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THE BRAZILIAN 

INVASION 
 

AS the Olympic football 

tournament begins to shift up 

through the gears two of 

Brazil’s brightest talents are 

poised to keep shining in the 

Premier League this season. 
 

Already Oscar has signed for Chelsea (see page 

16) in a deal worth in excess of £25million and 

will wear the blue No 11 shirt as manager 

Roberto Di Matteo hopes that 21-year-old 

attacking midfielder can help supply the 

ammunition for Fernando Torres, who appears 

rejuvenated at long last. 

 

Alongside Eden Hazard, Chelsea look set to 

develop their own blend of pace and precision 

so Torres can get the kind of service provided 

by Xabi Alonso and Steven Gerrard during his 

prime days at Liverpool.  

By reputation, Oscar operates in the classic 

Brazilian No 10 role where his link play and 

individual-running threat should create a host of 

chances for Chelsea. 
 

His current Olympic team-mate Lucas Moura 

(pictured above) has, arguably, more buzz about 

him and already Sir Alex Ferguson has gone 

public with his interest, a rare move by the 

Manchester United manager who has also 

openly courted Arsenal’s Robin van Persie this 

summer. 
 

Lucas Moura is only 19 and one look at his 

highlight reels on YouTube immediately conjure 

up memories of a young Cristiano Ronaldo – high 

on the spectacular but not exactly complete 

when it comes to the end product. 
 

As things stand United appear to be finalizing an 

agreement with Sao Paulo close to £30million 

with a delegation led by the club’s chief scout 

Jim Lawlor having already visited Brazil. The 

player himself, however, has revealed that no 

decisions will be made until his Olympic 

campaign has come to an end. 

Interestingly, the contrasts between the 
success in signing Brazilians is quite stark 
between both Chelsea and United. Alex, 
David Luiz and Ramires in particular, have all 
proved productive at Stamford Bridge 
whereas Sir Alex’s strike rate with Brazilians, 
and indeed many of his South American 
signings, has been very poor. 
 

For all of Antonio Valencia’s positive 
contributions you need only look at 
Kleberson, Gabriel Heinze, Juan Veron and 
Alex Possebon to discover United’s Latino 
busts while the jury is still out on the da Silva 
twins and midfielder Anderson, who must 
surely be on his last chance this season. 
 
No country of origin excites supporters more 
than Brazil, but for every Premier League 
success like Ramires or Juninho there is an 
Alfonso Alves, Roque Junior, Robinho, Julio 
Baptista or Jo to bring out the groans and 
sighs from their former devoted followers. 
 
Should United capture Lucas Moura it will be 
interesting to see if they can break miserable 
luck on South American signings, or will Oscar 
provide Chelsea another reason to celebrate 
Mardi Gras at the Bridge. 
 

Adam Redmond 
Writer – Irish Daily Mail 

Twitter @AdamRedmond 
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JUVE’ SUPPORT 

IN MATCH-

FIXING SCANDAL 
 

Juventus president Andrea 

Agnelli states that the Serie A 

champions’ have “full support” 

for coach Antonio Conte and 

players Leonardo Bonucci and 

Simone Pepe regarding the 

latest match-fixing charges. 
 

Although Conte has been cleared of a sporting 

fraud charge, he will face further charges of 

allegedly failing to report attempts to fix two 

games during his tenure in charge of Siena. The 

Italian Football Federation (FIGC) made the 

announcement last Thursday after Conte was 

questioned by its chief prosecutor earlier this 

month.  

Claims were made that Conte (then head 

coach of Siena) was involved in plans to 

arrange the outcome of games against Novara 

and Albinoleffe. He has continually denied 

such allegations. Italian reports state that if 

found guilty, Conte could be fined or face a 

suspension from the game of around six 

months. 
 

Meanwhile, players Bonucci and Pepe have 

been caught up in the scandal following their 

time at Bari and Udinese respectively. Bonucci 

faces a referral for sporting fraud, while Pepe 

has been accused of failing to report 

knowledge of attempted match-fixing in 

reference to a game between Bari and Udinese 

in 2010.  
 

President Agnelli (pictured above) responded 

to Thursday’s announcement, said: “The recent 

events leave us all with a deep resentment, 

tempered by the understanding that, the rules 

of the process will clarify the course of this 

game that takes place before various degrees 

of judgment. Juventus is a listed company, but 

above all we are a team and all of us dedicate 

ourselves to work and passion for the 

bianconeri colours. The team helps you, you 

fight, you lose and you win. But no one is ever 

alone. It will not happen this time either.” 

The FIGC have assured that 13 clubs and 44 

individuals are set to answer charges at 

hearings which are due to begin on the 2nd 

of August. Italian news agency AGI reported 

that Serie B clubs Lecce and Grosseto face 

the most serious charges, which if found 

guilty, could see the clubs suffer relegation. 

The past year has seen prosecutors in Bari 

and Cremona reveal details of an extensive 

match-fixing racket which allegedly operated 

for over a decade and stretched as far as 

Singapore and South America.  

 

The current investigation echoes the 

infamous 2006 ‘Calciopoli’ scandal, which 

saw Juventus stripped of its 2004-05 and 

2005-06 Serie A titles and relegated to Serie 

B. Three of Italy’s other leading clubs, AC 

Milan, SS Lazio and Fiorentina, were also 

penalised, along with a host of officials. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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JOHN 

TERRY 

CHARGED 

BY FA 
Friday the 27th 

July saw Chelsea captain John Terry charged by the FA with 

improper conduct over his comments to Anton Ferdinand back in 

October. The centre back is alleged to have used "abusive and/or 

insulting words and/or behaviour” in the match against West 

London rivals QPR. 
 

Just weeks ago Terry was cleared of racism at Westminster Magistrates’ Court but he has now been 

charged by the FA over his comments. In their statement the FA said “It is alleged that Terry used 

abusive and/or insulting words and/or behaviour towards Queens Park Rangers’ Anton Ferdinand, 

contrary to FA rules.“ They also added in their statement that “This charge is the result of The FA’s long-

standing enquiries into this matter, which were placed on hold pending the outcome of the criminal 

trial, and relates to rules governing football only.” 

 

Terry, 31, still has until the 3rd of August to appeal but has denied the charge. An official statement on 

the Chelsea website, released soon after the FA’s decision read like this “John Terry has denied an FA 

charge announced today (Friday) and will be requesting the opportunity for a personal hearing.”  

 

Some maybe confused why Terry was not found guilty by the Magistrates but was found guilty by the 

FA. This is because FA cases only require proof "on the balance of probabilities" while court cases have 

to be proved “beyond reasonable doubt.” 

 

Esteemed European football expert and writer Waleed Abu Nada was kind enough to take time out of 

his busy schedule to give us his take on the Terry case and his charge by the FA: ”3 days ago, Chelsea 

skipper John Terry was charged by the FA for 'abusive and/or insulting words and/or behaviour towards 

Anton Ferdinand.' I wasn't surprised to be honest, nobody was. It appears that Terry was though, as he 

has denied an FA charge and will be requesting the opportunity for a personal hearing. I personally 

believe that whether Terry is guilty or innocent, he deserves the charge he received from the FA. Luis 

Suarez was charged by the FA for allegedly racially abusing Patrice Evra without any video evidence. 

We've all seen the video of the clash between Terry and Ferdinand (video evidence), and Terry himself 

confirmed calling Ferdinand with the words: 'F*cking black c***' However, he claims that he said it 

sarcastically after hearing Anton himself saying that. What Terry meant from the words he said doesn't 

matter, in my opinion. He clearly said the words 'F*cking black c***' and admitted doing so.  The media 

are being a bit biased when it comes to handling the Terry situation too which is something I hate.” 

 

In news closely linked to the Terry case Rio Ferdinand has been charged with improper conduct by the 

FA due to responding to a tweet to him that referred to England teammate Ashley Cole, a witness in 

the Terry case, as a “choc ice.” Ferdinand denied what he had said was racist when he tweeted this a 

few weeks back "What I said yesterday is not a racist term” 

 

In a statement on their website the FA remarked:  “The allegation is that the player acted in a way 

which was improper and/or bought the game into disrepute by making comments which included a 

reference to ethnic origin and/or colour and/or race.” 

 

The 33 year old has until 4pm on the 2nd of August to respond to the charge. 

Ally Poole 
Twitter @HeskeyStats 

 

NEWS SHORTS 
AUSTRALIA: Western Sydney Wanderers 
have secured a commercial boost ahead 
of their A-League debut by signing up 
NRMA Insurance as the team’s naming 
rights and major sponsor. The three-year 
partnership sees one of Australia’s 
leading insurance firms team up with the 
A-League’s newest franchise. Football 
Federation Australia (FFA) unveiled plans 
in April for the new A-League club in 
Western Sydney. The birth of the 
Wanderers will see the new franchise 
create a rivalry with the existing Sydney 
FC team. 

WORLD FOOTBALL WEEKLY’S COVERAGE OF 
THE A-LEAGUE BEGINS IN OCTOBER 2012 

 

WORLD CUP: Brazil’s Ministry of Justice 
have declared that the countries staging 
of the 2014 World Cup is set to create a 
major legacy in the form of security 
infrastructure. The SESGE, Ministry’s 
Extraordinary Secretariat for the Security 
of Big Events, has released their strategic 
plan for the 2014 FIFA World Cup to be 
held in Brazil. The manuscript, approved 
by the Presidential Staff Office and 
presented to Brazil’s states in June, is set 
to create unprecedented levels of 
cooperation between the country’s law 
enforcement agencies and public services 
during the tournament. 
 

ENGLAND: Owen Hargreaves is training 
with the QPR first team at their 
Harlington base following his release 
from Manchester City. The former City, 
Manchester United and Bayern Munich 
man joined the Hoops for their first 
training session following their pre-
season tour of Asia. However, manager 
Mark Hughes was keen to stress there 
was no agreement for Hargreaves to join 
the club - and that he is just there to work 
on his fitness. 
 

