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Well hello everybody, exciting week for football, sad week 

for England.  Once again the sword of the penalty 

shootout chops into the Three Lions hopes of bringing 

home a trophy.  At least on this occasion no fan can 

blame a referee or say that England didn’t deserve to be 

eliminated.  Onto this weeks issue, extensive coverage 

begin on the United States’ Major League Soccer as well 

as South American leagues from Argentina and the 

debuting Brasileirão.  We also have the usual previews 

and reviews from the European Championships, so dive in. 

 

Thanks for reading 

Will 
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RONALDO 

STEPS UP 

AGAIN FOR 

PORTUGAL 
Cristiano Ronaldo 
revelled in his 
showman role once 
again as he scored the 
only goal of the game 
to put Portugal into 
the semi-finals with a 
wary 1-0 win against 
the Czech Republic. 
 
Paulo Bento kept confidence with the Portuguese eleven that knocked out the Dutch while the Czechs 
just made one change from the 1-0 win versus Poland with Daniel Kolář dropping out for 21 year old 
Vladimir Darida, sitting behind veteran striker Milan Baros. 
 
Both teams seemed unwilling to commit in attack throughout the cautious first-half, nevertheless, the 
first hint of an opening fell to Portugal and Joao Moutinho after 13 minutes, the midfielder squeezing in 
a shot on the turn that was comfortably caught by Czech captain Petr Cech.  Minutes later, the 
Portuguese tried to get a hold on the game and Ronaldo appeared to force Cech into action with a 
powerful drive after racing into the box, but the chance was quickly snuffed out by an offside call.    
 
Nani and Miguel Veloso were then both booked within minutes of each other after a pair of thumping 
challenges on Darida and David Limbersky. Slowly, Portugal would begin to make an improved 
contribution to the game, and it was Ronaldo involved as per usual.  The captain would go close with an 
cheeky overhead kick that flashed wide following a struggle by the Czech defence to clear a corner, 
before sending a long range free-kick off target.    
 
However, the Seleção were handed a blow in the 39th minute when lone striker Helder Postiga limped 
off clutching his hamstring, with experienced head Hugo Almedia replacing him.  The change did not 
change the Portugal attacking style, who went closest to snatching the lead on the stroke of half-time. 
Ronaldo collected Fabio Coentrao’s cross perfectly on the turn, and smashed a low attempt off the 
base of the post. 
 
The dominating Ronaldo would come close once more a few minutes after the restart, with another 30 
yard free-kick skimming the woodwork via a tremendous save by Cech.  Portugal were looking the 
superior side as the second-half unfolded, with Raul Meireles sending a pair of efforts over the bar, 
before Nani forced Cech to parry his low drive towards goal.   The Chelsea goalkeeper would have to be 
alert once more to tip over a drilling drive from Moutinho at full stretch as the match crossed the hour 
mark with the Czech Republic struggling to get a sniff of the ball.   Meireles snatched at an opening 
from just inside the box, before slipping in Nani, whose deflected effort came close to looping into the 
top corner. 
 
With the full-time whistle and extra-time approaching, Portugal finally found a breakthrough on the 
79th minute. And yes, it was him again, up stepped Ronaldo to slam home a punishing header from a 
great cross from Moutinho.  Pereira nearly increased the Seleção’s advantage within moments with a 
well-taken drive, but Cech was equal to it and expertly tipped wide. Czech Republic’s subdued second-
half continued as they simply could not find a way back into the match, failing to come close to an 
equaliser as their tournament ended with a whimper. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

Thursday 21st June 2012 
National Stadium, Warsaw, Poland 

 

CZECH 
REP 

0-1 PORTUGAL 
 

 Ronaldo 79 
CARDS 

Limbersky 90 Nani 26 

Veloso 27 

TEAMS 

Czech Republic: Cech, Gebre Selassie, 
Limbersky, Kadlec, Sivok, Hubschman 
(Pekhart 86), Plasil, Jiracek, Pilar, Darida 
(Resek 61), Baros 
Portugal: Rui Patricio, Joao Pereira, Pepe, 
Bruno Alves, Fabio Coentrao, Meireles 
(Rolando 88), Miguel Veloso, Moutinho, 
Nani (Custodio 84), Ronaldo, Postiga 
(Hugo Almeida 39) 

EXPERTS VIEW 

All targets were met as the Czechs bowed 
out of Euro 2012 at the quarter-final 
stage. An even opening twenty minutes 
soon subsided as the Portuguese began 
to take control of the game and force the 
Czech side to be camped within their own 
half. Ronaldo's winning goal was 
inevitable; it had appeared to be written 
in the script as he looks to force Portugal 
to Euro glory. Not the best display, but 
after they imploded against Russia, credit 
must be given for holding Portugal to a 
solitary goal 

Chris Boothroyd 
Twitter @theCzechUp 

Website - www.theczechup.wordpress.com 
 QUOTES  

‘After the break, we were looking to 

create more opportunities to shoot on 

goal. It was no surprise to us that the 

Czechs defended deep. At half-time, I 

highlighted some things that we could 

change in attack. I wanted the players to 

show what they showed in the final 20 

minutes of the first half throughout the 

second. We knew we could create a lot of 

chances if they did this. In the semi-finals 

of a great tournament like this, there is 

always a great team with different 

characteristics, players of great quality, 

and well-drilled organisation. We don't 

mind who we play. It was a lot of work to 

get to the semi-finals, so we'll try to 

recover the best we can to get out on the 

pitch in the best condition. We have our 

aim: it's to win against Spain or France.’ 

Paulo Bento (Portugal coach) 
  

 Cristiano Ronaldo is now Portugal's joint top-scorer in the European Championsips with six goals, Nuno 
Gomes has also six. 

 Cristiano Ronaldo has now scored 35 international goals for Portugal. Players who have scored more 
are: Pauleta [47] - Eusébio [41]. 

 Portugal have hit the woodwork six times so far in  Euro 2012 , four of those shots were from Cristiano 
Ronaldo. 
 

These stats was brought to you by @CristianoStats on Twitter. 
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GREECE OVERPOWERED BY THE GERMANS 
Germany eased into the semi-finals with a comprehensive 4-2 victory over Greece in Gdansk. Joachim 

Löw made three changes to his attack where he brought in Miroslav Klose, Marco Reus and Andre 

Schürrle for Mario Gomez, Lukas Podolski and Thomas Mueller. The changes appeared to work as two 

of the three scored and the Germans playing with pass that they at times lacked in the group games.  

 

Germany started extremely sharply and wasted several good chances in the first 15 minutes of the 

game. They had a goal disallowed as early as the 4
th

 minute after Greek keeper Michail Sifakis had 

bundled a Sami Khedira shot into the path of Klose who slotted home however he was adjudged offside 

and the goal was ruled out. Reus shot wide when well placed on 11 minutes following some good play 

from Mesut Özil who was outstanding on the night. Özil was again involved when he should have done 

better with a chance when he shot straight at Sifakis in the 23
rd

 minute. With the Germans completely 

dominating Löw was getting more and more frustrated on the bench as they continued to dominate 

with taking the lead.  

 

The breakthrough eventually came from an unlikely source on 39 minutes when, after some patient 

play by the Germans on the edge of the box, the ball was played to Philipp Lahm who moved inside 

Ninis and shot past Sifakis from around 23 yards.  The Germans went in at half time 1-0 up but could 

have been so much more with some better finishing in the first half.  

 

Germany continued the 2
nd

 half in dominant fashion but on 55 minutes a goal completely against the 

run of play got Greece level. The goal came from Celtic centre forward Georgios Samaras but owed 

much to the run of Dimitris Salpingidis down the right and his ball in left Samaras with a simple task of 

sliding the ball home.  

 

The equaliser asked a few questions of the German side however they answered those questions with 

3 goals in 13 minutes. Firstly on 61 minutes Sami Khedira volleyed home a right wing cross from Jerome 

Boateng to restore their lead and then on 68 minutes Miroslav Klose scored his 64
th

 international goal 

and 17
th

 tournament goal with a header from Ozil’s free kick that was helped by some poor 

goalkeeping by Sifakis.  The 4
th

 goal sealed the victory on 74 minutes when Reus scored the goal that 

his performance deserved. Klose was denied by the Greek keeper Sifakis and Reus following up 

volleyed home into the roof of the net. On 80 minutes Ozil nearly rounded off his Man of the match 

display with a fine run and shot although the shot was saved by Sifakis.  

 

The Greeks gave the score line a slightly better look on 89 minutes when Salpingidis slotted home a 

penalty after Boateng had been harshly penalised for handball.  

 

The performance from Germany left many wondering what all the fuss had been about before the 

game when Löw was questioned for making the changes he did and also leaves the manager with a 

headache when he comes to selecting the side for the semi-final against Italy. However most people 

agreed it is a nice problem to have before such a big game.  

