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EURO 2012 REPORT: David Silva celebrates first goal in the Euro final 
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Well hello everybody, and welcome to latest edition of the 

WFW. Spain dominance will be talked about for months, 

maybe years to come but does everyone think they will be 

able to hold the possession against the likes of Brazil and 

Argentina.  Or do you think Germany could have give 

them a run for the money?  All things considered they 

deserve great praise for making three championship wins 

look so easy.  The Euros may have finished now but the 

season is about to begin, plus the Olympic Games.  We 

will have full coverage of the football tournament 

throughout the games, as well as all the latest transfers 

and managerial movements.  This week the UEFA Europa 

League qualifying begins so keep an eye out next week for 

a full results service on that competition.  Anyways that’s 

enough rambling, till next time...  

Thanks for reading 

Will 
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PORTUGUESE 

PENALTY PAIN IN 

IBERIAN DERBY 
Spain booked their place in the final 
by shading a close semi-final against 
Iberian neighbours Portugal. Extra 
time and penalties were required to 
separate the two sides, with Spain’s 
eventual triumph meaning they have 
played their part in setting up a 
repeat of the Euro 2008 final, in 
which they beat Germany 1-0.  
 
The omens coming into the game were not looking good for Paulo Bento’s Portugal  - despite rarely stepping out of 
second gear, Spain had conceded just once in the tournament so far, and had easily overcome France in the quarter-
final despite playing without a recognised striker for much of the game.  Seemingly recognising that this tie would 
be tougher than the France game, Spain boss Vicente Del Bosque started with Sevilla forward Alvaro Negredo –an 
unusual choice given the fact that Negredo has just 12 caps to his name. 
 
However, it was Portugal who dominated the opening exchanges here, with Bento’s men enjoying the game’s first 
shots and corners as they surprised Spain with their high pressure and intensity, which denied Spain the time and 
space to employ their attractive, infamous passing game to full effect. Inevitably, the Spaniards soon recovered to 
establish a measure of control over the game – Portugal were predictably unable to keep this intensity up for 90 
minutes. Before 15 minutes had elapsed, both Alvaro Arbeloa and Andres Iniesta had fired over from the edge of 
the box, and Spain’s higher-tempo passing demonstrated a side keen to step up through the gears. 
 
Portugal, unsurprisingly, attempted to utilize the speed of wingers Cristiano Ronaldo and Nani to trouble Spain’s 
defence, and on 15 minutes the two combined to almost devastating effect. Ronaldo’s searching cross from the left 
by-line was brilliantly plucked from Nani’s head by Iker Casillas, denying Portugal a sure goal. Ironically, Spain’s 
closest effort of the first half came from an uncharacteristic long ball into Negredo, which was eventually worked to 
Iniesta, the Barcelona man’s curling effort narrowly clearing Rui Patricio’s crossbar.  
 
Portugal almost took the lead on the half-hour through Ronaldo’s low drive, and the Real Madrid man’s threat was 
shown by Sergio Ramos’ 40th minute booking for a crude foul. The Spanish defence, not troubled unduly in any of 
their previous games, was now struggling to keep tabs on Portugal’s attack. Half-time came and went without an 
improvement in Spain’s fortunes, and just eight minutes into the second half, Del Bosque withdrew the largely 
anonymous Negredo in favour of Cesc Fabregas, reverting to a bizarre, but trusted, striker-less formation.  
 
Portugal continued to match their illustrious opponents, with burly forward Hugo Almeida wasting two decent 
openings, followed by a clearly annoyed Sergio Busquets, being cautioned for dissent.  Indeed, Del Bosque again 
turned to the bench on the hour in an attempt to influence proceedings, replacing David Silva with Jesus Navas.  The 
change coincided with an upturn in Spanish fortunes: on 64 minutes Fabregas was upended by Joao Pereira on the 
edge of the box when set to go through on goal, and three minutes later, Xavi’s long-range effort into Rui Patricio’s 
midriff provided – unbelievably – Spain’s first shot on target of the game.  However, it was Portugal who enjoyed 
the better chances in the final 20 minutes, a succession of narrowly-over Ronaldo free-kicks being followed by a 
brilliant break-away being let down by the same man’s uncharacteristically-rushed finish. 
 
Predictably, the start of extra time - combined with the fact that seven of the 22 players were on yellow cards – led 
to a slump in tempo. Thirteen minutes into the additional 30, Spain worked – and missed – the best opportunity of 
the match. Great work by substitute Pedro gifted Iniesta, but the Barcelona midfielder’s side-foot shot was 
brilliantly saved by Rui Patricio.  The goalkeeper had kept his country in the tournament, but as it became apparent 
that the match was headed for penalties, he would need to produce further heroics if Portugal were to progress.  
 
Spain’s Xabi Alonso stepped up to take the first spot-kick and saw his kick saved by Patricio. Portugal’s first effort, 
taken by Joao Moutinho, was almost a mirror image – the Porto man’s shot was similarly saved by Iker Casillas.  
Successful penalties from Iniesta, Pepe, Gerard Pique and Nani followed, leaving the pressure on Spain’s Sergio 
Ramos to regain the lead for his country. A brilliantly cool Panenka-esque penalty rubbed salt into Portugal’s 
wounds, which were further deepened by Bruno Alves seeing his effort cannon off the bar straight afterwards. The 
defender had mistakenly stepped up for Portugal’s third effort only to be sent on a walk of shame back to the half-
way line upon finding it was Nani’s turn instead, and was clearly full of nerves as he belatedly took his penalty.  That 
miss meant that Fabregas had the chance to send his country to the final with Spain’s fifth spot-kick. Under huge 
pressure, an ice-cool Cesc told the ball to “make history” as he approached the penalty spot, and the ball duly 
obliged as the ex-Arsenal skipper sent Spain to their third successive major tournament final via an agonizing 
bounce of the far post.  
 
Having banked on the shoot-out coming down to the tenth kick, Ronaldo had positioned himself as Portugal’s fifth 
penalty-taker, and was clearly devastated not to have had a say in proceedings – although many felt Spain had just 
deserved the win, Ronaldo was seen to mutter “Injustica.. (Injustice)” as Fabregas wheeled away in delight.  

 

 

Dan Rawley 
Twitter @efctufc1995 

Website – www.drawley.wordpress.com 

Wednesday 27th June 2012 
Donbass Arena, Donetsk, Ukraine 

 

PORTUGAL 0-0 SPAIN 
 

None None 
CARDS 

Fabio Coentrao 45 

Pepe 61 

Joao Pereira 64 

Bruno Alves 86 

Miguel Veloso 90+3 

Ramos 40 

Busquets 60 

Arbeloa 83 

Alonso 113 

TEAMS 

Portugal: Rui Patricio, Joao Pereira, Pepe, 
Bruno Alves, Fabio Coentrao, Meireles 
(Varela 113), Miguel Veloso (Custodio 
106), Moutinho, Nani, Ronaldo, Hugo 
Almeida (Nelson Oliveira 81) 
Spain: Casillas, Arbeloa, Alba, Pique, 
Ramos, Xavi (Pedro 87), Alonso, 
Busquets, Iniesta, Silva (Navas 60), 
Negredo (Fabregas 54) 

 QUOTES  

‘In my opinion, we've played a very good 

tournament. Today, I think we were 

better in the first 90 minutes and then in 

extra time we were less efficient. We 

couldn't get a goal, and after we didn't 

take our chances in the first 90 minutes, 

Spain became stronger and we lost 

efficiency. We let Spain play better in our 

half in extra time, but in the first 90 

minutes we could have decided the 

game. If I had to choose a way of losing, 

it would be like this; Spain are a great 

team and we can leave with our heads 

held high. The players can now go on 

holiday, which they deserve. From 

September, we'll think again and prepare 

for the 2014 World Cup, but we know we 

can compete with any team at any level. 