ARGENTINA: National team coach 
Alejandro Sabella believes Lionel Messi 
has improved since he was handed the 
national team's captaincy. The Barcelona 
star has been tipped as one of the front-
runners for the 2012 Ballon d'Or award 
after a record-breaking season in 2011-
12 when he scored 50 goals in La Liga 
and 73 in all club competitions. Sabella 
said the three-time player of the year has 
improved since being made skipper, 
despite having to shoulder more 
responsibility. When speaking to Fox 
Sports he said "He is happy, since he has 
been given the captaincy I think he has 
done well, I think he has become better; 
he has matured and feels happier. The 
weight of expectation on him was already 
there in the group, but now with the 
captaincy it is even greater." 
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SHEVA RETIRES 
It so happened that my 
grandfather and I were one of 
those fans who witnessed 
Andriy Shevchenko making his 
top flight debut for Dynamo 
Kyiv in their away game 
against Shakhtar Donetsk on 
November 8, 1994.  

 
Despite Shakhtar losing 1-3 to Yozhef Sabo’s 
charges, I was very impressed by a solidly-built 
youngster who came on as a sub in the second 
half of the game to terrorize my home team’s 
defence with his dribbling and forward runs; as 
my grandfather said, Shevchenko meant 
business. 

Although I am not very good at remembering 

things that even happened one week ago, I still 

remember clearly that game and that 

performance put in by a bold-headed lad who 

would go on to become probably the best 

footballer and one of the best sportsmen any 

post-Soviet country has ever produced.    

 

Sometimes a raw diamond needs a 

distinguished master for it to turn into a truly 

beautiful piece of jewellery that would shine 

for many years to come, and that master for 

Shevchenko was the great Valeriy Lobanovskiy 

who returned to Kyiv from Kuwait to take 

charge of his beloved Dynamo which had been 

underachieving internationally under Sabo. In 

1975, when Dynamo won its first European 

trophy (UEFA Cup Winners' Cup), Valeriy 

Lobanovskiy had Oleg Blokhin; in 1997, his 

main silver bullet in the gun was Andriy 

Shevchenko.   
 

The first game that really put Sheva on the 

European football map was Dynamo’s 

overwhelming 4-0 away win over Barcelona in 

the 1997/98 Champions League group stage. In 

that memorable game Sheva netted a hat-trick 

to earn an unbelievable 7-0 win on aggregate.  

 

In 1999, after another successful season with 

Dynamo that saw them reaching the UEFA 

Champions League semi-finals, Andriy 

Shevchenko was signed by Milan with whom 

he won the league title and the UEFA 

Champions League trophy, scoring a famous 

penalty in the shoot-out against Juventus in 

the final game to become the first Ukrainian 

footballer to win this title. After that victory, 

Shevchenko headed to Kyiv to put his medal by 

the grave of his football father Valeriy 

Lobanovskiy.  

 

In 2003, he scored a winner for Milan to clinch 

the UEFA Super Cup trophy, and in 2004, 

Shevchenko became the third Ukrainian player 

(after Oleg Blokhin and Igor Belanov) to win 

Ballon d'Or.  No wonder why during those 

years Milan’s biggest international fanbase was 

probably based in Ukraine, with everyone 

waiting for the weekend to watch Sheva ply his 

trade in northern Italy.   

 

After a successful season with Milan, 

Shevchenko was persuaded by Roman 

Abramovich to join Chelsea, but his career in 

London wasn’t as outstanding as in Italy due to 

various factors, mainly having to do with his 

injuries and managers’ (Jose Mourinho, Avram 

Grant and Felipe Scolari) vision.  

 

Shevchenko’s biggest international success 

came in 2006, when Ukraine, captained by 

Chelsea’s striker, reached the World Cup 

quarter-finals for the very first time in its 

history. 

Then followed a loan spell with Milan, before 

Shevchenko left Western Europe for Ukraine. 

In late summer of 2009, Andriy returned to 

Dynamo Kyiv.  

 

Having come back to his home club, Andriy was 

more battling with his injuries rather than 

Dynamo’s opponents on the pitch; a long 

professional career at a top level was taking its 

toll. Before Euro 2012, there were many 

concerns whether Sheva would be fit to be 

selected for Ukraine’s squad to spearhead its 

attack. After heading home both Ukraine’s 

goals against Sweden, Sheva proved once again 

that “an old ox (in Sheva’s case, an injury 

plagued ox) makes a straight furrow”.  

Although Ukraine failed to advance from the 

group, Andriy retired from international career 

on a high note, with his brace bringing ordinary 

Ukrainians so much happiness and a sense of 

national unity that any Ukrainian politician, 

regardless which political camp he/she 

represents, can only dream of.   

 

Ukraine’s game against England in Donetsk 

turned out to be Shevchenko’s last official 

match in his professional career. Last Saturday, 

after Dynamos game against Hoverla, 

Shevchenko announced that he would quit 

football for politics. So, now I can safely say 

that I witnessed Sheva playing both his first 

and last game at senior level in Donetsk. 

 

If, 18 years ago, you had asked  ordinary 

Ukrainian pupils about the greatest ever 

Ukrainian person, almost everyone would have 

mentioned the most famous Ukrainian poet 

Taras Shevchenko whereas now it is more 

likely that they will be asked twice to specify 

which exactly Shevchenko they mean. 

 

Oleksandr Sereda 
Twitter @Sereda_Alex 
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The men’s Olympic Football tournament got underway last Thursday and we embark on our coverage there continuing all the way 
through to the second batch of group matches this past Sunday on the page 7. 

 

Thursday 26th July 2012 
 

GROUP A – Old Trafford, Manchester 

UAE 1-2 URUGUAY 

 

GROUP A – Old Trafford, Manchester 

GREAT BRITAIN 1-1 SENEGAL 
South American’s Uruguay came from behind to open their campaign with a 

2-1 victory over a surprisingly impressive United Arab Emirates. Ismaeil 

Matar gave the Asian side a deserved lead with a calm finish, while Martin 

Campana made several saves for an out-of-sorts Uruguay to stop the U.A.E. 

extending the lead. Gaston Ramirez levelled with a free-kick close to the 

break before Botafogo’s newest recruit Nicolas Lodeiro came off the bench 

to hit the winner. Ahmed Khalil had a chance to level for U.A.E. but dragged 

his effort wide. However, his team were applauded off the pitch after a 

strong-willed and clever performance that showed they are more than just 

the fall guys in Group A. 
 

Team GB’s first game ended in a whimper with a disappointing draw against a 
physical Senegalese side. Liverpool’s Craig Bellamy put the hosts in front with 
a clinical volley in the 20th minute. But Stuart Pearce's men were then 
pushed onto the back foot by the Africans' ultra-physical approach, which 
largely went unpunished by Uzbek referee Ravshan Irmatov. Still, it did seem 
GB had weathered the worst until Moussa Konate struck eight minutes from 
time. The hosts pushed forward frantically in search of a winner but they 
came no nearer than a Marvin Sordell effort that crashed against the bar. And 
the greatest damage could yet be felt in the dressing room, with both 
Bellamy and Joe Allen needing to be checked after sustaining worrying 
knocks. For all the doubters, who just could not get their head around the 
concept of a Team GB football team, Old Trafford was still packed at kick-off.  
 

  

GROUP B – St. James Park, Newcastle 

MEXICO 0-0 KOREA REPUBLIC 
GROUP B – St. James Park, Newcastle 

GABON 1-1 SWITZERLAND 
Mexico and the Korea Republic got their quest for an Olympic medal up and 

running in the basking Newcastle sunshine, as they were forced to settle for 

a share of the spoils in what was in truth, a disappointing opener for the 

fancied Mexico. The Koreans were the more dominant of the two sides, but 

with the exception of skipper Koo Jacheol's glancing header, they were 

restricted to long-range efforts by Tena Luis Fernando's side in a game that 

never threatened to spring into life. Mexico came close to snatching all three 

points in the dying seconds, as second-half substitutes Giovanni dos Santos 

and Raul Jimenez both spurned glorious opportunities. 
 

Switzerland held on for a point against the plucky Les Panthères with only 
ten-men after Olivier Buff received a stupid second-yellow late on in the 
game for diving. The Swiss took the lead inside five minutes when Admir 
Mehmedi converted a penalty won by Innocent Emeghara but before half-
time AS Saint-Etienne’s striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang equalised. 
Aubameyang capitalised on looping, deflected cross from the impressive 
Alexander N’Doumbou, who had cut inside from the left wing. The 23-year-
old controlled the ball and then calmly slotted the ball into the left corner to 
put his team level at the break. The African team looked the better of the two 
but the Swiss held on for a point. 
 

  

GROUP C – City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry 

BELARUS 1-0 NEW ZEALAND 
GROUP C – Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

BRAZIL 3-2 EGYPT 
Belarus made a winning start in front of a small crowd in Coventry against 

New Zealand. The Kiwis did look the better team in the opening stages, 

with Chris Wood testing Aleksandr Gutor a couple of times in the first 20 

minutes. Artem Solovei looked to respond for Belarus, and had a good 

chance to do so when he made his way into the New Zealand box, only to 

send his effort wide of Payne's goal. The unfancied Belarus side began to 

take control of the game, and deservedly went ahead on the stroke of half 

time when Dmitry Baga slotted the ball past Payne. New Zealand began to 

push on for an equaliser during the second half, with the knowledge that 

arguably their two hardest games, against Brazil and Egypt, were still ahead 

of them.  
 

Brazil opened their campaign up with a 3-2 victory over a tough Egypt who 
nearly completed an unlikely comeback. The much-fancied South Americans 
took the lead through Rafael after just 16 minutes; this was the Manchester 
United’s man’s first international goal.  The lead was doubled ten minutes 
later when young striker Leandro Damiao slotted the ball past 
goalkeeper Ahmed Elshenawi. It was 3-0 less than five minutes later 
as Neymar, touted as a potential star of the tournament, opened his 
account. Egypt hit back less than ten minutes after the interval as Mohamed 
Aboutrika gave his side a glimmer of hope by bringing the score back to 3-1. 
With 15 minutes left as Mohamed Salah got another goal back for the 
Egyptians, leaving Brazil with a tense end to the match as they looked to hold 
on to what had previously been a three-goal lead.  However, Egypt couldn't 
find the final goal as Brazil claimed the victory.  
 