 

Andrew Waite 
Twitter @TerryWaite 

Friday 22nd June 2012 
Arena Gdansk, Gdansk, Poland  

 

GERMANY 4-2 GREECE 
 

Lahm 39 
Khedira 61 
Klose 68 
Reus 74 

Samaras 55 
Salpingidis (P) 89 

CARDS 
 Samaras 14 

Papastathopoulos 75 

TEAMS 

Germany: Neuer, Boateng, Lahm, 
Hummels, Badstuber, Schweinsteiger, 
Khedira, Özil, Reus (Götze 80), Schürrle 
(Müller 67), Klose (Gomez 80) 
Greece: Sifakis, Torossidis, Tzavellas 
(Fotakis 46), Papastathopoulos, K. 
Papadopoulos, Makos (Liberopoulous 
72), Maniatis, Katsouranis, Samaras, 
Ninis (Gekas 46), Salpingidis 

EXPERTS VIEW 

It was truly the most convincing win 
Germany have managed to produce so 
far in this tournament in the eyes of 
many fans. One has to keep in mind that 
Greece also are the weakest team 
Germany have met so far in this 
tournament. The additions of Schürrle, 
Reus and Klose to the line up were truly 
inspiring choices by Jogi Löw, giving the 
German attack far more potency than in 
the matches prior to this game. Especially 
Reus and Klose were great in last night's 
match. But, despite the match displaying 
some of Germany's finest qualities, one 
has to mention that Germany have a 
certain weakness when they are caught 
in possession and allow the opposition to 
counter. The Greeks managed to do so a 
couple of times, and their equalizer 
should have been avoided in my opinion. 

Niklas Wildhagen  

(Senior Editor at bundesligafanatic.com) 

Twitter @Bundesliga4U 
 QUOTES  

‘First of all, I would like to say it was a 

fantastic performance from our team. For 

the fourth time in a row, we have 

qualified for the semi-final of a major 

tournament. Nobody thought we could 

have done that back in 2004. We have 

won 15 games in a row. We are the 

youngest team at this tournament and 

have great prospects for the future. I am 

proud of my players. We absolutely 

deserved to win tonight. Greece scored 

two goals out of one chance. We were 

good from the start but perhaps the only 

thing I can say is that we didn't take 

advantage of our chances early on. I was 

irritated at that stage and my emotions 

are expressed at times like that. After 

three wins here, I wasn't dissatisfied with 

my team in the slightest, but I had been 

planning on making the changes to the 

lineup for a while.’ 

Joachim Löw (Germany coach) 
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FRANCE LEFT 

FEELING BLUE 

AS SPAIN 

ADVANCE 
Spain progressed to the semi-
finals of Euro 2012 last night 
with a routine 2-0 win over 
Laurent Blanc’s listless France.  
The holders took the lead 
through a Xabi Alonso header 
early on, before a late penalty 

from the same player – making his 100
th

 appearance for Spain – secured the win.  
 
As in the group stage, Spain started the game without a recognised forward on the pitch, with Cesc 
Fabregas ploughing a lone furrow ahead of the central midfield trident of Xavi, Iniesta and Alonso. In a 
bid to stifle Spanish winger Jordi Alba’s influence, France deployed Lyon right-back Anthony Réveillère 
on the right hand side of midfield, with first-choice full-back Mathieu Debuchy playing behind him. 
 
Predictably, Spain dominated the early stages of the match, with right-back Alvaro Arbeloa seeing 
plenty of the ball as France chose to concentrate on defending the left wing. Just five minutes in 
Fabregas had a penalty claim waved away, the Barcelona man tumbling too easily under former 
Arsenal team-mate Gaël Clichy’s challenge.  
 
If France’s game plan was to soak up pressure and reach half-time goalless, it didn’t work. Just 19 
minutes in, Jordi Alba’s cross was headed back across goal by the late-arriving Xabi Alonso, nestling in 
Hugo Lloris’ far corner. Ironically, given France’s doubling-up on Alba, the goal had come from the 
Valencia man’s wingplay. 
 
The goal forced France to come out of their shell, but it took Blanc’s men 25 minutes to register their 
first shot on goal: Karim Benzema’s hideously ballooned free-kick, which sailed over Iker Casillas’ 
crossbar, highlighted the difference in efficiency between the two teams – Spain’s first effort on target 
had resulted in a goal. 
 
With set-pieces commonly highlighted as the easiest way to score against Spain, it was Yohan Cabaye’s 
curling free-kick on the half-hour mark that had Casillas scrambling for the first time in the match. 
Tellingly, Cabaye’s effort, from 35 yards out, was the closest his country would come to scoring. 
 
Half-time allowed France to regroup, and unsurprisingly, the second half saw Les Blues commit more 
men forward as they recognised they were 45 minutes away from elimination. With Benzema and 
Bayern Munich winger Franck Ribéry underwhelming, it was full-back Mathieu Debuchy’s header that 
narrowly cleared Casillas’ crossbar and fired a warning to the previously untroubled Spanish defence. 
However, France’s need to score provided Spain with an opportunity to counter-attack – just after the 
hour mark Fabregas was sent clear, only denied by Lloris racing off his line to block.  
 
Recognising further firepower was needed, Blanc replaced Debuchy and Florent Malouda with the 
more attacking duo of Jeremy Menez and Samir Nasri with 25 minutes remaining. Having played the 
majority of the game without a recognised striker, Spain introduced Fernando Torres for Fabregas soon 
afterwards. It is hard to imagine any other country being able to win matches fairly comfortably 
without a forward in their starting line-up – a testament to Spain’s ability.  
 
With 12 minutes remaining, France sent on target-man Olivier Giroud, but it was too little, too late as 
Blanc’s men neglected to throw the proverbial kitchen sink at their illustrious opponents. Indeed, 
French misery was further compounded as Réveillère upended Pedro in the last minute. Alonso 
confidently sent Lloris the wrong way from the spot to secure his country’s passage to the semi-finals, 
and book a mouth-watering clash with Portugal. 
 
The French players’ lack of reaction at the final whistle said it all: they never looked like upsetting the 
odds against a below-par Spain team that eased off after scoring. Spain had never beaten France in a 
competitive game before last night, and they could well be making further history by winning three 
successive major competitions come the final on 1 July.  
 

Dan Rawley 
Twitter @efctufc1995 

Website – www.drawley.wordpress.com 

Saturday 23rd June 2012 
Donbass Arena, Donetsk, Ukraine 

 

SPAIN 2-0 FRANCE 
 

Alonso 19, (P) 90  
CARDS 

Ramos 31 Cabaye 40 

Menez 75 

TEAMS 

Spain: Casillas, Arbeloa, Ramos, Pique, 
Alba, Busquets, Alonso, Xavi, Iniesta 
(Cazorla 84), Silva (Pedro 64), Fabregas 
(Torres 67) 
France: Lloris, Réveillère, Rami, 
Koscielny, Clichy, M’Vila (Giroud 79), 
Malouda (Nasri 64), Cabaye, Ribéry, 
Debuchy (Menez 64), Benzema 

QUOTES 

‘You're never happy when you lose a 

game, you're always disappointed, when 

you go out of a European Championship 

you're even more disappointed. We had 

looked a lot at the Spanish side and we 

knew they were very good on the left, 

with Jordi Alba and Iniesta always 

doubling up. The most frustrating thing is 

that we conceded on that side. That's 

what's infuriating; they just had one cross 

and they scored. Just like they're very 

good on the left, we wanted to attack 

them up our left because we've got 

Franck Ribéry there and Karim likes to 

drift left as well. Two or three times we 

lacked technique when we could have put 

them in some difficulty. Had we gone in 

0-0 at the interval – although Spain had 

enjoyed most of the ball – we could have 

caused problems for them. Would it have 

been easier against Torres? I don't know. 

Perhaps it would have allowed our 

central defensive pairing to focus on one 

player. Maybe we could have played with 

three centre-halves but we didn't have 

time to work on this. Spanish side are 

great. We shouldn't have any shame 

saying they're a better side than us. I 

have regrets the way we conceded the 

opener. I think they were afraid of us – 

especially our forward line. My main 

regret is that we conceded so early in the 

game. We're going to analyse everything 

in detail in the coming days.’ 

Laurent Blanc (France coach) 
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ITALY KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON 

The first penalty drama of Euro 2012 ended in tears for England, as they crashed out on penalties after 
a 0-0 draw after extra time with Italy in Kiev. The Italians conquered for the bulk of the match prior to 
the spot-kicks and will believe they ought to have booked a place in the semi-final sooner. The 
attacking desire and creativity under coach Cesare Prandelli had playmaker Andrea Pirlo at its heart. 
Italy had 35 shots, compared with only nine for the English. 
 
The Azzurri nearly grabbed an early lead when Daniele De Rossi hit an effort from distance off the 
outside of his left-foot which beat Joe Hart and bounced off the post before the rebound was cleared. 
Roy Hodgson’s men reacted positively and could have gone in front themselves after five minutes when 
right-back Glen Johnson unusually found himself in front of goal, after good work from James Milner 
down the right side. And, when the Liverpool defender received the pass, he dug out a shot which was 
straight at goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon from a few feet out. 
 
