "As you can see, we have included some players that have had a good season, and in 
the middle of the field we cannot just think of the immediate future of the European 
Championships, but we are thinking long term because in September we start the qualifying games 
to go to the World Cup," Del Bosque said. "We have to think we have a difficult group and we have 
to start to find other players in case we need them." 
 Injury permitting, the likes of Xavi, Andres Iniesta, Cesc Fabregas and Fernando Torres 
can expect to be called into the squad by Del Bosque after they complete their club commitments. 
Del Bosque has yet to rule out Barcelona's David Villa, who broke his leg at the Club World Cup in 
December. 
 "We know day by day the process where he is, the recovery process he is doing," Del 
Bosque said. "We have said that it is a particular case and 27th of May we will take the last 
decision. As you can see there are not players of Chelsea, Bilbao and Barcelona because still are 
playing and this is the case of Villa." 
 

Provisional Spanish squad 
Goalkeepers: Iker Casillas (Real Madrid), Jose Reina (Liverpool), David de Gea 
(Manchester United) 
Defenders: Juanfran (Atletico Madrid), Alvaro Arbeloa (Real Madrid), Sergio Ramos (Real 
Madrid), Alvaro Dominguez (Atletico Madrid), Raul Albiol (Real Madrid), Jordi Alba 
(Valencia), Nacho Monreal (Malaga) 
Midfielders: Xabi Alonso (Real Madrid), Santi Cazorla (Malaga), Jesus Navas (Sevilla), 
Benat (Betis), Javi Garcia (Benfica), Bruno (Villarreal) 
Forwards: David Silva (Manchester City), Alvaro Negredo (Sevilla), Roberto Soldado 
(Valencia), Isco (Malaga), Adrian (Atletico Madrid) 

 

 

  

BLANC NAMES FRENCH PRELIMS 
France coach Laurent Blanc called up playmaker 
Yoann Gourcuff when he completed his preliminary 
squad for the European Championship finals with a 
set of home-based players on Tuesday. 

 Tottenham Hotspur centre back Younes Kaboul, who had been 
included in the preliminary list of overseas-based players, was ruled out with a 
serious knee injury. Kaboul's knee injury flared up during Tottenham's final 
Premier League game against Fulham on Sunday. "He's not fit to play in the 
Euro," said Blanc. Kaboul's injury led Blanc to call up the 23-year-old Mapou 
Yanga Mbiwa, who has been marshalling the Montpellier defence all season. 
 Olympique Lyon midfielder Gourcuff has had a mediocre season and 
has not featured in a France game since a 0-0 friendly draw against Croatia in 
March 2011 but he is, according to Blanc, the only proper playmaker. Blanc also 
named Loic Remy in the 26-man squad although the Olympique Marseille striker 
was ruled out of action for up to four weeks with a thigh injury on Monday. "His 
chances of taking part in the competition are very slim," said Blanc. 
 The main debate was over Gourcuff, who has failed to meet 
expectations since he joined Lyon from Girondins Bordeaux two years ago. 
"There will be another decision before we unveil the final list. We will assess the 
mental state and the place in the squad," Blanc said when asked about Gourcuff. 
"His club performances are indefensible, but his statistics at international level 
are not that bad. And no-one else has stepped up (in the playmaking position)." 
Gourcuff has scored two goals in his last six appearances with Les Bleus, showing 
qualities barely seen in his Ligue 1 games. 
 Blanc has until May 29 to name his final, 23-man squad.  
 

Provisional French squad 
Goalkeepers: Hugo Lloris (Olympique Lyon), Steve Mandanda (Olympique Marseille), 
Cedric Carrasso (Girondins Bordeaux) 
Defenders: Gael Clichy (Manchester City), Patrice Evra (Manchester United), Laurent 
Koscielny (Arsenal), Philippe Mexes (AC Milan), Adil Rami (Valencia), Mathieu Debuchy 
(Lille), Anthony Reveillere (Olympique Lyon), Mapou Yanga Mbiwa (Montpellier) 
Midfielders: Yohan Cabaye (Newcastle United), Florent Malouda (Chelsea), Samir Nasri 
(Manchester City), Alou Diarra (Olympique Marseille), Yann Mvila (Stade Rennes), Yoann 
Gourcuff (Olympique Lyon), Marvin Martin (Sochaux), Blaise Matuidi (Paris St Germain) 
Forwards: Hatem Ben Arfa (Newcastle United), Karim Benzema (Real Madrid), Franck 
Ribery (Bayern Munich), Olivier Giroud (Montpellier), Jeremy Menez (Paris St Germain), 
Loic Remy (Olympique Marseille), Mathieu Valbuena (Olympique Marseille). 

 

VAN MARWIJK CUTS DOWN TO 27 
Holland boss Bert van Marwijk has narrowed down 

his first shortlist for Euro 2012 to 27 men, the Royal 

Dutch Football Association (KNVB) announced on 

Tuesday evening. 

 After a two day training camp at Hoenderloo in the country’s wooded 

east next Monday, the Holland manager dropped nine players from his bumper 

36-strong preliminary squad. They're Jasper Cillessen (Ajax), Alexander Büttner 

(Vitesse), Urby Emanuelson (AC Milan), Ola John (FC Twente), Hedwiges Maduro 

(Valencia), Erwin Mulder (Feyenoord), Nick Viergever (AZ), Stefan de Vrij 

(Feyenoord) and Georginio Wijnaldum (PSV). 

 The 27-man squad will fly to Lausanne, Switzerland on Thursday for 

final preparations for no fewer than four friendly matches. The first of those 

encounters, away against Bayern Münich, is slated for 22 May. It’s followed by 

home friendlies against Bulgaria, Slovakia and Northern Island. 

 The Holland manager will name the final 23-man party to travel to 

Poland and Ukraine before UEFA’s 29 May deadline. Holland face Denmark, 

Germany and Portugal in a “group of death” at Euro 2012, which runs from 8 

June to 1 July. 

 

Provisional Dutch squad 
Goalkeepers: Tim Krul (Newcastle United), Maarten Stekelenburg (Roma), Michel Vorm 
(Swansea City) 
Defenders: Vurnon Anita (Ajax), Khalid Boulahrouz (Stuttgart), Wilfred Bouma (PSV 
Eindhoven), John Heitinga (Everton), Joris Mathijsen (Malaga), Ron Vlaar (Feyenoord), 
Gregory van der Wiel (Ajax), Jetro Willems (PSV Eindhoven) 
Midfielders: Ibrahim Afellay (Barcelona/ESP), Mark van Bommel (PSV Eindhoven), Nigel 
de Jong (Manchester City), Siem de Jong (Ajax), Adam Maher (AZ Alkmaar), Stijn Schaars 
(Sporting Lisbon), Wesley Sneijder (Inter Milan), Kevin Strootman (PSV Eindhoven), 
Rafael van der Vaart (Tottenham Hotspur) 
Forwards: Klaas-Jan Huntelaar (Schalke), Luuk de Jong (FC Twente), Dirk Kuyt 
(Liverpool), Jeremain Lens (PSV Eindhoven), Luciano Narsingh (Heerenveen), Robin van 
Persie (Arsenal), Arjen Robben (Bayern Munich) 
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THE WEEKLY SHORTS 

 

ADVOCAAT AND VAN BOMMEL TO PSV 

PSV Eindhoven have appointed Dick Advocaat as their 

coach for next season, with caretaker manager Philip Cocu 

to return to his job as assistant. The 64-year-old Dutchman 

has agreed a one-year deal starting after the European 

Championship in which he leads Russia in a group along 

with hosts Poland, Czech Republic and Greece. Also Marc 

van Bommel returns to the club in a one-year deal on a 

free transfer from AC Milan. The midfielder spent six years 

at PSV earlier in his career, winning four Eredivisie titles. 

PSV have also announced that van Bommel will take up a 

coaching role at the club when he decides to retire. 

 

VAN NISTELROOY ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT 

The former Manchester United striker Ruud van 
Nistelrooy has announced his retirement from football 
at the age of 35. Van Nistelrooy has suffered a difficult 
year since joining Málaga from Hamburg last summer, 
scoring just five times in 32 appearances. However, he 
did help guide the club to their first ever top-four finish 
and thereby ensure Champions League football for the 
first time in their history. "Yesterday was my final game 
as a professional footballer. I wanted to play in the 
Champions League, but it is the moment to leave," said 
Van Nistelrooy. "I have arrived at my physical limit and I 
can't play at the maximum level. I couldn't have had a 
better send-off than this.” 

  

 

MCLEISH SACKED BY VILLA 

Alex McLeish has left Aston Villa after holding talks with 
the club chairman, Randy Lerner, following a season of 
underachievement. A Villa statement said: "The club has 
been disappointed with this season's results, 
performances and the general message these have sent to 
our fans. The board wishes to assure supporters that we 
are conscious in every sense that Villa expects and 
deserves more and we will strive to deliver this." 

 

PENNANT BACK IN TROUBLE 
Jermaine Pennant was given an eight-week jail 

sentence, suspended for one year, and banned from 

driving for three years on Tuesday. The Stoke City 

winger had admitted drink-driving, driving while 

disqualified and driving without insurance. 

  

 

BRITISH ISLES TO HOST EUROS? 
Scotland, Wales and Republic of Ireland have formally 
declared an interest hosting the European Championships 
in 2020. The countries have told UEFA that they would be 
interested in bidding to host the Euros on a three-way 
basis. So far, Turkey are the only other nation to apply to 
UEFA to host the tournament. 

 

MARINERS SIGN ON DEFENDERS 
Central Coast Mariners received good news when Pedj 
Bojic had inked a new two-year deal. And in another 
boost for the Mariners' defensive stocks, it was also 
revealed on Tuesday that former Gold Coast United 
centre back Zac Anderson had joined the club. 

  

 

KABOUL OUT OF THE EUROS 
Tottenham Hotspur’ French central defender Younès 

Kaboul has been ruled of the European Championship with 

a knee injury. France coach Laurent Blanc told Eurosport 

that "He suffers from a quite serious knee injury. He is out 

of the Euro finals,"  

 

 

HODGSON TO NAME EURO SQUAD 
Roy Hodgson says he will not hold the performance of 
past England teams against players as he prepares to 
pick his Euro 2012 squad. The departing West Brom 
manager will announce his 23-man squad on this 
afternoon ahead of the tournament in Poland and 
Ukraine which starts on June 8. England's more 
experienced players are likely to predominantly feature 
over the less capped individuals, with few surprises 
expected. 

 

 
 

 

BIG SAM TO SUE STEVE KEAN 
Former Blackburn manager Sam Allardyce has instructed 

lawyers to initiate proceedings against his Ewood Park 

successor Steve Kean, it is understood. The action comes 

in relation to unguarded comments made by Kean about 

Allardyce to supporters while secretly being filmed last 

summer. The four-minute video, apparently filmed during 

Rovers' pre-season trip to Hong Kong, was released on the 

internet overnight. In the video, Kean makes comments 

which appear to be critical of Allardyce during his 

conversation with fans in a bar. In footage in which 

expletives are used, Kean also appears to predict Rovers 

will finish in the top half of the Premier League and win 

the Carling Cup. Rovers were relegated from the Premier 

League amid scenes of unrest and protest against Kean 

and India-based owners Venky's. Kean has been a hugely 

unpopular appointment since being promoted from within 

to replace the sacked Allardyce in December 2010. Despite 

repeated calls for his removal by fans, Venky's have 

strongly backed him and are due to meet the Scot for post-

season talks in India this week. A petition demanding 

Kean's dismissal has attracted around 4,500 signatures. 

