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Hi all, it’s finally here, our first official debut edition. We 

are more than delighted to make our entrance during a 

fantastic EURO 2012 so far. I have really enjoyed it up to 

now, although I am English I can hardly say that I get 

excited over the England team now at the age of 30.  

During my childhood, I really used to get on the 

bandwagon and ride it until the team let the nation down. 

However, I find myself enjoying the competition much 

more when not stressing about a team I support being 

knocked out. Anyways, welcome to the first edition, due to 

the European Championship, you will notice that 

throughout the tournament that will be our main priority.  

After the final whistle of the competition, we will feature 

more news, transfers, contracts, managerial movement 

including extensive coverage of the Major League Soccer, 

Argentine and Brazilian domestic competitions.  Not 

forgetting the World Cup qualifiers happening all over the 

globe and friendlies building up to the new season. I 

certainly hope you enjoy this free weekly newsletter and 

you return every Tuesday (or Wednesday) for more. 

 

Thanks for reading 

Will 
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HOSTS HELD BY THE 

DETERMINED GREEKS 
The 2012 European Championships exploded 
into action on Friday night when Greek 
substitute Dimitris Salpingidis (no. 14 pictured 
left) earned his side a share of the spoils 
against host nation Poland. 
 
The game featured some high emotion, and 
saw two red cards; also Polish substitute 
‘keeper Przemyslaw Tyton saved a penalty 
with his first touch in what proved to be a 
thoroughly compelling opening match. 
  
Co-hosts Poland started at a fierce pace, 
almost providing a goal in the opening 
minutes. Lukasz Piszczek and captain Jakub 
Blaszczykowski combined on the right wing to 

get a ball into the feet of star striker Robert Lewandowski, and he held the ball up well before Rafal 
Murawski struck from 20 yards, forcing 37 year-old veteran goalkeeper Kostas Chalkias into the first 
save of the game. Poland continued down the right and caused problems to a usually confident Greek 
defence. On 15 minutes, it was Piszczek again splitting them open, but chose the wrong option with his 
cross. Poland deserved a goal for their early domination and a few minutes later they got it. 
 
Blaszczykowski, again on the right supplied a perfect ball to the far post where Lewandowski smashed a 
header into the floor past Chalkias and into the net to send the partisan crowd into raptures. The 
Greeks were against the ropes and looked in real danger of conceding more before the break. 
Possession was given away cheaply, Kostas Katsourinis and Giannis Maniatis looked anonymous in 
midfield and Giorgos Samaras and Sotiris Ninis offered little. The speed and work rate of the Poles were 
pulling all the strings. 
  
The Greek’s problems went from bad to worse when experienced centre-back Avraam Papadopoulos 
picked up an injury and was replaced by youngster Kyriakos Papadopoulos (no relation). Spanish 
referee Carlos Carballo made things worse, with a huge error that ended in a sending off. Murawski 
went over of his own accord he collided with Sokratis Papastathopoulos and, remarkably the official 
saw fit to award a second yellow, sending the Greek defender to the dressing-rooms.  
 
Greece’s Portuguese coach Fernando Santos had to change things and sent on Dimitris Salpingidis to 
replace the unsuccessful Ninis. The substitute made and instant impact and six minutes after the 
restart the PAOK striker had levelled the game. It was fellow striker Fanis Gekas who started the move, 
playing a quick ball down the right hand touchline for Vassilis Torossidis. The consequential cross was 
missed by both goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny and Gekas. Up popped Salpingidis who reacted well to 
drive the loose ball past Piszczek on the line for the vital equaliser. 
  
Poland despite their man advantage 
failed to reassert themselves after the 
goal and Greece should have taken a 
63rd minute lead. Giorgos Karagounis 
fed through Katsourinis and his 
lobbed ball found Celtic striker 
Samaras with space in the box, but he 
disapprovingly sliced the shot into the 
stands. A few minutes later, Greece 
won a penalty to go ahead. Kostas 
Fortounis, who had just replaced 
Gekas, clipped a superb ball over the 
top for Salpingidis. He flicked it past 
Szczesny only to be tripped by the 
Arsenal man and the penalty was awarded and Szczesny was shown a straight red. 
 
Karagounis stepped up only to see his spot kick saved by sub keeper Tyton of PSV (pictured above). 
Salpingidis did put the ball in the Polish net again with 15 minutes to go but full back Jose Holebas was 
correctly ruled off-side. Samaras again missed a good opportunity, while Lewandowski blazed an effort 
in to the side netting as the game finished with honours even. 
 
A fantastic tale of two halves for the opening game and enthralling for the neutral fan but the Polish 
and Greek fans’ blood pressure must have been rising.  
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

Friday 8th June 2012 
National Stadium, Warsaw, Poland 

 

POLAND 1-1 GREECE 
 

Lewandowski 17 Salpingidis 51 
CARDS 

Szczesny  68 Papastathopoulos  35 

Papastathopoulos  44 

Holebas  47 

Karagounis  54 

TEAMS 

Poland: Szczesny, Piszczek, Wasilewski, 
Perquis, Boenisch, Murawski, Obraniak, 
Polanski, Blaszczykowski, Lewandowski, 
Rybus (Tyton 70) 
Greece: Chalkias, Torossidis, 
Papastathopoulos, A. Papadopoulos (K. 
Papadopoulos 37), Holebas, Maniatis, 
Katsourinis, Karagounis, Ninis (Salpingidis 
46), Gekas (Fortounis 68), Samaras 

EXPERTS VIEW 

For thirty minutes we were Spain, for the 
rest of the game Poland was as hopeless 
as Wolverhampton. The start was 
brilliant for Smuda's team - relentless 
attacks, good and high pressure, 
discipline and will to win, combined with 
nice passes. The headed goal from 
Lewandowski, from fantastic cross from 
Błaszczykowski, was deserved but it could 
be much more. The disastrous discipline, 
clueless football Poland played after the 
break is hard to explain given the 
advantage we had over Greece. The 
result is even harsh on Greeks, but the 
biggest worry remains the lack of idea 
from the manager, over changing the 
tactics, players and approach, when it 
was needed the most.  

Michal Zachodny 

(Polish Football Correspondent) 

Twitter @PolishScout 

Website - http://polishscout.blogspot.com 
QUOTES 

 ‘I congratulated all the players when they 
came off and told them to cheer up 
because it would have been much worse 
if we'd lost. A draw is not the end of it; 
this tournament is still open. We have 
two matches to go and should not dwell 
on this but just focus on the next one and 
winning it. The Greeks had nothing to 
lose. We could see some of the players 
were paralysed by the pressure. During 
the training camp in Austria, we had a lot 
of sessions where we took penalties. 
Łukasz Fabiański, who's injured, is great 
at stopping penalties but Przemyslaw 
Tytoń has made some spectacular 
penalty saves at club level too.’ 

Franciszek Smuda (Poland coach) 
 

‘I have to congratulate my players on a 
great effort, principally in the second 
half. If you leave aside the first 20 
minutes, when we did all the things we 
were not supposed to do, I am satisfied, 
as after that all the players did a great 
job. We failed to control the rhythm of 
the game at first. After the first 25 
minutes we improved.’ 

Fernando Santos (Greece coach) 
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DZAGOEV DOUBLE DEMOLISHES THE CZECHS 
The second game of the tournament saw 2008 semi-finalists Russia take on the Czech Republic. The 
Czechs set up in their usual 4-2-3-1 formation with Baros up top after he came through an injury scare. 
Manager Michal Bilek continued to put Leverkusen left back Michal Kadlec at centre back with David 
Limbersky stepping in at left back. Diminutive Russian playmaker Andrei Arshavin, fresh from a loan 
spell at Zenit St Petersburg, captained the Russians and ultimately played a major role. 
 
The Czechs, who had not look convincing in qualifying, having to come through a qualifier with 
Montenegro, started the brightest albeit only having 2 of their Euro 2008 side left in the team. A 3

rd
 

minute corner caused havoc in the Russian box with a penalty claim turned down by referee Howard 
Webb. Soon after a Czech free kick was hooked in but Hubnik was just unable to direct his powerful 
header goalwards. 
 
The opening 10 or so minutes lacked notable action with the main threat coming from Czech Republic 
full back Gebre Selassie tracking up and down the wing. Initially Russian striker Kerzhakov looked 
isolated, but that soon changed.  After Tomas Rosicky was well wide with a long range shot after 11 
minutes the game seemingly kicked into life. On the 14 minute mark Zhirkov was played in by Arshavin. 
The wing-back squared to Kerzhakov who was narrowly wide after striking the ball with real vim. Then, 
just moments later Kerzhakov was involved again; seeing his header bounce off the post after a 
sumptuous cross form Zyryanov. Luckily for the Russians Dzagoev was on hand to blast in from the 
middle of the area to give them the lead. 
 