  

GROUP D – Hampden Park, Glasgow 

HONDURAS 2-2 MOROCCO 
GROUP D – Hampden Park, Glasgow 

SPAIN 0-1 JAPAN 
Morocco came from behind to claim a 2-2 draw against Honduras in their 
opener. The Lions of the Atlas took the lead six minutes before half-time 
when Abdelaziz Barrada thundered in a superb volley, only to see the 
equaliser come ten minutes into the second half when Jerry Bengtson stuck 
a leg out to turn in Maynor Figueroa's cross. Honduras found themselves 
ahead just six minutes later after Yassine Jebbour brought down Bengtson 
inside the penalty area. The 25-year-old got up to take the kick himself, 
making no mistake in sliding it past Mohamed Amsif.  However, the 
advantage lasted just two minutes when Sporting Lisbon’s new signing 
Zakaria Labyad chipped the ball over the advancing goalkeeper Jose 
Mendoza, only for Morocco to end the game a man down when left back 
Zakarya Bergdich was given his marching orders in the 71st minute for 
kicking out at Mario Martinez. 
 

Japan ran out shock winners over ten-man Spain, courtesy of a Yuki Otsu goal 
in the 34th minute from following some dubious defending from Martin 
Montoya. Despite Spain's early dominance of possession in the first 25 
minutes, Japan looked dangerous on the counter and grew in confidence as 
time wore on, with their lone front-man, Kensuke Nagai, in particular proving 
a handful for the La Roja defence. Japan took a surprise lead in the 34th 
minute through Otsu after he ghosted in at the back post to divert Takahiro 
Ogihara's inswinging corner from the left past a stranded David de Gea in the 
Spain goal. Right-back Martin Montoya's failure to pick the scorer up had 
gifted the chance to his opponent. Spain were reduced to ten men on 41 
minutes when Inigo Martinez was shown a straight red by referee, Mark 
Geiger, for obstructing a clear goalscoring opportunity for Nagai as the Japan 
striker broke towards the penalty area.  
 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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Sunday 29th July 2012 
 

GROUP A – Wembley Stadium, London 

URUGUAY 0-2 SENEGAL 

 

GROUP A – Wembley Stadium, London 

GREAT BRITAIN 3-1 U.A.E. 
The first shock of the day was at Wembley, ten-man Senegal beat favourites 

Uruguay with a surprise 2-0 win. Impressive teenager Moussa Konate scored 

twice, either side of Abdoulaye Ba's first-half dismissal for hacking down Luis 

Suarez. The scoring opened on 10 minutes with Konate’s getting on the end 

of a scramble in the box that Uruguay failed to clear from a corner. Luis 

Suarez beat Abdoulaye Ba for pace on half an hour and the Senegalese 

tripped the Liverpool striker down and received a straight red. On 36 

minutes Senegal doubled their lead in similar circumstances from the first. 

Pape Souare swung in a corner and Konate lost his marker and nestled a 

header into Martin Campana’s goal. The South Americans did miss some 

opportunities to get back into the game but the Senegalese resilience in 

defence held on for the vital win. 

Team GB defeated UAE 3-1 to ensure a draw against Uruguay in their final 
group game will take them through to the quarter-finals. However, it was a 
not a comfortable match for Stuart Pearce's side. Ryan Giggs began the move 
that Craig Bellamy finished against Senegal last Thursday, but it was the latter 
who assumed the role of creator, delivering a deep cross that the Manchester 
United veteran headed home. But UAE responded and looked threatening, 
and they pulled level when Rashed Eisa collected a through ball and glided 
past the motionless James Tomkins before slotting his effort beyond the 
helpless Jack Butland. There was a real sense of panic inside the ground and 
the situation could have been a lot worse but Butland made a great save with 
his legs to deny Ahmed Khalil after a quick exchange of passes opened up the 
GB defence. However, the impressive Bellamy crossed for substitute Scott 
Sinclair to level with his first touch and Tom Cleverley played a brilliant pass 
for Daniel Sturridge, who struck the decisive third and send the crowd home 
smiling. 

  

GROUP B – City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry 

MEXICO 2-0 GABON 
GROUP B – City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry 

KOREA REPUBLIC 2-1 SWITZERLAND 
Young playmaker Giovani dos Santos was Mexico's hero with both goals in 

their 2-0 triumph over Gabon. Dos Santos was introduced as a second-half 

substitute and broke the deadlock after 63 minutes. He then scored from the 

penalty spot in injury-time after Gabon defender Henri Ndong was sent off 

for a professional foul. 

South Korea put themselves in a commanding position to qualify from Group 
B as they defeated Switzerland 2-1 in an enthralling contest at the City of 
Coventry Stadium. Arsenal's Chu-Young Park put the Asian side in front early 
in the second half only to see Innocent Emeghara level minutes 
later. However, the game was eventually settled midway through the second 
period by a magnificent volley from Bo-Kyung Kim. 
 

  

GROUP C – Old Trafford, Manchester 

EGYPT 1-1 NEW ZEALAND 
GROUP C – Old Trafford, Manchester 

BRAZIL 3-1 BELARUS 
Egypt will be ruing the missed chances in their second game against the Kiwis 
that has left them in danger of failing to advance to the quarter-finals. The 
Egyptians dominated the match early but it was New Zealand took the lead 
with their first attack. West Bromwich Albion’s Chris Wood was the scorer on 
16 minutes from a Michael McGlinchey corner. Egypt levelled before half-
time deservedly, Mohammed Aboutrika crossed into the far post for 
Mohamed Salah to smash home his second goal of the tournament. The 
game turned fairly even for the majority of the second period with the Kiwis 
holding their own against the stronger African side. The Eqyptian forward 
line controlled the last ten minutes but missed some glorious opportunities 
to clinch the three points. 
 

Neymar was the star of the show and had a hand in all three Brazil goals on 
early Sunday evening at Old Trafford.  Belkarus took a shock lead with a well-
taken header by Brazilian-born Renan Bressan after just 8 minutes.  But Brazil 
fired back just seven minutes after a sublime cross from Neymar found 
Alexandre Pato leaping in the box to score a header of his own to level the 
score.  The Manchester crowd had to wait until 65 minutes to see more of 
Neymar’s class, he bent a perfectly taken free-kick into goalkeeper Aleksandr 
Gutor’s goal to get the supporters on their feet. Brazil sealed the win and the 
quarter-final qualification in injury time after great work from Neymar again 
found himself in the box to backheel new Chelsea signing Oscar through on 
goal to finish strongly and take more applause. 

  

GROUP D – St. James Park, Newcastle 

JAPAN 1-0 MOROCCO 
GROUP D – St. James Park, Newcastle 

SPAIN 0-1 HONDURAS 
Japan claimed their second consecutive 1-0 win of London 2012 as they beat 
Morocco courtesy of a late Kensuke Nagai strike, which takes the Asians 
through to the quarter-finals. The Grampus Eight frontman struck with an 
instinctive lob six minutes from time to settle a tight encounter. The 
Japanese were restricted to a more a resolutely defensive showing than their 
free-flowing display against Spain, but they were inches from breaking the 
deadlock just after the hour mark. Keigo Higashi created space on the edge 
of the box, firing a sweeping left-footed drive. However, Mohammed Amsif 
was just equal to it, tipping it onto the bar before getting lucky not to see it 
ricochet in off his back. The game had looked to be going the distance at 0-0, 
but on 84 minutes Nagai latched onto a through ball by Hiroshi Kiyotake 
before expertly lofting the ball over the advancing Mohamed Amsif and into 
the vacant net. 
 

In Newcastle’s second game, Spain hit the woodwork three times in the 

second half as they were shocked by Honduras 1-0 to send the Spaniards 

home early. Striker Jerry Bengtson, who plies his trade in the US with the 

New England Revolution, scored both goals in his side's opening 2-2 draw 

with Morocco, and he found the net against Spain after eight minutes in 

Newcastle. Honduras had their chances to extend their lead but in the second 

half Spain dominated throughout and found it hard to break down the 

Honduran defence and get past goalkeeper Jose Mendoza.  The Spain grew 

more and more frustrated as they failed to score and time-wasting tactics got 

the two sides involved in heated exchanges at times. But Spain suffering a 

second successive 1-0 defeat, leaves their star-studded team consigned to 

elimination regardless of what happens in their final match against Morocco. 

 
 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

GROUP A TABLE GROUP B TABLE GROUP C TABLE GROUP D TABLE 
Pos Team P W D L Pts 

1 Great Britain 2 1 1 0 4 
2 Senegal 2 1 1 0 4 
3 Uruguay 2 1 0 1 3 
4 U.A.E. 2 0 0 2 0 

  

Pos Team P W D L Pts 

1 Mexico 2 1 1 0 4 
2 Korea Rep 2 1 1 0 4 
3 Switzerland 2 0 1 1 1 
4 Gabon 2 0 1 1 1 

 

Pos Team P W D L Pts 

1 Brazil 2 2 0 0 6 
2 Belarus 2 1 0 1 3 
3 Egypt 2 0 1 1 1 
4 New Zealand 2 0 1 1 1 

Pos Team P W D L Pts 

1 Japan 2 2 0 0 6 
2 Honduras 2 1 1 0 4 
3 Morocco 2 0 1 1 1 
4 Spain 2 0 0 2 0 
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THE UNBELIEVABLE STORY OF DUDELANGE 

Minnows from Luxembourg, F91 Dudelange became heroes in their small country 
getting past FC Salzburg of Austria (pictured above, deflated after the loss) last 
Tuesday evening.  Although they were defeated 4-3 in a seven-goal thriller, they 
won on the away goals rule after a 4-4 draw on aggregate. 
 