The fifth would have been Ronaldo. We'd 

chosen an order of Moutinho, Pepe, Nani 

and Alves, and then it would have been 

Ronaldo. We defined that plan and if it 

had been 4-4 and Ronaldo had the last 

penalty, we'd be talking about a different 

situation. I don't regret anything. We 

were an aggressive and cohesive team. 

We tried to control the game as much as 

it was possible. The way we competed, 

the way we played – even though we lost 

this semi-final – allows us to have a lot of 

confidence and allows the whole country 

to have confidence. The country is proud 

of the effort the team showed.’ 

Paulo Bento (Portugal coach) 
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SUPER MARIO SLAYS GERMANY 
Italy surprisingly defeated Germany in the second semi final of Euro 2012 in Warsaw on Thursday 

evening. The score line of 2-1 to the Italians did little to show the superiority they showed for large 

parts of the game.  

It was the enigmatic Mario Balotelli that was the difference between the sides with 2 superbly taken 

goals in the first half.  

 

Germany started the game the more dominant side and created several decent chances in the opening 

20 minutes with Andrea Pirlo kicking a shot from Mats Hummels off the line and Gianluigi Buffon saving 

from Toni Kroos. However as the time wore on Italy came more into the game and Manuel Neuer had 

to save from Riccardo Montolivo just before the 20 minute mark. 

 

Then on 20 minutes Italy took the lead with a superb header from Mario Balotelli after some excellent 

play from Antonio Cassano who escaped from Hummels and crossed onto the head of Balotelli. 

Germany continued to look sharp going forward and both Mesut Ozil and Sami Khedira tested Buffon 

before the Italians gave themselves some breathing space by grabbing a second goal. 

 

Again the goal was scored by Balotelli who took the goal extremely well and showed why people will 

tolerate so much bad behaviour from him. Germany had corner that was punched clear by Buffon and 

the ball ended at with Montolivo who played Balotelli in and the forward was able to take a touch 

before crashing an unstoppable shot into the net from 18 yards.  

 

With the score 2-0 at half time the German’s needed a fast start to the second period and they nearly 

got this when Philipp Lahm should have at least hit the target when well placed. Then on the hour mark 

Buffon made another save, this time tipping a Marco Reus free kick onto the bar and away for a corner.  

 

As the half wore on however the Germans became more desperate for a goal to get them back into the 

tie and it was the Italians who started to control the play better with Pirlo heavily involved. Claudio 

Marchisio squandered 2 good chances to wrap the game up for Italy however on both occasions he 

failed to hit the target and test Neuer when well placed.  

 

The last 5 minutes saw some more concerted German pressure and in injury time they got a glimmer of 

light when Federico Balzaretti handled in the penalty area and Özil despatched the resulting penalty. 

However it was only a consolation and the Italians saw out the rest of stoppage time to clinch a 

deserved place in Sunday’s final against World Champions Spain.  

  

Andrew Waite 
Twitter @TerryWaite 

Friday 22nd June 2012 
National Stadium, Warsaw, Poland  

 

GERMANY 1-2 ITALY 
 

Özil 92 Balotelli 20, 36 
CARDS 

Hummels 94 Balotelli 37 

Bonucci 60 

De Rossi 84 

Motta 89 

TEAMS 

Germany: Neuer, Boateng (Müller 71), 
Lahm, Badstuber, Hummels, 
Schweinsteiger, Khedira, Özil, Kroos, 
Podolski (Reus 46), Gomez (Klose 46) 
Italy: Buffon, Balzaretti, Chiellini, 
Bonucci, Barzagli, Pirlo, De Rossi, 
Marchisio, Montolivo (Motta 64), 
Cassano (Diamanti 58), Balotelli (Di 
Natale 70) 

EXPERTS VIEW 

"Löw's gambles had paid off so far in this 

tournament, but this time around he 

seemed to be unlucky, as his three 

changes proved to be detrimental for the 

side's performance. I think Löw taking off 

Podolski and Gomez at the beginning of 

the second half was pretty much an 

admission that his tactics up to this point 

hadn't worked out. Germany had some 

bright moments in this match, but all in 

all, they did struggle against a well 

organised and excellent Italian side. 

Löw's team is still young though, and I 

expect them to get back on their feet 

pretty quickly, launching an attack on 

their next long term goal: The 2014 

World Cup." 

Niklas Wildhagen  

(Senior Editor at bundesligafanatic.com) 

Twitter @Bundesliga4U 
 QUOTES  

‘We knew they were very good on the 

flanks – we wanted to keep the ball and 

knock it about in midfield. We took a bit 

of a risk but got Antonio Cassano on the 

ball in one-on-ones and that allowed 

Mario Balotelli to get into space high up 

the pitch. Balotelli was excellent just like 

the entire team were. I really need a 

team to have an idea, and Balotelli 

subscribed to this. He was always 

available, ran high up the pitch and did 

very well. He was in the game, he was 

very focused, concentrated and did 

exactly what I asked of him. We have no 

time to celebrate, just concentrate on the 

next game which is the biggest. When 

you dream, you only dream big – so this 

is the beginning. Spain are a terrific side, 

but we will prepare very well like we did 

tonight. I think it will be an open game 

and we'll start on a level footing in that 

respect.’ 

Cesare Prandelli (Italy coach) 
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SPAIN FOUR-MIDABLE FOR THIRD TOURNAMENT IN A 

ROW 
Spain dominated proceedings in Kiev on Sunday evening to defeat Italy 4-0 and take home the third 
major international tournament silver in consecutive events.  
 
It took Vicente del Bosque’s side just 14 minutes to put their noses in front. David Silva scored with an 
accurate header, guiding home a Cesc Fabregas cross from the byline into the net after Italian 
goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon was drawn to his near post.  
 
The Italians then had a couple of good set-piece opportunities to equalize. But Spain’s captain Iker 
Casillas didn’t give them a chance, twice tipping crosses to safety, as Daniele De Rossi and then Mario 
Balotelli seemed poised to head goalwards.  
 
When the Italian assault abated, the Spaniards took full control of the game and put the final result 
almost beyond doubt in the 41st minute courtesy of Jordi Alba. The defender raced clear to meet a Xavi 
Hernandez pass and sent the ball past Buffon. 
 
Italy’s situation worsened early in the second half after their last substitute Thiago Motta injured his 
thigh just a few moments after getting onto the pitch. The midfielder couldn’t continue, meaning the 
Italians were down to 10 men.  
 
The reigning World and European champions couldn’t but capitalize on their opponents’ misfortune 
and substitute Fernando Torres made it 3-0 with seven minutes left. The Chelsea striker scored in his 
second consecutive Euro final and booked his team’s place in football history.  