Play was then momentarily stopped when a flare found its way onto the field. Dzagoev then had a 
decent chance to double the Russian’s advantage but sliced the ball to the right hand side of the goal 
after Kerzhakov had set him up. A Czech Republic corner then saw Rezek win a header at the near post 
but his effort was comfortably caught by the Russian keeper. Just a minute later though Shirokov 
doubled the Russian’s lead. A fairly hopeful Arshavin cross flashed across the face of goal and found its 
way to Shirokov who dinked it over the keeper from six yards. Seven minutes into the second half saw a 
timely goal for the Czech Republic. Despite Rosicky being the fulcrum of the team it was Plasil who 
threaded a neat through ball into the path of Pilar who rounded Russian keeper Malafeev and simply 
slotted the ball home.  
 
Dzagoev then netted his second goal in the 79

th
 minute to seal the win for the Russians. Substitute 

Pavlyuchenko slid a ball into Dzagoev who rifled the ball in from 18 yards after a superb first touch. 
Only three minutes later Pavlyuchenko was again involved again, only this time he scored a wonder 
goal to seal an impressive performance for the Russian team. He twisted Czech defender Hubnik in and 
out before shooting on the turn in only a half yard of space. He released a ferocious shot that left Petr 
Cech hapless. Russia certainly gained many friends with their free flowing performance and seem to 
have taken up that all too commonplace ‘dark horse’ mantle adopted by fans and punters alike. 
Qualification is still possible for the Czech Republic though after Greece and Poland playing out a draw 
yet that cutting edge displayed in previous Euro tournaments just doesn’t seem to be there.  
 

Ally Poole 
Twitter @AllyJPoole 

Friday 8th June 2012 
Municipal Stadium, Wroclaw, Poland 

 

RUSSIA 4-1 
CZECH 

REPUBLIC 

 

Dzagoev 15, 79 
Shirokov 24 
Pavlyuchenko 82 

Pilar 52 

CARDS 
None None 

TEAMS 

Russia: Malafeev, Anyukov, A. 
Berezoutsky, Ignashevich, Zhirkov, 
Shirokov, Denisov, Zyryanov, Dzagoev 
(Kokorin 85), Arshavin, Kerzhakov 
(Pavlyuchenko 74) 
Czech Republic: Cech, Gebre Selassie, 
Hubnik, Sivok, Kadlec, Plasil, Jiracek 
(Petrzela 76), Pilar, Rezek (Hubschman 
46), Rosicky, Baros (Lafata 85) 

EXPERTS VIEW 

An opening day defeat may have been 
predicted by those in Prague, but the 
manner of the 4-1 thumping at the hands 
of Russia certainly was not. An 
encouraging start soon subsided and the 
Czech's found themselves two-down at 
the break. Coach Michal Bilek changed 
things up during the interval, bringing 
Tomas Hubschman on for Jan Rezek and 
soon after, Vaclav Pilar ghosted through 
the Russian defence to halve the deficit. 
But sadly Dick Advocaat's side totally 
overwhelmed the Czech's in midfield and 
late goals by Alan Dzagoev  and Roman 
Pavlyuchenko condemned the Czech's to 
their heaviest defeat in Euro competition 
history. 

Chris Boothroyd 
(Czech Football Writer at 

www.theczechup.wordpress.com) 
 Twitter @theCzechUp 

QUOTES 

‘It wasn’t easy, especially in the second 
half. We conceded a goal, things were 
difficult. At 2-1 we were experiencing 
some difficulties, then Roman 
Pavlyuchenko came on, set up a goal and 
scored one. I thank him for this. I am so 
happy that we won.’ 

Alan Dzagoev (Russia midfielder) 
 

 
 

‘I can rate this defeat as the worst in my 
international career. I must improve. We 
made a mistake and we can´t afford to 
repeat it. But we will improve in the next 
game. There is no time for panic.’ 

Tomas Rosicky (Czech Republic Capt.) 
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DANISH SURPRISE FOR THE DUTCH 
Denmark pulled off the first shock of the Euro 2012 defeating the Netherlands 1-0 on Saturday 

afternoon. Dane winger Michael Krohn-Dehli (pictured above) provided the finishing touch that the 

Dutch bizarrely lacked throughout game. Krohn-Dehli cut in from the left wing to surprise keeper 

Maarten Stekelenburg with a low shot through his legs after 24 minutes in a rare Danish attack. It was a 

finish that striking hitman Robin van Persie never got close to. While the Dutch have the quality to 

achieve that, their lack of sharpness in front of goal will need to be addressed. Dutch winger Arjen 

Robben came closest for his country when he hit a post before half-time in one of many chances for 

Holland. The defeat leaves them needing positive results against Germany and Portugal, in what has 

been declared by fans and media as the ‘Group of Death’. 

 

The Oranje came into the tournament without central defender Joris Mathijsen and a questionable left 

defensive flank with the injury to Erik Pieters. Ron Vlaar and 18-year-old Jetro Willems confirmed the 

concerns as the back line did not look at ease when the Danes came pushing forward around the half-

hour mark. Van Marwijk's decision to pick Van Persie over Schalke’s Bundesliga top scorer Klaas-Jan 

Huntelaar came into massive debate. Two minutes from halftime, Wesley Sneijder set up the Arsenal 

striker in the centre with only the goalkeeper to beat. Uncharacteristically for Van Persie (pictured 

below right), he had a bad first touch and was forced wide. The shot ended up at the goalkeeper 

instead of scoring an easy goal. Early in the second half, he fluffed on another great chance for goal as 

the Dutch pushed forward from the second half whistle.  

 

The Dane goal prompted a flurry of Dutch attacks 

but apart from when Robben hit the post, after 

collecting a poor clearance from Andersen, they 

ended in wasteful off-target efforts. Krohn-Dehli 

threatened again just before the break with 

another low shot. Nonetheless the Netherlands 

fought back and they had four good chances in 

the opening 10 minutes after the break but their 

frustration was encapsulated by Van Persie losing 

his balance and falling over after being put 

through by the enterprising Wesley Schneider. 

Again, Krohn-Dehli responded with a sharp shot 

on target and it was no surprise when, in the 71st 

minute, coach Bert van Marwijk introduced Klaas-

Jan Huntelaar. Sadly for the Netherlands, the 

change had little impact on what was a 

disappointing start, but a night to remember for 

the Danes. 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

Saturday 9th June 2012 

Metalist Stadium, Kharkiv, Ukraine 

 

HOLLAND 0-1 DENMARK 
 

 Krohn-Dehli 24 

CARDS 

Van Bommel  66 Poulsen  78 

Kvist  81 

TEAMS 

Holland: Stekelenburg, van der Wiel 

(Kuyt 85), Willems, Vlaar, Heitinga, van 

Bommel, de Jong (van der Vaart 71), 

Afellay (Huntelaar 71), Robben, Sneijder, 

van Persie 

Denmark: Andersen, Jacobsen, Poulsen, 

Kjaer, Agger, Kvist, Zimling, Rommedahl 

(Mikkelsen 84), Krohn-Dehli, Eriksen 

(Schone 74), Bendtner 

QUOTES 

‘I'm happy and proud. I think it was a 

fantastic performance; we dared to play 

football against this Dutch team, who of 

course had chances. But we also had 

chances and without being biased, I think 

the victory was more than deserved. If 

you have to beat a team like that – and 

the teams we still have to play – you have 

to play well but also have to be lucky. We 

had other chances and the combination 

play was how we like to play and 

sometimes we found room. We could 

have played better, though, and we lost 

the ball sometimes in midfield – 

sometimes we played the final pass too 

quickly. They are things we have to do 

better against Portugal.’ 

Morten Olsen (Denmark coach) 
 
 

‘I don't know what happened, but it 

wasn’t only Van Persie – there were 

maybe four, five or six players who had a 

lot of chances. We were really 

determined and better than our 

opponents but of course you have to 

score that goal – that's part of the game. 

We can still do a lot and we just have to 

beat Germany. That's not going to be 

easy but that's the goal now and 

everyone knows that.’ 

Bert van Marwijk (Holland coach) 
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A WIN IS A WIN 

Germany got there Euro 2012 campaign off to a winning start with a 1-0 win over Portugal in Lviv. The 
goal came courtesy of a fine header from Bayern Munich centre forward Mario Gomez in the 72

nd
 

minute of the game and came while Miroslav Klose was standing waiting to be brought on in as a 
substitute in all likelihood for Gomez.  
 
The game started evenly with both teams appearing cagey with the old adage of not losing the first 
game in the group stage appearing to be on the minds of both sets of players. The tense affair was 
highlighted in the opening 15 minutes when a short back pass to German keeper Manuel Neuer 
resulted in a late tackle from Helder Postiga for which the centre forward was booked. Germany 
controlled the play and possession in the first half and after 24 minutes they had a goal chalked out for 
an earlier foul on Sami Khedira. The foul on the edge of the box was seen by the referee and he 
immediately blew up however the ball fell to Gomez who slotted home however the Portuguese 
defenders and keeper had stopped once the referee had blown for the foul. Just before half time 
Thomas Muller had a half chance for Germany when he followed in his cross from the right and the ball 
broke to him he was only able to shout across the face of goal.  
 