They had to survive a late comeback by FC Salzburg to reach the third qualifying 
round for the first time. Aurélien Joachim's first-leg strike gave Didier Philippe's 
men a slender lead to take into the return in Austria. They duly extended that 
advantage on 26 minutes when Thierry Steinmetz broke clear on the 
counterattack before finishing past Alexander Walke with ease. The hosts hit back 
two minutes later courtesy of Jakob Jantscher's fierce shot from the right, and 
they were in front at the break after Martin Hinteregger found himself in the right 
place at the right time to convert from a corner. The visitors showed their 
resilience at the beginning of the second half, though, with Joachim scoring his 
sixth goal in four outings to draw Dudelange level on the night and re-establish 
their aggregate lead. Steinmetz's second on 57 minutes stunned Salzburg and 
seemingly set the seal on a memorable victory for Dudelange. However, they 
were made to hang on after Sofian Benzouien received his marching orders 16 
minutes from time, substitute Cristiano converting from the spot on 81 minutes 
and Gonzalo Zárate scoring from close range barely 60 seconds later. The 
Luxembourger champions survived the late scare and, despite losing on the night, 
progressed to set up a third qualifying round tie against Slovenians NK Maribor. 
 
Also in the round, a Jacques Zoua (pictured right) double and a second-half strike 
from Marcelo Díaz ensured FC Basel of Switzerland ran out comfortable aggregate 
winners against Estonians Flora. The Swiss side secured a 2-0 lead in last week's 
first leg in Tallinn and they never looked back after Zoua headed them in front 
from a Markus Steinhöfer cross on nine minutes. Indeed, Steinhöfer linked up 
well with new recruit David Degen to cause problems in the Flora defence. Basel 
continued to dominate proceedings and they were rarely threatened at the back 
before the 20-year-old midfielder grabbed his second of the night on 31 minutes 
after a neat one-two with captain Marco Streller. The Estonian champions 
struggled to impose themselves on the game and fell further behind when Díaz 
made it 3-0 with a stunning free-kick from distance on 63 minutes. Heiko Vogel's 
charges remain on course to reach the group stage for the third successive season 
and will face Norwegian champions Molde in the next round. 
 
Join us next week for coverage of the Champions League and Europa League Third 
Qualifying Round when European giants of the past Feyenoord, Celtic, Dynamo 
Kiev, Panathinaikos, Anderlecht and Fenerbahçe join the competition. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

FULL RESULTS 
 

Tuesday 24th July 2012 
Sheriff (MDA) 1-0 Ulisses (ARM) – 2-0 on agg 

FC Basel (SWI) 3-0 Flora (EST) – 5-0 on agg 
Hapoel Kiryat Shmona FC (ISR) 2-0 MŠK Žilina (SVK) – 2-1 on agg 

Zestafoni (GEO) 2-2 Neftci (AZE) – 2-5 on agg 
KR Reykjavík (ISL) 1-2 HJK Helsinki (FIN) – 1-9 on agg 

FC Salzburg (AUT) 4-3 F91 Dudelange (LUX) – 4-4 on agg 
(F91 Dudelange win on away goals rule) 

Shakhter Karagandy (KAZ) 1-1 Slovan Liberec (CZE) – 1-2 on agg 
FK Partizan (SRB) 3-1 Valletta (MLT) – 7-2 on agg 

FK Ekranas (LTU) 2-1 Shamrock Rovers (IRL) – 2-1 on agg 
Željezničar (BIH) 1-2 Maribor (SVN) – 2-6 on agg 

FK Ventspils (LVA) 1-1 Molde FK (NOR) – 1-4 on agg 
Debreceni (HUN) 3-0 Skënderbeu (ALB) – 3-1 on agg 

 
Wednesday 25th July 2012 

Helsingborgs IF (SWE) 3-0 The New Saints (WAL) – 3-0 on agg 
FK Vardar (MKD) 0-0 BATE Borisov (BLR) – 2-3 on agg 

Linfield (NIR) 0-0 AEL Limassol (CYP) – 0-3 on agg 
Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) 3-2 Ludogorets Razgrad (BUL) – 4-3 on agg 

Śląsk Wroclaw (POL) 0-1 Budućnost (MNE) – 1-2 on agg 
 

 

 
 

THIRD QUALIFYING ROUND FIXTURES 
 

Tuesday 31st July  
Dynamo Kyiv (UKR) v Feyenoord (NED) 

Motherwell (SCO) v Panathinaikos (GRE) 
 

Wednesday 1st August 
Maribor (SVN) vs. F91 Dudelange (LUX) 
BATE Borisov (BLR) vs. Debreceni (HUN) 

CFR 1907 Cluj (ROU) vs. Slovan Liberec (CZE) 
Anderlecht (BEL) vs. Ekranas (LTU) 

Budućnost (MNE) vs. Helsingsborgs IF (SWE) 
Sheriff (MDA) vs. Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) 

Celtic (SCO) v HJK Helsinki (FIN) 
Molde FK (NOR) vs. FC Basel (SUI) 

Hapoel Kiryat Shmona FC (ISR) vs. Neftçi (AZE)  
AEL Limassol FC (CYP) vs. Partizan (SRB) 

Fenerbahçe (TUR) v FC Vaslui (ROU) 
FC København (DEN) v Club Brugge KV (BEL) 
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Photo courtesy of Erick Schonfeld (Twitter @erickschonfeld) 

 

LYON TRIUMPH IN NEW YORK 
The seventeenth edition of the 2012 Trophée des Champions (the French Super Cup) was a first for LPF in 
their 80th anniversary year of their professional league. To celebrate the anniversary, the match was to be 
held for the first time on foreign land. So on Saturday evening, Ligue 1 2011/12 champions Montpellier 
faced Lyon, winners of the Coupe de France in New York City at the Red Bull Arena, the new home of MLS 
side New York Red Bulls. 
 

It was Lyon who were the victors and Jimmy Briand (pictured above) was the hero, scoring his side's second 
equaliser and then netting the crucial penalty in the shoot-out as the Coupe de France holders started the 
new season with a fresh piece of silverware. It is the seventh time in eleven years that Lyon have been 
victorious in the curtain-raiser to the season. But the defeat was a missed opportunity for Montpellier, who 
led twice through a John Utaka goal and then a penalty from debutant Emanuel Herrera, only to be pegged 
back on each occasion, with Bafétimbi Gomis and Briand finding the net for Lyon. Lyon also missed their 
opening kick in the shoot-out when Gueida Fofana saw his effort saved by Geoffrey Jourdren, but more 
heroics from Hugo Lloris, who saved from Gaetan Charbonnier and Henri Bedimo, set Lyon up for victory. 
 

Montpellier started the better of the two sides, and deserved their opening goal when it arrived just before 
the half-hour mark. Utaka broke in from the left and got a lucky ricochet off Fofana before beating Lloris 
with a well-struck shot from point-blank range. Mounier, who started his career at Lyon before joining Nice, 
fired over soon after, but Lyon remained a threat and Fofana flashed a warning shot just wide at the other 
end. The teams entered the break level as Lyon evened the match on 45 minutes. From the left side of 
midfield, Yoann Gourcuff, who was named the game’s ‘Most Valuable Player’, sent a left footed cross 
where Gomis had made his run. The Lyon striker dove forward and headed the ball into the net from about 
six yards out. But for all Lyon's threat going forward, they remain susceptible at the back, and they found 
themselves trailing again ten minutes after the restart. Gomis was penalised when a Marco Estrada free-
kick struck his arm inside the area as he jumped with the wall, and Herrera sent Lloris the wrong way from 
the spot. That looked to be that, especially after Fofana fired just over from 20 yards from a Gourcuff cut-
back, but then Alexandre Lacazette picked out an unmarked Briand, who volleyed home to make it 2-2 13 
minutes from time. Montpellier were then reduced to ten men when Estrada was sent off for a nasty 
challenge on young substitute Yassine Benzia, and Montpellier were suddenly holding on. Lacazette failed 
to hit the target with the goal gaping, and Briand hit the post with an acrobatic volleyed effort, but Briand 
kept his cool in the shoot-out to ensure that Lyon would be leaving the States with the trophy. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 28th July 
Montpellier 2-2 Lyon 

(Lyon win 4-2 on penalties) 
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THE RED 

ARMY PUT TO 

THE SWORD 

IN PERM 
The shock of the weekend 
undoubtedly took place in 
Perm at the Zvezda Stadium 
as CSKA Moscow were 
humbled by Amkar Perm. The 
Red and Blacks came flying 
out of the blocks and this 
pressure told in the 6th minute 
when Vladim Gagloev’s cross 
from the right hand side was 
converted by Nikita 
Burmistrov’s header which 

left Igor Akinfeev helpless. Despite this early setback it didn’t take long for CSKA to hit back when some tidy 
link up play between Alan Dzagoev and Pavel Mamaev led to Keisuke Honda curling a left footed shot in to 
the top right hand corner of Sergei Narubin’s goal. The frenetic start continued when Burmistrov turned 
provider and pounced on Aleksandrs Cauna’s flick, he then got to the byline on the left and pulled back for 
Alexei Rebko to regain the lead for Amkar. Rebko then added a third just before the break with a 
thunderous left footed strike from 30 yards. That wasn’t the end of the action in the first half as deep into 
injury time CSKA were awarded a penalty for a trip on Mamaev. However, Honda’s effort was easily saved 
by Narubin. Things went from bad to worse for CSKA in the second half when captain Sergei Ignashevich 
was sent off for pulling back Martin Jakubko. Almost as if to add insult to injury, Alan Dzagoev was shown a 
straight red card to round off a shocking day all round for CSKA. 
 
Elsewhere Spartak Moscow maintained their good start under new manager Unai Emery with a dramatic 
late winner at home to Volga. It was Volga who took the lead just past the half-hour with their only notable 
attack. It was Andrei Karyaka’s crafty through ball which found Aleksei Sapogov who finished past Andriy 
Dikan in the Spartak goal. This led to Volga putting ten men behind the ball and trying to frustrate Spartak. 
This lasted until the 69th minute when Aiden McGeady cut in from the right well outside the area and found 
the back of the net with a superb effort. Dimitry Kombarov completed the comeback in injury time with a 
penalty awarded for a foul on Rafael Carioca. 
 
Rasim Tagirbekov (pictured below right) rescued a point for Anzhi in their match in Rostov. The Russian 
defender gave his side the lead just after half time but Rostov hit back through a penalty from Kirichenko 
on 74 minutes. The home side thought they had won it themselves late on when Jan Holenda gave Rostov 
the lead with just three minutes remaining. Tagirbekov wasn’t finished on the scoresheet when he 
equalised in the 95th minute giving Hiddink’s men a point. 