 
Torres was not finished yet though, 
and his pass gave Chelsea team-
mate Juan Mata, who had only just 
come on as substitute, an easy 
opportunity, making the final score 
4-0.  
 
Meanwhile, Vicente del Bosque 
becomes the first-ever coach to 
guide teams to success in the World 
and European Championships, as 
well as the Champions League. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

Sunday 1st July 2012 
Olympic Stadium, Kiev, Ukraine 

 

SPAIN 4-0 ITALY 
 

Silva 14 
Alba 41 
Torres 84 
Mata 88 

 

CARDS 

Pique 25 Barzagli 45 

TEAMS 

Spain: Casillas, Arbeloa, Ramos, Pique, 
Alba, Busquets, Alonso, Xavi, Iniesta 
(Mata 87), Silva (Pedro 59), Fabregas 
(Torres 75) 
Italy: Buffon, Abate, Chiellini (Balzaretti 
21), Bonucci, Barzagli, Pirlo, De Rossi, 
Marchisio, Montolivo (Motta 57), 
Cassano (Di Natale 46), Balotelli 

QUOTES 

‘Before I start to analyse anything I'd like 

to say that everyone loses sometimes. 

Italy had a great tournament but had 

that injury with Thiago Motta [which left 

them to play the last 28 minutes with ten 

men] and the game effectively ended 

then. We played well, got the first goal 

and though Italy responded well we 

reacted and got a second. Our success is 

historic but we have to begin looking to 

the future and qualifying for Brazil. This is 

a great generation of players. They have 

roots and know how to play because they 

come from a country that knows how to. 

We have a great bunch of lads, some 

playing abroad – they never used to. This 

is a great era for Spanish football. After 

Vienna [and the UEFA EURO 2008 final] 

Luis Aragonés, the then coach, showed us 

the way, the direction to go. But there 

are challenges ahead with World Cup 

qualification, and then the 

Confederations Cup where, representing 

Europe, we want to do well. We had an 

extraordinary match but don't 

underestimate Italy – they just had no 

luck. Everything went our way tonight. 

Italy had one fewer player, one less day 

of rest and they tried throughout but 

couldn't get into the game. We played 

our own game and were faithful to what 

we've done over the years. I have spoken 

to the King [Juan Carlos] and his son and 

they told us they will see us tomorrow. 

This is a great time for all the Spanish 

people.’ 

Vicente Del Bosque (Spain coach) 
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 Spain midfielder Andrés Iniesta has been named as the UEFA EURO 2012 

Best Player of the Tournament by the UEFA Technical Team. The 

Barcelona man was once again one of the stand-out performers in 

Sunday's 4-0 final victory against Italy, whose Andrea Pirlo was also 

considered as one of the stars of the finals in Poland and Ukraine. 

Iniesta's record in six games at the finals was one assist and no goals, but 

that says little about the 28-year-old’s overall contribution to Vicente del 

Bosque's side. 

 

"Pirlo was magnificent and obviously circumstances didn't help him in the 

final," said UEFA technical director Andy Roxburgh. "Xabi Alonso, Xavi 

Hernández and Iniesta were all superb. In the case of Xavi, he won the 

award last time, and he could easily have won the award again, but we 

felt that Iniesta deserved it. In many ways, he symbolised the 

tournament – the creative, incisive runner, with and without the ball. We 

felt that he epitomised a lot of what we saw." 

 

Along with Roxburgh, the UEFA Technical Team comprised Fabio Capello 

(Italy), Jerzy Engel (Poland), Dušan Fitzel (Czech Republic), Gérard Houllier 

(France), Lars Lagerbäck (Sweden), György Mezey (Hungary) and Holger 

Osieck (Australia coach). Jean-Paul Brigger and Walter Gagg provided FIFA 

input, with Mordechai Shpigler acting as link-man to UEFA's Development 

and Technical Assistance Committee. 

 

At least two of the team were present at all 31 UEFA EURO 2012 matches. 

The team's 72-page technical report, published in English, French and 

German versions, will be officially launched at the 9th UEFA Conference 

for European National Coaches in Warsaw in late September. 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2012 – TOP SCORERS 

FERNANDO 
TORRES 
(SPAIN) 

3 GOALS 

 

ALAN DZAGOEV 
(RUSSIA) 

3 GOALS 

 

MARIO 
BALOTELLI 

(ITALY) 
3 GOALS 

 

MARIO GOMEZ 
(GERMANY) 
3 GOALS 

 

MARIO 
MANDZUKIC 

(CROATIA) 

3 GOALS 

 

CRISTIANO 
RONALDO 

(PORTUGAL) 

3 GOALS 
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LEVEL 

PEGGING 

INTO SECOND 

LEG 

Romarinho scored an 

85th minute equaliser to 

urge Corinthians of Brazil 

to a 1-1 draw against 

Boca Juniors of Argentina 

in Thursday's first leg of 

the final. The popular 

Brazilian club is now in a 

strong position to win 

the tournament for the first time in the second leg in Sao Paulo next Thursday. 

 

Romarinho (pictured above right), who came on as a substitute only four minutes before the goal, 

collected a pass and lobbed a perfectly weighted shot over fallen Boca goalkeeper Agustin Orion. 

Facundo Roncaglia gave Boca the lead in the 73rd, a goal that opened up a tight-marking match 

with Boca doing most of the attacking and Corinthians content to defend. Boca is attempting to 

win its seventh Copa Libertadores championship, the most prestigious title in Latin American club 

football. 

 

Corinthians have been the best defending team in the tournament behind tough defenders 

Chicao and Leandro Castan. This continued against Boca until Roncaglia broke through with what 

looked like the winner, sending the crowd at Boca's Bombonera stadium - including former club 

star Diego Maradona - into an electric frenzy. Roncaglia drove the goal high into the net after a 

header from Santiago Silva rebounded into his path following a corner from Juan Roman 

Riquelme (pictured below).  

 

Romarinho's goal came 

as Boca seemed just 

minutes from victory. 

Boca substitute Lucas 

Viatri hit the crossbar 

in second-half injury 

time, which nearly 

saved the night for the 

popular Buenos Aires 

club. 

 

Corinthians are Brazil's second most popular club, behind Flamengo, and have five national titles. 

But they have never had much success internationally. They won the inaugural FIFA Club World 

Cup in 2000, but only after being invited as the host team. The new Corinthians Stadium is the 

venue for next Thursday's second leg in Brazil with the away goals rule not in effect. 