On the stroke of half time the Portuguese had their best chance of the first half and the best chance of 
the match. A corner from the right was swung over by João Moutinho was controlled about 13 yards 
out but his curling shot crashed against the bar and came down on the goal line. Despite some half-

hearted Portuguese protests no goal was 
given and rightly so.  
 
The start of the second half saw an 
increased tempo to the game with the 
Germans continuing to control the play 
and pressing for a lead. However the first 
real chance of the second half fell to 
Ronaldo when he was played in the 
inside left channel only for Jerome 
Boateng to get back and make an 
important interception as Ronaldo 
appeared to be shooting.  The Germans 

got their deserved breakthrough when a cross from the right was deflected into the air towards the 
back post where Gomez headed the ball back from where it came into the corner of the net leaving the 
Portugal keeper Rui Patricio with no chance.  
 
It was only at this point that the Portuguese came out of their shell and started to play. Neuer was 
called into action on 81 minutes to make a save from a long range shot from Ronaldo that went away 
from a corner. A couple of minutes later a Nani cross from the right, which appeared to be over hit, hit 
the top of Neuer’s cross bar. The best chance fell right at the end when Neuer produced a great save to 
deny Portugal’s substitute Silvestre Varela from close range.  
 
The result was deserved for Germany although they will feel that they have more to offer in an 
offensive manner as the tournament goes on and the Portuguese will need to offer more threat going 
forward if they are to progress from the group stage.  
 

Andrew Waite 
Twitter @TerryWaite 

 

Saturday 9th June 2012 
Arena Lviv, Lviv, Ukraine 

 

GERMANY 1-0 PORTUGAL 
 

Gomez 72  
CARDS 

Badstuber  43 

Boateng  69 

Postiga  13 

Fabio Coentrao  60 
TEAMS 

Germany: Neuer, Boateng, Lahm, 
Hummels, Badstuber, Khedira, 
Schweinsteiger, Muller (Bender 94), Ozil 
(Kroos 87), Podolski, Gomez (Klose 80) 
Portugal: Rui Patricio, Joao Pereria, Fabio 
Coentrao, Pepe, Bruno Alves, Veloso, 
Moutinho, Meireles (Varela 80), Nani, 
Ronaldo, Postiga (Nelson Oliveira 70)  

EXPERTS VIEW 

There were a couple of surprises in Löw's 
starting line up. Both Gomez and 
Hummels weren't likely starters by the 
looks of it before the match, but the 
national team coach decided to go with 
Hummels who has played a tremendous 
season for Dortmund, instead of Per 
Mertesacker. The Arsenal man had been 
out with an injury for most of the second 
half of the season. Same with Klose. The 
game itself saw Portugal defending well, 
with Germany taking few chances. Both 
teams wanted to avoid a defeat in their 
opening match. Gomez, Müller and 
Podolski had all seen better days. The 
three of them were awful for most of the 
game. Gomez scored the only goal of the 
match from a deflected cross. Well, if one 
wants to sum up this game from a 
German perspective, the sentence "a win 
is a win" suffices. Germany is now looking 
to get into their groove in the next couple 
of group matches. Portugal's players felt 
like they were robbed of at least one 
point at the end of the match, and rightly 
so. Both Nani and Pepe hit the crossbar 
after all. 

Niklas Wildhagen  
Senior Editor 

Website - www.Bundesligafanatic.com 

QUOTES 

‘Both teams were quite tense, especially 
after the Denmark v Netherlands game 
as for the loser it means knock-out 
competition from here on in. Both teams 
were great in defence. We were much 
more compact at the back than we have 
been of late. We could have attacked 
better and we can work on that but the 
three points are the main thing. The back 
four were all very good, really vigilant 
and no balls got played behind them – 
tactically we were on the ball.’ 

Joachim Löw (Germany coach) 
 

‘I'm sad about the result, it was a 
complicated game but we knew it would 
be. I thought we were stronger overall in 
the first half and even when Germany 
were in control we defended well. Late on 
we gave it everything to create chances 
but couldn't score.’ 

Paulo Bento (Portugal coach) 
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SPAIN ESCAPE AZZURI DEFEAT 

Even though they started the game without a recognised striker, a Cesc Fabregas levelling goal saved 
Vicente del Bosque’s Spain side from falling to an opening game defeat to an very organised Italian 
team. The past two World Cup winners met and brought different styles, but matched each other, 
trading goals midway in the second half.  
 
Udinese’s experienced striker Antonio Di Natale (pictured above) came off the bench to replace the 
disappointing Mario Balotelli and fire the Italians ahead on the hour but they were in front for only four 
minutes before Fabregas latched on to a clever David Silva pass and fired past Gianluigi Buffon. The 
stalemate ended Spain's run of fourteen straight wins in competitive matches and Italy's three 
consecutive defeats, all in friendlies in the build-up to the finals. Spanish head coach del Bosque 
surprised many by leaving Chelsea striker Fernando Torres out of his starting line-up, opting for an 
attacking midfield trio of Fabregas, Andres Iniesta and Silva with playmaker Xavi controlling the box-to-
box play. 
 
The world champions Spain, struggled to get their smooth passing game going and it was Italy who 
created the clearest chances in a cautious first half. Playmaker Andrea Pirlo tested goalkeeper Iker 
Casillas with a low free-kick in the 13th minute and the Spanish captain had to be alert to keep out a 
33rd-minute Antonio Cassano strike and a swerving volley from Claudio Marchisio just three minutes 

later. Italy came close to an 
opening goal moments before 
halftime when Brazilian-born 
midfielder Thiago Motta rose 
unmarked and his powerful 
header from Cassano's cross 
drew a reflex save from 
Casillas. 
 
The second half began with a 
bang when Fabregas (pictured 
left) sent Iniesta clear on the 
left of the penalty area but his 
fierce drive brushed Buffon's 
fingertips and flew past the 
post. A Sergio Ramos mistake 
then allowed Mario Balotelli to 
home in on goal but the 

striker, who had a sub-standard game, hesitated which allowed Sergio Ramos to sprint back and 
deprive him. Balotelli’s coach Cesare Prandelli hauled him off and almost immediately Pirlo's superb 
pass released Di Natale and he finished clinically into the corner with his first touch. 
 
After Fabregas's equaliser, substitute Torres wasted two great chances to win the match when he only 
had the keeper to beat but an outrushing Buffon was able to clear the first and his attempted chip 
landed on top of the netting on the second. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

Sunday 10th June 2012 
PGE Arena, Gdansk, Poland 

 

SPAIN 1-1 ITALY 
 

Fabregas 64 Di Natale 60 
CARDS 

Alba  67 

Arbeloa  84 

Torres  84 

Balotelli  37 

Bonucci  66 

Chiellini  79 

Maggio  89 
TEAMS 

Spain: Casillas, Arbeloa, Alba, Ramos, 
Pique, Xavi, Busquets, Xabi Alonso, 
Iniesta, Fabregas (Torres 74), David Silva 
(Jesus Navas 65) 
Italy: Buffon, Bonucci, Giaccherini, De 
Rossi, Chiellini, Motta (Nocerino 90), 
Marchisio, Maggio, Pirlo, Balotelli (Di 
Natale 57), Cassano (Giovinco 65) 

EXPERTS VIEW 

Vicente del Bosque’s decision not to field 
any orthodox strikers against an 
attacking Italy side was a surprising one 
at first glance but not a terrible one. The 
starting XI was made up of a solid 
defence, a midfield with a fantastic 
engine and a frontline which possesses 
great pace. But playing with two 
midfielders in Xabi Alonso and Sergio 
Busquets made it difficult for Spain to 
apply significant pressure and play the 
game in Italy’s half. With Italy organised 
in a formation which allows them to 
increase the numbers in midfield and 
defence with ease, having two holding 
midfielders means they cannot push 
enough men forward. Using a midfielder 
like Fabregas as a centre-forward means 
he is going to drop deeper towards the 
middle of the park which leaves areas up 
front unoccupied and made it difficult for 
La Roja to really instigate attacks – there 
was a directness missing in Spain’s line-
up. They attacked with a bit more pace 
when Torres was brought on but his lack 
of confidence was evident as they settled 
for a point. 

Peter McVitie (Spanish correspondent) 
Twitter @PeterMcVitie 

Website –www.alwaysfitba.blogspot.com 
QUOTES 

‘We finished the game full of eagerness, 

determination and with chances to win. I 

thought the second half was in our 

favour. We know how this type of game 

is, though, and this one was quite 

balanced. We were solid in possession 

against a team who looked to press us 

and who started the game determined to 

stand up to us. Italy had some good 

chances, that's true, but we were on top 

of our game. We have achieved a point 

while putting on a good display.’ 