 

SWEDEN BRING IN ELMANDER 
Young striker John Guidetti has been left out of 
Sweden's 23-man squad for Euro 2012, but the injured 
Johan Elmander has been selected. The 20-year-old 
Guidetti, who is owned by Manchester City, had been 
strongly tipped to make the squad after an impressive 
season on loan at Feyenoord, but failed to make the cut 
because of an injury. However, Elmander, who suffered 
a suspected serious foot injury in Galatasaray's goalless 
draw with Fenerbahce at the weekend, has been 
included in coach Erik Hamren's squad. 

 

 

SEEDORF KEEN ON BOTAFOGO 
The agent of Clarence Seedorf has insisted that his 
client's wage demands would not stand in the way of a 
move to Botafogo. Speaking on Friday afternoon, 
representative Giovanni Branchini explained that 
Seedorf was not motivated by salary considerations, 
and that he wanted to ensure that he continued to play 
at the highest level. Speaking to Globosporte “Of course 
the financial side has to be acceptable, but the key for 
him is to enjoy new, winning experiences." The former 
Netherlands international, 36, has a great desire to play 
in the native country of his wife. 
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RESULTS ROUND-UP 
EUROPE 

UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE – Final  
Radamel Falcao (pictured below) stood up to be counted once again as 
Atlético Madrid claimed the 2011/12 Europa League title after defeating 
Athletic Bilbao 3-0 in the all-Spanish final at the National Arena in 
Bucharest. The Colombian striker, who scored the winner for former 
club Porto in last season's final, produced two superb individual efforts in the first-half alongside an 
equally fantastic clincher from Diego to ensure that Atlético regained the trophy that they last won in 

2010. Falcao's 12 goals also confirmed him as the tournament's top scorer for the second campaign running, as Bilbao never 
found a way back into the match, despite laying siege to the Atlético goal for large periods in the second-half. Atlético were 
on the front foot straight from kickoff, impressing with some incisive link-up play in the attacking third. When the opener 
arrived after seven minutes, though, it was all down to the brilliance of one man. The ball was played to Falcao on the right 

side of the box, who  showed delicate footwork to 
manufacture an inch of space and bend a 
sumptuous effort past Gorka Iraizoz into the top 
corner. Bilbao were slow to respond to the setback, 
and were faced with further danger when Diego 
dragged a shot wide from the edge of the area. 
Atlético's threat diminished shortly after, however, 
as they seemed content to sit back and invite Bilbao 
to take the game to them, an offer which the 
Basque outfit accepted. Fernando Llorente sliced a 
close range volley off target, before Iker Muniain 
forced Thibaut Courtois into a smart save with a low 
drive from just outside the box, as Marcelo Bielsa's 
men began to establish a foothold in the match. But 
just when they looked to be turning the match back 
into their favour, they were taken apart by another 
moment of quality from Falcao on 34 minutes. Arda 
Turan's pass found the Colombian in a great 

position, whose twists and turns left marker Jon Aurtenetxe on his backside before blasting home from close range for his 
29th Europa League goal in 29 games. The momentum was now with Atlético, and Falcao nearly rounded off his hat-trick on 
the stroke of half-time after cutting in from the left side, but this time, his finish deserted him as he fired over. Bilbao came 
storming out of the break, and a strong run and cross from Muniain was turned away at the last by Diego Godin with Llorente 
lurking for the tap-in. Inigo Perez’s tricky cross-cum-shot forced Courtois to tip over and as the game crossed the hour mark, 
Bilbao slowly began to set up shop deep in the Atlético half. Two chances went begging for Marcelo Biesla's men, with both 
Andoni Iraola and Oscar De Marcos firing over the bar from positions where they really should have hit the target.  Susaeta 
went even closer with just over 10 minutes to go with a low drive from the right that Courtois did well to beat away. But with 
large numbers camped in the opposition half, Bilbao were always vulnerable on the counter. Falcao had another chance to 
complete his treble after breaking free in the 80th minute, but could only strike the post with Iraizoz beaten. Bilbao were 
caught out on the break again five minutes before the end, and this time Atlético made them pay. Collecting the ball a fair 
distance from goal, Diego left two defenders in his dust before stroking a fine finish across Iraizoz to put the match beyond 
any doubt. Ibai produced a late thumper that hit the woodwork, but it was of little consequence, as Bilbao's European 
adventure ended in tears, with Atlético emerging as Europa League champions for the second time in two years.  

 

 

RESULTS 
Wednesday 9th May 2012 

ATLÉTICO MADRID 3-0 ATHLETIC BILBAO 
 
 

 
 

WINNERS - THE PAST 20 YEARS 
2011/12 Atlético Madrid (ESP) 

2010/11 FC Porto (POR) 

2009/10 Atlético Madrid (ESP) 

2008/09 Shakhtar Donetsk (UKR) 

2007/08 Zenit St. Petersburg (RUS) 

2006/07 Sevilla (ESP) 

2005/06 Sevilla (ESP) 

2004/05 CSKA Moscow (RUS) 

2003/04 Valencia (ESP) 

2002/03 FC Porto (POR) 

2001/02 Feyenoord (NED) 

2000/01 Liverpool (ENG) 

1999/2000 Galatasaray (TUR) 

1998/99 Parma (ITA) 

1997/98 Inter Milan (ITA) 

1996/97 Schalke 04 (GER) 

1995/96 Bayern Munich (GER) 

1994/95 Parma (ITA) 

1993/94 Inter Milan (ITA) 

1992/93 Juventus (ITA) 
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ENGLAND: BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE 
Last Tuesday at Anfield, Liverpool gained slight revenge for last weekend’s FA Cup Final 
defeat thrashing Chelsea 4-1. The first goal came after 19 minutes when Luis Suarez broke 
clear down the right and advanced into the area, holding off the challenge of Oriol Romeu 
before Michael Essien bundled the Uruguayan's pullback into his own net. The Reds 
doubled their advantage six minutes later when John Terry should have cut out a through 
ball down the middle, but allowed Jordan Henderson to go through one-on-one with Ross 

Turnbull and pass into the far corner. It went from bad to worse for the Blues when Carroll headed a corner into 
the turf for centre-back Daniel Agger to then loop a header over three Chelsea men on the line. Former Red 
Fernando Torres came within inches of pulling one back before the interval but his bullet effort from a tight angle 
cannoned back off the underside off the crossbar. Stewart Downing, without a goal this season, then smacked 
Turnbull's crossbar before being gifted the chance to break his duck from the penalty spot after Carroll was 
brought down. However, the England winger placed his spot kick into the foot of the post. Chelsea pulled one 
back five minutes into the second half when Florent Malouda's free kick went through a crowd of players before 
hitting Ramires's midriff and dribbling over the line. Kenny Dalglish's men restored their three-goal advantage on 
the hour when Turnbull's attempted clearance fell at the feet of Jonjo Shelvey, who guided his long-range effort 
into an unguarded net. 
 
On Sunday, the championship went to Eastlands after a dramatic twist at the end of the game at the Etihad. 
Manchester City become Premier League champions for the first time since 1968. It was nervy game for the Sky 
Blues fans as second-half goals from Djibril Cisse and Jamie Mackie, either side of a Joey Barton red card, seemed 

to have turned the entire season on its head. That 
rivals Manchester United should be denied their 
20th title just made the joy so much sweeter, as 
first Edin Dzeko nodded the Blues level before 
Sergio Aguero collected Mario Balotelli’s return 
pass and drove home the goal that crowned City 
champions. QPR was saved from relegation due to 
Bolton’s failure to beat Stoke.  Man City having 
dropped just two points at home all season, had 
little to worry about from QPR, who had two points 
in eleven away games and conceded six at Chelsea 
a fortnight ago. For 38 minutes though, City could 
not break the Rangers defence. Mark Hughes had 
set his team up to spend long periods without the 

ball and challenged City to find an opening. Spanish playmaker David Silva came closest, driving one shot wide, 
having a near-post effort saved by Paddy Kenny and another goalbound strike blocked by Barton. It needed 
something a little bit different for City to open their opponents up and full-back Pablo Zabaleta provided it. In his 
previous 152 appearances for City, the Argentinean had scored just three goals. With a sense of anxiety gripping 
the stands as news of their temporary status as number two in the Premier League filtered through, Zabaleta 
scorched in from the right flank. He kept advancing after laying a pass off to Silva, who in turn fed Yaya Toure. It 
meant he was within striking range when Toure flicked the ball through and let fly with a fierce effort towards the 
far post. The stadium erupted and whatever was happening at the Stadium of Light did not matter. The joy lasted 
until just after the break, Joleon Lescott made a catastrophic decision to head Shaun Wright-Phillips’ lofted pass 
back to Joe Hart. French poacher Djibril Cisse read it and duly smashed a first-time shot into the bottom corner. 
Back came all those nerves, although the worry was soon replaced by fury at Barton’s antics. Carlos Tevez was the 
perpetrator starting a scuffle with Barton, but it will be Barton who will receive an automatic suspension for 
elbowing Carlos Tevez in the face in retaliation. But Barton will face a lengthy ban after the additional attack on 
Aguero, which was a deliberate knee to the back of the Argentine striker, and an attempted headbutt onto City 
captain Vincent Kompany.  As Barton was ushered from the field (pictured above right), sparking a mass 
confrontation which stupidly substitute Mario Balotelli wanted to get involved in. The drama had only just begun 
though, when substitute Armand Traore skipped past Zabaleta on a rare foray forward, his far-post cross was 
perfect for Mackie, 
who launched 
himself at the ball 
with a diving header 
neither goalkeeper 
Joe Hart nor Lescott 
could keep out. Now 
City had only one 
course of action 
open to them. On 
came Dzeko, then 
Balotelli in a frantic 
attempt to grab a 
lifeline. Both came 
close, Dzeko hitting a 
post, Balotelli 
drawing a fine save 
from Kenny as QPR 
abandoned any 
pretext of attacking intent. It all looked to be in vain as the game entered five minutes of stoppage time. Even the 
celebrations at Dzeko’s leveller, when there were under four minutes left, were muted. But when Aguero scored 
his 30th - and by far the most important and dramatic - goal of the season 120 seconds later, the roof came off 
the Etihad. This was undoubtedly the greatest end to a season in the twenty years of the Premier League. 
 
Manchester United began the day knowing that even victory at Sunderland would not guarantee them an historic 
and dramatic title triumph.  They had to secure a win to even stand a chance and Wayne Rooney duly delivered 
by nodding home a Phil Jones centre in the 20th minute. With chances at a premium, though, United comfortably 
closed the game out in the second half, with Sunderland rarely ever looking like scoring ending their 
disappointing season. As the final whistle went, the events at the Etihad Stadium began to come to light with the 
astonishing news that Sergio Aguero had struck a sensational last-minute winner to snatch the title right out of 
United's grasp. 