 

Will Burns 

Twitter @WillBurns6 

Thursday 28th June 2012 

BOCA  1-1 CORINTHIANS 

Roncaglia 73 Romarinho 85 
CARDS 

Roncaglia 19 

Riquelme 42 

Erviti 87 

Chicao 74 

Fabio Santos 87 

TEAMS 

Boca Juniors: Orion, Roncaglia, Schiavi, 
Caruzzo, Rodriguez, Ledesma (Rivero 82), 
Somoza, Erviti, Riquelme, Mouche (Cvitanich 
87), Silva (Viatri 85) 
Corinthians:  Cassio, Alessandro, Chicao, 
Leandro Castan, Fabio Santos, Ralf, Paulinho, 
Danilo (Romarinho, 81), Alex (Wallace 90), 
Jorge Henrique (Liedson 39), Emerson 

STATS 

5 SHOTS ON TARGET 3 

5 SHOTS OFF TARGET 3 

7 CORNERS 3 

14 FOULS CONCEDED 7 

9 CROSSES 8 

6 OFFSIDES 1 

FIXTURES 
 

SECOND LEG 
Thursday 5th July 

Corinthians vs. Boca Juniors 
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SAN MARTIN AND SAN LORENZO AVOID RELEGATION 
Both teams from Primera A, San Martin San Juan and San Lorenzo retained their top-flight status by holding 

off the challenges of Nacional B sides Instituto and Rosario Central. 

 

San Lorenzo maintained their top-flight status as they defeated Instituto 3-1 on aggregate. Instituto, who 

finished third in the B Nacional, fell to San Lorenzo 2-0 in the first leg on Thursday. Instituto held out until 

two minutes into the second half, when Carlos Bueno opened the scoring. Bueno added a second just after 

the hour to ensure San Lorenzo would take a sizeable advantage into Sunday's second leg. A 1-1 draw was 

played out in Sunday’s match, Instituto took the lead after 24 minutes into the second-half with Diego 

Lagos heading home after a whipping cross from the right wing.  The promotion-hopeful side needed to win 

by three goals to gain top-flight status but this was not to be.  A Nestor Ortigoza penalty killed the tie off 

with just 15 minutes 

to go and keep San 

Lorenzo in the top 

league and end the 

nightmare season 

they have suffered. 

 

In the other 

playoff, both games 

between San Martin 

San Juan and Rosario 

Central, were drawn 

0-0. The rules of the 

playoffs mean that 

the club vying for promotion must WIN the two-legged tie otherwise they would remain in the lower league 

if the playoff is drawn.  In the second leg, in a high-octane clash, Rosario went sent down to ten-men with 

30 minutes to go making the game even more of a uphill task.  Alderete committed a foul on Gastón Caprari 

to gain a second yellow card.  Rosario finished fourth in Primera B Nacional and will return their next term. 

 
Will Burns 

Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

RELEGATION/PROMOTION PLAYOFFS 
FIRST LEG - Thursday 28th June 2012 

Instituto 0-2 San Lorenzo 
Rosario Central 0-0 San Martin San Juan 

 
SECOND LEG - Sunday 1st July 

San Lorenzo 1-1 Instituto 
San Martin San Juan 0-0 Rosario Central 

 

 

FINAL CLASURA STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ARSENAL 19 11 5 3 38 
2 TIGRE 19 10 6 3 36 
3 VELEZ 19 9 6 4 33 
4 BOCA 19 9 6 4 33 
5 ALL BOYS 19 9 6 4 33 
6 NEWELLS 19 9 5 5 32 
7 COLON 19 7 8 4 29 
8 ARGENTINOS 19 7 6 6 27 
9 ESTUDIANTES 19 7 6 6 27 

10 LANUS 19 7 5 7 26 
11 UNION 19 5 10 4 25 
12 SAN LORENZO 19 6 7 6 25 
13 RAFAELA 19 6 6 7 24 
14 BELGRANO 19 6 6 7 24 
15 SAN MARTIN 19 6 4 9 22 
16 INDEPENDIENTE 19 5 5 9 20 
17 RACING CLUB 19 5 4 10 19 
18 GODOY CRUZ 19 2 8 9 14 
19 OLIMPO 19 3 4 12 13 
20 BANFIELD 19 2 5 12 11 
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BERNARD AND JO HELP MINEIRO TOP THE LEAGUE 
Cruzeiro dropped to fourth place from top after they fell at home to São Paulo. São Paulo struck first when 

Luis Fabiano opened the scoring in the 12th minute, but the game was levelled only a minute later when 

Rafael Donato scored. Lucas put the visitors 2-1 in front on 16th minutes and Jadson finished well to make 

it 3-1 just after the break, Donato's grabbed his second in the 53rd minute but São Paulo rode the game out 

to hand Cruzeiro their first defeat of the season. 

 

Fluminense finished the weekend in third as they won 2-0 at Náutico Recife courtesy of a goal in each half 

from Samuel. Flu goalkeeper Diego Cavalieri kept out a fightback by Nautico, putting in his best 

performance he has since joining the Tricolor. 

 

Vasco da Gama leapfrogged Cruzeiro to the peak of the standings on Saturday as they twice came from 

behind to win 3-2 at home to Ponte Preta. Roger put Ponte ahead on two occasions, but Vasco fought back 

with Alecsandro and then Eder Luis with the goals before Diego Souza secure the win for Vasco with a 

77th minute penalty.  Due to other results, Vasco dropped to second on Sunday evening. 

 

On Sunday, Santos still awaited their first win when local rivals Portuguesa were able to hold to a goalless 

draw at the Canindé.  Santos struggles may continue next week when they entertain Gremio on Sunday. 

 

Sport Recife battled back from 2-0 down to pick up a 3-2 away win against Coritiba. Anderson Aquino and 

Tcheco gave Coritiba a two-goal advantage inside 25 minutes. But, Recife hit back through Henrique on 

36 minutes. Marquinhos Gabriel netted the equaliser in the 75th minute, and an unfortunate own goal by 

Lucas Claro four minutes before time ensured all three points went to Recife. 

 

Bahia and Internacional shared a point with a 1-1 draw at the Pituaçu. Gabriel put Bahia ahead in the 

44th minute before Indio netted the equaliser just after the hour mark. Internacional now sit in seventh, 

while Bahia lie in fifteenth. 

 

Five first-half goals settled the match as Flamengo grabbed a 3-2 home win against bottom-club Atlético 

Goianiense, who like Santos, are still yet to register their first win this season. Atlético-GO took the lead 

when Felipe scored in the 27th minute before Renato (pictured below right) pulled it back seven minutes 

later. Flamengo then went 2-1 in front courtesy of a 56th minute Adryan goal, Renato found the net again 

to make it 3-1. Felipe took advantage of some defensive mistakes to bring the game to 3-2 before half time, 

but the Dragão were unable to pinch a point. The result means Flamengo now move up to eighth, while 

Atlético-GO prop up the rest of the division with just two points to their name. 

 

Palmeiras at long last managed to grab their first win, 3-1 at home to Figueirense. Julio Cesar had gave the 

visitors the lead after 31 minutes, but a first-half goal from Alalberto Román and two late goals from 

Hernán Barcos and Maikon Leite ensured that Palmeiras clinched the three points. Copa do Brasil finalists 

Palmeiras have jumped up to 17th in the league, while Figueirense sit one place above the Paulista side in 

16th. 

