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TIM CAHILL’S 

SURPRISE MOVE 

TO NEW YORK? 
Australian Tim Cahill is poised 
to complete a shock move to 
New York Red Bulls after 
Everton and Major League 
Soccer agreed a fee for the 
midfielder.  
 

Cahill, who had two years left on his contract, 
joined the Toffees from Millwall in 2004, scoring 
68 goals in 278 appearances, but we can confirm 
is on the verge of exiting Merseyside to play in 
the United States. 
 

A statement on the club's official website tonight 
said: "Everton have agreed with Major League 
Soccer (MLS) that Tim Cahill can be transferred to 
the New York Red Bulls. Tim, 32, will move to the 
Red Bulls for a nominal fee, subject to agreeing 
personal terms and passing a medical. He will 
travel to the US in the next few days. He has 
played 278 times for Everton since his move from 
Millwall in 2004, scoring 68 goals. An Australian 
international with 55 caps, Tim has scored 24 
times for his country.” 
 
The move would come as something of a surprise 
although Cahill's departure could pave the way 
for Steven Pienaar to re-sign for Everton, 
following a noteworthy loan spell from 
Tottenham last season. With attacking midfielder 
Steven Naismith also signing from Rangers this 
summer, Cahill may seek new pastures to 
guarantee himself first-team action. 
 
He would join fellow former Premier League 
players Thierry Henry and Teemu Tainio in New 
York, while former Barcelona defender Rafael 
Marquez also plies his trade at the Red Bull 
Arena. 
 
Cahill, who has scored 24 goals in 55 appearances 
for Australia, would also come up against former 
team-mate Landon Donovan, who plays for LA 
Galaxy but has had two loan spells with David 
Moyes' men. The 32-year-old would end his 
career at Goodison Park on a sour note after 
being sent off on the final day of last season 
against Newcastle following a clash with Toon 
midfielder Yohan Cabaye. 

 

Though the aim is probably to wait until 
Cahill agrees to personal terms with MLS and 
passes his medical before they declare that 
Tim Cahill shirts are now on sale, to say that 
they have no comment at all (other than to 
call Cahill a "non-New York player") seems a 
strange move following Everton's 
confirmation. 
 
Assuming Cahill is eventually recognized as a 
New York player by the Red Bulls, it should 
be a decent piece of business for both sides. 
Everton sell a 32-year-old who only cost £1.5 
million in 2004 for £1 million in 2012 just as 
his production has started to take a 
downturn (he had three goals in 41 matches 
last season, his lowest total eight seasons 
with the club), while also freeing up space in 
their extremely tight wage budget. The Red 
Bulls get an outstanding Premier League 
midfielder with name recognition who might 
make them clear favourites for a trophy. 
Once he regains his fitness after going from 
pre-season to mid-season right away, of 
course. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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POOR OLYMPIC SALES RESULT IN 

TICKETS BEING WITHDRAWN 
London 2012 organisers have been forced to take 500,000 football 
tickets off the market due to faltering sales, despite supporting 
the football tournament with marketing activity. 
 

The football tournament has proved one of the hardest sells for the Olympics, despite several high-
profile players such as Ryan Giggs, Neymar and Juan Mata taking part. Tiers and whole sections of 
stadiums will be closed to reduce capacities across the six venues for the football tournament – 
Cardiff’s Millennium Stadium, City of Coventry Stadium, Manchester United’s Old Trafford, St James’ 
Park in Newcastle, Hampden Park in Glasgow and Wembley Stadium. Even allowing for the reduction, 
250,000 tickets remain on sale for the tournament, a further 200,000 will be released before the 
Olympics’ opening ceremony on July 27th and 150,000 are to be made available for school children 
through organising committee LOCOG’s Ticketshare initiative. 
 

By contrast, 50,000 tickets for non-football events are left for London 2012 with a further 200,000 set 
to hit the market, but LOCOG chairman Sebastian Coe insists numbers stack up favourably when 
compared to football at previous Olympics. “They are in reduced size venues of course, we’ve had to 
scale down the size of those venues,” said Coe. “We’ve sold more football tickets than we’ve sold 
anything else.” He added: “We’ve got 37-38,000 tickets we’ve sold for Britain ladies v New Zealand 
which I think benchmarks pretty well, for instance, with the women’s FA Cup final this year which was 
an all-London affair at the Emirates (Stadium) and they had about 5,000. We are not in bad shape on 
tickets, but football tickets at a Games are always the challenge. I think we’ll do pretty well.” 
 