Italy benefited from a mass of possession but were limited to long range shots, and although Mario 
Balotelli's beat the offside trap on 25 minutes, the first of many times in the match, but the 
Manchester City striker failed to get his shot past the recovering John Terry. England broke quickly on 
32 minutes and Rooney's lay-off to Welbeck was side-footed over the crossbar. Balotelli forced Hart, to 
save an acrobatic shot, then surged between England's central defenders before putting a half-volley 
over the crossbar and he booted the goal post in frustration. 
 
Balotelli was denied again from just a couple of yards out just before the break when Joleon Lescott 
and Terry combined to divert his effort over the bar after Antonio Cassano headed down an Andrea 
Pirlo pinpoint cross. 
 
Italy totally dominated the second half and nearly found an opening when three rapid-fire chances in 
the 52nd minute featured Hart's beating away De Rossi's long-range shot, blocking Balotelli's follow-up 
and watching Riccardo Montolivo lash the loose ball high. Hodgson tried to mix things up by 
introducing big man Andy Carroll, but with England failing to gain possession, the substitution did not 
prove to be a success. 
 
Johnson denied substitute Antonio Nocerino a late winner in normal time with a great block as he 
struck inside the area, while Rooney's over-head kick went over the bar in stoppage time. England, like 
the majority of the game, was on the back-foot as Bologna’s Alessandro Diamanti's cross curled off the 
outside of the far post on 101 minutes. Nocerino did find the back of the net on 115 minutes but his 
header was correctly cancelled out for offside. 
 
And, while England might have felt it was their lucky night when the referee blew to take the match to 
a penalty-shootout but it was the Italians that advanced. Diamanti scored the decisive penalty, while 
Ashley Young, poor throughout the tournament, hit the crossbar with England's third, and left-back 
Ashley Cole's effort was saved by Buffon. Nocerino, Balotelli and Pirlo also scored for the Italians as 
Montolivo failed. The masterful Pirlo, man of the match, confidently scored with a daring slow chip 
shot down the middle of the goal to embarrass Hart. Captain Steven Gerrard and Rooney scored for 
England, but justice was done and Italy faces the strong German side in the semi-finals on Thursday. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

Sunday 24th June 2012 
Olympic Stadium, Kiev, Ukraine 

 

ENGLAND 0-0 ITALY 
 

Italy win 4-2 on pens 
None None 

CARDS 
 Barzagli 82 

Maggio 94 

TEAMS 

England: Hart, Johnson, Cole, Terry, 
Lescott, Parker (Henderson 95), Gerrard, 
Milner (Walcott 60), Young, Welbeck 
(Carroll 60), Rooney 
Italy: Buffon, Abate (Maggio 90+1), 
Bonucci, Barzagli, Balzaretti, Montolivo, 
Pirlo, Marchisio, De Rossi (Nocerino 80), 
Cassano (Diamanti 78), Balotelli 

 QUOTES  

‘We tried our best. We worked as hard as 

we could. We survived physical problems 

– Scott Parker with his Achilles and 

Steven Gerrard with cramp – but whether 

we did enough to go through is a matter 

of opinion. There was never a question of 

playing for penalties. Our defending was 

resolute and we did very well, particularly 

in the second half of extra time to hold 

out but we couldn't capitalise in the 

shoot-out. Penalty taking has become 

something of an obsession for English 

football but while you can practise you 

can't reproduce the atmosphere and 

tension. The cool, collected way Andrea 

Pirlo took his penalty – you can't coach 

that. Both teams created chances. I 

thought Italy played well but for long 

periods I thought it was an interesting 

tactical battle and for all their possession 

they didn't often get behind us. Had we 

won it we wouldn't have been 

apologising. Press conferences are never 

easy but they're especially difficult after 

defeat. Tonight's defeat after a penalty 

shoot-out is all the harder as we wanted 

to stay on and reward our fans. We gave 

our all but weren't quite good enough in 

the 120 minutes and when it went to 

penalties it went as it so often does for 

England. We go away unbeaten in 

normal time but we go home because we 

can't win on penalties.’ 

Roy Hodgson (England Manager) 
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For 120 minutes, Andrea Pirlo 

mesmerized England with his unrivaled 

passing skills, single-handedly 

controlling the pace of a European 

Championship quarterfinal with a 

uniquely personal rhythm. Then at a 

decisive moment in Sunday's penalty 

shootout, with the adrenaline pumping 

furiously through the veins of all those 

involved, Pirlo again set the rhythm, 

slowing down his spot kick so much that he made goalkeeper Joe Hart 

look like a fumbling fool. 

 

That's why they call him the midfield maestro. In an Italy squad filled with 

skilful players, their playmaker is quite possibly the most skilful of them 

all. 

 

At 33, Pirlo has proved time and again that he is still in his prime. He led 

Juventus to an undefeated Serie A season and the Italian title last month, 

a year after AC Milan gave up on him. 

 

In all, Pirlo hasn't lost a Serie A match since Dec. 18, 2010, having also 

gone the second half of the 2010-11 season undefeated with Milan. With 

him in charge, Italy is also undefeated in competitive matches over the 

past two years — having compiled 10 wins and four draws since its first-

round exit from the 2010 World Cup. 

 

Against England on Sunday, Pirlo's expertise was on display from start to 

finish. In the 25th minute, his long vertical pass set up Mario Balotelli with 

only the goalkeeper to beat, although the 21-year-old striker couldn't 

take advantage. In the 41st, he found Antonio Cassano deep inside the 

area, which also almost led to a goal from Balotelli. Then in the 52nd, 

Pirlo took his own crack at the target, producing a difficult save, but 

Balotelli and Riccardo Montolivo couldn't take advantage of the ensuing 

rebounds. 

 

Still — after scores more of his perfectly executed shorter passes — the 

lasting image of Pirlo from this match came midway through the 

shootout. Italy was trailing 2-1 after Montolivo had missed and England 

star Wayne Rooney had put the Three Lions ahead. 

 

Pirlo stepped up to the spot and kicked a shot so soft that it floated in 

after Hart had already leaped and hit the ground. Italians call such a 

delicate chip shot a "cucchiaio" — spoon. Elsewhwere, it's known as a 

"Panenka", after Antonin Panenka's pioneering spot-kick for 

Czechoslovakia decided the 1976 European Championship final against 

West Germany. 

 

 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2012 – TOP SCORERS 

ALAN DZAGOEV 

(RUSSIA) 3 
GOALS 

 

MARIO GOMEZ 
(GERMANY) 
3 GOALS 

 

MARIO 
MANDZUKIC 

(CROATIA) 

3 GOALS 

 

CRISTIANO 
RONALDO 

(PORTUGAL) 

3 GOALS 

 
  

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2012 – TOP ASSISTS 
 

  
  

ANDREI ARSHAVIN (RUSSIA) 
STEVEN GERRARD (ENGLAND) 

DAVID SILVA (SPAIN) 
MEZUT ÖZIL (GERMANY) 

3 ASSISTS 
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 WEDNESDAY 27TH JUNE  THURSDAY 28TH JUNE 

SEMI-FINALS 

PORTUGAL vs. SPAIN 
 

The wounds of 

Portugal’s 1-0 loss to 

Spain in the 2010 

World Cup are still 

raw, so expect to see a 

unforgiving Cristiano 

Ronaldo take the pitch 

Wednesday afternoon 

looking for revenge. 

Ronaldo was at his 

best in the quarters 

against the Czechs, 

and he needs to be as 

menacing against the Spanish. The Real Madrid hitman has 

taken the most shots than every other player in the Euros so 

far, but he’ll find it difficult to get shots off without 

possession of the ball. 

 

Spain’s supremacy over their opposition comes from their 

capability to manage the ball for the majority of the game. 

Building from the back, they make that extra pass and set 

the tempo,  making their opponents play their game.  

 

Portugal’s opportunity to win this game will be attacking the 

sidelines. Nani, Fabio Coentrao. Joao Moutinho and Joao 

Pereira will have to be at their absolute best. If they can 

serve the right balls into Ronaldo and Hugo Almeida, 

Portugal could sneak into the finals. 

 

Let the battle of the Iberian Peninsula begin.  

 

DANGER MAN: Cristiano Ronaldo - Portugal 

 SEMI-FINALS 

GERMANY vs. ITALY 
Although the Germans feature Mario Gomez, who has found 

the net three times during the tournament, the most important 

player this match may be Mesut Özil. Özil has three assists thus 

far and will look to improve on that number when these two 

teams match up. He will be decisive to the outcome of this 

game. With the Italian's strong style of defence, Özil will be 

counted on to control the ball and find passing lanes through 

the daunting defence. If he can find success on Thursday, the 

Germans will be on their way to final. Özil has had success in 

big moments as well, after he starred at the 2010 World Cup. 