 
RESULTS 

Tuesday 8th May 2012 
LIVERPOOL 4-1 CHELSEA 

 
Sunday 13th May 2012 

CHELSEA 2-1 BLACKBURN ROVERS 
EVERTON 3-1 NEWCASTLE UNITED 

MANCHESTER CITY 3-2 QUEENS PARK RANGERS 
NORWICH CITY 2-0 ASTON VILLA 

STOKE CITY 2-2 BOLTON WANDERERS 
SUNDERLAND 0-1 MANCHESTER UNITED 

SWANSEA CITY 1-0 LIVERPOOL 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 2-0 FULHAM 

WEST BROMWICH ALBION 2-3 ARSENAL 
WIGAN ATHLETIC 3-2 WOLVES 

 

 
 

FINAL LEAGUE TABLE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MAN CITY 38 28 5 5 89 

2 MAN UTD 38 28 5 5 89 

3 ARSENAL 38 21 7 10 70 

4 TOTTENHAM 38 20 9 9 69 

5 NEWCASTLE 38 19 8 11 65 

6 CHELSEA 38 18 10 10 64 

7 EVERTON 38 15 11 12 56 

8 LIVERPOOL 38 14 10 14 52 

9 FULHAM 38 14 10 14 52 

10 WEST BROM 38 13 8 17 47 

11 SWANSEA 38 12 11 15 47 

12 NORWICH 38 12 11 15 47 

13 SUNDERLAND 38 11 12 15 45 

14 STOKE CITY 38 11 12 15 45 

15 WIGAN 38 11 10 17 43 

16 ASTON VILLA 38 7 17 14 38 

17 QPR 38 10 7 21 37 

18 BOLTON 38 10 6 22 36 

19 BLACKBURN 38 8 7 23 31 

20 WOLVES 38 5 10 23 25 
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Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur clinched third and fourth spots with wins in their last games. Three horrendous 
errors from goalkeeper Marton Fulop handed Arsenal a vital 3-2 victory over West Brom at The Hawthorns. The 
first half began in frenetic fashion as the Gunners took the lead through Yossi Benayoun (pictured right). Fulop, on 
his Premier League debut, was indecisive as a pass came back to him from his defender, and Benayoun took 
advantage to take the ball past him and slot into an empty net. However, the home team clearly wanted to give 
manager Hodgson the best send-off possible in his last game in charge, and in the 11th minute they drew level. 
James Morrison went on a weaving run through the heart of the midfield, and his through-ball found Long in 
acres of space. Long placed his finish calmly into the net despite looking like he was running from an offside 
position and West Brom were back on level terms. Just three minutes later, the home side found themselves 
ahead, with Morrison again playing a key role. His lofted pass found Dorrans, who skilfully flicked the ball over 
Koscielny and hit a shot on the half-volley past Wojciech Szczesny to give WBA a 2-1 lead. In the 29th minute, 
another disappointing effort from Fulop handed Arsenal an equaliser. The ball made its way to Andre Santos, and 
his speculative effort from just outside the penalty area found its way into the net despite the Hungarian getting a 
hand to the shot. In the 54th minute, Fulop once again proved to be problematic in-between the sticks. A corner 
came in from the left, and he could have caught the ball under no pressure from any Arsenal attacker. However, 
he failed to gather the cross cleanly, and punched it into the path of Laurent Koscielny, who gleefully swept the 
ball home to give the away side a 3-2 victory. 
 
Arsenal’s rivals Tottenham Hotspur grabbed a comfortable 2-0 home win over Fulham. After just 90 seconds, Luka 
Modric worked inside from the left to find Rafael van der Vaart, who played a delightful through ball into the path 
of Emmanuel Adebayor, and the Togo international coolly slotted home confidently to give Spurs a 1-0 lead. 
Jermaine Defoe came on as a substitute for Van de Vaart midway through the second half as the hosts continued 
to enjoy possession, and he immediately made an impact. Fulham failed to clear their lines and Lennon’s 
deflected strike fell to Defoe, who managed to scramble the ball home from six yards and double Tottenham’s 
advantage. 
 
Everton defeated Newcastle United 3-1 on the final day of the Premier League season to end the visitors’ 
Champions League hopes. Everton got lucky with their first two goals; they went ahead courtesy of a deflected 
effort from Stephen Pienaar. The South African tried his luck from distance and his effort took a crucial touch off 
Mike Williamson before flying over goalkeeper Tim Krul's head and into the back of the net. Everton were well on 
top of the Magpies and their domination was rewarded with a second goal just before the half hour. Newcastle 
were disorganised in defence, but Nickla Jelavic clerly controlled the ball with his forearm before his first effort 
was superbly stopped by Krul, only for the Croatian to react first and sweep home the rebound to double 
Everton's advantage. However a moment of miscommunication between Tony Hibbert and Tim Howard handed 
the visitors a lifeline with 20 minutes still to play. Hibbert headed the ball back to the keeper from Yohan Cabaye's 
long pass but realised too late that Howard had already come to collect after the ball and put it into his own net.  
Australian substitute Tim Cahill (pictured right) was shown a late red card for raising his hands on Cabaye as 
members of both sides were involved in a scuffle at the end of the match. 
 
The Champions League final proved little distraction for Chelsea as they condemned the already relegated 
Blackburn Rovers to a 2-1 defeat in their last game. The west Londoners flew out of the blocks at Stamford Bridge, 
creating numerous openings in the first 25 minutes. However the deputising Jake Kean made an impressive start 
in the Rovers' goal and was at hand to keep the scores level. A goal looked inevitable though, and did eventually 
come through John Terry after half an hour, while a second from Meireles following after a matter of minutes. It 
was completely one-way traffic from there on in, with the hosts wasting several chances to add a third before the 
break. The hosts started strongly in the second half too, nearly adding a third early on. However it was the visiting 
side that scored the next goal, Scott Dann heading into the back of the net. Despite the setback, the home side 
managed to see out the win with ease. 
 
Swansea ended their first-ever Premier League campaign with a 1-0 win over Kenny Dalglish’s Liverpool at the 
Liberty Stadium. A late solitary strike from Danny Graham was enough for the Welsh side, but it was a dull contest 
with neither side having enough meaningful efforts on goal and a lack of tempo and quality throughout. Liverpool 
ended their horrendous season with a whimper but do have Europa League football next season due to collecting 
the Carling Cup. 
 
Norwich City capped off a superb first season back in the top flight with a convincing 2-0 victory over struggling 
Aston Villa. The Canaries were in control at Carrow Road from the first minute and took an early lead when Grant 
Holt bundled home a free-kick. Simeon Jackson made the most of Carlos Cuellar's error to double the lead as Villa 
offered very little in resistance. The away side were poor throughout and the performance gained Alex McLeish 
the prospect of looking for employment as Villa sacked him on Monday afternoon. 
 
Bolton Wanderers were relegated from the after drawing 2-2 at the Britannia Stadium to Stoke City. The Potters 
went ahead thanks to a huge mistake by referee Chris Foy. Bolton’s goalie Adam Bogdan came to claim the ball 
from a cross and was fouled by Jonathan Walters who took taking the initiative when Bodgan dropped the ball 
and Walters nodded in the loose ball. Bolton soon fought back and got two goals in succession, one as bizarre as 
the last. Mark Davies had the ball ricochet off him from a clearance and past Thomas Sorenson, before Kevin 
Davies' cross-come-shot surprised the Dane at his near-post. All hope faded, however, as Stoke were awarded a 
penalty following Bogdan's foul on Peter Crouch, Walters taking it and getting his team's second of the day. Owen 
Coyle will spend the summer trying to rebuild Bolton for the campaign in the Championship next season. Chris 
Foy may find himself their too after this game with his horrendous decision. 
 
Finally, Wigan Athletic earned a successful end to their campaign with a 3-2 victory against bottom-of-the-table 
Wolves. Matt Jarvis gave Wolves the lead inside the opening 10 minutes at the DW Stadium, but a goal from 
Franco Di Santo followed by a brace from Emerson Boyce gave Wigan their seventh win from their final nine 
matches. In what was a party atmosphere at the packed out DW Stadium, Wigan were largely in control of the 
game against a side who looked every inch a bottom of the table team. But the away side opened the scoring just 
nine minutes into the game when Matthew Jarvis found space on the edge of the box, controlling David Edward's 
pass before unleashing a delightful curling finish into the top corner. The Wigan supporters were soon back in full 
voice though, as just two minutes later the in-form Di Santo netted his third goal from his last five appearances 
after driving a well directed shot into the bottom corner. This ended Terry Connors reign as Wolves manager 
without a single victory, Ståle Solbakken has come in from FC Koln to try and steer this ship back into the top 
flight. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

GOLDEN BOOT 
NAME TEAM GOALS 

ROBIN VAN PERSIE ARSENAL 30 

WAYNE ROONEY MAN UNITED 27 

SERGIO AGUERO MAN CITY 23 

EMMANUEL ADEBAYOR TOTTENHAM 17 

CLINT DEMPSEY FULHAM 17 

YAKUBU BLACKBURN 17 
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SPAIN: LIGA BBVA 
Barcelona completed their disappointing La Liga campaign with a 2-2 draw at Real Betis, 
while Valencia tasted defeat at Real Sociedad. A header from Seydou Keita in additional 
time helped Barca salvage a point in head coach Pep Guardiola's last league game in charge 
after a Ruben Castro brace put mid-table Betis ahead. Brazilian Dani Alves was sent off in 
the 53rd minute in what proved to be a turning point after Barcelona had looked in control 
of the encounter. Sergio Busquets put the visitors ahead when he headed in a curling Xavi 

corner in the ninth minute, but they squandered 
several opportunities to double their lead before 
the interval. Betis were handed a way back into the 
contest when Alves inexplicably lunged at Jefferson 
Montero to pick up his second yellow card of the 
match. The home side were buoyed by the sending 
off and became more aggressive in their search of 
an equaliser. Betis piled on the pressure and 
grabbed their leveller on 71 minutes. Paraguayan 
substitute Roque Santa Cruz flicked the ball into 
the path of Castro, who chipped his shot over the 
onrushing Victor Valdes. Betis turned the game on 
its head when they took the lead in the 75th 
minute after a clever passing move. The neat move 

saw Castro released behind the Barca defence, and the striker placed his finish past Valdes and into the bottom 
corner for his 16th goal of the season. There was to be late drama as Keita managed to get on the end of Martin 
Montoya's cross in the 92nd minute to send a brilliant header into the far corner as Barca earned a dramatic point.  
 
Third-placed Valencia rounded out their campaign on a low note, suffering a 1-0 reverse at Real Sociedad. French 
youngster Antoine Griezmann, (pictured left) who scored the winner in the meeting between the teams earlier this 
season, netted the only goal of the game on 64 minutes as Unai Emery's four-year stint at Valencia finished in 
defeat before he moves onto managing in Russia. 
 
Champions Real Madrid reached a century of points for the season as they rounded off a memorable campaign by 
thrashing Real Mallorca 4-1. Cristiano Ronaldo and Karim Benzema scored first-half goals before Germany 
international Mesut Ozil (pictured right) added 
a third four minutes after half-time. Gonzalo 
Castro pulled a goal back three minutes later, 
but Ozil's second of the night just before the 
hour mark put the seal on a 32nd win from 38 
games. 
 
From playing in the Champions League group 
phase earlier this season, Villarreal will spend 
next term in the second tier after a 1-0 home 
defeat by Atletico. Radamel Falcao scored the 
only goal of the game with two minutes left at 
El Madrigal as Atletico followed up their 
midweek Europa League final success by 
claiming fifth spot in the table. 
 