In other news, the London Legacy Development Corporation (LLDC) has confirmed that bids from 
Barclays Premier League club West Ham United and third-tier team Leyton Orient are two of four being 
considered for future usage of the Olympic Stadium. Following an extension to the bidding period, the 
LLDC on Tuesday announced that bids have also been received from Intelligent Transport Services “in 
association with Formula One” and UCFB College of Football Business. The bids will now be assessed to 
ensure they are compliant, before being evaluated ahead of negotiations. The bids aim to add to the 
legacy uses already secured for the £486 million Olympic Stadium. 
 
In better news for Olympic football and ticket sales, Team GB were defeated 2-0 by Brazil on Friday 
night and seldom can a pre-season friendly have generated such interest, but with the first appearance 
of a Great British Olympic football team since 1960 being beamed live across the nation by the BBC, the 
game attracted a 18,000 crowd into the Riverside Stadium, Middlesbrough. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

NEWS SHORTS 
BRAZIL: Paulo Roberto Falcão has been 
sacked from his role as coach of Bahia. 
The 58-year-old only spent five months in 
charge at Fonte Nova, having joined the 
club at the beginning of February. Falcão 
managed to guide Bahia to the Baiano 
state championship title in May, but his 
position at the club had come under 
intense scrutiny in recent weeks as the 
side only managed to pick up one win out 
of their last ten Brasileirão matches. 
Following Thursday night's 4-0 loss away 
at Fluminense, Bahia decided that the 
former Brazil international was no longer 
the man to take the club forward. 
 

ENGLAND: Arsène Wenger has repeated 
his desire to ensure his want-away 
captain Robin van Persie remains an 
Arsenal player. The Dutchman, last 
season's English Premier League top 
goalscorer, released a statement earlier 
this month in which he said he was 
unwilling to sign an extension to his 
contract that is due to expire next year. 
Manchester City, Manchester United and 
Juventus are all monitoring the 29-year-
old's position. "For me, van Persie is one 
of the best strikers in the world, if not the 
best, and my desire is to keep him at the 
club," Wenger told the club's website. "As 
for the rest, I will do what is in the best 
interests of Arsenal Football Club. That, 
at the moment, is where we are. There is 
not a lot more to say than that." 
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FANS GROUP TAKE OWNERSHIP 

OF PANATHINAIKOS 
Greek Superleague side Panathinaikos has begun a new era under 
fan ownership after the ‘Panathinaikos Alliance’ group completed 
a takeover of the club. 
 

Panathinaikos has won eight Superleague titles and 11 Greek Cups since 1979 under the control of the 
Vardinoyiannis family. However, the family has now agreed to transfer its 54.75% stake in the Athens 
club over to the Alliance. “From now on Panathinaikos belongs to its people,” stated fans’ coalition 
group leader Yiannis Alafouzos. Alafouzos, who also owns the Skai media group, added: “I thank all 
supporters and stakeholders who have made this possible. The alliance represents the fans. We must 
learn from the losses incurred last year and start to build a new Panathinaikos. We also thank the 
players and the coach who agreed to delay their payments to make this a reality.” 
 

The fans group was established in May and supporters have been able to become official members 
since July 2nd. Members have been allocated shares based on the level of their investment, but are 
only allowed the right to one vote in decision-making procedures. Reuters reported last Wednesday 
that the Alliance had raised over €1.6M from 2,829 members.  
 

Panathinaikos finished runner-up to champion Olympiakos in last season’s Superleague. Olympiakos 
was crowned Greek champion after Panathinaikos failed in an appeal to overturn unprecedented 
sanctions imposed following March’s abandoned Athens derby. Panathinaikos was hit with the 
toughest sanctions ever imposed by the Greek Superleague following crowd violence during the game. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

NEWS SHORTS 
ENGLAND: Maltese TV  company Melita 
has secured the exclusive TV rights for 
The FA Cup, the Community Shield 
sponsored by McDonald's as well as the 
broadcasting of home friendly and 
qualifier matches for the English national 
team until 2014 to broadcast in Malta. As 
from August 2012, Melita will be 
broadcasting some 60 matches from The 
FA Cup, as well as the prestigious 
Community Shield. These matches will be 
broadcast as part of the Melita Sports 
package including simultaneous 
broadcast in HD. 
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LAUNCH ON NYSE 

BY THIS WEEK 
The Glazer-owned club is expected to 

launch its ‘initial public offering’ (IPO) on the New York Stock 
Exchange (NYSE) as early as this week for pricing in early August.  
 