 

The Italians have surrendered only two goals this tournament, 

and with a strong performance from Özil, Germany will look to 

raise that number significantly. As for Italy, history is on their 

side, as they have never lost to Germany in a competitive 

game, notching three wins and four draws. This is a different 

German team they will face however, as they are currently 

riding a 15-game winning streak. 

 

Andrea Pirlo will play the most important role for the Italians, 

as he will be their primary playmaker come Thursday. In their 

4-4-2 diamond formation, Pirlo will occupy the “regista” 

position, and will be counted on to make crisp passes to set up 

teammates. In the quarterfinal match against England, Pirlo 

played a pivotal role as he completed 114 passes while 

receiving 126 from his squad. With the Germans pressing style 

of play, Pirlo will certainly need to make quick decisions in 

order to be effective. If he can manage the game and can keep 

the German attack at bay with solid passes, Italy will have a 

good chance to upset the favoured Germans. 

 

Germany will simply be too much for the Italians to handle on 

defence. With Gomez and Özil making their presence felt on 

offense, the Germans will make quick work of Italy. The Italians 

have had trouble scoring during Euro 2012 and without a 

reliable scoring option, the Germans will seemingly wear them 

down. 

 

Furthermore, the Germans have had two more days of rest 

than their counterparts and the health of some Italy players 

may be in question. Both Daniele De Rossi and Ignacio Abate 

were removed at the end of the England match due to muscle 

injuries, and Italy will need their squad healthy in order to 

compete with the Germans. 

 

DANGER MAN: Mesut Özil - Germany 
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 BLATTER WANTS THE FUTURE... NOW  
(REST OF THE WORLD TWO YEARS AGO) 

 AFTERMATH AND SECRET AGENDA 

In the wake of Ukraine’s “ghost goal” in their final group game 
against England, Sepp Blatter took to Twitter to reveal his thoughts.  
He stated “After last night’s match  #GLT  is no longer an alternative 
but a necessity".  While far from the dramatic U-Turn which many 
media outlets have reported (Blatter stated in 2010 that “it would 
be a nonsense to not reopen the file of technology”), this has still 
sparked some major debate in footballing circles.  Not least in 
England. 
 
Had goal-line technology existed for this tournament, then England 
would have been 1-1 against the hosts and very much on the back 
foot.  However, further replays have shown that a Ukraine player 
was offside in the build-up, another call missed by the match 
officials.  The cry would have been loud and lengthy for the use of 
technology of a different sort – and this is where FIFA and UEFA 
have agreed for some time. 
 
UEFA president, Michel Platini, is known to be a strong advocate of 
“the human element” of the game – wishing to remain pure to the 
spirit of the sport, and allowing it to be played in the same way 
from school playgrounds to World Cup finals alike.  Allowing other 
forms of technology – touchline monitors and “judges” to decide 
on incidents which the referee has missed – would mean a drastic 
change to the way the game is played.  It introduces a stop-start 
element, and more worryingly, it is a very open-ended question. 
Who is to say what limits we can put on these calls?  We may find 
coaches bemoaning the loss of every corner, goal-kick and throw-
in.  Give a team 3 challenges and they will soon be asking for 5.  It is 
a never-ending debate, and a rare subject which Blatter and Platini 
agree on. At the end of it all, it’s clear that nobody is against goal-
line technology – but it would have been farcical if such an 
innovation had led to the wrong decision being given in this game, 
or any other. 

 The aftermath of all this is one that has been ticking slowly away in 

the background for some time.  Sepp Blatter chose this moment to 

back goalline technology but was not quite so forthcoming 2 years ago 

in South Africa, when Frank Lampard had a perfectly good goal 

ignored by match officals at the World Cup. 

 

It is easy to connect the dots and say Blatter has an agenda against the 

English – after all, that business between the English media and the 

Fifa heirarchy still leaves a bad taste in the mouth for many.  

Corruption has been rife within the walls of Fifa HQ for many years, 

and the handling of investigations into the subject before, during and 

after the World Cup in 2010 has not wholly satisfied. 

 

Whatever the case may be, one thing is clear - Technology IS 

coming.... But it may be some time before we work out the kinks. 

 

 
     

BENTDNER’S BOXERS BLUNDER  MY UNSUNG HERO 
Nicklas Bendtner is a very silly boy.  The Arsenal centre-forward has 
found himself in some trouble this season, but none has caused 
more controversy than his pants-advertising antics.   The 
punishment meted out by UEFA has been widely criticised, and 
rightly so – we now live in a world where the advertising industry 
makes more money than most countries, and where an un-
authorised ad will cost you more than sustained racism. 
 
It was nice to see the company involved pick up the cheque for 
Bendtners blunder – but surely by dragging this issue out and 
turning it into such a scandal, UEFA has given the company in 
question more advertising than one man’s pants could ever hope 
for? 

 We saw some spectacular performances in the group stages – Crisiano 
Ronaldo against Holland, Dzagoev vs. Czech Republic being my 
favourites – but I’ve decided to pick out a hardworking star of a pretty 
much universally unfancied nation for my unsung hero of the 
tournament so far. 
 
Petr Jiracek, of the Czech Republic, only made his debut for the 
national team in September 2011, at the age of 25.  Currently playing 
for Wolfsburg in the German top flight, he has made a big impression 
on his first showing at a major championship. Well taken goals against 
both Greece and Poland in the groups have been crucial in seeing the 
Czech team through to the quarter-finals, and his hardworking, 
tireless displays in midfield have been a particular highlight. 

     

  
YOU’RE THE REFS 

  I can’t have been the only viewer fearing the worst for the standard of refereeing at this tournament after the opening game.  A dreadful 
performance from the Spanish ref in that game blighted a great opening contest.  A hugely dubious red card and a penalty, along with several 
other debatable calls, cast a shadow over many peoples enjoyment of that first game. 
 
So it has been quite a surprise that, as of time of writing (pre-Quarter-Finals), we have only seen one more red card handed out (to Ireland’s 
Keith Andrews, and deservedly so) and not a single penalty.  Okay, you might argue that some nailed on penality calls have been missed – the 
tug on Denmark’s Nicklas Bendtner in the game agaisnt Germany being the most obvious – but in general referees have aquitted themselves 
well. 
 
Most games have been allowed to flow, and we have seen the return to some degree of more hard-hitting challenges which might have been 
more severely dealt with in times past.  Let’s hope we can continue in this vein, and that the slightly less-eagle eyed officials are weeded out in 
the next rounds. 
 

Andrew Davidson 
Twitter @El_Andrew_Uno 
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CORINTHIANS ADVANCE TO FINAL 

Corinthians reached the Copa Libertadores final for the first time by holding defending champions 
Santos to a 1-1 draw on Wednesday and winning 2-1 on aggregate. Corinthians had beaten their fellow 
Brazilian club 1-0 last week in Santos. 
 
Neymar scored for Santos in the 36th minute, putting the semi-final level on aggregate. He knocked the 
ball in from close range after Borges' shot struck the far post and rebounded back toward the striker 
near the goal line. 
 
Danilo scored the decisive goal for Corinthians in the 48th with a shot from the six-meter line after a 
free-kick cross by midfielder Alex. 

Wednesday 20th June 2012 

CORINTHIANS 1-1 SANTOS 

Corinthians win 2-1 on agg. 

Danilo 48 Neymar 36 

CARDS 
None None 

TEAMS 

Corinthians:  Cassio, Alessandro, Chicao, 
Leandro Castan, Fabio Santos, Ralf, 
Paulinho, Danilo, Alex, Jorge Henrique, 
Willian (Liedson 46) 
Santos:  Rafael, Henrique, Edu Dracena, 
Durval, Juan (Leo 75), Adriano (Elano 74), 
Arouca, Paulo Henrique Ganso, Alan 
Kardec, Neymar, Borges (Dimba 85) 

STATS 

5 SHOTS ON TARGET 2 

3 SHOTS OFF TARGET 3 

3 CORNERS 3 

12 FOULS CONCEDED 22 

9 CROSSES 12 

5 OFFSIDES 2 

   
 
 
 
 

 

BOCA AND UNIVERSIDAD DRAW A BLANK 

Six-time champion Boca Juniors is through to another Copa Libertadores final after holding Universidad 
de Chile to a 0-0 draw on Thursday, winning the semi-final 2-0 on aggregate. The Argentine club had 
won the first leg 2-0 last week at home and managed the scoreless result in Chile to clinch its 10th final 
in Latin America's premier competition.  
 
The first leg of the final is next week in Buenos Aires, and the decisive game will be in Sao Paulo on July 
4th. 
 
Boca Juniors will be trying to win its fifth title in the last 12 years, and the first since 2007. The Buenos 
Aires giants also won the competition in 2003, 2001 and 2000. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

Thursday 21st June 2012 

UNIVERSIDAD 
DE CHILE 

0-0 
BOCA 

JUNIORS 

Boca win 2-0 on agg. 