Vincent del Bosque (Spain coach) 
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CROATIA OUTCLASS 

IRELAND  
Croatia recorded a comfortable 
victory over Ireland on Sunday night 
as a result of three uncharacteristic 
mistakes from the Boys in Green. The 
Irish invited pressure, as they were 
always going to do. But the real 
surprise came in the form of their 
defensive ineptitude, something 
rarely mentioned in the same breath 
as any Trapattoni side, let alone 
Ireland. Supposedly, Ireland’s 
strength was set-pieces, which was 
also one of Croatia’s weaknesses. 
However, of the three goals scored 
from set-pieces, Croatia scored two of 
them. This was disappointing from an 
Irish point of view as Croatia were 
always going to dominate from open-
play. 
 
The game kicked off just hours after a 
late-night brawl broke out in the main 
square of Poznan, ending in ten Poles, three Irish fans and one Croat being arrested. This was soon 
forgotten however as it took just 3 minutes for Croatia to open the scoring. The magnificent Srna, who 
returned to right-back after playing a long time with the national side on the wing, drove towards the 
by-line and clipped the ball back to the edge of the area, where Mario Mandzukic recovered from a slip 
to send a surprisingly powerful header past a flailing Shay Given. It was a soft goal to give away, and 
ruined Ireland’s plans to defend for a long period of the match. However, their plans were back on 
track just 16 minutes later. Kevin Doyle had been making a nuisance of himself for a while, showing 
great energy and refusing to give the Croatian defence a moment’s rest. He drew a foul from Vedran 
Corluka, who then lost Sean St Ledger (pictured below) from the resulting McGeady free-kick, and the 
Leicester centre-back nodded home to level the game up. 
 

Nevertheless, Ireland began to drop deeper, 
allowing Croatia’s talented midfield a lot of 
possession, but successfully congested the 
final third, forcing Croatia to long-shots. 
However, just moments before half-time 
Bilic’s side were in front again. Glenn Whelan 
gave the ball away in the middle of the park. 
The ball eventually found Luka Modric, whose 
long range shot was deflected and the 
subsequent clearance was sliced by Stephen 
Ward, sending the ball straight into the path 
of Everton striker Nikica Jelavic, who 
capitalised brilliantly by poking the ball over 
Given into the back of the net. 
 

Croatia extended their lead to 3-1 just moments after the restart. Perisic’s delivery from the left was 
met by the head of Mandzukic, whose attempt bounced off the post only to be cruelly diverted over 
the line via the head of Given. 
 
Attacking, Ireland lacked in quality, with Aiden McGeady nullified by the excellent Srna and Ireland’s 
midfield pairing occupied with the talents of Modric & co. Irish fans were disappointed with the 
referee’s failure to award a penalty when Gordon Schildenfeld went through the back of Robbie Keane 
at the top of the box, but they offered little else going forward. 
 
Keith Andrews headed wide late on but it was always going to be Croatia’s night, as they picked up 
three points towards an astounding challenge for qualification from a very tough group. Bilic’s side now 
sit on top of Group C, looking down at the Irish at the bottom, who face an uphill struggle if they want 
to progress, needing positive results against a very impressive Italy side and the monster that is Del 
Bosque’s Spain.  
 

Matt Wrafter 
Twitter @MattWrafter 

Sunday 10th June 2012 
Stadion Miejski, Poznan, Poland 

REP. OF 
IRELAND 

1-3 CROATIA 

St Ledger 19 Mandzukic 3, 48 
Jelavic 43 

CARDS 

Andrews  46 
 

Modric  53 

Kranjcar  84 

TEAMS 

Republic of Ireland: Given, O’Shea, 
Dunne, St Ledger, Ward, Duff, Whelan, 
Andrews, McGeady (Cox 54), Doyle 
(Walters 53), Keane (Long 75) 
Croatia: Pletikosa, Srna, Strinic, Corluka, 
Schildenfeld, Vukojevic, Rakitic (Dujmovic 
92), Perisic (Eduardo 89), Modric, 
Mandzukic, Jelavic (Kranjcar 72) 

EXPERTS VIEW 

The limitations of the Republic of 
Ireland's players and tactics were laid 
bare by a slightly more technical Croatian 
side who were helped in no small 
measure by some refereeing oversights. 
Ireland's game plan is to frustrate teams 
by allowing them to have possession but 
forcing them to break down a two 
resolute banks of four. However, the 
early goal for Croatia forced Ireland to 
open up more than they would like and 
the equaliser came, typically, from a set-
piece. After that, despite Croatia's second 
goal coming from a clear offside position 
off the first phase and Robbie Keane 
denied a strong penalty claim, Ireland's 
inability to control the ball in midfield 
allowed Croatia the time and space 
needed to pull away. Giovanni 
Trappatoni's rotten luck at major 
international championships continues, 
while Ireland's games only get tougher 
from here. 

Adam Redmond 
(Writer – The Irish Times) 

Twitter @AdamRedmond 

QUOTES 

‘Tomorrow we will have time to clarify 
what happened in the first half. 
Yesterday I said we were ready for a good 
performance, but after two minutes we 
conceded a goal – it was a shame for 
Given as he had three or four players in 
front of him. He couldn't see the ball. 
They deserved to be in front in the first 
half because they were superb in 
midfield. I tried to change things in the 
second half and wanted to rest Robbie a 
bit. I put in Cox and Walters and we 
played a bit better. We have played a lot 
better than this.’ 

Giovanni Trapattoni ( Ireland coach) 
 

‘I was expecting this kind of result. We 
prepared well for the game and knew 
everything about Ireland. We played 
them in a friendly in August 2011, when 
we didn't play well but we showed 
tonight how we can play. We were much 
better today going forward.’ 

Slaven Bilic (Croatia coach) 

 

  



  

GR
OU

P D
 

 
 

 9 

ENGLAND AND FRANCE SHARE A RESPECTABLE POINT 
England’s Roy Hodgson must be satisfied after his side launched their Euro 2012 campaign with an 
encouraging 1-1 draw with France in his first competitive game as manager. Manchester City central 
defender Joleon Lescott (pictured above) nodded home the opener in the 31st minute only for Samir 
Nasri to beat goalkeeper Joe Hart at the near post with an excellent strike nine minutes later. England 
looked exhausted in the second half, but they held Les Blues out to secure a point from their Group D 
opener. The draw means Laurent Blanc’s side has still not won a match at a major tournament since 
the 2006 World Cup. However, France are now unbeaten in their last 22 matches. 
 
Hodgson handed Arsenal’s young prodigy, the 18-year-old Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain a surprise start, 
now his third appearance for the national team. The new-look England team started well and should 
have taken the lead in the 15th minute when James Milner ran onto Ashley Young’s perfectly weighted 
pass behind the defence, got around Hugo Lloris but then hit the side netting. 
 
England took the lead when captain Steven Gerrard curled in a free-kick from the right after Patrice 
Evra had fouled Milner, and Lescott was able to rise above his marker, Alou Diarra to nod the ball past 
French captain goalkeeper Lloris. This was Lescott’s first international goal for his nation and the goal 
meant England have scored first in the opening game of their last eight major tournaments. Yet the 
England goal was the cue for a period of dominance from France which lasted until the half-time 
whistle. Diarra almost made immediate amends with a header of his own, but Hart parried high after 
the midfielder met Nasri's pinpoint free-kick. In the resulting scramble Franck Ribéry headed back 
across goal but Diarra's second effort went wide. Six minutes later, France’s equalizer was all about 
one-touch football as Florent 
Malouda, Evra and Franck Ribéry 
flicked the ball around the left 
side of England’s penalty area to 
free up space for Nasri, who 
smashed home in a powerful low 
shot before Hart could react. 
Nasri reacted explosively to 
scoring, putting his finger to his 
lips and shouting towards the 
England dug-out (pictured right). 
 
England brought on Jermain 
Defoe, Jordan Henderson and Theo Walcott late on in the second half but could not unlock the French 
defence. In the final stages of the match, Hart pushed away Karim Benzema’s goal-bound strike. 
Moments before, the Real Madrid forward’s curling effort was heading for the top corner until it was 
headed clear, and Newcastle United midfielder Yohan Cabaye’s controlled shot in the 80th minute beat 
Hart but was deflected away just before it reached the bottom corner. Overall, the French looked far 
more dangerous, creating nineteen chances to a paltry three by England but both sides will be glad to 
get the vital point. 