The new schedule marks a shift from the original plan to proceed after the Labour Day public holiday 
on September 3rd. In another change, Manchester United is now looking to raise $300M through the 
IPO, less than $500M as previously reported. However, there is still believed to be a certain amount of 
flexibility in the timing and sizing, depending on the regulatory review process. 
 

The club have yet to provide audited financial results beyond the year ended June 2011, instead relying 
on an exemption as an emerging growth company under the JOBS Act. The Act is a new law intended to 
encourage funding of small businesses in the US by easing various securities regulations, but the results 
are expected to be filed ahead of the new launch date. United have filed a registration statement with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission earlier this month to become a listed company on the NYSE. 
Reuters said the IPO will not only be benchmarked against traditional media entities but also iconic 
consumer-goods companies, in an effort to justify a “potentially difficult valuation”. 
 

The Glazers are also well known in the United States as the owners of NFL franchise, Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers, along with their interest in shopping centre developer First Allied Corp. The Glazers 
acquired the club for £790M in 2005 in an agreement that saw it de-listed from the London Stock 
Exchange. The takeover saddled United with a sizeable debt, which stood at £423M as of March 31st. 
The debt has been a continual source of anger to United fans. Earlier this week, the club retained its 
place at the top of Forbes magazine’s annual ranking of the world’s most valuable sports teams, but 
saw its valuation suffer a slight fall from recent figures. United was granted a valuation of $2.23B by 
Forbes, compared to a figure of $2.235B released in April’s list of the most valuable football teams. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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BATE & PARTIZAN EDGE CLOSE TO THIRD ROUND 

Three first-half strikes helped FK Partizan overcome Valletta 4-1, putting them in a commanding 
position ahead of next Tuesday's second qualifying round return in Serbia. The fans in the packed 
Hibernians Ground were given a highly entertaining match. But the Maltese support were left 
disappointed as goals from Nemanja Tomić, Ivan Ivanov, Stefan Šćepović (pictured above) and Miloš 
Ostojić rendered Michael Mifsud's fifth strike of his European campaign scant consolation.  
 

BATE Borisov were staring at defeat before Vitali Rodionov's added-time double ‘secured an unlikely 
second qualifying round first-leg victory against FK Vardar. It looked business as usual when Dmitri 
Mozolevski gave last season's group stage participants a 41st-minute lead, but they soon fell prey to 
a passionate second-half rally. Two goals in eight minutes put the Macedonian visitors in the 
ascendancy, yet nobody foresaw the thrilling climax that ensued as Rodionov struck twice to earn his 
side a dramatic victory. After a sluggish start, BATE picked up the pace and almost went ahead after 
24 minutes when Aleksandr Pavlov's effort was cleared off the line. Their patience prevailed, 
however, as Maksim Bordachev's powerful strike proved too hot to handle and Mozolevski pounced 
to give BATE the lead. The home side should have doubled their advantage after the break but 
Rodionov froze in front of goal and allowed Kostadin Zahov to make a comfortable save. That miss 
would prove costly as Jovan Kostovski met Ostoja Stjepanović's deft cross to level on 54 minutes. The 
provider then turned goalscorer, latching on to a loose clearance before rifling a shot past Andrei 
Gorbunov. BATE refused to relent and were rewarded for their spirit in added time when Rodionov 
found the net with a precise header. The comeback was complete two minutes later, Rodionov's 
predatory instincts coming to the fore again as he turned Artyom Kontsevoi's centre past Zahov to 
give BATE the edge ahead of tomorrow's return in Skopje. 
 

Trailing at the break, NK Maribor staged a spirited comeback to claim a comfortable first-leg victory 
against FK Željezničar thanks in part to a pair of goals from Robert Berić. Darko Milanič's side 
struggled to deal with Željezničar's early intent but found their feet in the second half. Dejan Mezga 
converted a penalty in between Berič's double, before captain Marcos Tavares ensured Maribor will 
take a commanding lead into the return leg in Sarajevo on Tuesday. 
 