None None 

CARDS 

Rojas 33 

Herrera 90 

Silva 63 

Riquelme 70 

Schiavi 71 

Roncaglia 87 

TEAMS 

Universidad de Chile: Herrera, 
Rodriguez, Gonzalez (Magalhaes 60), 
Rojas, Mena, Aranguiz, Diaz, Marino, 
Fernandes (Ruidiaz 72), Henriquez, 
Castro (Ubilla 45) 
Boca Juniors: Orion, Roncaglia, Schiavi,  
Caruzzo, Rodriguez, Ledesma (Rivero 90), 
Somoza, Erviti, Riquelme, Mouche 
(Cvitanich 74), Silva (Viatri 83) 

STATS 

7 SHOTS ON TARGET 6 

9 SHOTS OFF TARGET 3 

15 CORNERS 3 

9 FOULS CONCEDED 11 

11 CROSSES 8 

1 OFFSIDES 2 
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ARSENAL WIN THEIR FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP 
The climax of the Clasura saw a three-way clash for the championship, Arsenal de Sarandí, Tigre and Boca 
all vying for the coveted Clasura trophy, but it was the smallest club in the division, Arsenal that emerged 
with the spoils and their first ever league title in Argentine football. 
 
On Friday, two goalless draws started the final weekend of action. The already relegated Olimpo signed off 
with a good home result against top-half side Argentinos Juniors. 
 
Newell’s Old Boys finished in sixth place after entertaining Lanus. La Lepra could have challenged third 
place with a victory but they were not capable to break the deadlock in the Estadio Marcelo Bielsa. 
 
In Sunday's action, Velez Sarsfield finished their campaign with a 2-1 win away to Racing Club thanks to a 
late goal. Federico Insua had given Velez a first-half lead and, though Ivan Pillud looked to have earned 
Racing a point with eight minutes remaining, Augusto Fernandez struck in the 87th minute. 
 
Boca, who had effectively kissed the title goodbye in an upset 3-0 home defeat by Arsenal last weekend, 
fielded reserves at All Boys as the first team were rested for the first leg of Copa Libertadores final at home 
to Corinthians on Wednesday. Winger Emanuel Perea scored a hat-trick for All Boys before defender 
Gaston Sauro pulled one back for Boca one minute from time. 
 
Arsenal de Sarandí downed nine-men Belgrano by a single goal to win their first Argentine league 
championship. Arsenal, who began the weekend level on points with Tigre, acquired a 28th minute lead 
through Lisandro Lopez, with Belgrano's reaction was not effective due to the dismissals of Luciano Lollo 
and Claudio Perez. 
 
Banfield, who won the Apertura title just two and a half years ago, were relegated after a 3-0 home defeat 
by Colon. The match was abandoned seven minutes from time when angry Banfield fans threw objects on 
to the pitch. Colon’s 39-year-old legendary striker Esteban Fuertes marked the last match of his career with 
two goals for a championship tally of seven. 
 
Atletico Rafaela won 3-1 at Godoy Cruz to climb out of the relegation play-off. Fabricio Fontanini, Sebastian 
Carrera and Alexis Castro scored the goals after Ruben Ramirez's early penalty for Godoy. 
 
San Lorenzo’s 3-1 home win over San Martin with two goals from their Uruguayan striker Carlos Bueno put 
them into a promotion-relegation playoff with Instituto, who finished third in the Primera B Nacional. 
Although San Lorenzo finished in 12th place in the Clausura standings, they finished in the bottom four of 
the relegation standings. San Martin, who had midfielder Mauro Bogado sent off after half an hour, also go 
into a playoff with former first division champions Rosario Central, the fourth-placed team in the B 
Nacional. 
 
Tigre could only manage a 2-2 draw at home to Independiente.  Carlos Luna put the hosts ahead after 21 
minutes but a double from Patricio Rodriguez swung the game in Independiente's favour. The sending-off 
of the visitors' Osmar Ferreyra offered Tigre hope but they could only muster an equaliser via a Diego 
Morales penalty. Tigre’s point was enough to save them from a playoff with a team from the Primera B 
Nacional for their top flight survival. While vying for the championship, Tigre were dangerously low in the 
relegation standings, a separate table based on team’s average points over the last three seasons. 
 
Argentine marvel Juan Sebastian Veron retired this weekend at the age of 37 after playing for Estudiantes 
in their season ending match which ended 2-2 against Union de Santa Fe. 
 
The domestic season is almost complete now with the relegation playoffs begin this Thursday (see fixtures 
section) and the Copa Argentina final between Boca Juniors and Racing on a date yet to be determined. 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 22nd June 
Olimpo 0-0 Argentinos Juniors 

Newell’s Old Boys 0-0 Lanus 
 

Sunday 24th June 
Racing Club 1-2 Velez Sarsfield 

All Boys 3-1 Boca Juniors 
Arsenal de Sarandí 1-0 Belgrano 

Banfield 0-3 Colon 
Godoy Cruz 1-3 Atletico Rafaela 

San Lorenzo 3-1 San Martin San Juan 
Tigre 2-2 Independiente 

Union Santa Fe 2-2 Estudiantes 
 

FINAL CLASURA STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ARSENAL 19 11 5 3 38 

2 TIGRE 19 10 6 3 36 

3 VELEZ 19 9 6 4 33 

4 BOCA 19 9 6 4 33 

5 ALL BOYS 19 9 6 4 33 

6 NEWELLS 19 9 5 5 32 

7 COLON 19 7 8 4 29 

8 ARGENTINOS 19 7 6 6 27 

9 ESTUDIANTES 19 7 6 6 27 

10 LANUS 19 7 5 7 26 

11 UNION 19 5 10 4 25 

12 SAN LORENZO 19 6 7 6 25 

13 RAFAELA 19 6 6 7 24 

14 BELGRANO 19 6 6 7 24 

15 SAN MARTIN 19 6 4 9 22 

16 INDEPENDIENTE 19 5 5 9 20 

17 RACING CLUB 19 5 4 10 19 

18 GODOY CRUZ 19 2 8 9 14 

19 OLIMPO 19 3 4 12 13 

20 BANFIELD 19 2 5 12 11 

FIXTURES 
 

RELEGATION/PROMOTION PLAYOFFS 
FIRST LEG - Thursday 28th June 2012 

Instituto vs. San Lorenzo 
Rosario Central vs. San Martin San Juan 

 

SECOND LEG - Sunday 1st July 
San Lorenzo vs. Instituto 

San Martin San Juan vs. Rosario Central 
 

  
 

RIVER PLATE RETURN TO THE PRIMERA A 
French superstar David Trezeguet (pictured left) struck twice as River Plate beat Almirante 
Brown 2-0 on Saturday to win the Primera B Nacional title and return to the Primera División. 
River are promoted to the top flight, where they hold a record 33 title triumphs, at the first 
attempt after their shock relegation a year ago almost to the day amid scenes of violence 
from angry fans who caused damage in and outside the Monumental. Former France striker 
Trezeguet, a boyhood River fan who joined the club in the January mid-season break 
determined to help them regain their top-flight status, scored both to take his goal tally to 
13. He could have had a hat-trick but missed a penalty five minutes from time. River won the 
championship with 73 points from 38 matches, winning 20 and losing five with a 66-28 goal 
record.  They will be joined in the first division by Quilmes who finished one point behind 
after winning 2-0 at Guillermo Brown thanks to a double from Uruguayan striker Martin 
Cauteruccio.  

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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CRUZEIRO 

MAKE AN 

EARLY 

CHARGE 
The top two clashed in 

the opening game of the 

weekend as Cruzeiro 

defeated Vasco da Gama 

by three goals to one, in 

Vasco’s first loss of the 

season. Cruzeiro looked 

like winners from the end of the first half after Walter Montillo had broken the deadlock on 41 minutes. On 

63 minutes, Wellington Paulista doubled their lead and though Rodolfo quickly pulled a goal back for Vasco, 

Anselmo Ramon put the result beyond doubt in the 81st minute. The result takes Cruzeiro an early top 

place in the standings while Vasco lie third. 

 

In a local rival clash, Ivan scored the only goal of the game after just eleven minutes to help Portuguesa 

beat São Paulo 1-0 at the Estádio do Canindé. 

 

Atlético Mineiro jumped over Vasco into 

second spot in the standings with a 

thumping 5-1 home win over Nautico 

Recife. Bernard gave them an early third-

minute lead and Araujo's equaliser proved 

merely a short-term distraction. 

Ronaldinho (pictured left) netted a 36th-

minute penalty, Danilinho immediately 

made it 3-1 and netted again after half-

time and Damian Escudero completed the 

rout in injury time. 