  
Will Burns 

Twitter @WillBurns6 

Monday 11th June 2012 
Donbass Arena, Donetsk, Ukraine 

FRANCE 1-1 ENGLAND 
Nasri 39 Lescott 30 

CARDS 
 
 

Chamberlain  34 

Young  71 

TEAMS 

France: Lloris, Debuchy, Evra, Mexes, 
Rami, Diarra, Cabaye (Ben Arfa 84), 
Malouda (Martin 84), Ribéry, Nasri, 
Benzema 
England:  Hart, Johnson, Cole, Lescott, 
Terry, Milner, Parker (Henderson 77), 
Gerrard, Oxlade-Chamberlain (Defoe 77), 
Welbeck (Walcott 90), Young 

EXPERTS VIEW 

France put in a decent performance in 
the opening group fixture but were stifled 
by a decent England side on the night.  
Going forward, France must ensure they 
can convert the chances presented to 
them whilst tightening up defensively as 
the Mexes – Rami combination at centre-
back has failed to convince in the build-
up to Euro 2012 and did little to keep 
these worries at bay during the opening 
half of the match. Mathieu Debuchy was 
the stand-out performer for France, 
threatening to bomb forward with 
menace whenever the chance was 
presented to him.  Ribéry and Nasri 
looked dangerous in possession which is 
something which will hopefully continue 
going into the final two matches of the 
group and beyond.  Ever-consistent 
Newcastle United midfielder Yohan 
Cabaye looks like he could be key in 
creating chances for the French side with 
these next two matches in mind. 

Jason Milligan 
(Writer - French Football Weekly) 

Twitter @J_746 
Website – www.frenchfootballweekly.com 

QUOTES 

‘I'm obviously pleased, for the players 
most of all. The conditions were difficult 
for both teams and I thought both teams 
showed incredible spirit to keep going. I 
thought we started both halves well, but 
we suffered a period of pressure before 
the end of the half as France finished well 
and unfortunately we conceded. The 
French, as we know and as most people 
who watch them know, flood the 
midfield. They try to drag your defenders 
out of position. It was very important 
that our midfielders stuck to their task. 
The two central ones did very well, and 
the wide ones deserve to be mentioned 
as well. Excuse me if I'm a little 
circumspect, but I've had three games. 
You don't become a good team in three 
games and ten training sessions. The 
French have now gone 22 games 
unbeaten, if I'm not mistaken. Hopefully 
we'll just get better when we get players 
back from injury and Wayne Rooney 
back.’ 

Roy Hodgson (England coach) 
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SHEVCHENKO BRACE PROVIDES UKRAINIAN ECSTASY 

You couldn’t write the script. On a night made for the veteran Andriy Shevchenko, Ukraine ran out 2-1 
winners against Sweden in what was an enthralling game. Zlatan Ibrahimović bagged the goal for the 
Swedes, but it wasn’t enough to prevent a defeat. 
 
Oleg Blokhin’s men set up with a tidy and solid 4-4-2 system in which the old guards Shevchenko and 
Andriy Voronin were positioned upfront, with the highly rated Andriy Yarmolenko and equally as 
talented Yevhen Konoplyanka based on the flanks. Sweden has a rich set of players, with the standout 
player striker Ibrahimović. Mind you, the midfield isn’t too shabby either with the likes of Sebastian 
Larsson and more. 
 
The first half took a while to get going, as both sides were eager to retain possession at the back and 
not do anything too risky. Yarmolenko, on the right for the Ukrainians, provided some much-needed 
width and was a menace down that wing, but still no goals to report at the interval. Sweden were 
disappointing in the first half, too. The failed to muster up any sort of threat towards the Ukraine goal 
and you could tell, after the break, that coach Erik Hamren had said a few words. 
 
The second half, however, burst into life as the Swedes went 1-0 up. The main man Ibrahimović 
(pictured below) fired home from a Kim Kallstrom cross just seven minutes after the restart to send the 
travelling Sweden supporters into jubilant mood. But after scoring a goal, this is when you are most 
vulnerable. And Sweden showed, as Blokhin’s side drew on level terms when the national hero that is 
Shevchenko managed to get his head on a delicious Yarmolenko delivery. It was a fantastic, old style 
bullet header. 
 
The match, at this point, was at its peak and it was end to end stuff as both teams seeked a winning 
goal. The fans roared and the stadium was rocking, it was not a case of ‘if’ a side would score but 
‘when’. And in the 62

nd
 minute, we received our answer. Konoplyanka, who was such an impressive 

figure throughout the 90 minutes he featured in before getting taken off, whipped in an inviting ball 
and Shevchenko used his intelligence and movement to get in front of his man, and steer his header 

into the opposition net. The Ukrainian 
supporters went flying into delirium, as 
Shevchenko and his team acted in an equally 
as ecstatic manner. It was a crucial, crucial 
strike as his side’s search for progression from 
the group stages was just made that little bit 
easier. Of course France and England will be 
very tough and competitive matches for 
Ukraine, but if they play with the same fight 
and commitment shown on Monday night 
then they are more than capable to pulling off 
another miracle win. 
 

As for Sweden, they will be bitterly disappointed with the result. The performance showed the odd 
flash of attacking brilliance, but on the whole it was a rather average display from Hamren’s men and 
much will have to be analysed and improved on if they are to secure victories from their next two 
outings. It was a night for Shevchenko, a night made for Ukraine. What a win, and what a story. 
 

Nathan Carr 
Website - www.puntdownthelinepod.blogspot.co.uk 

Monday 11th June 2012 
Olympic Stadium, Kiev, Ukraine 

UKRAINE 2-1 SWEDEN 
Shevchenko 55, 61 Ibrahimović 52 

CARDS 
 Kallstrom  11 

Elm  83 

TEAMS 

Ukraine: Pyatov, Gusev, Khacheridi, 
Mychalyk, Selin, Tymoschuk, 
Konoplyanka (Devic 93), Yarmolenko, 
Nazarenko, Voronin (Rotan 84), 
Shevchenko (Milevski 82) 
Sweden:  Isaksson, Lustig, Mellberg, 
Granqvist, Martin Olsson, Larsson 
(Wilhelmsson 68), Toivonen (Svensson 
62), Kallstrom, Rasmus Elm, Ibrahimović, 
Rosenberg 

EXPERTS VIEW 

The game was more than just a game; it 
was Ukraine’s first ever match played at 
the European Championships. The 
atmosphere before, during and after the 
game was absolutely electric. It was like 
a battle between Ukrainian Cossacks and 
Swedish Vikings, with Blokhin and 
Shevchenko leading Ukrainian troops to a 
historical victory. This outstanding win 
will surely be remembered as one of the 
brightest moments of our country 
whether the Ukraine national team 
makes it to the later stages of the 
competition or not. 

Oleksandr Sereda 
Twitter @sereda_alex 

Website www.ukrainianfootball1894.blogspot.com  

QUOTES 

‘Andriy didn't believe me when I told him 

I had a dream he would score twice. We 

were the better team in the first half, 

apart from the Ibrahimović chance. 

Sweden played for a draw I think, they 

tried to counterattack through 

Ibrahimović. We conceded a goal but I 

must thank the team for coming back 

with two of their own. We didn't play 

well in the dying minutes, we were under 

a lot of pressure to hold on to this result 

and it's really hard to play with such 

nerves. Sweden are a really good team – 

it's difficult to play them, we knew 

everything about them and they still gave 

us a tough match. I think they'll be really 

tough opponents for the other teams in 

our group. We still have two games left; 

today's result puts us in a good position. I 

have only one wish – to go to our training 

base and have a rest. Everybody's very 

tired. We've not thought about the game 

with France; I don't know if I'll change the 

starting line-up or keep the same team. I 

have lots of feelings. Now I want to go 

and rest. Am I glad or not? I must look at 

the whole team. There were good 

moments and bad moments.’ 

Oleg Blokhin (Ukraine coach) 
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EARLY QUICKFIRE 

GOALS GIVE CZECHS 

VICTORY 
After the horrific performance last Friday 
against Russia, Michal Bilek’s Czech Republic 
side put a smile back on their supporters’ 
faces as they defeated Greece 2-1 to make 
the knockout stages a possibility. The Czechs 
came out the blocks by taking the fastest-
ever two-goal lead in European 
Championship history in Wroclaw as Petr 
Jiráček and Vaclav Pilar both found the net 
inside six minutes of play. Though an unusual 
mistake by Petr Čech allowed Greek 
substitute Fanis Gekas to pull one back after 
the break to give the Czechs a scare, but his 
side played out the time for the three points 
in the group table. 
 