 

Ronaldinho new club Atlético Mineiro now sit top of the table after beating Grêmio in Porte Alegre. Jo 

(pictured top), formerly of Manchester City scored the only of the game in the 25th minute after some 

marvellous play from the Galo’s highly-talented 19-year-old midfielder Bernard. Bernard chipped two 

defenders then volleyed a ball in for Jo’s finish in an unbelievable bit of skill, definitely a goal worth 

checking out on YouTube. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 30th June 
Cruzeiro 2-3 Sao Paulo 

Nautico 0-2 Fluminense 
Vasco da Gama 3-2 Ponte Preta 

 
Sunday 1st July 

Portuguesa 0-0 Santos 
Coritiba 2-3 Sport Recife 
Bahia 1-1 Internacional 

Flamengo 3-2 Atlético GO 
Palmeiras 3-1 Figueirense 

Gremio 0-1 Atlético Mineiro 
 

SÉRIE A STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ATLETICO-MG 7 5 1 1 16 
2 VASCO 7 5 1 1 16 
3 FLUMINENSE 7 4 3 0 15 
4 CRUZEIRO 7 4 2 1 14 
5 GREMIO 7 4 0 3 12 
6 SAO PAULO 7 4 0 3 12 
7 INTERNACIONAL 7 3 3 1 12 
8 FLAMENGO 7 3 3 1 12 
9 BOTAFOGO 6 3 0 3 9 

10 PONTE PRETA 7 2 3 2 9 
11 SPORT RECIFE 7 2 2 3 8 
12 PORTUGUESA 7 2 2 3 8 
13 CORITIBA 7 2 1 4 7 
14 NAUTICO 7 2 1 4 7 
15 BAHIA 7 1 4 2 7 
16 FIGUEIRENSE 7 1 4 2 7 
17 PALMERIAS 7 1 2 4 5 
18 SANTOS 7 0 5 2 5 
19 CORINTHIANS 6 1 1 4 4 
20 ATLETICO-GO 7 0 2 5 2 

FIXTURES 
 

Saturday 7th July 
Botafogo vs. Bahia 

Internacional vs. Cruzeiro 
 

Sunday 8th July 
Atletico-GO vs. Nautico 

Fluminense vs. Flamengo 
Santos vs. Gremio 

Sao Paulo vs. Coritiba 
Figueirense vs. Vasco da Gama 
Atletico Mineiro vs. Portuguesa 

Ponte Preta vs. Palmeiras 
Sport Recife vs. Corinthians 
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SAN JOSE SURGE 

ON AS D.C. 

REMAIN TOP 
San Jose Earthquakes stretched 
their lead in the Western 
Conference to four points after 
defeating LA Galaxy. Real Salt Lake 
slipped even further behind 
Earthquakes, but are still six points 
clear of Seattle Sounders. In the other division, D.C United remain top, two points ahead of New York Red 
Bulls, who have a game in hand.  
 
Toronto FC convincingly beat Canadian rivals Montreal Impact with a 3-0 away victory. Skipper Torsten 
Frings opened the scoring in the 51st minute with an emphatic free-kick, too hot to handle for Donovan 
Ricketts in the Impact goal. Ryan Johnson added a second with 20 minutes remaining and Danny 
Koevermans ensured the points were coming back to Toronto in the 77th minute. 
 
Chicago Fire closed in on third place Sporting Kansas City after narrowly beating at Livestrong Sporting Park. 
Marco Pappa grabbed the only goal of the game in the 57th minute, to move Fire within two points of City. 
 
New York Red Bulls still lie in second in the Eastern Conference after only managing to secure a draw 
against bottom club Toronto FC. Jan Gunnar Solli gave Red Bulls the lead in the 3rd minute, side-footing 
home Brandon Barklage’s pinpoint cross. The lead only lasted a matter of minutes though, Danny 
Koevermans headed home Torsten Fring’s corner to equalise. 1-1 It stayed as Toronto held on for a 
valuable point. 
 
D.C United stayed top of the Eastern Conference for another week, due to a rather routine victory over 
Montreal Impact. Chris Pontius netted the opening goal, with a lovely solo effort; he dribbled past a couple 
of defenders, using fancy footwork and terrific technique, burst into the box and fired a left-foot shot past 
the helpless Evan Bush. Robbie Russell extended the lead just after half-time with a header and Hamdi 
Salihi added a third in stoppage time. 
 
New England Revolution salvaged a late draw against Seattle Sounders, thanks to Diego Fagundez. The Revs 
went ahead in the 11th minute through Saer Sene, yet they found themselves behind in the 35th minute, 
Eddie Johnson bagged a double with two powerful headers and it seemed Seattle were on the verge of 
picking up 3 points. Deep into stoppage time, Diego Fagundez snatched a point with a header down into 
the ground. 
 
Columbus Crew ran out 2-0 winners in the contest against Real Salt Lake, who fell further behind in the race 
for the Western Conference top spot. Tony Tchani opened the scoring 15 minutes into the game, tucking 
away Emilio Renteria’s cut-back. Eddie Gaven gave Columbus a two-goal cushion minutes before the 
interval and the home side held on for an impressive win. 
 
The BBVA Compass Stadium was the destination where Houston Dynamo saw off Philadelphia Union with a 
narrow 2-1 victory. Brad Davis provided the first goal of the game after just 18 minutes, though Union were 
level after the break courtesy of Keon Daniel’s left-footed striker. It seemed as if the points would be 
shared until Brian Ching was brought down in the box and the official pointed to the spot. Ching dusted 
himself off, stepped up, sent Zac MacMath the wrong way and converted the penalty, scoring his first goal 
at the new stadium. 
 
The fixture between Colorado Rapids and Portland Timbers proved to be an easy win for the home side. 
Jaime Castrillon put the Rapids 1-0 up in the 17th minute. Conor Casey made it 2-0 shortly after. Jamie Smith 
heaped even more misery on Timbers with 4 minutes left and wrapped up a simple win for Colorado. 
 
San Jose Earthquakes and LA Galaxy served up a seven-goal thriller in the Californian Clasico. Earthquakes 
were the side that emerged victorious in the end, winning the crucial showdown 4-3. Steven Lenhart was 
the first goalscorer of the game; he poked his effort away in the 6th minute after Martin Chavez’s well struck 
shot was parried into his path. Midfield veteran David Beckham levelled it up in the 30th minute of the 
game though, another superb free-kick from the former United midfielder, curled right into the top left-
hand corner, giving Jon Busch no chance. Galaxy, however, were the side that were infront at the break, a 
wonderful piece of play resulted in Hector Jimenez flashing the ball across the box, Jason Hernandez 
attempted to clear the danger but he could only find the back of his own net. It didn’t finish there though, 
Hernandez provided another howler minutes later, he completely gifted Galaxy a 2-goal lead, attempting to 
pass the ball back to Jon Busch, Robbie Keane was lurking, fed the ball to Jimenez, who squared it to 
Donovan, for a straight-forward finish. The Away side were cruising to a comfortable win, It wasn’t to be. 2 
minutes before half-time and the score was 3-2. Victor Bernardez side-footed home from Martin Chavez’s 
corner. Game on. Shortly after half-time and the Earthquakes found themselves level, Sam Cronin the 
scorer, to take the game’s goal-tally to six goals. In form Striker Chris Wondolowski (pictured top) put San 
Jose in the lead for the 2nd time in the game with a scrumptious flick, following Ramiro Corrales’s headed 
flick on from the near post. It stayed 4-3 and San Jose stayed top of the league. 