 

Copa Libertadores finalists Corinthians 

moved off the bottom with a 2-1 win over 

fellow strugglers Palmeiras. The defending champions looked set for another loss when Palmeiras took the 

lead with four minutes played with Mazinho hitting the back of the net. Striker Romarinho, who joined 

Corinthians from Bragantino earlier this month, equalised for Corinthians in the 34th minute and then 

scored what proved to be the winner ten minutes after the break. 

 

Gremio returned to winning ways, beating ninth-place Flamengo 2-0 courtesy of goals from Marcelo 

Moreno and Werley. 

 

Figueirense and Bahia played out a 1-1 draw in Santa Catarina. Julio Cesar gave the home side the lead in 

the 51st minute before Vander curled in the equaliser 78th minute. 

 

Ponte Preta picked up their second win of the season away against Botafogo thanks to Ricardinho's 53rd 

minute winner. Nikáo gave the Paulista side the lead in the 15th minute before Andrezinho levelled the 

scoring from the penalty spot in the 43rd minute. 

 

Brazilian international Neymar found himself on the scoresheet as Santos continued their slow start with a 

2-2 draw at home to Coritiba. Edu Dracena's 32nd-minute goal put Santos ahead, but on 50 minutes 

Rafinha levelled proceedings for the visitors. Santos were back in front when Alan Kardec set up Neymar in 

the 71st minute. The lead proved short lived, as Lincoln equalised from the penalty spot four minutes later. 

 

Internacional claimed a 2-0 away win at Sport Recife thanks to a 13th minute own goal from Bruno Aguiar, 

and a Leandro Damião tap-in seven minutes before the interval. 

 

Fluminense recorded their second successive victory, coming from behind to dismantle Atlético Goianiense 

4-1 away from home. Ernandes had given Atlético a 13th-minute lead, before two goals in six minutes from 

Samuel Rosa (pictured right) and Gum sent Fluminense into the break with a 2-1 advantage. It got worse for 

the hosts six minutes into the second half, when Gilson put the ball into his own net. And former Barcelona 

and Chelsea midfielder Deco scored from the penalty spot with virtually the last kick of the game to inflict 

further punishment on Atlético, who finished the match with 10 men. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 23rd June 
Vasco da Gama 1-3 Cruzeiro 

Portuguesa 1-0 Sao Paulo 
 

Sunday 24th June 
Atlético Mineiro 5-1 Nautico 

Corinthians 2-1 Palmeiras 
Gremio 2-0 Flamengo 
Figueirense 1-1 Bahia 

Botafogo 1-2 Ponte Preta 
Santos 2-2 Coritiba 

Sport Recife 0-2 Internacional 
Atlético GO 1-4 Fluminense 

 

SÉRIE A STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 CRUZEIRO 6 4 2 0 14 
2 ATLETICO-MG 6 4 1 1 13 
3 VASCO 6 4 1 1 13 
4 GREMIO 6 4 0 2 12 
5 FLUMINENSE 6 3 3 0 12 
6 INTERNACIONAL 6 3 2 1 11 
7 BOTAFOGO 6 3 0 3 9 
8 SAO PAULO 6 3 0 3 9 
9 FLAMENGO 6 2 3 1 9 

10 PONTE PRETA 6 2 3 1 9 
11 CORITIBA 6 2 1 3 7 

12 PORTUGUESA 6 2 1 3 7 

13 NAUTICO 6 2 1 3 7 

14 FIGUEIRENSE 6 1 4 1 7 

15 BAHIA 6 1 3 2 6 

16 SPORT RECIFE 6 1 2 3 5 

17 CORINTHIANS 6 1 1 4 4 

18 SANTOS 6 0 4 2 4 

19 PALMEIRAS 6 0 2 4 2 

20 ATLETICO-GO 6 0 2 4 2 

FIXTURES 
 

Saturday 30th June 
Cruzeiro vs. Sao Paulo 

Nautico vs. Fluminense 
Vasco da Gama vs. Ponte Preta 

 

Sunday 1st July 
Portuguesa vs. Santos 

Coritiba vs. Sport Recife 
Bahia vs. Internacional 

Flamengo vs. Atlético GO 
Palmeiras vs. Figueirense 

Gremio vs. Atlético Mineiro 
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RED BULLS 

STAY ON  

UNITED’S TAIL 
D.C United have the slightest 
of leads at the top of the 
Eastern Conference. New York 
Red Bulls are breathing down 
their necks and only goal 
difference separates the two 
title challengers. On the other 
end of the table is Toronto FC, 
who remains bottom with 5 
points, FC Dallas occupy last place in the Western Conference as San Jose Earthquakes are leading the 
chase. 
 
Toronto FC let a 2-0 lead slip to play out a 2-2 draw with New England Revolution at BMO field but still 
remain rock-bottom of the Eastern Conference. Danny Koevermans opened the scoring for Toronto in the 
3rd minute, nodding home Ashtone Morgan’s delightful cross. Morgan then supplied the cross for Ryan 
Johnson to double the lead minutes before half time. Blake Brettschneider reduced the deficit for the 
Revolution with 20 minutes remaining and Chris Tierney salvaged a point in the 94th minute. 

 
Philadelphia Union thrashed Sporting Kansas City with an 
impressive 4-0 victory. Against all the odds Union 
completely outclassed their Eastern Conference rivals. Jack 
McInerney (pictured left) bagged a brace, Lionard Pajoy 
dispatched a penalty and Antoine Hoppernot capped off a 
brilliant performance with an 87th minute strike. 
 
The fixture between Montreal Impact and Houston Dynamo 
provided fans with a six-goal thriller, eventually ending 4-2 
to the Impact. The home side took the lead in the 3rd minute 
through Sanna Nyassi’s right-footed shot from close range. 
A terrific free-kick from Brad Davis equalized for Houston 
but Montreal were ahead minutes later after Davy Arnaud 

rose above his marker at the back post. Houston Dynamo went in at half-time level courtesy of Will Bruin. 
Hassoun Camara put Impact in front again from Close range and Patrice Bernier completed the scoring with 
a penalty in the 66th minute. 
 
Chicago Fire capitalised on Houston Dynamo’s defeat and opened up a 4 point gap between 5th and 4th 
place. Marco Pappa unleashed a phenomenal long-range shot to put Chicago ahead in the opening 
minutes. Dominic Aduro increased the lead on the 25th minute mark. Tony Tchani threatened to spoil the 
party and start a fight-back for Columbus Crew but Chicago held on for a crucial victory. 
 
San Jose Earthquakes overtook Real Salt Lake at the top of the Eastern Conference after a 2-1 win away 
from home. Alan Gordon grabbed his fifth goal this season for the Earthquakes, taking advantage of a lack 
of concentration in the Salt Lake defence and putting the visitors in front with 15 minutes to play. Moments 
later it was all square, Javier Morales netting a superbly placed free-kick that no-keeper could have saved. 
But the points did go home with San Jose Earthquakes, the division’s top scorer Chris Wondolowski steered 
the ball beyond the reach of Nick Rimando, to give San Jose to the smallest of advantages at the top of the 
table. 
 
FC Dallas and Chivas USA were involved in a stalemate at FC Dallas stadium, Dallas remain bottom of the 
Western Conference, 2 points adrift of Portland Timbers in 8th and Chivas are in 7th position, but only 1 
point behind reigning champions LA Galaxy. 
 
Portland Timbers emerged victorious over bitter rivals Seattle Sounders with a narrow 2-1 victory. 
Experienced Scottish striker Kris Boyd struck first for the Timbers before David Horst grabbed a 2nd goal 
shortly after. Eddie Johnson scored a brilliant solo goal to take the score to 2-1 and Timber’s fans were in 
for a nerve-wrecking 30 minutes, nevertheless they held on and are now only 4 points off 5th position. 
 
Robbie Keane announced his return to the MLS from international duty with a goal, he waltzed through the 
Whitecaps defence to grab Galaxy’s 2nd goal of the night. Mike Magee and Landon Donovan also got on the 
score sheet, in a convincing home win for Last season’s champions. 
 
The top two in the Eastern Conference met at the Red Bull Arena on the 24th June in what proved to be a 
thoroughly entertaining game. League Leaders D.C United took the lead after only 30 seconds, due to Chris 
Pontius header at the near post. But Red Bulls hit back through former United man Brandon Barklage 
(pictured at top of page), who bagged a double. Jan Gunnar Solli produced the 3rd goal for Red Bulls, before 
Pontius wrapped up the scoring in the 65th minute. 