The Czechs made two changes to side that 
were easily disposed of by the Russians on 
Friday night. Sticking with his 4-5-1 

formation, Michal Bilek opted to replace centre-back Roman Hubnik with left-back David Limbersky 
and move Michal Kadlec into the centre of defence to partner Tomas Sivok. The other change saw 
winger Jan Rezek replaced by defensive midfielder Tomas Hubschman.  Hubschman took over Jaroslav 
Plasil's position in the middle of the park while Plasil moved into the space vacated by Rezek. 
Meanwhile, Greek coach Fernando Santos made four changes to the side that started against Poland in 
their 1-1 draw in the tournament's opening match. Having lost both his central defensive pairing of 
Avraam Papadopoulos and Sokratis Papastathopoulos to injury and suspension respectively, he 
brought in Kyriakos Papadopoulos and pulled Kostas Katsouranis back from midfield. The other changes 
saw Georgios Fotakis start on the right in place of Giannis Maniatis, who moved into the centre to 
replace Katsouranis, and Dimitris Salpingidis and Kostas Fortounis start up front in place of Gekas and 
Sotiris Ninis respectively. 
 
Jiráček set the tempo when he scored in the third minute, collecting Tomas Hubschman’s perfectly 
played through ball before netting with a nice left foot finish. The Czechs went further ahead just three 
minutes later when Pilar scored from close range after old-hand Kostas Chalkias parried right-back 
Theodor Gebre Selassie’s cross into the penalty area. 
 
Arsenal midfielder Tomas Rosicky came close to adding another for the Czechs as they confidently 
controlled the game but failed to the tally. However the Greeks refused to give up, and they had the 
ball in the net five minutes before half-time, when Giorgos Fotakis headed home before seeing his 
effort ruled out for offside while celebrating. 
 
In the second half, Greece did 
get a goal back, after coming on 
at half-time Fanis Gekas 
(pictured right) took full 
advantage of goalkeeper Cech’s 
uncharacteristic blunder to tap 
in from close range. The Chelsea 
man came rushing out from his 
line and collided with defender 
Tomas Sivok as they both 
attempted to deal with a poor 
cross from Celtic striker 
Georgios Samaras. 
 
The game petered out from 
then on as the Czechs looked to hold onto their lead. The Greeks did hold plenty of possession although 
it was to no avail as they were unable to properly threaten the opposition goal again. Up next for the 
Czechs is a match against Poland on Saturday evening, again in Wroclaw, while Greece will go into their 
final match with Russia on Saturday knowing that a win is a must, and only that will give them any hope 
of qualifying for the latter stages. 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

Tuesday 12th June 2012 
Municipal Stadium, Wroclaw, Poland 

GREECE 1-2 
CZECH 

REP 
Gekas 53 Jiráček 3 

Pilar 6 

CARDS 

Torossidis  34 

K. Papadopoulos  56 

Salpingidis  57 

Rosicky  27 

Jiráček  36 

Kolar  65 

TEAMS 

Greece: Chalkias (Sifakis 23), Maniatis, K. 

Papadopoulos, Torossidis, Holebas, 

Karagounis, Fotakis (Gekas 46), 

Katsouranis, Fortounis (Mitroglou 71), 

Samaras, Salpingidis 

Czech Republic:  Cech, Gebre Selassie, 

Kadlec, Sivok, Limbersky, Rosicky (Kolar 

46), Plasil, Pilar, Hubschman, Jiráček, 

Baros (Pekhart 64) 

QUOTES 

‘The pressure is always there. It is not 

getting any greater – in fact it was 

probably at its worst before the first 

game. Now that the tournament is up 

and running, and the first game is out of 

the way, the adrenalin level is lower and 

the pressure is dipping. Now we have a 

few days to prepare and to rest, to 

recover and regain our freshness. 

Wojciech Szczęsny is our No1 goalkeeper 

and there is no doubt about that, so there 

is a chance that he will return for the next 

game. The supporters were behind us, 

and that was great, but it was the same 

in the first match. They were good all the 

way through that first game too. Any 

problems we had in the second half 

against Greece were our own fault. The 

open roof changes the conditions, 

though. We had much more air – we 

could run faster. When it comes to 

preparing for the next game, we will have 

to wait until our injured players have 

been examined by the team doctor so we 

know if there is anything serious we have 

to contend with. We will find that out 

tomorrow afternoon. We have played a 

lot of good matches. In 2011 we came 

together to build a new team, and when 

you do that you do not always play 

perfectly. It is getting better and better. 

Today's match proved that we are good 

enough to win against the Czech 

Republic. Our team can see that we have 

a chance of reaching the knockout stage 

and we will do everything we can to use 

that chance.’ 

Franciszek Smuda (Poland coach) 

 
  



  

GR
OU

P A
 

 
 

 12 

 
KUBA CLINCHES POINT FOR HOSTS 

EURO 2012 co-hosts Poland salvaged a crucial point in their bid to stay in the competition after a 1-1 
draw with Russia. Russian playmaker Alan Dzagoev became the tournament’s leading goalscorer on 38 
minutes after his shoulder connected with an Andrey Arshavin free-kick whipped across the 18-yard-
box. Poland returned to the field in the second half defiant and 13 minutes after the restart they got 
their reward. Captain Jakub Blaszczykowski cut inside from the right wing and rifled the equaliser 
across Vyacheslav Malafeev from 20 yards. 
 
The match was marred before kickoff by fighting between hooligans from both countries, leaving 
several people injured as thousands of Russian fans marched to celebrate the Russia Day national 
holiday (for more see page 13). Police said that a total of 10 people were injured in sporadic clashes 
around the city. 
 
Despite a second successive 1-1 draw their performance against the highly-rated Russians was vastly 
different than against the limited if spirited Greeks.  This time round the Poles were the ones who 
fought back from going a goal down to force the draw - however a repeat of that result will not suffice 
in their final game against the Czechs as they have to win to progress.  Doing it against old rivals Russia, 
with whom sporting encounters feed into 
age-old political antipathy, gave the game 
an extra edge -- all the more so because 
the Russians hammered the Czech 
Republic last Friday. 
 
Poland, looking for its first win at a 
European Championship, started 
positively and almost scored after seven 
minutes. Ludovic Obraniak swung a free 
kick into the penalty area and Sebastian 
Boenisch had a header saved at close range by goalkeeper Vyacheslav Malafeev with his left leg. Robert 
Lewandowski, the scorer of Poland’s goal in its opening match, then volleyed just over the bar from 25 
yards on 11 minutes. The co-hosts had a goal disallowed in the 18th minute, Eugen Polanski straying 
offside before putting the ball in the net. 
 
Russia broke forward and took the lead on 37 minutes as Andrey Arshavin fired in a free kick and the 
in-form Dzagoev headed it past Przemyslaw Tyton to score his third goal of the tournament so far. 
Lewandowski failed to convert two opportunities early in the second half before Poland tied it after 57 
minutes. Blaszczykowski cut inside on his left foot before curling a left-foot shot into the corner of the 
net from the edge of the area. Russia, a semi-finalist four years ago, extends its unbeaten run to 16 
matches. 
 
The celebrations were euphoric as players, coaching staff and even their politicians were amazed to see 
their side draw level with the impressive Russians. The result keeps Poland’s Euro dream alive, and also 
stopped Russia from being the first team to qualify from the group stage. 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

Tuesday 12th June 2012 
National Stadium, Warsaw, Poland 

POLAND 1-1 RUSSIA 
Blaszczykowski 57 Dzagoev 37 

CARDS 

Lewandowski  60 Denisov  60 

Dzagoev  75 

TEAMS 

Poland: Tyton, Boenisch, Wasilewski, 
Perquis, Piszczek, Dudka (Mierzejewski 
73), Polanski (Matuszczyk 85), Obraniak 
(Brozek 93), Murawski, Blaszczykowski, 
Lewandowski 
Russia:  Malafeev, Anyukov, Ignashevich, 
Zhirkov, A. Berezoutsky, Shirokov, 
Denisov, Zyryanov, Dzagoev (Izmailov 
80), Arshavin, Kerzhakov (Pavlyuchenko 
70) 

QUOTES 

‘Well I think it was a very nice match for 
us, and for the fans. We had to give our 
best. We fell behind in the first half from 
a set piece. The Russians hadn't created a 
chance up to that point. At half-time we 
then said that although we were 1-0 
down, it didn't mean anything and that 
we'd go out again and fight – and that's 
what we did in the second half. We 
managed to fight back. We played 
attacking football and even wanted to 
score the second. I think we can be 
satisfied with the 1-1 draw and now we 
have a real final against the Czech 
Republic.’ 

Sebastian Boenisch (Poland defender) 
 

‘I'm very positive about how the match 
panned out – it was a very good game 
with a nice high tempo. Both sides had 
decent chances and it must have been a 
good game to watch. I think the fans will 
have enjoyed it.  The Russians are strong 
– we knew that before their match 
against the Czechs – but I think we played 
well and were solid tactically. We had 
watched their previous games and they 
played exactly the way we expected them 
to. We did our job really well and it was 
an even match. We wanted to sit a bit 
deeper and deny them dangerous 
counterattacks. It worked really well and 
we had chances in both halves. The Czech 
Republic game is now, of course, a very 
important game. Who knows, maybe the 
most important game in recent years. We 
have to win and this is what we are going 
to Wroclaw to do. The Czechs are within 
our reach, but they do play good 
football.’ 