Josh Lawless 
Twitter @BackOfTheNetJL 

Website - www.backofthenetfootball.webs.com 

RESULTS 
 

Wednesday 27th June 
Montreal Impact 0-3 Toronto FC 

 

Friday 29th June 
Sporting Kansas City 0-1 Chicago Fire 

 

Saturday 30th June 
Toronto FC 1-1 New York Red Bulls 
D.C. United 3-0 Montreal Impact 

New England Revolution 2-2 Seattle Sounders 
Columbus Crew 2-0 Real Salt Lake 

Houston Dynamo 2-1 Philadelphia Union 
Colorado Rapids 3-0 Portland Timbers 

San Jose Earthquakes 4-3 Los Angeles Galaxy 
 

TABLES 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 D.C United 18 10 3 5 33 
2 NY Red Bulls 17 9 4 4 31 
3 Sporting KC 16 9 2 5 29 
4 Chicago Fire 16 8 3 5 27 
5 Houston 16 6 5 5 23 
6 Columbus 15 6 4 5 22 
7 New England 16 5 4 7 19 
8 Montreal 18 5 3 10 18 
9 Philadelphia 14 3 2 9 11 

10 Toronto FC 15 2 3 10 9 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 San Jose 17 11 3 3 36 

2 Real Salt Lake 18 10 2 6 32 

3 Seattle 17 7 5 5 26 

4 Vancouver 16 7 5 4 26 

5 Colorado 16 7 1 8 22 

6 La Galaxy 17 6 2 9 20 

7 Chivas USA 16 5 4 7 19 

8 Portland 15 4 4 6 16 

9 FC Dallas 17 3 5 9 14 

FIXTURES 
 

Wednesday 4th July 
Houston Dynamo vs. Chicago Fire 

Portland Timbers vs. San Jose Earthquakes 
 

Thursday 5th July 
Montreal Impact vs. Sporting Kansas City 

FC Dallas vs. Toronto FC 
Colorado Rapids vs. Vancouver Whitecaps 

Real Salt Lake vs. Seattle Sounders 
LA Galaxy vs. Philadelphia Union 

 
Sunday 8th July 

Sporting Kansas City vs. Houston Dynamo 
Real Salt Lake vs. Portland Timbers 
FC Dallas vs. San Jose Earthquakes 

Chivas USA vs. Vancouver Whitecaps 
Seattle Sounders vs. Colorado Rapids 

Chicago Fire vs. LA Galaxy 
Philadelphia Union vs. Toronto FC 

 
Monday 9th July 

New England Revolution vs. New York Red Bulls 
Montreal Impact vs. Columbus Crew 
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Holland arrived in Poland and Ukraine as one 

of the favourites for the title after finishing 

runners-up to Spain at the 2010 World Cup in 

South Africa. However, they failed to get out 

of a Group B containing Germany, Denmark 

and Portugal, losing all three of their matches 

to finish at the bottom of the table. The failure 

prompted the KNVB to hold a number of 

meetings with Van Marwijk about what went 

wrong. And the coach has opted to leave his 

post - albeit reluctantly - a decision which was 

accepted by the governing body. 

 

"I have severe doubts, but have decided to 

take this step anyway," Van Marwijk said in a 

short statement. The head of the KNVB, Bert 

van Oostveen, added: "The KNVB are grateful 

to Van Marwijk. He has performed 

exceptionally well in the World Cup finals and 

took them to first place in the FIFA rankings. I 

personally had a very good feeling about our 

co-operation. Of course it is sad to part early, 

but we must be realistic." 

 

Van Marwijk, who has previously held the 

reins at Feyenoord and Borussia Dortmund, 

took charge of the national team in 2008. 

 

The KNVB will now begin the search for his 

successor, with Holland aiming to have a new 

coach in place before their friendly against 

Belgium on August 15 and the start of their 

2014 World Cup qualifying campaign. 

VAN MARWIJK 

RESIGNS 
After a horrific European 
Championships, Bert van 
Marwijk chose to resign from 
his position as head coach on 
Wednesday evening. 

The 60-year-old's resignation follows a 

disappointing showing at Euro 2012, in which 

Oranje were knocked out at the group stage 

without taking a point. 

 

A statement on the KNVB's website said: "On 

the initiative of Bert van Marwijk, the KNVB 

and Bert van Marwijk decided on Wednesday 

to end the coach's contract with immediate 

effect. The agreement between the FA and 

coach officially ran until the 2016 European 

Championship." 
   

TE
AM

 GB
 

 

BECKHAM’S 

OLYMPIC SNUB 
David Beckham, the former 
England captain has spoke of 
his disappointment after the 
shock decision to leave him 
out of the Team GB Olympic 
football squad. 

Team GB coach, Stuart Pearce, was expected 
to choose Beckham as one of his overage 
players, alongside Welshmen Craig Bellamy 
and Ryan Giggs when he announces the squad 
next week. But it is understood he has chosen 
Manchester City's Micah Richards instead. 
 
Beckham said: "Everyone knows how much 
playing for my country has always meant to 
me. So I would have been honoured to have 
been part of this unique Team GB squad. 
Naturally, I am very disappointed, but there 
will be no bigger supporter of the team than 
me. And like everyone, I will be hoping they 
can win the gold." 
 

    

EN
GL

AN
D BALE 

SQUASHES 

TRANSFER TALK 
Welsh international winger 
Gareth Bale has signed a new 
five-year contract for 
manager-less Tottenham 
Hotspur on Wednesday. 

Bale, 22, had been linked with a move away 

from White Hart Lane, but has committed his 

future to Spurs until 2016.  Bale announced 

"The club is progressing and I want to be a part 

of that, so it was great to get the deal done, 

I've been here for five years now and I've 

enjoyed every minute. I love the club and the 

fans." 

Bale joined Tottenham from Southampton in 

May 2007, with Spurs paying an initial £5m. 

His eye-catching performances have seen him 

named in the PFA Premier League Team of the 

Year in both 2010-11 and 2011-12. 
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BLANC QUITS 
Laurent Blanc stepped down 
as France coach on Saturday 
after a Euro 2012 campaign 
that ended in the quarter-
finals and with his players 
again being questioned about 
their behaviour. 
 

Blanc informed the French Football Federation 

of his decision following lengthy negotiations 

with FFF president Noel Le Graet on Thursday. 

The FFF said there would be no further 

comment before a news conference Tuesday, 

when its executive committee meets. 

 

The favourite to replace Blanc is former France 

captain Didier Deschamps, who is set to leave 

as Marseille manager after a difficult last 

season. 

 

 

   
 

SC
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RANGERS LOSE 

PLAYERS 
The Scottish club confirmed 

that only thirteen players 

reported for the first day of 

pre-season training at the 

club's Murray Park training 

ground on Thursday. 

However, three of those players are out of 
contract and their future is unclear under 
Charles Green's newco club.  The Scotland 
internationals Kirk Broadfoot, Lee McCulloch 
and Lee Wallace plus the goalkeepers Neil 
Alexander and Scott Gallacher were among 
those to turn up. 
 
The Murray Park graduates Kyle Hutton, Ross 
Perry, Kal Naismith, Darren Cole and Kane 
Hemmings were also confirmed attendees. 
The free agents Andrew Mitchell, Salim Kerkar 
and Chris Hegarty – whose contracts expired 
at the end of the season – also reported for 
fitness tests and their immediate future 
remains unclear.  
 