 
Reigning champions Zenit St. Petersburg made relatively easy work of Dinamo Moscow winning 2-0 thanks 
to goals from Alexander Kerzhakov and Domenico Criscito. Kerzhakov, the misfiring Russia forward from 
Euro 2012, gave Spaletti’s men the lead on 10 minutes and then 19 minutes from time Criscito wrapped the 
three points up for the home side. 
 
Another Russian international striker was on the score sheet, this time for Lokomotiv Moscow. Roman 
Pavlyuchenko gave the Railroaders the lead on 13 minutes. Kryla Sovetov failed to find a way of getting 
back into the match and the three points were confirmed for Slaven Bilic’s men when substitute Felipe 
Caicedo doubled the lead on 67 minutes. 
 
Rubin Kazan bounced back from their opening match defeat at Krasnodar with a 3-1 win over Alaniya at the 
Tsentralnyi Stadion. A brace from Israeli midfielder Bibras Natcho put the home side into a commanding 
lead until Danilo Neco converted a penalty on 79 minutes to ensure a nervy finish. However it was Kurban 
Berdyev’s men who scored the 4th goal of the match three minutes into added time through Vladimir 
Dyadyun. 
 
The opening match of the second weekend took place on Friday evening as Kuban Krasnodar overcame 
Mordovia 1-0 thanks to an 85th minute winner from Romania international Gheorghe Bucur condemning 
the newly promoted Mordovia to two defeats from the opening two matches. 
 
The last match of the second round was between Terek Grozny & Krasnodar on Monday afternoon. The 
controversial Chechnyan side managed to scrape the 3 points, even though Oleg Ivanov scored the only 
goal on 18 minutes Krasnodar created chances Serbian coach Slavoljub Muslin would feel were enough to 
ensure his side an equal share of the match. 
 

Neal Doyle 
Twitter @NealDoyle34 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 27th July 
Kuban Krasnodar 1-0 Mordovia Saransk 

 

Saturday 28th July 
Zenit St. Petersburg 2-0 Dinamo Moscow 

Amkar Perm 3-1 CSKA Moscow 
Lokomotiv Moscow 2-0 Krylya Sovetov 

 

Sunday 29th July 
Rostov 2-2 Anzhi Makhachkala 

Rubin Kazan 3-1 Alania 
Spartak Moscow 2-1 Volga 

 

Monday 30th July 
Terek Grozny 1-0 Krasnodar 

 

LEAGUE STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Zenit 2 2 0 0 6 
2 Lokomotiv 2 2 0 0 6 
3 Spartak 2 2 0 0 6 
4 Anzhi 2 1 1 0 4 
5 Terek Grozny 2 1 1 0 4 
6 Amkar Perm 2 1 0 1 3 
7 Krasnodar 2 1 0 1 3 
8 Kuban Krasnodar 2 1 0 1 3 
9 Volga 2 1 0 1 3 

10 Rubin Kazan 2 1 0 1 3 
11 CSKA  2 1 0 1 3 

12 Rostov 2 0 1 1 1 

13 Krylya  2 0 1 1 1 

14 Mordovia 2 0 0 2 0 

15 Alaniya 2 0 0 2 0 

16 Dinamo 2 0 0 2 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Saturday 4th August 
CSKA Moscow vs. Zenit St. Petersburg 

Krasnodar vs. Lokomotiv Moscow 
Alania vs. Terek Grozny 

 
Sunday 5th August 

Anzhi Makhachkala vs. Amkar Perm 
Krylya Sovetov vs. Kuban Krasnodar 

Volga vs. Rubin Kazan 
 

Monday 6th August 
Mordovia Saransk vs. Rostov 

Dinamo Moscow vs. Spartak Moscow 
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MINEIRO AND VASCO PULL AWAY FROM FLU 
The twelfth round began on Wednesday night with a sharing the points as Ponte Preta entertained Sport 
Recife. Andre Luis scored after six minutes for Ponte but the Recife levelled the game with 22 minutes gone 
with a well-taken goal from Gabriel Marquinhos. Neither side threatened each other after that and settled 
for the draw. 
 

Internacional won away to Figueirense as a headed goal from Dagoberto (pictured right) after 25 minutes 
sealed the 1-0 win for the Colorado. 
 

Vasco da Gama left in late as they sneaked a 1-0 win over Botafogo with a 87th minute Alecsandro winner. 
The only goal of the game came when Alecsandro (pictured above) converted Juninho Pernambucano's 
pass from close range. 
 

Coritiba grabbed a thrilling 4-3 triumph over Nautico at the Estadio dos Aflitos. Souza volleyed home from a 
corner after just 14 minutes to give the Timbu the lead and Robinho restored parity two minutes later 
but Coxa were not level for long. Kieza continued his fine start to his Nautico career by thumping home 
after a deft flick from Rhayner played the striker in beyond the defence. Yet within two minutes of the 
restart the scores were level once more when Nautico’s defence gave Leonardo space and he capitalised on 
by sending a swerving effort past Felipe. He added his second in the 56th minute from the penalty spot 
after a deliberate handball by Alessandro stopped the ball from going in and he was sent off. Coritiba made 
the advantage count and doubled their lead 12 minutes from time as Pereira headed home at the near post 
from Lincoln's corner. Rico pulled one back for the Timbu in the 86th minute but it was too late for them to 
mount a comeback. 
 

Corinthians' post-Copa Libertadores ascendancy of the table continued with a comfortable 2-0 win over 
Cruzeiro at the Pacaembu. Chicaco put away a penalty to put Corinthians in the lead and they had to wait 
until stoppage time to seal the win when Paulinho lashed home a phenomenal finish that sailed past a 
rooted Fabio and into the top corner. 
 

Fluminense lost ground in the title race after losing to Gremio thanks to a 1-0 victory. But the home side 
had to finish the match with 10 men after Kleber, who had scored the only goal of the game after 19 
minutes, was dismissed with a minute remaining. 
 

Atlético Goianiense earned their second victory of the league season, surviving a late scare to defeat Sao 
Paulo 4-3. The Dragao began the game storming into a three-goal lead in little over 30 minutes. Denis was 
unable to keep out at Marino's header from Marcos' delivery in the 17th minute and the hosts doubled 
their lead soon after. Douglas brought down Eron in the area and goalkeeper Marcio coolly converted the 
resultant penalty, his second of the season. Patric made it 3-0 in the 31st minute as he smashed a header 
into the far corner, again from Marcos' delivery. It looked as though Sao Paulo were going to find their way 
back into the game when Ademilson rounded off an excellent team move in the 42nd minute but there was 
still time for Atletico to restore their three-goal advantage before the break. After a quick free kick Wesley 
found space in the box to prod the ball past Denis and into the back of the net on the stroke of half time. 
The Tricolor could not have started the second half better as Jadson slotted home from the spot within five 
minutes and central defender Rafael Toloi halved the deficit with a 30-yard strike just after the hour mark. 
 

Flamengo’s new coach Dorival Junior failed to inspire his side to victory on his debut in charge of the side as 
their game with Portuguesa ended goal-less. 
 

In the shock of the round, Bahia overcame Palmeiras 2-0 with Souza scoring both of the goals. 
 

A 2-0 victory over Santos meant that Atlético Mineiro won their seventh consecutive game. A Marcos 
Rocha cross on the stroke of half-time was volleyed expertly into the goal by Danilinho (pictured right) to 
give Atlético the lead. Rever tied the game up for Galo with Marcos Rocha involved again. Santos' have 
struggled without their star trio of Rafael, Ganso and Neymar and they have now fallen into the relegation 
zone. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Wednesday 25th July 
Ponte Preta 1-1 Sport Recife 
Figueirense 0-1 Internacional  
Vasco da Gama 1-0 Botafogo 

 
Thursday 26th July 
Nautico 3-4 Coritiba 

Corinthians 2-0 Cruzeiro 
Gremio 1-0 Fluminense 

Atlético-GO 4-3 Sao Paulo 
 

Friday 27th July 
Flamengo 0-0 Portuguesa 

Palmerias 0-2 Bahia 
Atlético Mineiro 2-0 Santos 
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TOP FOUR HELD AS CRUZEIRO MAKE GROUND 

Uruguayan striker Diego Forlan made his debut for Internacional on Saturday in a goal-less draw at home to 
high-flying Vasco da Gama. The draw meant that Vasco missed the chance of going top of the league for at 
least a day as Atletico Mineiro did not play Flu until Sunday night. 
 

Coritiba stretched their unbeaten run to four games, and made it back-to-back wins, with a late 2-1 win 
over Gremio. A 90th-minute goal by Leonardo saw the Coritiba nab all three points at the Estadio Major 
Antonio Couto Pereira, after Coritiba's Ayrton scored the opener which was cancelled out by an Andre Lima 
strike. 
 

Botafogo ended a losing run of two matches with a 1-0 win over bottom side Figueirense, who finished with 
a man short. Andrezinho scored the winner for Botafogo on the hour-mark, before Pablo received a second 
yellow for the visitors on 78 minutes at the Estadio Olimpico Joao Havelange. 
 
Two of the top three, Fluminense and Atlético Mineiro, went head-to-head, but the game was unsuccessful 
to live up to the expectations.  Either side failed to find the net but Fred thought he had won it for Flu in the 
dying moments of the game as he rounded Victor and tapped in only to see his goal ruled out by a highly-
controversial offside decision. The home players argued with the officials after the whistle but the damage 
was done; they still remain in third, six points adrift of Atlético Mineiro. 
  
Sao Paulo thumped Flamengo 4-1 to stay amongst the top teams in a healthy seventh place. The game 
waited until the 42 minutes for the first goal, when Maicon saw his 20-yard effort bounce past Paulo Victor 
and into the far corner. Then, in the second minute of first-half stoppage time, Luis Fabiano headed in at 
the back post from Jadson's corner, but received yet another yellow card for his over-exuberant 
celebration. The Tricolor went three-up on the hour with Fabiano’s second. Cortez chipped the ball into the 
box and Fabiano was headed home unmarked. Flamengo got one back with a Ramon left-footed strike 
but Sao Paulo had already defeated them. In the closing moments Jadson got the fourth goal for Sao 
Paulo.  This was coach Ney Franco’s second win as Sao Paulo manager but Dorival Junior has yet to win a 
match in his new Flamengo role. 
  