Rafał Murawski (Poland midfielder) 
 

‘It was a very difficult match. The 
Russians have shown that they are a very 
good side. I've just seen my goal on TV. I 
think I got a good pass from Eugen 
[Polanski], I moved towards the centre 
and hit it towards the far post. The 
goalkeeper didn't have much chance, 
really. A very beautiful goal.’ 

Jakub Błaszczykowski (Poland captain) 
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Of course, player of the week has to be 

young Russian attacking midfielder Alan 

Dzagoev. He has hit three goals in the 

competition so far in just two 

appearances.  But maybe a more 

impressive fact is that the little 

playmaker has scored three goals from 

three shots on target throughout the 

whole tournament. With this guy 

banging in the goals, one has to wonder whether Russia may become a 

contender for this year’s championship. He next lines up against Greece 

on Saturday evening in Warsaw. With the Greeks performances so far in 

the tournament, you have to think he may find opportunities to add to his 

tally. He currently leads the top scoring charts in the tournament ahead 

of Ukrainian veteran striker Andriy Shevchenko on two goals. 

 

 
VIOLENCE SPOILS A GREAT TOURNAMENT 

The march to the stadium by thousands of Russian fans was seen as a 
provocation by many Poles, who have long had tense relations with 
Russia. The two countries share a difficult history, including decades of 
control by Moscow over Poland during the Cold War. Many Poles felt the 
Polish authorities should not have allowed the Russians to march as a 
group in Warsaw given the historical wounds. 
 
Russia will spend the next three-and-a-half years playing under the threat 
of a six-point deduction for their 2016 European Championship qualify 
campaign after UEFA got tough over the behaviour of their fans. The 
Russian Football Union were also fined £100,000 for the 'improper 
conduct' of their supporters. Earlier this week, Russia’s football 
federation pleaded with its fans to behave after video emerged online of 
supporters beating stewards at the Municipal Stadium in Wroclaw during 
the match against the Czech Republic, warning that more trouble could 
cost the team points. UEFA opened disciplinary proceedings against the 
Russian federation following the trouble in Wroclaw.  
 
UEFA said in a statement: 'The UEFA Control and Disciplinary Body has 
today decided to impose a deduction of six points on the Football Union of 
Russia (RFS) in the qualifying round of the next UEFA European Football 
Championship.’ 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2012 GROUP TABLES 
GROUP  A 
POS COUNTRY P W D L F A PTS 

1 Russia 2 1 1 0 5 2 4 

2 Czech Republic 2 1 0 1 3 5 3 

3 Poland 2 0 2 0 2 2 2 

4 Greece 2 0 1 1 2 3 1 

GROUP  B 
POS COUNTRY P W D L F A PTS 

1 Denmark 1 1 0 0 1 0 3 

2 Germany 1 1 0 0 1 0 3 

3 Netherlands 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 

4 Portugal 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 

GROUP  C 
POS COUNTRY P W D L F A PTS 

1 Croatia 1 1 0 0 3 1 3 

2 Italy 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 

3 Spain 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 

4 Rep. of Ireland 1 0 0 1 1 3 0 

GROUP  D 
POS COUNTRY P W D L F A PTS 

1 Ukraine 1 1 0 0 2 1 3 

2 England 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 

3 France 1 0 1 0 1 1 1 

4 Sweden 1 0 0 1 1 2 0 
  

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2012 – TOP SCORERS 

ALAN DZAGOEV 
(RUSSIA) 

3 GOALS 

 

ANDRIY 
SHEVCHENKO 

(UKRAINE) 

2 GOALS 

 

MARIO 
MANDZUKIC 

(CROATIA) 

2 GOALS 

 

VACLAV PILAR 
(CZECH 

REPUBLIC) 

2 GOALS 

 
 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2012 – TOP ASSISTS 

ANDREI 
ARSHAVIN 

(RUSSIA) 
3 ASSISTS 
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 WEDNESDAY 13TH JUNE 

 

THURSDAY 14TH JUNE 

GROUP B 
DENMARK vs. PORTUGAL 

Portuguese superstar Cristiano 

Ronaldo knows that his side 

desperately need a win in this 

one. A defeat would send them 

home early. A Dane victory would 

make Denmark the first team to 

qualify from any group. A draw 

would help the Danes more than 

Paulo Bento’s men. 

DANGER MAN: Cristiano Ronaldo 

- Portugal 

GROUP B 
NETHERLANDS vs. GERMANY 

The simplicity of this game is, 

The Netherlands lose and they 

are OUT! Germany win they 

are through. With this match 

being a match they cannot 

lose, look for the Dutch to be 

tactically cautious and look to 

counter attack the Germans.  

Van Marwijk surely has to play 

Huntelaar this time?!? 

DANGER MAN: Klass-Jan 

Huntelaar - Netherlands 

GROUP C 
ITALY vs. CROATIA 

Did you know that Italy have never 

ever defeat Croatia. After the draw 

against Spain they will trying to 

delete that statistic. Croatia would 

qualify if they can defeat Italy. Look 

out for the duel between midfield 

maestros Andrea Pirlo and Luka 

Modric. Antonio Di Natale is 

pushing for a starting place after his 

goal midweek. 

DANGER MAN: Andrea Pirlo - Italy 

GROUP C 
SPAIN vs. REPUBLIC OF 

IRELAND 
Everyone has to think due to 
Ireland losing the first game 
then this match will send them 
home. Spain have one point 
and know they need more to 
avoid any slip-ups against 
Croatia in the final game. 
Ireland have a good defensive 
record in qualifying but fell to 
pieces when came up against 
Croatia in midweek. Will del 
Bosque play a striker in this 
game? 
DANGER MAN: Cesc Fabregas - 
Spain 

    

FRIDAY 15TH JUNE SATURDAY 16TH JUNE 

GROUP D 
UKRAINE vs. FRANCE 

This is type of match that will test 

the French and show them what 

they are made of.  Look for Yohan 

Cabaye to control the midfield 

again and physically clash with 

the Ukrainians. Andriy 

Shevchenko will look to break La 

Resistance and grab another goal, 

Ukraine should be buzzing with 

confidence. 

DANGER MAN: Karim Benzema - 

France 

GROUP D 
SWEDEN vs. ENGLAND 

If you look at recent history in 
this fixture then Sweden 
should be classed as the 
favourites. Never an easy tie 
for England, they would look 
to get something then bring 
back Wayne Rooney for the 
final group game with 
something still to play for. 
Look for AC Milan hitman 
Zlatan Ibrahimović to cause 
trouble to Lescott and Terry, 
also Joe Hart. 
DANGER MAN: Zlatan 
Ibrahimović - Sweden 

GROUP A 
GREECE vs. RUSSIA 

Before the tournament, Greece was 

noted as a team with discipline and 

a mean defence. They will have to 

show these qualities in this game 

against the strong Russians who 

have take the tournament by storm. 

Greece need a win to stand any 

chance of staying in the 

tournament.  If Russia avoids a 

defeat, they will automatically 

qualify. 

DANGER MAN: Alan Dzagoev – 

Russia 

GROUP A 
CZECH REPUBLIC vs. POLAND 

Poland are still in contention of 
a quarter-final berth and they 
need to find their first win to 
make sure of that. Czech 
Republic need to steer clear of 
a loss otherwise they will be 
flying the plane home. The 
hosts will pull out all the stops 
to reach the next round so this 
should be an open game. The 
Czechs will counter-attack with 
tremendous pace. 
DANGER MAN: Robert 
Lewandowski - Poland 

    

SUNDAY 17TH JUNE MONDAY 18TH JUNE 

GROUP B 
PORTUGAL vs. NETHERLANDS 

This should be a great encounter 

with the football firmly on the 

floor. Who knows what will be up 

for grabs but it sure feels like it 

could be a classic. 

DANGER MAN: Robin van Persie - 

Netherlands 

GROUP B 
DENMARK vs. GERMANY 

This may end up as a 

stalemate depending on 

results have gone and what 

each team need to progress. 

Morten Olsen will tell his team 

to stay back and defend deep 

and park the bus. 

DANGER MAN: Christian 

Eriksen - Denmark 

GROUP C 
CROATIA vs. SPAIN 

This will be one for the purists, with 

creative playmakers and attacking 

full-backs all over the field. Jordi 

Alba has impressed so far, attacking 

from the left, maybe Torres or 

Llorente can benefit from his play. 

DANGER MAN: Jordi Alba - Spain 

GROUP C 
ITALY vs. REPUBLIC OF 

IRELAND 
Ireland have beat Italy before, 
but if they have already tasted 
defeat twice (a likely outcome) 
at this stage, they the stuffing 
may be knocked out of them. 
Look for Italy to be patient 
before trying to open Ireland 
up. 
DANGER MAN: Andrea Pirlo - 
Italy 

    

TUESDAY 19TH JUNE 

 
 

Join us back here next week to read 
match reports on all the Euro 2012 

games. 