Andrew Little, who is also out of contract, was 
not among the 13.  
The club said Dorin Goian and Alejandro 
Bedoya were not due back on Thursday while 
Maurice Edu and Carlos Bocanegra were also 
given extra time off after playing for USA in 
World Cup qualifiers. 
 
At least 10 players have objected to a transfer 
from the soon-to-be-liquidated Rangers to the 
newco club, with John Fleck and Juan Manuel 
Ortiz joining those ranks yesterday. 

Ortiz and Fleck, who both spent the second 

half of last season on loan, joined Rhys 

McCabe, Sone Aluko, Steven Naismith, Steven 

Whittaker, Kyle Lafferty, Allan McGregor, 

Steven Davis and Jamie Ness in objecting to 

the transfer of their contracts. PFA Scotland 

believes they are free agents and has asked 

the football authorities to release their 

registration from Rangers, but Green has 

vowed to seek compensation. 

 

Green bought the assets of Rangers for £5.5m, 

but his club's future is unclear, with Scottish 

Premier League clubs set to vote against 

admitting them to the top flight and 

opposition growing among Scottish Football 

League clubs over a deal to put them in the 

Irn-Bru First Division. 

 

On Saturday, the first two players announced 

their new clubs.  Northern Irish winger Kyle 

Lafferty signed for Swiss club FC Sion and 

right-back Steven Whittaker was snapped up 

by Chris Hughton’s Norwich City. 
 

 

   
 

BR
AZ

IL FLAMENGO SACK SANTANA 

 
 

Joel Santana has been sacked 

as manager of Brazilian side 

Flamengo for the FIFTH time.  

 

Experienced trainer Joel Santana has been 

dismissed as manager of Flamengo, after a 

unsatisfactory open to the 2012 season, 

according to numerous reports in Brazil.  

 

Joel oversaw Flamengo's exit from the Copa 

Libertadores, a disastrous state championship 

campaign on-and-off the pitch, as well as 

seeing the team to ninth place so far in the 

Brasileirão. 

 

Flamengo under Joel Santana had become a 

soap-opera, which was eventually ended with 

the departure of Ronaldinho. The team, 

though, was left bereft of stars. 
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BARCA 

SNATCH 

JORDI ALBA 
La Liga giants Barcelona have lured 
Valencia’s left back Jordi Alba to 
the Nou Camp in a €14million deal. 

Alba will sign a five-year contract once he has passed 

his medical, the Catalan club have confirmed. A 

Barcelona statement on the club's website read: 

"Barcelona announces today they reached an 

agreement with Valencia for the transfer of Jordi Alba, 

who will undergo his medical next week. The cost of 

the transfer will be €14m and the player will sign a 

contract for the next five years." 

  

   

 BAYERN GRAB 

MANDZUKIC 
After an impressive Euro 2012, 
Croatian striker Mario Mandzukic has 
transferred to Bayern Munich from VfL 
Wolfsburg. He will be fighting to 
displace his namesake Mario Gomez at 
the sharp end of the Bavarians' attack. 
 

Mandzukic, 26, is moving from Wolfsburg for a fee believed 
to be €13m. He scored 12 goals for the club last season 
before falling out with manager Felix Magath. 
 
Croatian international striker Mario Mandzukic has joined 
Bundesliga power Bayern Munich on a four-year contract. 
The move comes off the back of an impressive Euro 2012 
performance where he scored 3 goals despite Croatia exiting 
in the group stage. 
 

"We are very happy to be getting a top 

Bundesliga striker with Mario Mandzukic, who 

showed his scoring abilities at the Euro," 

Bayern sports director Christian Nerlinger said. 

 

The Croatian spent only two seasons at 

Wolfsburg, transferring from Dinamo Zagreb 

for approximately 7 million Euros in 2010. 

 

Mandzukic joins a strong German forward line 

at Bayern. Along with German internationals 

Mario Gomez and Thomas Müller, the Bavarian 

club signed Peruvian striker Claudio Pizarro 

earlier this summer. 

  

 

SPARTAK 

SIGN 

BRAZILIAN STARLET 
Spartak Moscow have struck a deal 

with Vasco da Gama to sign 21-year-

old midfielder Romulo, who recently 

scored his first international goal. 
 

The Brazilian international has been the subject 
of lengthy speculation regarding his future but 
will complete his move to Moscow after the 
Olympic Games this summer. And the defensive-
midfielder was quick to thank the fans for their 
support during his time with the Rio de Janeiro 
club.  
 
"I would like to thank you for everything at 
Vasco. The fans and people involved with the 
club have always trusted in me," Romulo 
told Lance!. 
 
"The time I spent here was wonderful. I won a 
domestic title [2011 Copa do Brasil], earned 
respect, I was inducted into the Brazil national 
team and I have no complaints. 
 

Spartak's proposal was beneficial for all 

parties so the negotiations were 

completed quickly. I think I walk out the 

front door and it is left open for a return 

one day." 

 

Romulo will remain in Rio until departing 

for the Olympics in London this summer, 

but he will only train at Vasco and will 

not compete for them in the national 

league. 
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SEEDORF 

– THE 

BEGINNING OF 

BRAZILIAN 

FOREIGN 

INVASION? 
Veteran Dutch midfielder 

Clarence Seedorf has joined 

mid-table Brazilian Serie A 

side Botafogo in a deal that 

could make him the country’s 

best-paid foreigner. 
 

Seedorf said an emotional goodbye to AC 
Milan – where he had spent half of his 
professional career – in May, after revealing 
that the league clash with Novara would be his 
last game for the Rossoneri. He officially 
departed the San Siro on 21 June and said: “I 
am leaving after 10 wonderful years…I leave a 
family”, while club CEO Adriano Galliani 
gushed “When Milan played well…each and 
every time it occured, Seedorf played an 
amazing match. He is a world class player.” 
 
The Suriname-born schemer leaves Serie A 
following a trophy-laden spell in Italy which 
saw him lift two Champions League cups, two 
league titles and the FIFA Club World Cup with 
Milan, as well as reaching the final of the 
Coppa Italia with Inter in 2000. Having also 
enjoyed top-flight football in Holland, with 
Ajax, and won La Liga with Real Madrid, 
Seedorf joins Botafogo with a wealth of 
experience in the upper echelons of club 
football. 
 
The 36-year-old has signed a two year deal 
with The Lone Star, and is expected to see out 
the remainder of his career at the 46,000-
capacity Estadio Olimpico. A Botafogo club 
statement claimed the deal is “the biggest 
contract for a foreigner made by a Brazilian 
football club”. 
 
Although Seedorf will clearly be the jewel in 
the crown of Botafogo’s modest squad – 
midfielder Renato (ex-Sevilla, with 28 caps for 
Brazil) and Uruguayan forward Sebastian Abreu 
(formerly of Deportivo and River Plate) are the 
club’s next-biggest stars – the Dutchman is not 
the first world-class player to have donned the 
side’s black-and-white strip. 

 Botafogo alumni include legendary 
Brazilian wingers Garrincha and Jairzinho, 
three-time World Cup-winning coach 
Mario Zagallo (who had five separate 
spells in the Botafogo hotseat) and 
midfielder Didi, who has two World Cups 
to his name. 
 