Real Zaragoza had started the day in the last relegation spot, but clambered to safety courtesy of a 2-0 success at 
eight-man Getafe. Pablo Sarabia was sent off for Getafe on 26 minutes for a second bookable offence and 
Zaragoza took the lead on 58 minutes through Apono's penalty after Miguel Torres had been dismissed. Zaragoza 
substitute Tomislav Dujmovic was then shown a red card and Getafe's Miku was sent off with three minutes to go 
before former Tottenham striker Helder Postiga scored the visitors' second in stoppage-time. 
 
Rayo Vallecano, meanwhile, were indebted to an injury-time goal from Raul Tamudo to nick a 1-0 home win over 
Granada which salvaged survival. 
 
Ambitious Malaga held on to fourth position after Salomon Rondon's (pictured right) second-half goal earned a 1-0 
home triumph over relegated Sporting Gijon. Rondon had struck the post in the first half before finding the target 
on 49 minutes, while Malaga had Isco sent off late on. 
 
Sevilla were forced to settle for a mid-table finish after letting the lead slip in a 1-1 draw away to Espanyol. Alvaro 
Negredo had given Sevilla the lead deep into first-half stoppage-time, but Philippe Coutinho scored a 77th minute 
equaliser for the hosts. 
 
Bottom club Racing Santander bowed out of the top flight by losing 4-2 at home to Osasuna in an eventful 
encounter. Christian Stuani had given Santander a second minute lead, which they held until nine minutes after 
half-time when Ibrahima Balde equalised. Alvaro Cejudo, who had struck the post in the first half, put Osasuna in 
front on 67 minutes and Raul Garcia increased the lead four minutes later after his penalty had been saved. Jairo 
Samperio reduced the deficit with nine minutes to go, but Osasuna had the final say when Roversio scored in the 
last minute. 
 
Levante leapfrogged Mallorca into sixth spot after Abdelkhader Ghezzal scored twice in a 3-0 home win over 
Europa League runners-up Athletic Bilbao. Ghezzal scored at the end of the first half and midway through the 
second period before substitute Javier Farinos converted an 88th minute penalty. 
 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 12th May 2012 
REAL SOCIEDAD 1-0 VALENCIA 

REAL BETIS 2-2 BARCELONA 
 

Sunday 13th May 2012 
GETAFE 0-2 REAL ZARAGOZA 

LEVANTE vs. ATHLETIC BILBAO 
REAL MADRID 4-1 MALLORCA 

RAYO VALLECANO 1-0 GRANADA 
ESPANYOL 1-1 SEVILLA 

MALAGA 1-0 SPORTING GIJON 
VILLARREAL 1-0 ATLÉTICO MADRID 
RACING SANTANDER 2-4 OSASUNA 

 
 

FINAL LEAGUE TABLE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 REAL MADRID 38 32 4 2 100 

2 BARCELONA 38 28 7 3 91 

3 VALENCIA 38 17 10 11 61 

4 MALAGA 38 17 7 14 58 

5 ATLÉTICO 38 15 11 12 56 

6 LEVANTE 38 16 7 15 55 

7 OSASUNA 38 13 15 10 54 

8 MALLORCA 38 14 10 14 52 

9 SEVILLA 38 13 11 14 50 

10 BILBAO 38 12 13 13 49 

11 GETAFE 38 12 11 15 47 

12 SOCIEDAD 38 12 11 15 47 

13 BETIS 38 13 8 17 47 

14 ESPANYOL 38 12 10 16 46 

15 RAYO 38 13 4 21 43 

16 ZARAGOZA 38 12 7 19 43 

17 GRANADA 38 12 6 20 42 

18 VILLARREAL 38 9 14 15 41 

19 GIJON 38 10 7 21 37 

20 SANTANDER 38 4 15 19 27 

 
 

 
 
 

TROFEO PICHICHI 
NAME TEAM GOALS 

LIONEL MESSI BARCELONA 50 

CRISTANO RONALDO REAL MADRID 46 

RADAMEL FALCAO ATLETICO 24 

GONZALO HIGUAIN REAL MADRID 22 

KARIM BENZEMA REAL MADRID 21 
 

 

  



 
 

10 
 

ITALY: SERIE A TIM 
Italy’s Serie A said farewell to many legends of the league on Sunday. This included 
Juventus’ Alessandro Del Piero (pictured at the bottom of the page).  His team ended their 
title-winning season unbeaten after a 3-1 victory over Atalanta. The outgoing 37-year-old, 
who has played over 500 games for Juventus, scored his side's second goal as they won 
their 23rd game of the season. Juventus needed to avoid a loss to Atalanta to complete 
their season undefeated and Luca Marrone put them on their way with a goal in the 10th 

minute. Del Piero doubled the home side's lead with a curled shot from outside the penalty area in the 28th 
minute, which sparked huge celebrations among the Juventus supporters. An own goal from Juventus defender 
Stephan Lichtsteiner in the 83rd minute gave Atalanta a chance of snatching a draw but Andrea Barzagli's 90th-
minute penalty wrapped up the home side's win. Juventus finished the season with 23 wins and 15 draws from 38 
matches to win the Scudetto undefeated. 
 
There was an emotional goal for Filippo Inzaghi, too, as he scored a late winner on his farewell appearance to earn 
AC Milan the points with a 2-1 victory against relegated Novara. With Milan finishing runners-up in Serie A, veteran 
Inzaghi announced earlier this week he would leave the San Siro at the end of the season, along with Alessandro 
Nesta, Mark van Bommel and Gennaro Gattuso. And the striker said his goodbyes to the Rossoneri fans with an 
83rd-minute goal as 
Milan came from 
behind to win. 
Santiago Garcia had 
earlier given Novara 
an unexpected lead, 
but that was 
cancelled out by 
Mathieu Flamini. 
Inzaghi ensured a 
fairytale finish to his 
Milan career eight 
minutes from time, 
running on to a ball 
from Seedorf before 
slotting low into the 
centre of the net.  
 
Antonio Di Natale 
and Diego Fabbrini scored as Udinese claimed their fourth straight win, 2-0 at Catania, to clinch a place in next 
season's Champions League qualifying round. Francesco Guidolin's men showed no signs of nerves as they took the 
game straight to mid-table Catania, Di Natale grabbed the opener in the 20th minute with an angled shot in the 
box after an assist from Maurizio Domizzi. The hosts should have equalised in the 37th minute when Mehdi 
Benatia fouled Andrea Catellani in the box but Alejandro Gomez fired the Catania spot-kick wide. Di Natale went 
close again at the start of the second half and Udinese extended their lead in the 58th minute when Kwadwo 
Asamoah set up Fabbrini who hit a right-footed shot into the bottom left corner. 
 
Napoli failed to earn a place in the Champions League despite defeating Siena 2-1. The win, secured thanks to a 
brace from defender Andrea Dossena, was rendered meaningless by Udinese's victory which meant that they 
finished third, with Walter Mazzarri's side having to settle for fifth place and a place in the Europa League next 
season. Mattia Destro scored Siena's consolation as they completed a successful season in 14th place. 
 
Lazio signed off in style as they beat Inter Milan 3-1. Lazio went behind on the stroke of half-time when Inter's 
Diego Milito scored from the penalty spot. Libor Kozak equalised before the hour and team-mate Antonio 
Candreva put the hosts ahead four minutes later. Inter almost drew level with nine minutes remaining after Lazio's 
Giuseppe Biava deflected visiting captain Javier Zanetti's cross towards the post. Lazio made sure of victory when 
Stefano Mauri struck his team's third goal seconds from time. 
 
Lecce were relegated to Serie B after ending the season with a 1-0 defeat at Chievo. Only a win would have given 
Serse Cosmi's side any chance of staying up, but even then, they were reliant on Genoa losing at home to Palermo. 
Chievo ended Lecce's spirited battle at the Stadio Bentegodi with a goal from Kamil Vacek in the 78th minute 
sealing their demise. Moris Carrozzieri was then shown a straight red card in the 81st minute as Lecce's survival bid 
disappeared. 
 
Genoa preserved their top-flight status on the final day of the season with a 2-0 win over Palermo behind closed 
doors at the Stadio Luigi Ferraris. Knowing they might need a point to avoid relegation, Genoa secured a more 
convincing outcome with two second-half goals downing the Sicilians. Giuseppe Sculli and Alberto Gilardino scored 
for the Rossoblu, who will be happy to put this season behind them and move on to the next campaign. 
 
Fiorentina's wretched run at home continued after they ended their season with a disappointing goalless draw 
against Cagliari. La Viola are now winless in six matches at the Artemio Franchi stadium - a run stretching back to 
March 4 - following Sunday's lacklustre showing. And it could have been worse had goalkeeper Norberto Neto not 
pulled off a marvellous save to deny Radja Nainggolan in the closing stages. Neto's stop also denied Cagliari from 
claiming a first win on the road since they beat Catania 1-0 on December 4. 
 
Parma clinched a club-record seventh consecutive win with a 1-0 victory over Bologna at a packed Ennio Tardini 
stadium. A goal from Jonathan Biabiany in the 37th minute gave the Gialloblu a perfect end to the season and 
sealed an eighth-place finish for Roberto Donadoni's men. The Gialloblu finished level on 56 points with seventh-
place Roma. Bologna, meanwhile, ended their campaign five points adrift of Parma in ninth position. 
 
Roma coach Luis Enrique celebrated his last game in charge with a 3-2 victory over Cesena. Simone Del Nero 
scored for the hosts in the ninth minute only for Bojan Krkic to equalise before the half-hour mark. Erik Lamela put 
Roma in front for the first time in the 32nd minute and team-mate Daniele De Rossi made it 3-1 four minutes into 
the second half. Mario Santana gave Cesena a late lifeline, but Roma held on for their 15th win of the campaign.  

 
RESULTS 

Sunday 13th May 2012 
JUVENTUS 3-1 ATALANTA 
FIORENTINA 0-0 CAGLIARI 

AC MILAN 2-1 NOVARA 
PARMA 1-0 BOLOGNA 
CESENA 2-3 AS ROMA 

LAZIO 3-1 INTER MILAN 
CHIEVO 1-0 LECCE 

GENOA 2-0 PALERMO 
NAPOLI 2-1 SIENA 

CATANIA 0-2 UDINESE 
 
 

FINAL LEAGUE TABLE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 JUVENTUS 38 23 15 0 84 

2 AC MILAN 38 24 8 6 80 

3 UDINESE 38 18 10 10 64 

4 LAZIO 38 18 8 12 62 

5 NAPOLI 38 16 13 9 61 

6 INTER 38 17 7 14 58 

7 ROMA 38 16 8 14 56 

8 PARMA 38 15 11 12 56 

9 BOLOGNA 38 13 12 13 51 

10 CHIEVO 38 12 13 13 49 

11 CATANIA 38 11 15 12 48 

12 ATALANTA 38 13 13 12 46 

13 FIORENTINA 38 11 13 14 46 

14 SIENA 38 11 11 16 44 

15 CAGLIARI 38 10 13 15 43 

16 PALERMO 38 11 10 17 43 

17 GENOA 38 11 9 18 42 

18 LECCE 38 8 12 18 36 

19 NOVARA 38 7 11 20 32 

20 CESENA 38 4 10 24 22 
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FRANCE: LIGUE 1 
On Thursday, Lyon consolidated fourth spot in Ligue 1 with a hard-fought 3-1 win over Evian 
TG at Parc des Sports. Remi Garde's team, who have booked a place in next year's Europa 
League after winning the Coupe de France, secured the come-from-behind win after Bakary 
Kone, Jimmy Briand and Alexandre Lacazette netted. 
 