Atlético Goianiense remain second from bottom after drawing 0-0 with Sport Recife in Pernambucano.  
  
Corinthians hopes of retaining their Brasileirão title seem all but over after they were held to a goalless 
draw at Bahia The result means the Timão remain in eleventh place, sixteen points adrift of leaders 
Atlético.  
 
Substitute Ezequiel Miralles scored the late winner as the heavily depleted Santos defeated Ponte Preta 2-
1. Bruno Peres' opener had been cancelled out by Roger before Miralles won it with four minutes 
remaining. Santos’ first-team trio Rafael, Ganso and Neymar are all away on Olympic duty 
with Brazil in London. 
  
Cruzeiro recovered from defeat in midweek to secure a good 2-1 home win over Palmeiras in a game which 
saw both sides score penalties. Humberlito Borge scored both goals for Cruzeiro, the first a penalty, and 
Hernan Barcos replied from the spot for Palmeiras. Cruzeiro rise to fifth in the table with the three points 
while Luiz Felipe Scolari's men remain in the relegation zone with just one win in their last six outings. 
  
Portuguesa won 3-1 against Nautico despite going behind to Welker Almeida's goal after nine minutes. The 
home side replied through Magalhaes Moises, Monteiro Ananias and Diego Viana Sehnem. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 28th July 
Internacional 0-0 Vasco da Gama 

Coritiba 2-1 Gremio 
Botafogo 1-0 Figueirense 

 

Sunday 29th July 
Fluminense 0-0 Atlético Mineiro 

Sao Paulo 4-1 Flamengo 
Sport Recife 0-0 Atlético-GO 

Bahia 0-0 Corinthians 
Santos 2-1 Ponte Preta 
Cruzeiro 2-1 Palmerias 
Portuguesa 3-1 Nautico 

 

SÉRIE A STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Atletico-MG 13 10 2 1 32 

2 Vasco 13 9 3 1 30 

3 Fluminense 13 7 5 1 26 

4 Gremio 13 8 0 5 24 

5 Cruzeiro 13 7 2 4 23 

6 Internacional 13 6 5 2 23 

7 Sao Paulo 13 7 1 5 22 

8 Botafogo 13 6 2 5 20 

9 Corinthians 13 4 4 5 16 

10 Ponte Preta 13 4 4 5 16 

11 Flamengo 13 4 4 5 16 

12 Coritiba 13 4 3 6 15 

13 Sport Recife 13 3 5 5 14 

14 Nautico 13 4 1 8 13 

15 Portuguesa 13 3 4 6 13 

16 Santos 13 2 7 4 13 

17 Bahia 13 2 6 5 12 

18 Palmeiras 13 2 4 7 10 

19 Atletico-GO 13 2 3 8 9 

20 Figueirense 13 1 5 7 8 

FIXTURES 
 

Saturday 4th August 
Flamengo vs. Atlético Mineiro 

Palmeiras vs. Internacional 
Atletico-GO vs. Botafogo 

 

Sunday 5th August 
Portuguesa vs. Figueirense 

Vasco da Gama vs. Corinthians 
Sao Paulo vs. Sport Recife 

Gremio vs. Bahia 
Coritiba vs. Fluminense 
Cruzeiro vs. Ponte Preta 

Nautico vs. Santos 
 

 

 

  



- 14 - 
 

  

ME
XI

CA
N P

RI
ME

RA
 DI

VI
SI

ON
 AP

ER
TU

RA
 – 

W
EE

K T
W

O 
 

 

KINGS OF 

LEON 
A weekend full of goals saw 
promoted side Club Leon 
carry their opening day form 
into week two as they 
thumped Tijuana at Estadio 
Nou Camp. UANL Tigres, 
Toluca and Santos Laguna 
also recorded their second 
victory in as many games. 
Mario Bravo’s double led Pumas UNAM to victory and took him to the top of the Apertura scoring charts. 
America also grabbed their first win of the season to take them to 7th whilst Cruz Azul won at San Luis 
Potosi to take them level with Pumas on four. With Morelia and Tijuana also putting a win on the board it 
leaves Guadalajara, Puebla, Queretaro and Chiapas as the sides yet to register a point this season.  
 
A convincing 4-0 win for Club Leon saw the relegation candidates occupying top spot as the curtain came 
down on week two. Carlos Pena opened the scoring with a sublime lob from just outside the box and the 
league newcomers never looked back. Luis Montes doubled their lead early in the 2nd half, whilst Hernan 
Burbano took his tally for the season to two as he converted from the spot for the second week in a row. 
Pena though will take the plaudits, wrapping up the game in some style as his bicycle kick found the top 
corner and sent his team top of the pile. 
 
Week one’s big winner UANL Tigres followed up last weekend’s 4-0 victory over Chiapas with a narrow 
victory against Atlante. It was the visitors who took the lead after 50 minutes, as Esteban Paredes found the 
net, drilling his shot in off the far post from close range. This sparked the hosts into life and Argentine 
midfielder Lucas Lobos brought them level from the penalty spot. Hugo Ayala’s dramatic 85th minute 
header was enough to give Tigres all three point and leave them level with Leon at the top. 
 
Toluca made it two wins in two, as Lucas Silva’s double led them to success at Puebla. The Brazilian 
midfielder found the net on 22 minutes, as his header was too much for opposing keeper Alexandro Alvarez 
to keep out. Edison Toloza levelled the scores as he bundled home but Wilson Tiago converted a well-
rehearsed set piece on the stroke of half time as the away side went in ahead. The points though were 
wrapped up in the 64th minute, with Silva again finding space in the box, and he made no mistake with his 
head from 6 yards. 
 
Champions Santos Laguna also maintained their 100% start to the season, edging to victory at Guadalajara 
in the final game of the weekend.  Darwin  Quintero netted the only goal of the game in the final minute, 
tapping into an empty net after good work by Christian Suarez. The home side were twice denied the lead 
in the opening stages as the referee penalised Chivas for two minor offences and disallowed both goals. 
Quintero’s late winner stole the points for the away side and rubbed salt in the home sides already stinging 
wounds.  
 
Atlas recorded their first win of the season as their strong second half display gave them victory at Pachuca. 
Luis Sandoval swept home the opener on 50 minutes before the home side were reduced to 9 men 
following the dismissals of Jorge Hernandez and Francisco Torres. Hector Mancilla saw his deflected effort 
beat Rodolfo Cota to make it two and the humiliation was completed in the final minute as Paulo Da Silva 
diverted a cross into his own net.  
 
Pumas also put a win on the board, thrashing Queretaro at Estadio Olimpico Universitaro. Martin Bravo 
opened the scoring as he finished well from 18 yards, and he doubled his side’s advantage within the first 
quarter of an hour. Neat build up play saw the Argentine teed up again, and the forward made no mistake 
from the edge of the box to take him to the top of the Apertura scoring charts. Eduardo Herrera clinched 
victory late on; following up to tap home after Emanuel Vila saw his shot parried.  
 
The most entertaining match took place at Estadio Azteca as America ran out winners against Chiapas. The 
away side took the lead on half hour as Luis Gabriel Rey raced clear to finish well, though Christian Benitez 
drew the sides level on the stroke of half time. Juan Carlos Medina put the Águilas ahead just after the 
break, only for Leonardo Bonella to reply almost instantly to make it 2-2. Antonio Loepz’s 80th minute 
header gave the home side a late advantage and Benitez wrapped things up with a close range header in 
the final minute which left Jaguares propping up the pack. 
 
Cruz Azul edged a tight affair as they visited San Luis Potosi, Argentinian striker Mariano Pavone volleyed 
home from close range on 18 minutes to break the deadlock. Michael Orozco sent the home crowd wild in 
the second half, converting a knock down as Cruz Azul failed to clear from a corner. However it was his 
namesake Javier Orozco who stole the headlines, clinically volleying into the far corner with just five 
minutes remaining to secure all three points. 
 
A crowd of 16,060 sawMorelia edge past Monterrey at Estadio Morelos. Mexican forward Miguel Sabah 
grabbing the only goal of the game in the 25th minute. The 5’9” striker rising highest to nod home amongst 
a crowd of players at the far post to leave his side in the middle of the pack at the close. 
 

Paul Abrahams 
Twitter @Abes89 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 27th July 
Morelia 1-0 Monterrey 
Club Leon 4-0 Tijuana 

 
Saturday 28th July 

America 4-2 Chiapas 
UANL Tigres 2-1 Atlante 

Pachuca 0-3 Atlas 
San Luis Potosi 1-2 Cruz Azul 

 
Sunday 29th July 
Puebla 1-3 Toluca 

Pumas UNAM 3-0 Queretaro 
Guadalajara 0-1 Santos Laguna 

 

STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Club Leon 2 2 0 0 6 
2 UANL Tigres 2 2 0 0 6 
3 Toluca 2 2 0 0 6 
4 Santos Laguna 2 2 0 0 6 
5 Atlas 2 1 1 0 4 
6 Pumas UNAM 2 1 1 0 4 
7 America 2 1 1 0 4 
8 Cruz Azul 2 1 1 0 4 
9 Morelia 2 1 1 0 4 

10 Tijuana 2 1 0 1 3 
11 Atlante 2 0 1 1 1 

12 Monterrey 2 0 1 1 1 

13 Pachuca 2 0 1 1 1 

14 San Luis Potosi 2 0 0 2 0 

15 Guadalajara 2 0 0 2 0 

16 Puebla 2 0 0 2 0 

17 Queretaro 2 0 0 2 0 

18 Chiapas 2 0 0 2 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Saturday 4th August 
Santos Laguna vs. Puebla 
Tijuana vs. Pumas UNAM 

Morelia vs. San Luis Potosi 
 

Sunday 5th August 
Cruz Azul vs. Guadalajara 

Queretaro vs. Pachuca 
Monterrey vs. Chiapas 
Atlas vs. Tigres UANL 
Toluca vs. Club Leon 

 
Monday 6th August 
Atlante vs. America 
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SAN JOSE AND 

RED BULLS 

STILL HOLDING 

STRONG 
Yet another exciting week in 

the MLS, New York Red Bulls 

retained top spot in the 

Eastern conference for a 

further week, as do San Jose in 

the Western Conference. But 

it’s getting extremely close at the top of both leagues. Again, Toronto and Portland Timbers remain in 

miserable last places in both divisions. 
 