Fully aware of Seedorf’s status in the 
game, Botafogo have already changed 
their website to have the Dutchman 
modelling a club shirt as the only image 
on the home page, with the caption 
“SEEDORF GLORIOSO”, while thousands 
of messages from fans with the slogan 
“Seedorf no Fogao” (“Seedorf the fire”) 
flooded social networking site Twitter. 
 
The player’s fame is expected to lead to 
high shirt sales and will boost the club’s 
marketing prospects – just as the return 
of Ronaldo and Ronaldinho to Brazil in 
recent years saw huge advertising 
contracts and image rights. Expect plenty 
of stylish shots such as the one on the 
right. 

The club will undoubtedly look to use the 
87-cap Holland international to help 
advertise Botafogo to European audiences, 
enhancing the side’s reputation and 
attracting more supporters from abroad. 
 
Seedorf, who speaks Portuguese and is 
married to a Brazilian woman, also has the 
ability to communicate in his team-mates’ 
native tongue, an important factor that 
may save the dressing room from the 
sometimes morale-lowering impact of a 
marquee signing for the rest of the squad. 
 
Clarence will join fellow 21st-century 
footballing icons Ronaldinho, Deco, Luis 
Fabiano and Neymar in the Brazilian top-
flight, demonstrating a trend of up-and-
coming superstars and veteran legends 
having greater faith in a league that has 
grown in appeal and stature in recent 
years. 
 

Dan Rawley 
Twitter @efctufc1995 

Website – www.drawley.wordpress.com 

  

http://drawley.wordpress.com/2012/06/25/torquays-most-devoted-fan-interview-with-sam-jones-a-british-expat-in-uae/
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 DATE NAME/NATIONALITY FROM TO FEE  

26th June Antonio López (ESP) Atlético Madrid (ESP) Real Mallorca (ESP) Free 

26th June Aritz Aduriz (ESP) Valencia (ESP) Athletic Bilbao (ESP) €2.5m 

26th June Alvaro Domínguez (ESP) Atlético Madrid (ESP) Borussia Monchengladbach (GER) €8m 

26th June Samba Diakité (MAL) Nancy (FRA) Queens Park Rangers (ENG) Undisclosed 

26th June Petter Andersson (SWE) FC Groningen (NED) FC Midtjylland (DEN) Undisclosed 

27th June Mladen Petric (CRO) Hamburg (GER) Fulham (ENG) Free 

27th June Jordi Alba (ESP) Valencia (ESP) Barcelona (ESP) €14M 

28th June Kleberson (BRA) Flamengo (BRA) Bahia (BRA) Free 

28th June Yakubu (NIG) Blackburn Rovers (ENG) Guangzhou R&F (CHN) Free 

28th June Tobias Levels (GER) Borussia Monchengladbach (GER) Fortuna Dusseldorf (GER) Undisclosed 

28th June Jeroen Zoet (NED) PSV Eindhoven (NED) RKC Waalwijk (NED) Loan 

29th June Romulo (BRA) Vasco da Gama (BRA) Spartak Moscow (RUS) €8m 

29th June Ben Foster (ENG) Birmingham City (ENG) West Bromwich Albion (ENG) Undisclosed 

29th June Mario Mandzukic (CRO) Wolfsburg (GER) Bayern Munich (GER) Undisclosed 

29th June Anthony Mounier (FRA) Nice (FRA) Montpellier (FRA) Undisclosed 

30th June Danny Guthrie (ENG) Newcastle United (ENG) Reading (ENG) Free 

30th June Kyle Lafferty (NIR) Rangers (SCO) FC Zion (SWI) Free 

30th June Delvin Ndinga (CON) AJ Auxerre (FRA) AS Monaco (FRA) Undisclosed 

30th June Steven Whittaker (SCO) Rangers (SCO) Norwich City (ENG) Free 

30th June Frederic Kanoute (MAL) Sevilla (ESP) Beijing (CHN) Free 

30th June Marquinho (BRA) Fluminense (BRA) AS Roma (ITA) Undisclosed 

30th June Fraser Forster (ENG) Newcastle United (ENG) Celtic (SCO) Undisclosed 

30th June Branimir Hrgota (SWE) Jönköpings Södra IF (SWE) Borussia Monchengladbach (GER) Undisclosed 

1st July George McCartney (NIR) Sunderland (ENG) West Ham United (ENG) Free 

1st July Christian Kum (NED) ADO Den Haag (NED) Heerenveen (NED) Undisclosed 

1st July Clarence Seedorf (NED) AC Milan (ITA) Botafogo (BRA) Free 

1st July Ezequeil Lavazzi (ARG) Napoli (ITA) Paris Saint-Germain (FRA) €30m 

2nd July Leandro Castan (BRA) Corinthians (BRA) AS Roma (ITA) €5.5m 

2nd July Willian (BRA) Corinthians (BRA) Metalist (UKR) €5m 

2nd July Ragnar Klavan (EST) AZ Alkmaar (NED) FC Augsburg (GER) Undisclosed 

2nd July Mauricio Isla (CHI) Udinese (ITA) Juventus (ITA) €9.4m 
2nd July Kwadwo Asamoah (GHA) Udinese (ITA) Juventus (ITA) €9m 
2nd July Ederson (BRA) Lyon (FRA) Lazio (ITA) Free 

2nd July Fabio da Silva (BRA) Manchester United (ENG) Queens Park Rangers (ENG) Loan 

2nd July Jacob Butterfield (ENG) Barnsley (ENG Norwich City (ENG) Free 

2nd July Paul Pogba (FRA) Manchester United (ENG) Juventus (ITA) Free 

 2nd July Charlison Benschop (NED) AZ Alkmaar (NED) Brest (FRA) Undisclosed  

 2nd July Carlos Cuellar (ESP) Aston Villa (ENG) Sunderland (ENG) Undisclosed  
       

 

AVB NEW 

SPURS 

BOSS 
Andre-Villas Boas has been 

confirmed as Tottenham's new 

head coach. The 34-year-old's 

appointment marks his return to 

the Barclays Premier League just 

four months after his departure 

from Chelsea, where he was sacked eight months into a three-year 

contract. The 34-year-old's appointment marks his return to the Barclays 

Premier League just four months after his departure from Chelsea, where 

he was sacked eight months into a three-year contract. Villas-Boas will be 

hoping to rebuild his reputation at Spurs after succeeding Harry 

Redknapp, who left the post last month after four years at the helm. 

 

DESCHAMPS 

LEAVES 

MARSEILLE 

POST 
Didier Deschamps’s chances of 
succeeding Laurent Blanc as France 
coach increased immeasurably 
yesterday as it was confirmed he 
would be quitting as Marseille 
handler. The 43-year-old – who 
captained France to the 1998 World Cup and Euro 2000 titles – had asked 
Marseille to be released from his post on May 23 though he still had two 
years left on his contract. His initial request to leave had nothing to do 
with the France post as Blanc was in charge and France were considered 
live candidates for the Euro 2012 title – however they bowed out in the 
quarter-finals and Blanc announced on Saturday that he would not accept 
a new contract. Deschamps quickly became the bookies’ favourite to take 
over Les Bleus but quickly denied any interest in the job. 
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