Montpellier moved to the brink of a maiden Ligue 1 title while Auxerre were condemned to 

relegation on Sunday. Substitute Karim Ait Fana scored the winner from close range in the fourth minute of injury-
time to help Montpellier beat defending champions Lille 1-0 at the Stade de la Mosson. The championship will be 
decided next weekend, with Rene Girard's Montpellier needing just a point from their final match of the season.  
 
Despite being relegated to Ligue 2 after falling 3-0 to Marseille, Auxerre still have a part to play in the destination of 
this season's title. Auxerre host Montpellier in the final round of Ligue 1 and a win for the hosts, coupled with a PSG 
victory would see the trophy make its way to Paris for the first time since 1994. 
 
A spectacular second-half hat-trick from Brazilian 
striker Nene (pictured right) kept PSG's championship 
hopes alive as they disposed of Stade Rennes 3-0 in the 
French capital. This match was all square and finely 
poised when the sides went in at the interval, but 
Rennes were blown away in the first 20 minutes of the 
second half. The Bretons were unable to cope with the 
skill and speed of Menez and the finishing of Nenê, 
with the latter opening the scoring two minutes after 
the restart. He then curled in a stunning free-kick after 
Menez had been brought down, before completing his 
hat-trick from the spot after Menez had again been 
fouled. 
 
Ryad Boudebouz produced a virtuoso display to guide 
FC Sochaux-Montbéliard to a 3-1 win over SM Caen 
and boost Les Lionceaux's chances of playing top flight 
football next season. With just two points separating 
Caen in 15th and Sochaux in 17th, this match was 
relegation six-pointer if ever there was one. Caen had 
the best chance of a lively opening quarter but veteran 
and former Sochaux striker Pierre-Alain Frau was just 
off-target with his effort on 16 minutes. Ten minutes 
later Sochaux made Caen and Frau pay for his 
negligence as Privat, who had earlier missed a good 
chance of his own, took advantage of some rash 
goalkeeping from Alexis Thébaux to knock home Algerian international Boudebouz's perfectly weighted free kick. It 
was the 22-year old striker's fifth goal of the season and almost without doubt his most important. 
 
Yoann Gourcuff was sent off as Olympique Lyonnais picked up a point with a 1-1 draw at AC Ajaccio on Sunday, a 
result that leaves the hosts mired in the bottom three. Gourcuff's 50th-minute dismissal did not prevent Bafétimbi 
Gomis putting OL ahead just four minutes later with his 14th of the league season. However, Eduardo levelled from 
the spot on 59 minutes for the Corsican hosts, who had Anthony Lippini sent off in second-half stoppage time, and 
who now go to Toulouse FC next Sunday with their destiny largely out of their own hands. 
 
Bruno Grougi (pictured right) was the hero as Brest gave their survival hopes a boost with a vital 1-0 victory at home 
to Valenciennes. The reverse match back in August had finished in a nervy 0-0 draw and given the home side's 
precarious position in the table this one was always going to be tense. With only 29 goals scored so far this season, it 
is clear where Brest have been found wanting. If the Bretons do indeed escape the drop it will be largely thanks to 
the goalscoring of Bruno Grougi. 
 
Nancy confirmed their top-flight status for next season, overcoming Saint Etienne 3-2 at the Stade Mercel Picot. 
Nancy took the lead six minutes in at the Stade Marcel-Picot courtesy of Benjamin Moukandjo and never looked 
back. The same player increased the hosts' lead in the 21st minute before Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang pulled one 
back for Les Verts. However, Yohan Mollo got Nancy's third before half-time and Saint-Etienne were unable to come 
back again, even if veteran Laurent Battlès did bring it back to 3-2 twenty minutes from the end. 
 
Nice's Nemanja Pejcinovic (pictured right) missed a penalty kick in his side's 1-1 draw with Evian TG. Pejcinovic put 
through his own net to give the visitors the lead after just 13 minutes on the Côte d'Azur. However, he redeemed 
himself by hauling Les Aiglons level ten minutes before the break to earn René Marsiglia's side a share of the spoils. 
They are 13th, but just a single point clear of the relegation zone ahead of the final round of matches, when they 
travel to Lyon. Meanwhile, Evian remain on course to finish ninth, a remarkable achievement in their first-ever 
season in Ligue 1. 
 
Ligue 1 survival was the order of the day for Dijon as they took on Toulouse in Burgundy, something which perhaps 
explained the slow start to the match.  Neither side was really able to carve out much in the way of goal scoring 
opportunities in a largely uneventful first quarter. That all changed when Dijon seized the initiative when Abdoulaye 
Meité rose highest at the back post to turn on Eric Bauthéac's teasing cross on 28 minutes. His and Dijon's joy was 
short-lived as TFC hit back in the final minute of the half. Etienne Capoue threaded a perfect pass which split the 
Dijon defence allowing 19-year-old Amadou Soukouna to mark his first Ligue 1 start with his maiden top-flight goal to 
level just before half-time.  

 
RESULTS 

Thursday 10th May 2012 
EVIAN TG 1-3 LYON 

 
Sunday 13th May 2012 

AJACCIO 1-1 LYON 
BORDEAUX 1-0 LORIENT 

BREST 1-0 VALENCIENNES 
CAEN 1-3 SOCHAUX 

DIJON 1-1 TOULOUSE 
MARSEILLE 3-0 AUXERRE 
MONTPELLIER 1-0 LILLE 

NANCY 3-2 SAINT-ETIENNE 
NICE 1-1 EVIAN TG 

PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN 3-0 STADE RENNES 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 MONTPELLIER 37 24 7 6 79 

2 PSG 37 22 10 5 76 

3 LILLE 37 20 11 6 71 

4 LYON 37 19 7 11 64 

5 BORDEAUX 37 15 13 9 58 

6 ST. ETIENNE 37 16 9 12 57 

7 RENNES 37 16 9 12 57 

8 TOULOUSE 37 15 11 11 56 

9 EVIAN TG 37 13 11 13 50 

10 MARSEILLE 37 12 12 13 48 

11 NANCY 37 11 12 14 45 

12 VALENCIENNES 37 11 7 19 40 

13 NICE 37 9 12 16 39 

14 LORIENT 37 9 12 16 39 

15 SOCHAUX 37 10 9 18 39 

16 BREST 37 7 17 13 38 

17 CAEN 37 9 11 17 38 

18 AJACCIO 37 8 14 15 38 

19 DIJON 37 9 9 19 36 

20 AUXERRE 37 7 13 17 34 
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NETHERLANDS: UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE PLAYOFFS – Semi-Finals 
FC Twente were held to a 1-1 draw by RKC Waalwijk on Thursday in the first leg of the Dutch 
playoff semi-final for a Europa league ticket. Steve McClaren‘s team, who finished sixth and 
outside the top two for the first time since 2008, seemed to have recovered from three straight 
defeats when Douglas put them ahead after 14 minutes following a fine combination with Nacer 
Chadli. However, RKC equalised 11 minutes later when Ricky ten Voorde converted a penalty 
after Mitchell Schet was fouled by Dwight Tiendalli.  

 
In the Thursday’s other game, NEC Nijmegen were handed a 3-2 first-leg win over neighbours Vitesse Arnhem thanks to 
a late own goal by Frank van der Struijk after they twice went behind. Nicky Hofs had put the visitors ahead after 32 
minutes before Navarone Foor equalised four minutes from the break. Wilfried Bony scored a second for Vitesse but 
Lasse Schone replied for Nijmegen, who had reached the playoffs on the final day of the season. 

 
In Sunday’s second legs, RKC 
Waalwijk created a shock defeating 
FC Twente 3-2 on aggregate. The 
Waalwijk outfit needed a win in the 
return leg at De Grolsch Veste to 
advance to the final round, and they 
deservingly emerged victorious by 
1-0. RKC played well after the half-
time break, but lacked the 
incisiveness in the final third until 
the 84th minute, when Furkan 
Alakmak’s (pictured left) strike gave 
the visiting side a shocking lead. 
 
They will play Vitesse Arnhem after 
they booked their place in the final 
with a 2-0 win as two second-half 
goals overturned a first-leg deficit 
against 10-man NEC Nijmegen. This 

was the 120th anniversary for the Arnhem side. NEC went into the game with a narrow lead following a dramatic game 
on Thursday night, but things started to go wrong in the 32nd minute of today's second leg when Bram Nuytinck was 
sent off. Nicky Hofs opened the scoring in the 51st minute to level the tie on aggregate before NEC were reduced to 
nine three minutes later when Navarone Foor saw red. Ivorian striker Wilfried Bony scored the winner in the tie in the 
76th minute to keep Vitesse's hopes of European qualification on track. 
 

 

 
RESULTS 
FIRST LEG 

Thursday 10th May 2012 
RKC WAALWIJK 1-1 FC TWENTE 

NEC 3-2 VITESSE 
 

SECOND LEG 
Sunday 13th  May 2012 

FC TWENTE 0-1 RKC WAALWIJK 
VITESSE 2-0 NEC 

 
 

FINAL LEAGUE TABLE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 AJAX 34 23 7 4 76 

2 FEYENOORD 34 21 7 6 70 

3 PSV 34 21 6 7 69 

4 AZ ALKMAAR 34 19 8 7 65 

5 HEERENVEEN 34 18 10 6 64 

6 FC TWENTE 34 17 9 8 60 

7 VITESSE 34 15 8 11 53 

8 NEC 34 13 6 15 45 

9 RKC WAALWIJK 34 13 5 15 45 

10 RODA JC 34 14 2 18 44 

11 FC UTRECHT 34 11 10 13 43 

12 HERACLES 34 11 7 16 40 

13 NAC BREDA 34 10 8 16 38 

14 FC GRONINGEN 34 10 7 17 37 

15 ADO DEN HAAG 34 8 8 18 32 

16 VVV VENLO 34 9 4 21 31 

17 DE GRAAFSCHAP 34 6 6 22 24 

18 EXCELSIOR 34 4 7 22 19 
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RUSSIA: RUSSIAN FOOTBALL PREMIER LEAGUE 
It was also the final day in Russia, a last-gasp strike from Zvjezdan Misimovic ensured that 
Dynamo Moscow shared the points in a 1-1 draw with a spirited FC Kuban side. With 10 
minutes gone, Kuban’s top scorer Lacina Traore collected Costa Rican midfielder Marcos 
Pizzelli’s header, held off Dynamo defender Alexander Epureanu as he bore down on goal 
and beat goalkeeper Anton Shunin with a calm finish. Bosian's Misimovic bore down on 
the Kuban goal two minutes into second-half stoppage time, beating Kuban’s Maxim 

Zhavnerchik before unleashing a fierce shot that hit the far post. Misimovic picked up the rebound and buried the 
ball in Alexander Belenov’s net. 
 