Josh Lawless 
Twitter @BackOfTheNetJL 

Website - www.backofthenetfootball.webs.com 
 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 23rd June 
Toronto FC 2-2 New England Revolution 

Philadelphia Union 4-0 Sporting Kansas City 
Montreal Impact 4-2 Houston Dynamo 

Chicago Fire 2-1 Columbus Crew 
FC Dallas 0-0 Chivas USA 

Salt Lake City 1-2 San Jose Earthquakes 
Los Angeles Galaxy 3-0 Vancouver Whitecaps 

 
Sunday 24th June 

Portland Timbers 2-1 Seattle Sounders 
New York Red Bulls 3-2 D.C. United 

 

TABLES 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 D.C United 17 9 3 5 30 
2 NY Red Bulls 16 9 3 4 30 
3 Sporting KC 15 9 2 4 29 
4 Chicago Fire 15 7 3 5 24 
5 Houston 15 5 5 5 20 
6 Columbus 14 5 4 5 19 
7 New England 15 5 3 7 18 
8 Montreal 16 5 3 8 18 
9 Philadelphia 13 3 2 8 11 

10 Toronto FC 13 1 2 10 5 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 San Jose 16 10 3 3 33 

2 Real Salt Lake 17 10 2 5 32 

3 Vancouver 16 7 5 4 26 

4 Seattle 16 7 4 5 25 

5 LA Galaxy 16 6 2 8 20 

6 Colorado 15 6 1 8 19 

7 Chivas USA 16 5 4 7 19 

8 Portland 14 4 4 6 16 

9 FC Dallas 17 3 5 9 14 

FIXTURES 
 

Wednesday 27th June 
Montreal Impact vs. Toronto FC 

 

Friday 29th June 
Sporting Kansas City vs. Chicago Fire 

 

Saturday 30th June 
Toronto FC vs. New York Red Bulls 
D.C. United vs. Montreal Impact 

New England Revolution vs. Seattle Sounders 
Columbus Crew vs. Real Salt Lake 

Houston Dynamo vs. Philadelphia Union 
Colorado Rapids vs. Portland Timbers 

San Jose Earthquakes vs. Los Angeles Galaxy 
 

 
 

Robbie Keane holds aloft a shirt for James Nolan, a 21 
year old Irish fan that tragically died in Poland 
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NASRI HITS 

OUT AT PRESS 
The war between French 
football and their press rages 
on after midfielder Samir 
Nasri gave a member of the 
French media a tongue-
lashing preceding the Les 
Bleus' Euro 2012 quarter-final 
defeat to Spain on Saturday 
evening. 
  

The heated outburst transpired after the 

Manchester City playmaker was asked for his 

comments on the result of the game from a 

AFP writer. At first, Nasri’s verbal explosion 

emerged after the journalist advised the 

midfielder to 'get lost' after he failed to stop to 

answer the original request of his opinion of 

the 2-1 defeat. Nasri’s response involved an 

insulting attack of foul language and stated 

that “There, you will be able to say I’ve been 

brought up badly now.” Also, during the 

tournament, Nasri scored the equalising goal 

against England in their first group game and 

made gestures to the press while celebrating. 

 

The national team's head coach, Laurent Blanc 
is disappointed with the situation, he 
discussed this on French television "It is very 
regrettable but it's a problem between Samir 
and the press, it is very bad for his image but 
when this is done when he's with France it's 
also bad for the team's image. From what I 
understand, he lacked respect towards the 
journalist who at some point also lacked 
respect towards him.” 
  
It is unknown whether or not the French FA 
(FFF) will take action on the player, but it is our 
understanding that their intentions are to 
meet with the journalist and Nasri to discuss 
the incident. In an interview, Noël Le Graët, 
president of FFF has labelled the rant as 
‘intolerable’ and was quoted that he thought 
Nasri's celebration of the goal against England 
was ‘’untoward’. 
 

   

SP
AI

N SOLDADO 

SIGNS NEW 

VALENCIA 

DEAL 

MIKI ROQUE 

PASSES AWAY  

Sad news over the weekend, Real Betis 

defender Miki Roque, has died in Barcelona at 

the age of 23 following a fight against cancer. 

Roque, formerly of Liverpool, who underwent 

surgery to remove a tumour in his pelvis last 

year, came up through the ranks during four 

years at The Reds between 2005 and 2009 and 

helped the club win the 2006 FA Youth Cup.  

 

He made one substitute appearance for the 

first team, against Galatasaray in a Champions 

League match in December 2006, before 

moving back to his homeland with Betis in 

2009. 
 

 

Roberto Soldado has 

extended his contract with 

Valencia until the summer of 

2017. 

 
Soldado was the joint top-scoring Spaniard in 
La Liga along with Fernando Llorente last 
season as his 17 goals helped guide Los Che to 
their third consecutive third-placed finish. The 
former Real Madrid man also scored seven 
times in European competition as Valencia 
progressed to the Europa League semi-finals. 

    

AU
ST

RA
LIA

 

KEWELL 

RETURNING TO 

ENGLAND 
Australian Harry Kewell has 

quit A-League side Melbourne 

Victory and returned to 

England for family reasons, 

the club said Sunday.  
 

The former Leeds United, Liverpool and 

Galatasaray forward was close to signing a 

new two-year contract but is going back to 

England to support the mother of Kewell's 

wife, who is gravely ill, reports said.  

 

The club confirmed that the player would not 

be returning for a second season. "It was one 

of the toughest decisions we've had to make," 

Kewell said in a club statement. "I enjoyed 

playing for Victory and living in Melbourne but 

family comes first and together we made a 

decision that it was best for us to remain close 

to our family at this time." 

Kewell, 33, scored eight goals in 25 matches in 

his debut A-League season, and was a major 

drawcard for the A-League.  

 

"Harry's a fantastic player and I was looking 

forward to working with him this season, but 

he has family matters that need his attention 

so while it's unfortunate, I completely 

understand," new Victory coach Ange 

Postecoglou said. "We'd been working very 

hard to come to an agreement with him and 

we were extremely confident both parties were 

close to finalising the deal, but these things 

happen and we wish Harry and his family all 

the best." 
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GIOVINCO 

RETURNS 

TO JUVENTUS 
Serie A champions Juventus have 
confirmed that Sebastian 
Giovinco will be returning to the 
club next season.  

 
The 25-year-old started his career with Juve, but has 

spent the past two seasons with Parma, as the two 

clubs each held a 50 percent share of his sporting 

rights. But after a season in which Giovinco tallied 15 

goals for Parma, Juventus has announced that the 

club was able to regain 100 percent of his rights for a 

fee of €11 million. 

 

Giovinco was also a reported target of Barcelona, 

Manchester City and Inter Milan but it is old club 

Juve who have clinched his signature. 

 

A statement from Juventus read: "Juventus 

announces that it has resolved in its favour the 

agreement with Parma relating to the playing 

rights of footballer Sebastian Giovinco. The 

transfer was resolved for a fee set at €11 million 

to be paid by Juventus over the next three 

seasons. The contract signed with the player is in 

effect until June 30, 2015." 

 

Giovinco has also established himself as an Italy 

international and will be rejoining a Juventus 

side which captured the league title last season. 
 

   

 
 

KAGAWA 

SEALS MOVE 

TO MAN UNITED 

Manchester United 

confirmed on Friday the 

signing of Japanese starlet 

Shinji Kagawa on a four year 

contract. 
Kagawa passed a medical with the Old 
Trafford outfit earlier today and has now tied 
up the loose ends of a transfer manager Sir 
Alex Ferguson expects will prove a big 
success. “Shinji is an exciting young 
midfielder with great skill, vision and a good 
eye for goal,” said Ferguson. “I am delighted 
he has chosen to come to United. I believe he 
will make an impact upon the team very 
quickly as he is suited to United's style of 
play. We are all looking forward to working 
with him.” 

Kagawa is Manchester United's second capture 
of the summer, following the arrival of England 
Under-19 international Nick Powell from 
Crewe Alexandra. 
 
However, Kagawa does fetch some impressive 
statistics to the Premier League runners-up. 
The 23-year-old helped Dortmund land 
successive German titles and scored 17 times 
in addition to claiming 13 assists as they also 
went on to complete the double last season. 
 
Having been ruled out of Olympic duty in 
London this summer, it is anticipated Kagawa 
will be part of United's pre-season tour to 
South Africa and China. 
 
No details of the fee have been released but 
German media reported earlier this month that 
the 23-year-old would cost the Premier League 
club €17 million. 
 

  

DROGBA TO 

CHINA 
Didier Drogba has signed for 

Chinese club Shanghai Shenhua on a 

two-and-a-half-year deal.  
He will team up again at Shanghai with ex-Chelsea 
colleague Nicolas Anelka. Drogba, 34, said: "I considered 
all the offers I have received in the past few weeks, but I 
feel Shanghai Shenhua is the right move for me at this 
time." His last act in a Chelsea shirt was scoring the 
winning penalty in the Champions League final in May. 
One of his first games will be against Manchester United 
with Alex Ferguson's team playing Shenhua on 25 July on 
their pre-season tour. 
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CZECH  

STAR SIGNS 

FOR BREMEN 
Czech right-back Theodor Gebre 

Selassie signed a four-year contract at 

Bundesliga side Werder Bremen on 

Friday. 
Gebre Selassie, 25, who starred in the Czech Republic’s 
Euro 2012 campaign is whose transfer from Slovan Liberic 
is rumoured to be worth in the region of €2 million. 