Real Salt Lake piled more pressure on fellow title contenders San Jose with a 2-1 defeat. Alvaro Saborio 

(pictured above left) was the man in the spotlight, bagging a double and playing a key role in a hard-fought 

win. Saborio grabbed his first from the spot in the 33rd minute, after Kyle Beckerman was brought down in 

the box. He snatched the points midway into the second half, heading home Javier Morales cross from the 

right, cancelling out Darren Mattocks’ striker moments earlier and ensuring a home win. 
 

In the other league, more pressure was being piled on, with Houston Dynamo staying within one point of 

New York Red Bulls after a comfortable 2-0 victory over bottom club Toronto. Calen Carr opened the 

scoring just before half-time with a header from close-range and Brian Ching wrapped up the win 4 minutes 

from time, extending Dynamo’s unbeaten run to 4 games. 
 

Montreal Impact did Houston a favour, by winning 3-1 against Red Bulls and stopping them from extending 

their lead at the top even further. Italian striker Marco Di Vaio got off the mark in the MLS, scoring his firs 

goal with a low left-foot finish to open the scoring in the 47th minute. Davy Arnaud made it 2-0 moments 

after, playing a lovely one-two with Felipe Martins and confidentially placing the ball in the corner. Thierry 

Henry pulled one back in the 56th minute, although that goal was effectively cancelled out as Sanna Nyassi 

squeezed in a shot in the 73rd minute, proving to be the final goal of the game. 
 

LA Galaxy remain on course for a place in the play-offs, only because of a narrow win over the ever-

improving FC Dallas. The win was secured courtesy of winger Mike Magee, who controlled Robbie Keane’s 

pass and curled the ball into the bottom corner in the 61st minute to put the points in the bag. 
 

Jairo Arrieta inspired Columbus Crew to a 2-1 win over now 3rd placed Kansas City. They had to come from 

behind though, and when Kei Kamara headed the opener in the early stages of the first half, it was 

expected that Kansas would see the game out. However, it wasn’t to be , as in the 16th minute, Arrieta 

latched on to Josh William’s defence-splitting ball and stroked it past Jimmy Nielsen to level it up. Arietta 

then followed his magic up again, by providing the decisive goal in the 33rd minute, a powerful driven shot 

that flew into the top corner. 
 

Seattle Sounders maintained slight ground with the top two, after winning 2-1 away from home against 

Colorado Rapids. Eddie Johnson opened the scoring in the first minute, with a header from Mauro Rosales 

corner. Drew Moor equalized 1 minute later, getting on the end of Brian Mullan’s drilled cross across the 

box. The winning goal had a touch of class to it, a super passing move from Sounders, impeccably finished 

off by a volley into the ground from Osvaldo Alonso, a deserved win in the end. 
 

San Jose dropped two points in their contest with Chicago fire, yet they still remain top by 2 points. Chris 

Rolfe opened the scoring for Fire in the 35th minute, with a fierce, well struck shot with the outside of the 

foot, giving Jon Busch absolutely no chance. Chicago battled it out to try and hang on for the win, but 

eventually were outdone in the 8th minute of stoppage time, a long ball was sent towards the box, the ball 

was skilfully chested into the path of Steven Lenhart, who smashed the ball first time into the bottom 

corner, sending San Jose’s travelling fans wild and salvaging an important draw for Earthquakes. 
 

Chivas USA inflicted more misery on bottom side Portland Timbers, winning by a single goal at JELD-WEN 

Field. Danny Cailff grabbed the solitary goal of the game in the 67th minute, a looping header from Ben 

Zemanski’s free-kick, leaving Portland Timbers a win away from FC Dallas, but condemning then to their 

12th loss of the campaign. 
 

Philadelphia Union came from behind to beat New England revolution and climb above them into 8th 

position in the Western Conference. Saer Sene bizarrely opened the scoring in the 11th minute, unleashing a 

powerful shot that looked a simple stop for Zac Macmath, yet he could only palm it into the back of the net 

for the opener. Union had an incredible chance to tie it up in the 57th minute, Jack McInerney was bundled 

over in the box and Freddy Adu was given the duty of equalizing, which he did successfully, without no 

hesitation. They left it later but McInerney completed the comeback in the 89th minute, Sheanon Williams 

whipped in a delightful cross to the back post and McInerney headed across goal and race towards the 

crowd, going mental, and rightly so, judging by that dramatic winner! 

 
Josh Lawless 

Twitter @BackOfTheNetJL 
Website - www.backofthenetfootball.webs.com 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 27th July 
Real Salt Lake 2-1 Vancouver Whitecaps 

 
Saturday 28th July 

Toronto FC 0-2 Houston Dynamo 
Montreal Impact 3-1 New York Red Bulls 

FC Dallas 0-1 Los Angeles Galaxy 
Sporting Kansas City 1-2 Columbus Crew 

Colorado Rapids 1-2 Seattle Sounders 
San Jose Earthquakes 1-1 Chicago Fire 

Portland Timbers 0-1 Chivas USA 
 

Sunday 29th July 
Philadlephia Union 2-1 New England Revolution 

 

TABLES 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 NY Red Bulls 22 11 5 6 38 
2 Houston 22 10 7 5 37 
3     Sporting KC 22 11 4 7 37 
4 D.C United 20 10 3 7 33 
5   Chicago Fire 21 9 5 7 32 
6 Columbus 19 8 4 7 28 
7 Montreal 24 8 3 13 27 
8 Philadelphia 19 7 2 10 23 
9 New England 21 6 5 10 20 

10 Toronto FC 21 5 4 12 19 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 San Jose 23 13 5 5 44 

2 Real Salt Lake 23 13 3 7 39 

3 Seattle 21 9 7 5 34 

4 Vancouver 23 9 7 7 34 

5 LA Galaxy 23 10 3 10 33 

6    Chivas USA 20 7 5 8 26 

7 Colorado 22 7 1 14 22 

8 FC Dallas 22 5 7 11 22 

9 Timbers 19 5 4 12 19 

FIXTURES 
 

Saturday 4th August 
Houston Dynamo vs. New York Red Bulls 

 
Sunday 5th August 

Montreal Impact vs. Philadelphia Union 
DC United vs. Columbus Crew 

New England Revolution vs. Sporting Kansas City 
Chicago Fire vs. Toronto FC 

Colorado Rapids vs. Real Salt Lake 
 

Monday 6th August 
Portland Timbers vs. FC Dallas 
Seattle Sounders vs. LA Galaxy 
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OSCAR 

FINALLY 

SIGNS FOR 

CHELSEA 
 

This past week, Chelsea 

completed the transfer of 

highly-rated Brazilian 

midfielder Oscar (pictured 

right) from Brazilian side 

Internactional for an 

undisclosed fee. 

 

  

The 20-year-old midfielder has signed a five-year 

deal with the London club and is currently part of his 

country's Olympic squad. 

 

"He is a fantastic player, one of the youngest to push 

through to Brazil's national team," Chelsea boss 

Roberto Di Matteo told the club's website. "He will 

add a lot of options and solutions for us in midfield." 

 

Oscar will join up with his new team-mates when 

Brazil's London 2012 campaign is over and Di Matteo 

added: "Oscar is a very exciting young talent, a 

creative midfielder who scores goals." 

 

Chelsea have also signed Marko Marin as well as 

brothers Eden and Thorgan Hazard this summer. 

Playmaking midfielders Marin and Eden Hazard are 

expected to be in contention for first-team action 

and the arrival of Oscar will increase the competition 

for places and the options for Di Matteo. 

 

"It will be a challenge to make sure we have the right 

balance within the team, so we will have to see how 

we fit the team together with all the players," said 

the Chelsea manager. "The club has always been 

competitive, looking to improve, get better and fight 

at the top end of the league so it will only give us a 

better chance in the Premier League." 

 

Oscar, who has six international caps, came through 

the Sao Paulo youth set-up before making his first-

team debut for the club in 2008 and switching to 

Internacional in July 2010. 

 

He scored a hat-trick for Brazil in a 3-2 win over 

Portugal in the Under-20 World Cup final and made 

his debut for the senior side as a substitute in a 0-0 

draw against Argentina in September 2011.  

He underwent a medical at Stamford Bridge after 

arriving in London to compete at the Olympics and 

helped Brazil beat Great Britain 2-0 in a pre-London 

2012 friendly. 

 

Oscar got his first international goal for the Seleção 

this past Sunday against Belarus scoring the last of 

Brazil 3-1 win at Old Trafford, Manchester. 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, as mentioned earlier, Thorgan Hazard 

(pictured above) will join his older brother Eden at 

Chelsea after he signed from Lens for an undisclosed 

fee. 

The 19-year-old played just 11 times for 
Ligue 2 club Lens but has also represented 
Belgium at Under-16, Under-17, Under-18 
and Under-19 levels. 
 
He follows Eden, 21, who joined Chelsea 
for a reported £32m from Lille in June. 
Thorgan will train with Chelsea's under-21 
squad in pre-season and a loan move 
would be considered by the Champions 
League holders. 
 

 Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 



- 17 - 
 

  

 

 

 

 

VIOLA 

SIGN 

FERNANDEZ 
 

Serie A club Fiorentina have 
concluded the signing of Chile 
international Matias Fernandez 
from Portuguese side Sporting 
Lisbon. 
 

The Argentina-born midfielder has signed a four-
year contract with the Serie A outfit. Fernandez 
arrives in Italy after three years with Sporting 
and six in European football.  

He left his homeland in Chile and his club 
Colo Colo in 2006 after scooping the 
prestigious South America Footballer of the 
Year award. He then went to Spain and 
Villarreal  and he helped the club to finish as 
Primera Liga runners-up during his first 
season. 
 