Spartak Moscow (pictured lower right) snatched the second Champions League place in a dramatic final day on 
Sunday, beating Lokomotiv Moscow 2-0 to leapfrog CSKA Moscow into second. Spartak opened the scoring on 20 
minutes as Marek Suchy flicked a near-post header over Alexander Filtsov in the Lokomotiv goal from an Aiden 
McGeady corner. Irish winger McGeady then provided the cross for Artem Dzyuba to double the lead five minutes 
before half time. Lokomotiv never gathered any serious steam, restricted to long-range efforts and crowded out 
in front of goal. 
 
Roman Eremenko scored one goal and set up another as Rubin Kazan beat visitors CSKA Moscow 3-1 with two 
late goals to deny the Moscow team Champions League football next season. CSKA opened the scoring a minute 
before half time when Keisuke Honda picked up Swedish midfielder Pontus Wernbloom’s 30-yard lobbed pass 
and easily outpaced Roman Sharonov before slotting the ball past Rubin goalkeeper Sergei Ryzhikov. Two minutes 
after the restart, Eremenko played a through ball for former Borussia Dortmund striker Nelson Haedo Valdes, 
who beat the CSKA offside trap and calmly scored with a placed shot. Rubin took the lead when substitute full-
back Oleg Kuzmin sprinted clear of the CSKA defense off Eremenko’s pass on 81 minutes and Igor Akinfeev 
parried the shot, only to leave Gokdeniz Karadeniz with an open goal. Rubin sealed the win seven minutes later as 
Karadeniz turned provider, sending Eremenko clear with a clever backheel flick and leaving him with a simple 
finish. 
 
In the last game in the Championship Group, two second-half goals gave champions Zenit St. Petersburg a 2-0 win 
over Anzhi Makhachkala. Zenit won a second-successive title three matches ago, but went out on a high in 
Makhachkala despite fielding a second-string side. Alexander Bukharov struck the opener just after the restart, 
turning home Andrei Arshavin's delightful outside-of-the-boot cross that left the Anzhi defense standing. Zenit 
substitute Szabolcs Huszti made it two on 85 minutes, poking the ball under Yevgeny Pomazan in the Anzhi goal. 
The result gives Zenit 88 points from this extended 44-match season. 

 
In the relegation 
group, Roman 
Kontsedalov scored 
a spectacular free-
kick equalizer to 
even the scores at 
3-3 as relegated 
Spartak Nalchik 
(pictured left) 
marked the end of 
their time in the 
Russian Premier 
League with a 
thrilling home draw 

against FC Krasnodar. Roman Kontsedalov teamed up with Rustam Balov to open the scoring for Nalchik, passing 
to Balov who moved out to the right flank before sending in a cross for Kontsedalov to lash past Krasnodar 
goalkeeper Evgeny Gorodov. Krasnodar’s Portuguese winger Marcio Abreu responded three minutes later, 
dribbling forward before unleashing a fierce long-range shot that left Nalchik goalkeeper Alexander Budakov 
stranded. Nalchik restored their lead on 14 minutes through Ruslan Bolov, who picked up Gudzha Rukhaia’s long 
pass before slotting past Gorodov. Armenian-American striker Yura Movsisyan played in midfielder Igor 
Lambarsky six minutes later, and the Moldovan lost his marker and leveled the scores with a shot that went in off 
Budakov’s post. After a quiet phase, Movsisyan put Krasnodar into the lead for the first time from the penalty 
spot on 70 minutes, after Adnan Zahirovich tripped Krasnodar forward Otar Martsvaladze in the box. Kontsedalov 
claimed his second with a free-kick from the edge of the penalty area, curling the ball around the wall and into 
the top-left corner. 
 
Terek Grozny and Krylya Sovetov played out a 1-1 draw, as Sergei Kornilenko’s 13th minute strike evened out 
Terek midfielder Blagoy Georgiev’s second-minute opener. Georgiev unleashed a 25-yard curling drive that 
bounced in off Krylya goalkeeper Sergei Veremko’s post. Former Arsenal and Barcelona midfielder Alexander Hleb 
leapt on a misplaced Terek pass nine minutes later and squared the ball for fellow Belarusian Kornilenko, who 
scored with a low strike. The equalizer ensured Krylya finished the season on a ten-game unbeaten run. 
 
Ten-man Amkar Perm stormed back from an early penalty to beat FC Volga 4-1. The odds were against the hosts 
from the 10th minute, when Shota Bibilov scored from the spot after Amkar goalkeeper Sergei Narubin was 
dismissed for bringing down Volga striker Alexander Kharitonov. But Amkar forward Sergei Volkov scored an 
equalizer on the half hour mark with a pinpoint header on a swift counterattack. Midfielder Mitar Novakovic gave 
the home side an unlikely lead on 38 minutes with a header that Volga goalkeeper Mikhail Kerzhakov just failed to 
keep out. Just after the hour mark it was ten men apiece as Volga midfielder Alexei Pomerko got a second 
booking for a foul in the box and Bulgarian Amkar midfielder Georgi Peev made no mistake from the spot. Amkar 
substitute Aleksander Subbotin had been on the pitch for all of three minutes when he finished an imaginative 
combination move with a low shot into Kerzhakov's right hand corner on 81 minutes. 
 
Dmitry Kirichenko’s placed shot secured a 1-0 victory for FC Rostov at home to FC Volga, lifting Rostov out of the 
relegation playoff places. The result ends Volga’s hopes of escaping 14th place, which condemns the Premier 
League debutants to a playoff against a First Division side later this month. Volga saw captain Sergei Bendz sent 
off after he appeared to stamp on Belarusian forward Timofei Kalachev’s ankle in a challenge on 66 minutes. Ten 
minutes later, Kalachev played in Kirichenko with a weighted pass, and the former CSKA Moscow striker flicked 
the pall over the onrushing Mikhail Kerzhakov to score the winner. 

 
RESULTS 

 
CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 

Sunday 13th May 2012 
KUBAN KRASNODAR 1-1 DINAMO MOSCOW 

LOKOMOTIV MOSCOW 0-2 SPARTAK MOSCOW 
RUBIN KAZAN 3-1 CSKA MOSCOW 

ANZHI MAKHACHKALA 0-2 ZENIT ST. PETERSBURG 
 

RELEGATION GROUP 
Sunday 13th May 2012 

SPARTAK NALCJHIK 3-3 FK KRASNODAR 
KRYLYA SOVETOV 1-1 TEREK GROZNY 

AMKAR PERM 4-1 FC VOLGA 
TOM TOMSK 2-1 FK ROSTOV 

 
 

 
 
 

FINAL LEAGUE TABLES 
 

CHAMPIONSHIP GROUP 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ZENIT 44 24 16 4 88 

2 SPARTAK 44 21 12 11 75 

3 CSKA 44 19 16 9 73 

4 DINAMO 44 20 12 12 72 

5 ANZHI 44 19 13 12 70 

6 RUBIN KAZAN 44 17 17 10 68 

7 LOKOMOTIV 44 18 12 14 66 

8 KUBAN KRASNODAR 44 15 16 13 61 

 
RELEGATION GROUP 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

9 FK KRASNODAR 44 16 13 15 61 

10 AMKAR PERM 44 14 13 17 55 

11 TEREK GROZNY 44 14 10 20 52 

12 KRYLYA SOVETOV 44 12 15 17 51 

13 FK ROSTOV 44 12 12 20 48 

14 FC VOLGA 44 12 5 27 41 

15 TOM TOMSK 44 9 13 23 37 

16 SPARTAK NALCHIK  44 7 13 24 34 
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SCOTLAND: CLYDESDALE BANK PREMIER LEAGUE 
Kilmarnock have added insult to Dunfermline Athletic's injury, defeating the relegated club 2-1 in 
their last game. Dunfermline were on track to leave the SPL on a high note with just their second 
home win of the season before Kilmarnock scored two goals in the last five minutes to claim 
victory on Saturday. Paul Willis gave the home side the lead after 20 minutes when he tapped 
home Liam Buchanan's headed pass. But Kilmarnock ruined Dunfermline's chances of a sixth 
victory of the season thanks to Liam Kelly's long-range strike in the 86th minute and a composed 

finish from 19-year-old Jude Winchester three minutes later. The result means Dunfermline finish the season with 25 
points. They will now be relegated to the Scottish First Division for the 2012/13 season, while Kilmarnock finish in seventh 
with 47 points. 
 
Elsewhere, Inverness Caledonian Thistle scored two second-half goals to defeat Hibernian 2-0. Hibernian played a second-
string side in preparation for the Scottish Cup final on May 19, when they will play fellow Edinburgh club Hearts. Greg 
Tansey gave Inverness the lead in the 62nd minute and then a penalty from Jonathan Hayes nine minutes later sealed 
victory for the home side. Inverness end the season in 10th position with 39 points, six points ahead of Hibernian. 
 
In the other result on Saturday, Aberdeen were held to a 0-0 draw with St Mirren.  
 

 
 
On Sunday, Gary Hooper (pictured above) scored all of Celtic's goals in an incredible performance to defeat Hearts 5-0. 
Hooper had two in the first eight minutes, scoring from close range with either foot to give the 2012 champions a 2-0 lead. 
A 39th-minute penalty gave the 24-year-old English striker a first-half hat-trick but Hooper was far from finished. It took 
him 21 minutes of the second half to score his fourth goal, rounding Jamie MacDonald in Hearts' goal to slot the ball 
home. In the 87th minute, Hooper made it 5-0 for Celtic with his fifth, converting Georgios Samaras' cross. 
 

Meanwhile, Rangers put their off-field 
problems aside to thump St Johnstone 
4-0 at McDiarmid Park. The visitors 
took the lead after 22 minutes when 
Lee McCulloch scored with an 
impressive half-volley. St Johnstone 
kept the score at 1-0 until the second 
half when Rangers' Nigerian winger 
Sone Aluko (pictured left) scored a hat-
trick. Aluko's first goal came in the 
56th minute when he finished one-on-
one past St Johnstone's goalkeeper 
Alan Mannus. The winger's second 
goal six minutes later was set up 
through Steven Whittaker and 
Alejandro Bedoya's clever passing 
before Aluko scored Rangers' fourth 
goal in the 73rd minute with a 
powerful shot. 

 
In the last game of the weekend, Dundee United defeated Motherwell 2-0 thanks to goals from Johnny Russell and Jon 
Daly. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 12th May 2012 
ABERDEEN 0-0 ST. MIRREN 

DUNFERMLINE 1-2 KILMARNOCK 
INVERNESS CT 2-0 HIBERNIAN 

 
Sunday 13th May 2012 

CELTIC 5-0 HEARTS 
MOTHERWELL 0-2 DUNDEE UNITED 

ST. JOHNSTONE 0-4 RANGERS 
 
 

 
 
 

FINAL LEAGUE TABLE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 CELTIC 38 30 3 5 93 

2 RANGERS 38 26 5 7 73 

3 MOTHERWELL 38 18 8 12 62 

4 DUNDEE UTD 38 16 11 11 59 

5 HEARTS 38 15 7 16 52 

6 ST. JOHNSTONE 38 14 8 16 50 

7 KILMARNOCK 38 11 14 13 47 

8 ST. MIRREN 38 9 16 13 43 

9 ABERDEEN 38 9 14 15 41 

10 INVERNESS CT 38 10 9 19 39 

11 HIBERNIAN 38 8 9 21 33 

12 DUNFERMLINE 38 5 10 23 25 

 

 
 

 

 
  



 
 

15 
 

SOUTH AMERICA 
 

COPA LIBERTADORES – Second Stage 
Boca Juniors and Velez Sarsfield of Argentina and Paraguay's Libertad became the first 
three teams to reach the quarterfinals after securing round-of-16 victories on Wednesday. 
A 1-1 draw with Atletico Nacional was enough for Velez Sarsfield to ensure progression. 
The hosts extended their one-goal aggregate lead when Augusto Fernandez netted early in 
the second half. They then survived a late scare after Luis Mosquera equalised with a 
stunning free kick, but it was too little to late for the Colombians as they crashed out of the 

tournament. 
 