  

 

GIROUD JOINS 

ARSENAL 
Montpellier forward Olivier Giroud has agreed to 
join Arsenal on a long-term contract, the club 
announced on Tuesday. 
 
The 25-year-old France striker completed a medical before agreeing terms at 
the club's training ground on Monday evening. The completion of the transfer 
is now just the subject of "formal processes", according to Arsenal. 
 
Giroud, whose contract with Arsenal will commence on July 1, told the club's 
website: "I am delighted to be here at Arsenal and to be part of one of the 
great teams in English football. It's a huge satisfaction to join this great club 
and it's been a dream since I was young to play in the Premier League." 
 
Giroud said the style of football Arsenal, who finished third in the English top-
flight last season, play under French manager Arsene Wenger had been a 
major factor in his decision. "I was attracted by the philosophy of football and 
Arsene Wenger's 'touch' at this club," he said. "I have always admired Arsenal 
with its great history and reputation, and I now hope to achieve great things 
here. I'm very proud to be a Gunner and I will give my best for all the Arsenal 
fans." 
 
Wenger said: "We are delighted to have secured the signing of Olivier Giroud. 
He has a very good physical presence and is exceptional in the air, with a great 
work ethic. We are excited about Olivier joining us and he will add an 
additional dimension to our attacking options next season." 
 
Giroud arrives in North London from French champions Montpellier, where 21 
goals in 36 league appearances made him the French league's joint top 
goalscorer last season and also earned him a place in the Ligue 1 Team of the 
Year. Giroud, who enjoyed a two-year spell at the Stade de la Mosson and 
broke into the national team in November 2011, flew to London after 
representing France at Euro 2012 where they exited to Spain in the quarter-
finals. 
 
The Chambery-born player spent his formative years in France's lower 
leagues, developing his game with Grenoble and at Tours FC where he played 
alongside Arsenal's Laurent Koscielny for a season before being awarded the 
Ligue 2 Player of the Year award in 2009/10. 
 
"He has proved that he is capable of performing at the top level with club and 
country, and we saw what a big influence he was in Montpellier's 
championship-winning side last season. We all look forward to Olivier joining 
us and seeing him play in an Arsenal shirt." Wenger added. 
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 Here’s our table of all the transfers involving the major clubs throughout the summer so far...  
      

DATE NAME/NATIONALITY FROM TO FEE 
9th February Xherdan Shaqiri (SWI) FC Basle (SWI) Bayern Munich (GER) Undisclosed 

11th April Ahmed Hegazy (EGY) Ismaily (EGY) Fiorentina (ITA) €1.5m 

26th April Dante (BRA) Borussia Monchengladbach (GER) Bayern Munich (GER) €4.7m 

28th April Marko Marin (GER) Werder Bremen (GER) Chelsea (ENG) Undisclosed 

30th April Lukas Podolski (GER) FC Koln (GER) Arsenal (ENG) Undisclosed 

2nd May Eren Derdiyok (SWI) Bayer Leverkusen (GER) Hoffenheim (GER) Undisclosed 

14th May Marc Van Bommel (NET) AC Milan (ITA) PSV Eindhoven (NET) Free 

16th May Tom Starke (GER) Hoffenheim (GER) Bayern Munich (GER) Undisclosed 

17th May Fredy Guarín (COL) FC Porto (POR) Inter Milan (ITA) €11m 

18th May Granit Xhaka (SWI) FC Basel (SWI) Borussia Monchengladbach (GER) Undisclosed 

22nd May Diego Lopez (ESP) Villarreal (ESP) Sevilla (ESP) €3.5m 

22nd May Rodrigo Palacio (ARG) Genoa (ITA) Inter Milan (ITA) €11m 

23rd May Romain Amalfitano (FRA) Reims (FRA) Newcastle United (ENG) Free 

24th May Ola John (NET) FC Twente (NET) Benfica (POR) €9m 

24th May Joao Pereira (POR) Sporting Lisbon (POR) Valencia (ESP) €3.6m 

25th May Martín Cáceres (URU) Sevilla (ESP) Juventus (ITA) €8m 

25th May Thomas Heurtaux (FRA) Caen (FRA) Udinese (ITA) €2m 

26th May Claudio Pizarro (PER) Werder Bremen (GER) Bayern Munich (GER) Free 

28th May Cristian Rodriguez (URU) FC Porto (POR) Atlético Madrid (ESP) Free 

28th May Andrés Guardado (MEX) Deportivo la Coruna (ESP) Valencia (ESP) Free 

29th May Emre Belözoğlu (TUR) Fenerbahce (TUR) Atlético Madrid (ESP) Free 

29th May Angel Lafita (ESP) Real Zaragoza (ESP) Getafe (ESP) Free 

30th May Mitchell Weiser (GER) FC Koln (GER) Bayern Munich (GER) €500,000 

31st May Paul Papp (ROM) Vaslui (ROM) Chievo (ITA) Undisclosed 

1st June Bakaye Traoré (MAL) AS Nancy (FRA) AC Milan (ITA) Free 

1st June Marco Reus (GER) Borussia Monchengladbach (GER) Borussia Dortmund (GER) €17.5m 

1st June Mehmet Akgün (TUR) Gençlerbirliği (TUR) Beşiktaş (TUR) Undisclosed 

1st June Bas Dost (NET) Heerenveen (NET) Wolfsburg (GER) Undisclosed 

1st June Victor Elm (SWE) Heerenveen (NET) FC Twente (NET) Free 

1st June Riccardo Montolivo (ITA) Fiorentina (ITA) AC Milan (ITA) Free 

3rd June Dirk Kuyt (NET) Liverpool (ENG) Fenerbahce (TUR) €1m 

4th June Eden Hazard (BEL) Lille (FRA) Chelsea (ENG) £32m 

5th June Hedwiges Maduro (NET) Valencia (ESP) Sevilla (ESP) Free 

6th June Goran Pandev (MAC) Inter Milan (ITA) Napoli (ITA) €7.5m 

7th June Martí Riverola (ESP) Barcelona (ESP) Bologna (ITA) Free 

7th June Niko Kranjcar (CRO) Tottenham Hotspur (ENG) Dinamo Kiev (UKR) €6.75m 

8th June Willians Domingos (BRA) Flamengo (BRA) Udinese (ITA) Undisclosed 

12th June Nick Powell (ENG) Crewe Alexandra (ENG) Manchester United (ENG) £3.75m 

13th June Jussi Jääskeläinen (FIN) Bolton Wanderers (ENG) West Ham United (ENG) Free 

13th June Felipe Gutierrez (CHI) Universidad Catolica (CHI) FC Twente (NET) Undisclosed 

15th June Daniel Diaz (ARG) Getafe (ESP) Atlético Madrid (ESP) €1m 

15th June Gennaro Gattuso (ITA) AC Milan (ITA) FC Sion (SWI) Free 

17th June Robbert Schilder (NET) NAC Breda (NET) FC Twente (NET) Undisclosed 

20th June Mohamed Diame (SEN) Wigan Athletic (ENG) West Ham United (ENG) Free 

20th June Kevin Constant (GUI) Genoa (ITA) AC Milan (ITA) Loan 

20th June Francesco Acerbi (ITA) Genoa (ITA) AC Milan (ITA) Undisclosed 

20th June Daniel Wass (DEN) Benfica (POR) Evian TG (FRA) €2.5m 

20th June Marvin Martin (FRA) Sochaux (FRA) Lille (FRA) Undisclosed 

21st June Andrew Johnson (ENG) Fulham (ENG) Queens Park Rangers (ENG) Free 

21st June Ryan Nelsen (NZL) Tottenham Hotspur Queens Park Rangers (ENG) Free 

21st June Julian Schieber (GER) Stuttgart (GER) Borussia Dortmund (GER) Undisclosed 

21st June Robert Green (ENG) West Ham United (ENG) Queens Park Rangers (ENG) Free 

22nd June Sebastian Giovinco (ITA) Parma (ITA) Juventus (ITA) €11m 

 22nd June Shinji Kagawa (JAP) Borussia Dortmund (GER) Manchester United (ENG) Undisclosed  

 22nd June Cicinho (BRA) AS Roma (ITA) Sport Recife (BRA) Free  

 22nd June Theodor Gebre Selassie (CZE) Slovan Liberic (CZE) Werder Bremen (GER) €2m  

 23rd June Vedran Corluka (CRO) Tottenham Hotspur (ENG) Lokomotiv Moscow (RUS) €7m  

 23rd June Carlinhos (BRA) Desportivo Brasil (BRA) Bayer Leverkusen (GER) Undisclosed  

 23rd June Diego Colotto (ARG) Deportivo la Coruna (ESP) Espanyol (ESP) Free  

 24th June Giovanni Moreno (COL) Racing Club (ARG) Shanghai Shenhua (CHI) Undisclosed  

 24th June Olivier Giroud (FRA) Montpellier (FRA) Arsenal (ENG) Undisclosed  
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