Fernandez moved on to Sporting in 2009 and 
quickly became a regular for the Portuguese 
side. He will, however, be continuing his 
career in Florence.  
 

The 26-year-old took in his first training 
session with Fiorentina on Saturday as he 
was put through his paces alongside the 
youth team due to the senior stars being 
given two days off. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

    

    

 

ROMA 

CONFIRM

DESTRO DEAL 
 

AS Roma have confirmed that 

Genoa’s Mattia Destro will 

join on a season-long loan 

with a view to permanency 

next summer. 
 

Destro, 21, will initially join the Giallorossion 

loan for a fee of €11.5M - with an option to 

make the move permanent next summer for 

an additional €4.5M. 
 

The striker confirmed last week that he had 

agreed to join Roma and the final details of the 

transfer have now been agreed, with two of 

the capital club's promising youngsters, 

Giammario Piscitella and Valerio Verre, 

heading to Genoa as part of the deal. 
 

A statement on Roma's official website read: 

"Roma announces that it has signed an 

agreement with Genoa to acquire the 

temporary playing rights of Mattia Destro, for 

a fee of €11.5M. The agreement, filed today at 

the offices of the Lega Serie A, also includes the 

right of option to purchase the player outright, 

from the 2013-14 season, for a fee of €4.5M.  

“With the club, Destro has signed a contract for five 

years, expiring on June 30, 2017. In the same 

operation there has also been signed with Genoa the 

agreement to sell outright, with a co-ownership 

agreement, the rights to Giammario Piscitella and 

Valerio Verre, with a net consideration of €1.5M for 

each player, for a total equity of €3M." 

 

A former youth player at Inter Milan, Destro scored 

12 times in 30 Serie A appearances on loan for Siena 

last term and was included in Cesare Prandelli's 

provisional Italy squad for Euro 2012. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

 

CSKA 

CLINCH  

ELM SIGNING 

Russian Football Premier League 

side CSKA Moscow have 

confirmed the signing of Rasmus 

Elm from Eredivisie side AZ 

Alkmaar. 
 

The Sweden international, who has been capped 26 

times by his country and played at Euro 2012, has 

put pen to paper on a three-year deal with CSKA 

 

with the option of a further year written into the 
contract. 
 
The reported six-million-euro fee will bring Elm 
to the Russian capital after three years in 
Netherlands with AZ. The 24-year-old played a 
total of 83 league games for the Eredivisie side, 
scoring 18 goals in the process. 
 

Elm had previously been linked with the likes of 
Lazio and Tottenham, but has joined a CSKA side 
that currently lie in 11th place in the Russian 
Premier League after just two games of the new 
season. 
 

The Moscow side suffered a shock 3-1 defeat to 
Amkar Perm in the league on Saturday, and host 
reigning champions Zenit St. Petersburg in their 
next. game Saturday. For more go to page 11 for 
our Russian round-up. 

 
Will Burns 

Twitter @WillBurns6 
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HOILETT 

JOINS QPR 

REVOLUTION 
 

Junior Hoilett has completed his 
move to Queens Park Rangers 
after his deal at relegated 
Blackburn Rovers expired.  The 
Canadian winger has signed a 
four-year contract. 
 
Hoilett, a former Blackburn youth starlet, bagged 
seven goals and six assists in 37 appearances (35 
starts) in all competitions for Rovers in 2011-12. 
The Canadian-born attacker’s move to Loftus Road 
from Ewood Park will reunite him with former 
Blackburn Rovers boss Mark Hughes. Because of his 
age, a tribunal will decide the 22-year-
old’s transfer fee. 
 
Blackburn must now attempt to regain promotion 
from the English Championship to the English 
Premier League without the likes of Hoilett, the club’s 
second leading goal scorer in the Premier League last 
term, and top scorer Yakubu Aiyegbeni, who joined 
Chinese Super League club Guangzhou R&F this 
summer. 

 
As a result, it’s surely safe to assume that 
Rovers will not gain promotion to England’s top 
flight next season. 
 
“QPR are a club that are certainly heading in 
the right direction,” Hoilett told www.qpr.co.uk. 
“The ambition to take this club to the next level 
was something I really wanted to be part of.”  
 
“The manager and the owners have huge 
ambitions to achieve things here and this is the 
perfect place for me to further my career.” 
 
Hughes has been quite busy this summer, 
bringing the likes of Park Ji-Sung (Manchester 
United), Samba Diakite (Nancy), Robert Green 
(West Ham), Ryan Nelsen (Tottenham), Andrew 
Johnson (Fulham) and Fabio (Manchester 
United, loan) to Loftus Road. 
 
Now then, Hughes also played a significant role 
in Queens Park Rangers’ capture of Hoilett. 
“The manager obviously played a big part in my 
decision to come here,” added the winger. “He’s 
someone I know well here having worked with 
him and his backroom team at Blackburn. I 
signed my first professional contract under him 
and I will always remember that and be grateful 
to him. Working under such a great manager 
will help me to develop my skills and further my 
career.” 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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The new Argentine football season begins on the Friday night 3rd of August, to give a full review of the upcoming season 
and some clarification of the new format Tom Robinson is here to explain all... 
 

NEW SEASON, NEW FORMAT 
 

The new look Argentine Primera kicks off this weekend in what should be another exciting and unpredictable 

campaign.  After two decades the old Apertura/Clausura short system has been ditched and the league will once 

again revert back to a 38-game long tournament.   

 

However, these changes should be taken with a pinch of salt as the league will still split into two halves, under the 

guise of ‘Inicial’ and ‘Final’, with the winners of each stage meeting in a one game final to decide the overall 

winner.  This measure is designed to appease those clubs who believe the short system gives them a better 

chance at the title but hopefully it will go some way towards dissuading the short term mentality rife in the 

domestic game. 

 

There have also been alterations regarding the relegation system.  While the promedio – the average point score 

based on the past three years – remains, there are now three direct relegations instead of two and the relegation 

play-off has been scrapped altogether.  This simplification effectively means that no side will have the lifeline to 

save themselves, such as was the case for San Lorenzo last season.  Far from ushering in wholesale changes, this 

redressing of the format will certainly add an interesting dynamic. 

FIXTURES 
 

Friday 3rd August 
Arsenal vs. Union Santé Fe 

 

Saturday 4th August 
Velez Sarsfield vs. Argentions Juniors 

Quilmes vs. Boca Juniors 
Colon vs. Lanus 

Newells Old Boys vs. Independiente 
 

Sunday 5th August 
Racing Club vs. Atletico Rafaela 

Godoy Cruz vs. All Boys 
San Lorenzo vs. San Martin San Juan 

River Plate vs. Belgrano 
 

Monday 6th August 
Tigre vs. Estudiantes 

 

 

 

RETURN OF THE SUPERCLASICO 
 

One of the most intriguing additions though is that of River’s return to the Primera.  After unceremoniously dropping out of the 
top flight for the first time in their history last year, they secured promotion by finishing top of the Primera B Nacional and are 
now looking to make up for lost time. 
 

Los Millonarios have strengthened their squad with talented goalkeeper Marcelo Barovero joining from Velez and defenders 
Gabriel Mercado and Jonathan Bottinelli bolstering their backline, with more reinforcements expected to follow.  There will 
also be the delightful prospect of seeing former French international David Trezeguet (pictured left) turning out in the Primera 
and, at 34, he should still worry many a defender. 
 

Perhaps one of the most important tasks will be trying to keep hold of their talented youngsters.  Both Lucas Ocampos and 
Ezequiel Cirigliano have attracted the attention of top European clubs and are fantastic prospects. Seeing as they have yet to 
really experience top flight football, I think it would benefit them as well as the league to have another year of experience 
before making the move to Europe. 
 

Bitter rivals Boca Juniors will be hoping to keep up their good 2011/12 form but will have to do it without talismanic captain 
Juan Roman Riquelme, who announced he was set to leave the club after their Copa Libertadores final defeat.  The likes of 
Mouche, Insaurralde, Roncaglia and Cvitanich have all left too but they have brought in Oscar Ustari in goal and centre-back 
Guillermo Burdisso seems like he will be joining after being poached from under River’s noses.  After a year’s wait, the 
Superclasico on 28 October will no doubt be an extra feisty encounter. 
 

RACING AND INDEPENDIENTE REBUILDING 
 

Avellaneda giants Racing and Independiente have both invested heavily as they look to revamp their squads and 
turn around their flagging fortunes.  Racing have brought in plenty of experience with Mauro Camoranesi 
(pictured right), Fernando Ortiz and beard-merchant Diego Villar.  They have also added considerable firepower 
with Jose Sand and Javier Campora up front.   
 

Independiente, who will face a relegation battle due to a poor points average, have responded by signing Luciano 
Leguizamon from Clausura champions Arsenal, Fabian Andres Vargas from AEK Athens, Claudio Morel Rodriguez 
from Deportivo La Coruna, Jonathan Santana from Libertad and Victor Zapata from Velez. Will these impressive 
signings be enough to turn it around and secure top flight status? 
  

 

 

Probably the best bit of business has been Maxi Rodriguez (pictured left) returning to Newell’s Old Boys 
on a free.  Although Newell’s have improved massively since Gerardo Martino took over, they also sit 
precariously close to the bottom of the promedio table and will hope that Maxi can help them beat the 
drop.  
 

Another side looking over their shoulder are San Lorenzo.  Los Cuervos saved themselves by the skin of 
their teeth with a play-off win against Instituto but are not safe from the threat of relegation this year.  
The signings of Juan Mercier, Luis Aguiar and Franco Jara are astute ones and should stand them in good 
stead to steer themselves clear of danger. 
 

Estudiantes and Lanus will hope to improve on their fairly uneventful campaigns and Velez, despite 
having lost key personnel, are always likely to be there or thereabouts.  Arsenal and Tigre will both 
struggle to repeat their Clausura performances after their top players have largely been cherry picked 
by the top clubs. 

Tom Robinson 
Twitter @TomRobbo89 
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This edition of could not be 
possible without the following people, please check them out on Twitter 
or hit their website/blogs. 
 

Waleed Abu Nada 
Twitter @waleedabunada 
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