Paraguayan side Libertad moved on into the quarters with a 2-0 home victory over Mexican outfit Cruz Azul. 
Libertad were on the front foot from the outset at the Estadio Nicolas Leoz as they looked to press home their 
advantage after a 1-1 draw in last week's away leg. They got their reward in the 10th minute when Jose-Ariel 
Nunez headed home a Victor Ayala free-kick from the right. Another free-kick by Ayala five minutes into the 
second half was met by Victor Caceres, who directed his header past Cruz Azul goalkeeper Jose de Jesus Corona 
to seal a 3-1 aggregate triumph. Corona kept the scoreline respectable for Cruz Azul by making a couple of 
decent saves from Nunez efforts, but the visitors could find no way back. 
 
Boca Juniors won 3-2 at Chile's Union Espanola, advancing on a 5-3 aggregate over two legs. Boca entered the 
game with a goal advantage after a 2-1 win in its home leg, and built on that as Juan Insaurralde scored in the 
26th minute and Pablo Mouche made it 2-0 in the 50th. Jean Pineda got one back for Union in the 62nd to make 
it 4-2 on aggregate but Juan Roman Riquelme scored in the 68th to re-establish the three-goal buffer, and 
Union's reply through Oscar Jaime's goal in the 71st was too little too late. 
 
On Thursday, Vasco da Gama defeated Lanus of Argentina on penalties. Lanus won the second-leg match 2-1 for 
a 3-3 aggregate to force the shootout. Vasco led 2-1 from the first leg and extended that advantage Wednesday 
as Nilton scored in the 19th minute on a 20-meter drive. Mario Pavone replied for Lanus in the 61st and the tie 
was level on aggregate when Teofilo Gutierrez drove in a rebound from a save in the 78th minute. Pavone 
almost scored in the 89th - a goal that would have put Lanus through - but was foiled when Vasco keeper 
Fernando Prass deflected the header over the crossbar. Prass came up with another key save on Pavone in 
stoppage time. In the shootout, both teams had five shots and the only miss was by Lanus' Silvio Romero. 
 
Santos embarrassed Bolivian side Bolivar by EIGHT goals to nil. Santos lost 2-1 in La Paz, so they were in a bit of 
trouble in this tie. An outstanding display sealed a 9-2 aggregate victory following an astonishing 90 minutes of 
football. Bolivar took to the Vila Belmiro field in positive fashion on Thursday evening, pressing their opponents 
while knowing that the key was to avoid an early goal and make it to half time with their advantage intact. 
Unfortunately for the Bolivians, that objective lasted for all of five minutes before Santos powered into the lead. 
Neymar nodded down well to Elano 30m from the net, and the midfielder did not hesitate as he rifled a 
trademark stunner past Marcos Arguello for the first. The strike was a hammer blow for the away team, and an 
invitation to open the floodgates as resistance crumbled. A senseless shove from Arguello on Edu Dracena gave 
Neymar the chance to double the lead from the penalty spot, and the youngster obliged with glee. The forward 
turned provider minutes later, his cross turned into the net with an outrageous backheel from Ganso who took 
advantage of an almost complete absence of blue shirts in the penalty area. From that point forward Bolivar 
looked devastated, and the match threatened to descend into farce as Santos players lined up to put the ball 
into the net. Alan Kardec was next to make the scoresheet, the forward scything right through the middle of the 
defence with a strong run before firing the ball once more past the hapless Arguello. Before the half-time 
whistle had even sounded, Neymar was celebrating his second and the Peixe's fifth. The 20-year-old 
phenomenon added his seventh of the tournament with a delicate close-range finish, and the Celestes must 
have been delighted to see the first 45 minutes come to a close as their chances of making the quarter-finals 
crumbled around their feet. The half time interval provided precious little respite, however, as the Brazilians 
came out determined to turn the screws. Neymar turned the defence inside and out on the left flank, before his 
low cross found Elano who rode the challenge and slotted home for his second of the evening. And in almost 
unbelievable scenes, Ganso's perfectly struck free kick just two minutes later marked seven for the Libertadores 
holders with a full 40 minutes still to play. Alan Kardec was withdrawn for Borges, and the prolific striker wasted 
almost no time in joining in the festivities. An excellent interchange between Neymar on the left and Ganso in 
the middle diverted play to the unmarked hitman, who made it look all so easy as he racked up number eight 
for the rampant hosts. Borges could have even hit more, but a couple of accomplished saves from Arguello 
meant the last half hour passed without further goals while Santos waltzed to a place in the last-eight. 
 
Corinthians smashed Emelec 3-0. The Sao Paulo club was in the box seat after a scoreless draw at Emelec in the 
opening leg and from the moment Fabio Santos scored in the eighth minute, Corinthians were in charge. 
Paulinho made it 2-0 with a header in the 65th minute and Alex capped the scoring in the 86th. 
 
Friday night saw Universidad de Chile thumping a 6-0 win against Deportivo Quito. Deportivo Quito really woke 
up the sleeping bear with their 4-1 first leg win. The degree to which they dominated this match was even more 
ridiculous than what Santos did, even if the scoreboard doesn't reflect it. Bolivar is far inferior to Deportivo 
Quito in talent, and La U don't really have anyone with the individual skill of Neymar. Santos' individuals 
bulldozed an average Bolivar side, but La U bulldozed a quality Deportivo Quito side as a team. Their opponents 
did not attempt a shot. Angelo Henriquez Iturra and Junior Fernandez both scored twice, while Marcelo Diaz 
and Eugenio Mena both scored once. 
 
Fluminense defeated Internacional 2-1 in Friday’s other game. Leandro Damiao rested at the weekend and that 
rest paid off early, with an Internacional goal in the 13th minute, assisted by Oscar. Flu answered, however, 
with the other Leandro playing in the game. He headed in a free kick by Thiago Neves in the 15th minute. Just 
before the stroke of halftime, Flu scored the ultimate winner in the exact same way, with Thiago Neves assisting 
right after a free kick. This time, Flu's top scorer Fred finished off the chance to send his side through. 
 
In the quarter-finals starting tonight, Libertad vs. Universidad Chile in their first leg. In an all-Brazilian tie, 
Vasco da Gama vs.Corinthians. Fluminense vs. Boca Juniors and finally Velez Sarsfield play vs. Santos. 

 
RESULTS 

Wednesday 9th May 2012 
VELEZ SARSFIELD 1-1 ATLETICO NACIONAL 

LIBERTAD 2-0 CRUZ AZUL 
UNION ESPANOLA 2-3 BOCA JUNIORS 

 
Thursday 10th May 2012 

LANUS 2-1 VASCO DA GAMA 
SANTOS 8-0 BOLIVAR 

CORINTHIANS 3-0 EMELEC 
 

Friday 11th May 2012 
FLUMINENSE 2-1 INTERNACIONAL 

UNIVERSIDAD CHILE 6-0 DEPORTIVO QUITO 
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ARGENTINA: PRIMERA DIVISION CLAUSURA 
Week 14 of the Clasura started on Friday evening when Arsenal de Sarandi smashed four 
goals past San Martin San Juan to win 4-1. Emilio Zelaya gave the visitors the perfect start 
when he converted a fifth-minute penalty, and Damian Perez doubled their advantage 13 
minutes later. Nicolas Aguirre grabbed a third goal eight minutes after the interval and, 
although Sebastian Penco immediately pulled one back, Carlos Carbonero added his name 
to the scoresheet before the hour mark to re-establish Arsenal's three-goal cushion. 

 
The struggling Godoy Cruz remained five points adrift of San Martin after going down 1-0 at Estudiantes. Leandro 
Desabato netted the game's only goal on the stroke of half-time to lift Estu up the table. 
 

Newell's Old Boys moved three points 
clear at the top of the Clausura 
standings on Saturday  with a 3-1 
home win over Union Santa Fe. First-
half goals from Victor Figueroa, 
Santiago Vergini and Maximiliano 
Urruti put the hosts in the driving 
seat, with Matias Donnet's 58th-
minute strike proving little more than 
consolation for the visitors, whose 
misery was compounded by the late 
dismissal of Juan Avendano. 
 
All Boys consolidated fifth spot, and 
remained four points behind Newell's, 
thanks to a convincing 3-0 victory at 
Independiente. Martin Morel, Matias 

Rudler and Mauro Matos were the men on target. 
 
Bottom-of-the-table Olimpo picked up only their eighth point in 14 games in a 1-1 draw at San Lorenzo - and 
Nestor Bareiro's second-half strike would have earned all three points had Emmanuel Gigliotti not snatched a last-
gasp equaliser for San Lorenzo in a frenetic finale which also saw Olimpo midfielder Damian Musto sent off. 
 
There was also action at Belgrano Cordoba, where Alexis Castro's 89th-minute goal secured Atletico Rafaela a 1-1 
draw after Claudio Perez's fifth-minute penalty had put the home team ahead. 
 
Boca Juniors lost ground on leaders Newell's Old Boys when they were held to a goalless home draw by Velez 
Sarsfield on Sunday. With Newell's having moved three points clear at the summit, Julio Cesar Falcioni's side were 
looking to respond but could find no way through the Velez defence. The hosts' cause was not helped by the 
dismissal of Facundo Roncaglia four minutes before half-time. The visitors could not capitalise on their man 
advantage, but moved up a place to sixth with their point. 
 
Third-placed Tigre were also held to a draw, 1-1 at Colon Santa Fe, after playing for three quarters of the match a 
man down. Carlos Luna secured the point with a 13th-minute leveller after Sebastian Prediger (pictured below left) 
had put Colon ahead in the first minute. Tigre defender Lucas Orban saw red in the 22nd minute but there were no 
further goals. 

 
Elsewhere, Jose Morales netted an 89th-
minute winner as Argentinos Juniors 
edged Racing Club 2-1 to climb to ninth. 
The game looked to be heading for a draw 
after Juan Ramirez's early opener for 
Argentinos was swiftly cancelled out by 
Valentin Viola, but Morales had other 
ideas. The hosts had Sergio Escudero sent 
off in the dying seconds but there was no 
time for Racing to find an equaliser. 
 
Finally, early goals from Diego Braghieri 
and Mariano Pavone earned Lanus a 2-0 
triumph over Banfield, Facundo Ferreira's 
(pictured right) late effort proving scant 
consolation for the second-bottom 
visitors. 
 