GROUP D 
SWEDEN vs. FRANCE 

France will pass around and keep 

possession, Sweden will go to 

their target man (Ibrahimović) 

with the long ball or the cross 

from deep. French right-back 

Mathieu Debuchy impressed in 

the England game so look for him 

to move down the right and 

create chances for Benzema, 

Ribery and Nasri. 

DANGER MAN: Mathieu Debuchy 

GROUP D 
ENGLAND vs. UKRAINE 

The match will be built on the 
return of Wayne Rooney and 
how he can galvanise the 
England team. If Alex Oxlade-
Chamberlain plays, he and 
Rooney linking up and going 
forward with their great 
strength is a mouth-watering 
prospect. Like the Poles, 
Ukraine will pull out all the 
stops to stay in the 
competition. 
DANGER MAN: Wayne Rooney 
- England 
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MESSI’S HAT 

IT AGAIN 
The venue was the 
Meadowlands Stadium 
in New Jersey and 
Lionel Messi once again 
showed off his skills and 
hit a hat-trick against 
bitter rivals Brazil in 
front of nearly 82,000 
spectators.  
 
Brazil dominated early 
in the game and took 
the lead in the 23rd 
minute when a quickly 
taken free-kick found 
Romulo, who banged in 

the goal as Argentina's defenders appealed in vain for offside. Argentina hit back in the 31st minute 
after Gonzalo Higuain robbed Brazilian captain Sandro and fed Messi, who shot low into the corner of 
the goal. Within three minutes, the diminutive striker had put Argentina ahead, running on to a smart 
pass from Angel di Maria (pictured above with Messi) and rounding Brazilian goalkeeper Rafael Cabral.  
 
Brazil got back in the end-to-end game in the second half when Oscar scored from close range after 56 
minutes and then reclaimed the lead when Hulk took advantage of a fumble by Argentine goalkeeper 
Sergio Romero to score. But Argentina stormed back quickly as Federico Fernandez headed in from a 
corner in the 75th minute before Messi scored the best goal of the game with a trademark run and 
shot from outside the penalty area in the 84th minute. Brazil's Marcelo and Argentina's Ezequiel 
Lavezzi were sent off for an altercation in injury time. 
 

 
 

Saturday 9th June 2012 
Meadowlands Stadium, East Rutherford, 

New Jersey, USA 

ARGENTINA 4-3 BRAZIL 
Messi 31, 34 & 85 
Federico 
Fernandez 76 

Romulo 23, 
Oscar 56, 

Hulk 72 
CARDS 

Gago  

Higuain  

Mascherano  

Lavezzi  

Da Silva  

Marcelo  

TEAMS 

Argentina: Romero, Clemente Rodriguez 
(Campagnaro 88), Federico Fernandez, 
Garay, Zabaleta, Sosa (Guinazu 61), 
Mascherano, Gago, Di Maria (Aguero 74), 
Messi, Higuain (Lavezzi 88) 
Brazil: Rafael, Da Silva (Danilo 79), Bruno 
Uvini, Juan Jesus, Marcelo, Sandro, 
Romulo (Casemiro 74), Oscar (Giuliano 
59), Hulk (Lucas Silva 83), Leandro 
Damiao (Alexandre Pato 68), Neymar 

MESSI STATS 
Before Lionel Messi achieved it 

in Saturday’s friendly. The last 

player to score a hat-trick 

versus Brazil was Italy’s Paolo 

Rossi in the 1982 World Cup. 
Check out @MessiStats on Twitter 

and at www.MessiStats.com 
    

 

NEYMAR: ‘MESSI IS 

THE BEST IN THE 

WORLD’ 
Brazilian sensation Neymar says Argentina 
ace Lionel Messi is the best player in the 
world following Saturday's friendly 
between the two South American nations. 
 
The Barcelona magican inspired his team 
to a 4-3 victory against their arch-rivals, 
scoring two goals in the first half before 
deciding an end-to-end contest with a 
brilliant late strike to complete his hat-
trick. 
 
Neymar, who picked up two assists in the 
match, has often earned comparisons with 
Messi, but he admitted the Argentine is at 
a higher level. "It is very simple: Messi is 
the best in the world, and if you give him a 
little bit of space, he can do whatever he 
wants, but this match was not a walk in 
the park, like many had predicted. We 
could have won the match, we had 
chances to score. We played well and we 
showed that we are on the right track." 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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MANUEL 

PRECIADO DIES 

SUDDENLY, 54 
Villarreal coach Manuel 
Preciado died of a heart 
attack Thursday, one day after 
joining the team. He was 54. 
 
Preciado was in Valencia when he was stricken, 

the team said. Preciado had a one-year deal 

and was to be introduced Friday at Villarreal. 

Preciado died just one day after becoming 

Villareal's manager. He was to be introduced 

Friday. 

 

"We are all shocked," 

Spain coach Vicente del Bosque 
 

"We were having breakfast and we were all 

taken back by the news," he told Spanish radio 

Marca. "He was a caring person and a great 

sportsman. He was a man of football that was 

an honor to coaching." 

 

Spain's internationals also were affected by 

Preciado's passing. 

 

"The truth is that this is difficult to digest," 

Chelsea forward Juan Mata said at Spain's 

training base in Gniewino, Poland. "I always 

remember him smiling, as a happy person that 

transmitted his passion, joy and character to all 

his teams. Talking about him in the past tense 

is tough for me." 

 

Preciado's sudden death led to an outpouring 

of emotional responses from Spanish clubs, 

coaches and players. Real Madrid was one of 

several teams to express its condolences to his 

family, along with the Spanish soccer 

federation. 

 
 
Madrid coach Jose Mourinho, who suffered his 

first home defeat in league play in nine 

seasons last year to Preciado's Sporting and 

with whom he had a public spat before later 

reconciling, said Preciado "was always a 

dignified rival. He had everything I like in 

people and sportsmen: character, honesty and 

the courage to fight on," the Portuguese coach 

wrote in an open letter published on Madrid's 

website. 

 

Mallorca coach Joaquin Caparros said he broke 

into tears on hearing the news. "I was so happy 

for him joining Villarreal," he said. "I am sure 

he would have taken it back to the first 

division. He should be a reference in the world 

of coaching." 

 

Preciado, a native of the Cantabria region in 

northern Spain, began coaching in the third 

division in 1995. He led Levante from the 

second to the first division in the 2003-04 

season, and also guided Sporting back to the 

top flight for the first time in 10 years in 2007-

08. 
 

He coached Sporting for a total of 5.5 seasons 

before a poor start last year led to him being 

fired midway through the season. Sporting did 

not recover and was relegated, along with 

Villarreal and Racing. 

 
Preciado was a fan favorite in Gijon and one of 

the most charismatic managers in Spain, 

known for his frank and entertaining manner 

of addressing both media and players alike. 

Preciado's 232 games for Sporting were second 

only to Jose Diaz Novoa's 282. Sporting said 

Preciado's name was "written into the history 

of the club in golden letters." As a player, he 

also had stints with Mallorca, Alaves, Ourense, 

Linares and Gimnastic de Torrelavega. 

 

Villarreal president Fernando Roig said the club 

will try to look after Preciado's family. "We will 

give support to his family, and we will all try to 

respect their feelings and help them in this 

difficult moment," he said. 

 

For Villarreal, the tragedy overshadows a dire 

season marked by injuries to key players, 

including striker Giuseppe Rossi, which saw it 

fall from playing in the Champions League to 

relegation that was confirmed in the closing 

minutes of the final round. 

 

Will Burns 

Twitter @WillBurns6 

    

 
 

Join us next week for more extensive EURO 2012 coverage but also... 
 - Transfer news, contract updates and managerial moves 
 - Full round-up of the happenings in the MLS, Brazil and Argentina 
 - More news on the future of this publication what you can expect in the new season 
 

The next edition of WORLD FOOTBALL WEEKLY is out on the evening of 19th June 2012 

  



  
 

 
 
 

This edition of could not be 
possible without the following people, pelase check them out on Twitter 
or hit their website/blogs. 
 
 

Michal Zachodny 

Twitter @PolishScout 

Website – www.polishscout.blogspot.com 
 

Chris Boothroyd 
Twitter @theCzechUp 

Website - www.theczechup.wordpress.com 
 

Niklas Wildhagen 
Twitter - @Bundesliga4U 

Website - www.Bundesligafanatic.com 
 

Peter McVitie 
Twitter @PeterMcVitie 

Website –www.alwaysfitba.blogspot.com 
 

Jason Milligan 
Twitter @J_746 

Website – www.frenchfootballweekly.com 
 

Oleksandr Sereda 
Twitter @sereda_alex 

Website www.ukrainianfootball1894.blogspot.com 
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