 
RESULTS 

Friday 11th May 2012 
SAN MARTIN SAN JUAN 1-4 ARSENAL 

 
Saturday 12th May 2012 

ESTUDIANTES 1-0 GODOY CRUZ 
NEWELLS OLD BOYS 3-1 UNION SANTE FE 

INDEPENDIENTE 0-3 ALL BOYS 
BELGRANO 1-1 ATLETICO RAFAELA 

 
Sunday 13th May 2012 

SAN LORENZO 1-1 OLIMPO 
LANUS 2-1 BANFIELD 

ARGENTINOS JUNIORS 2-1 RACING CLUB 
COLON 1-1 TIGRE 

BOCA JUNIORS 0-0 VELEZ SARSFIELD 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 NEWELLS OLD BOYS 14 8 4 2 28 

2 BOCA 14 7 5 2 26 

3 TIGRE 14 7 4 3 25 

4 ARSENAL 14 7 4 3 25 

5 VELEZ SARSFIELD 14 6 6 2 24 

6 ALL BOYS 14 6 6 2 24 

7 COLON SANTE FE 14 5 6 3 21 

8 LANUS 14 6 2 6 20 

9 ARGENTINOS JRS 14 5 4 5 19 

10 ESTUDIANTES 14 5 4 5 19 

11 UNION DE SANTE FE 14 4 6 4 18 

12 SAN LORENZO 14 4 6 4 18 

13 BELGRANO 14 4 6 4 18 

14 INDEPENDIENTE 14 5 2 7 17 

15 ATLETICO RAFAELA 14 4 4 6 16 

16 RACING CLUB 14 4 3 7 15 

17 SAN MARTIN 14 4 3 7 15 

18 GODOY CRUZ 14 1 7 6 10 

19 BANFIELD 14 2 4 8 10 

20 OLIMPO 14 2 2 10 8 
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NORTH AMERICA 
 

UNITED STATES: MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 
On Saturday, A trademark David Beckham free kick beat Donovan Ricketts in the 62nd 
minute to end a two-game losing streak for the Los Angeles Galaxy to earn a 1-1 draw at 
the Montreal Impact. A defensive error had allowed Davy Arnaud to get past the Galaxy 
defence and give Montreal the advantage in just the eighth minute, as A.J. DeLaGarza 
missed a crucial header and Dan Keat was unable to keep up with Arnaud's pace as he 
slotted past Brian Perk for his second goal of the season. Impact’s Jamacian goalkeeper 

Ricketts did plenty to keep his side in the game against his former club, but even he was powerless against a 
perfectly-placed Beckham set piece. The point represents something of a scalp for the Impact, who set a new 
soccer attendance record for the city of Montreal, drawing a massive 60,860, but it will be scant consolation to 
the Galaxy, wallowing in the bottom half of a table it ran for most of last year. 
 
Houston Dynamo opened up brand new BBVA Compass stadium in perfect fashion, keeping a clean sheet and 
setting the scene for a wonderful Brad Davis (pictured right) strike. The Dynamo will be delighted to have snapped 
a five game stretch without a league victory, an unenviable run reaching all the way back to March 17. Houston 
was wasteful early on, with D.C. keeper Bill Hamid well in command of his area and Bobby Boswell and Je-Vaughn 
Watson putting excellent chances over the bar. D.C. too, could be accused of profligacy with Maicon Santos 
shooting wide after doing well to create space. Despite the predictable nature of the decider, with Houston's key 
offensive player stepping up on a big occasion, there was nothing ordinary about Davis' 67th minute winner, a 
swerving shot from 25 yards out. Hamid was able to get a hand on it, but the shot had enough power to continue 
its trajectory and give the Dynamo a milestone win. 
 
Lee Nguyen scored twice while Shalrie Joseph and Saer Sene scored a goal apiece as the New England Revolution 
grabbed their biggest win of the season defeating Vancouver Whitecaps 4-1. A fifth minute lead for Vancouver 
made for an ominous early showing, but the Revs bounced back scoring a goal a minute later and controlling the 
match from then on. The slow start nearly caught the Revs defense napping in just the fourth minute when 
Sebastien Le Toux was played behind Revs center back AJ Soares. Le Toux ran in on goal and blasted a shot on 
frame that goalkeeper Matt Reis just managed to get a hand to. The ball bounced off the turf and just rolled wide 
of the post. A minute later Eric Hassli put the visitors on top after some nice passing by Vancouver. David 
Chiumiento found Le Toux streaking down the right flank and the French forward sent a quick low cross to fellow 
Frenchman Hassli. Just a minute later, a blocked Blake Brettschneider shot fell to Nguyen near the penalty spot 
who took a touch before slotting it inside the far post for his first MLS goal. Sene would score what ended up as 
the game winner in the 24th minute. Nguyen was again the catalyst, sending a smart pass from the top of the box 
to play Sene in on goal. The French striker ran in on goal and slotted a low shot past Cannon to the far post. 
Joseph extended the lead to two with his first goal of the season in the 33rd minute. Sene sent a low cross into the 
box after some great play on the right flank. His cross eluded the Revs, but Carlyle Mitchell, who appeared to have 
been knocked unconscious a few minutes earlier on a foul by Sene, failed to properly clear the ball and Joseph was 
able to blast it in. Nguyen put the game out of reach in the 73rd minute after getting the ball on the left flank off a 
throw-in by Chris Tierney. The creative midfielder curled a shot inside the far post from about 25 yards out to put 
the Revs ahead 4-1. 
 
Sebastian Miranda's spectacular 72nd-minute header was enough to propel the Columbus Crew past visiting FC 
Dallas. Dallas opened the scoring in the first half thanks to a mental lapse from Columbus midfielder Tony Tchani. 
Tchani judged Fabian Castillo to have run the ball into touch, so he stopped playing and lifted his arm in appeal, 
but no call was made, allowing Castillo to run inside and finish past Andy Gruenebaum. Columbus tied it up in the 
66th minute with a long-range effort from Justin Meram. Catching Dallas keeper Chris Seitz off-guard, Meram 
placed a low shot into the far corner of the net from nearly 30 yards out. It was Sebastian Miranda who gave the 
crew the winner in the 72nd with a powerful header from outside the penalty area. Left unmarked on a corner, 
Nemanja Vukovic's floating cross was too easy an opportunity to pass up, and Miranda made it count, whipping 
his headed shot past Seitz and inside the post. 
 
Sporting Kansas City fell 2-1 to the Chicago Fire. Fire received a penalty that was converted by Sebastian Grazzini, 
and man advantage in back-to-back minutes from referee Jose Carlos Rivero on his MLS debut to rally past first 
place Sporting KC. Forward Bobby Convey scored his first goal of the season to put Sporting KC in front at the half, 
but Grazzini’s penalty kick in the 61st minute and Roger Espinoza’s ejection a minute later set the stage for 
Dominic Oduro’s match winner with under 10 minutes to play. 
 
Seattle Sounders lost their first match in five when Real Salt Lake grabbed a 1-0 win in CenturyLink Field. Early in 
the second half Luis Gil pushed the ball forward and Adam Johansson failed to deal with it, letting Fabian 
Espindola snap a left-footed volley past Meredith. 
 
Despite playing more than a half up a man, the New York Red Bulls had to come from behind to pick up a 3-2 win 
over the Philadelphia Union. Joel Lindpere and Lionard Pajoy exchanged goals in the first half - with the former 
blasting home a left-footed shot in the 17th minute and the latter heading home a Freddy Adu cross - before Adu 
was sent off for picking up his second yellow just before halftime. New York finally made the man advantage count 
and pulled back level in the 68th. Markus Holgersson got the goal with a towering header from a corner. The 
comeback was completed in the 78th. Kenny Cooper latched onto a lovely ball out of the back from Rafael 
Marquez and kept his cool, rounding the 'keeper before tapping home to give New York a 3-2 lead. Michael Farfan 
really should have pulled the Union back into the match in the 86th when a free kick came across the face of goal 
and fell kindly at his feet, but his touch went directly back across the mouth of the goal and the Red Bulls hung on 
to claim all three points. 
 
On Monday, San Jose Earthquakes earned a 1-1 draw at Buck Shaw Stadium against Chivas USA, thanks to an 88th 
minute header from Allan Gordon. The goal cancelled out an early strike from 19 year-old Jose Correa, making his 
first MLS start. The goal was no less than the home side deserved, after a match where it out-shot the visitors by a 
24 to five margin. 

 
RESULTS 

Saturday 12th May 2012 
MONTREAL IMPACT 1-1 LA GALAXY 
HOUSTON DYNAMO 1-0 DC UNITED 

 
Sunday 13th May 2012 

NEW ENGLAND 4-1 VANCOUVER WHITECAPS 
COLUMBUS CREW 2-1 FC DALLAS 

CHICAGO FIRE 2-1 SPORTING KANSAS CITY 
SEATTLE SOUNDERS 0-1 REAL SALT LAKE 

PHILADELPHIA UNION 2-3 NEW YORK RED BULLS 
 

Monday 14th May 2012 
SAN JOSE EARTHQUAKES 1-1 CHIVAS USA 

 
 

 
 
 

LEAGUE TABLES 
 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 NEW YORK 11 7 1 3 22 

2 KANSAS CITY 10 7 0 3 21 

3 DC UNITED 12 5 3 4 18 

4 CHICAGO 9 4 3 2 15 

5 NEW ENGLAND 10 4 0 6 12 

6 MONTREAL 11 3 3 5 12 

7 HOUSTON 8 3 2 3 11 

8 COLUMBUS 9 3 2 4 11 

9 PHILADELPHIA 9 2 1 6 7 

10 TORONTO 8 0 0 8 0 

 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

NO TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 REAL SALT LAKE 13 8 2 3 26 

2 SAN JOSE 11 7 2 2 23 

3 SEATTLE 10 7 1 2 22 

4 VANCOUVER 10 5 2 3 17 

5 COLORADO 10 5 0 5 15 

6 FC DALLAS 12 3 3 6 12 

7 LA GALAXY 10 3 2 5 11 

8 CHIVAS USA 10 3 1 6 10 

9 PORTLAND 9 2 2 5 8 
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COMING SOON 
As this is the final preview issue of WORLD FOOTBALL WEEKLY, here’s a full list of what is being released throughout the next few months… 

18th May – Campeonato Brasileiro Série A 2012 Preview supplement 

21st May – UEFA Champions League 2011/12 Review supplement 

6th June – Euro 2012 Preview supplement 

13th June – WFW Issue #1 – DEBUT ISSUE 

19th June – WFW Issue #2 

26th June – WFW Issue #3 

3rd July – WFW Issue #4 

10th July – WFW Issue #5 

17th July – WFW Issue #6 

20th July – WFW Issue #7 

23rd July – Olympics 2012 Preview supplement 

31st July – WFW Issue #8 

7th August – WFW Issue #9 

14th August – WFW Issue #10 

21st August – WFW Issue #11 

28th August – WFW Issue #12 
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A SPECIAL THANKS 
This week’s  could not been produced without  
the help and information of the following people.  Visit their blogs, sites and 
follow them on Twitter. 
 
Andrew Waite (Twitter - @TerryWaite) 
Charlie Dingwall 

 
And finally, of course... you guys, the readers.   
 
Thanks for the support and see you next week! 
Will 

 
CHARLIE’S DOUBLE 
 
Last weeks answers... 

1. Answer: Andrei Kanchelskis (for Rangers, Everton and Manchester United) 

2. Answer: Italian defender Gaetano Scirea (all club honours with Juventus between 1975 

and 1985, plus the World Cup with Italy in 1982) 
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