Davy Claude Angan struck twice in the second half to help Ole Gunnar Solskjær's Molde FK ease to a 
comfortable home first-leg win against FK Ventspils on their Champions League return. The 
Norwegian titleholders, who played in the 1999/2000 group stage on their only previous entry, took 
53 minutes to break the deadlock, but two Angan goals either side of a Vegard Forren penalty 
ensured a healthy lead for tonight's away leg. 
 

Śląsk Wrocław edged closer to a place in the next round with a comfortable victory away to ten-man 
FK Budućnost Podgorica.  A first-half header from Rok Elsner and Sebastian Mila's penalty four 
minutes after the restart put the Polish titleholders in a commanding position before tomorrow’s 
second leg at Municipal Stadium Wroclaw, one of Poland's Euro 2012 venues.  
 

F91 Dudelange (pictured middle right) condemned FC Salzburg to a surprise first-leg defeat after 
Aurélien Joachim scored his fifth goal in the Champions League this season. The ten-time 
Luxembourg champions poured scorn on their underdog status as they hectored and harried their 
opponents in a fiercely-competitive encounter. Just as it seemed a winner would elude them, 
Joachim struck 15 minutes from time as delirium ensued inside the intimate surroundings of Jos 
Nosbaum. 
 

 Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

FULL RESULTS 
 

Tuesday 17th July 2012 
Valletta (MLT) 1-4 FK Partizan (SRB) 

Dudelange (LUX) 1-0 FC Salzburg (AUT) 
Ulisses (ARM) 0-1 Sheriff (MDA) 

Flora Tallinn (EST) 0-2 FC Basel (SUI) 
HJK Helsinki (FIN) 7-0 KR Reykjavík (ISL) 

Neftçi PFK (AZE) 3-0 Zestafoni (GEO) 
Slovan Liberec (CZE) 1-0 Shakhter Karagandy (KAZ) 
MŠK Žilina (SVK) 1-0 Hapoel Kiryat Shmona FC (ISR) 

The New Saints (WAL) 0-0 Helsingborgs IF (SWE) 
Skënderbeu (ALB) 1-0 Debreceni (HUN) 

Shamrock Rovers (IRL) 0-0 FK Ekranas (LTU) 
 

Wednesday 18th July 2012 
AEL Limassol (CYP) 3-0 Linfield (NIR) 
Maribor (SVN) 4-1 Željezničar (BIH) 

BATE Borisov (BLR) 3-2 FK Vardar (MKD) 
Molde FK (NOR) 3-0 FK Ventspils (LVA) 

Ludogorets Razgrad (BUL) 1-1 Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) 
Budućnost Podgorica (MNE) 0-2 Śląsk Wroclaw (POL) 

 

 

 
 

SECOND QUALIFYING ROUND 
SECOND LEG FIXTURES 

Tuesday 24th July 2012 
Shakhter Karagandy (KAZ) vs. Slovan Liberec (CZE) 

FK Ventspils (LVA) vs. Molde FK (NOR) 
FC Salzburg (AUT) vs. Dudelange (LUX) 

Hapoel Kiryat Shmona FC (ISR) vs. MŠK Žilina (SVK) 
FK Ekranas (LTU) vs. Shamrock Rovers (IRL) 

Zestafoni (GEO) vs. Neftçi PFK (AZE) 
Sheriff (MDA) vs. Ulisses (ARM) 

FC Basel (SUI) vs. Flora Tallinn (EST) 
Debreceni (HUN) vs. Skënderbeu (ALB) 

FK Partizan (SRB) vs. Valletta (MLT) 
Željezničar (BIH) vs. Maribor (SVN) 

KR Reykjavík (ISL) vs. HJK Helsinki (FIN) 
 

Wednesday 25th July 
Helsingborgs IF (SWE) vs. The New Saints (WAL) 

FK Vardar (MKD) vs. BATE Borisov (BLR) 
Linfield (NIR) vs. AEL Limassol (CYP) 

Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) vs. Ludogorets Razgrad (BUL) 
Śląsk Wroclaw (POL) vs. Budućnost Podgorica (MNE) 
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ANZHI’S FIRST EURO GAME EQUALS SUCCESS 
APOEL Nicosia, Anzhi Makhachkala and Viktoria Plzeň were among the teams to register first-leg 
successes as the second qualifying round started, although FC Twente and Rosenborg BK have work to do 
going into next week's deciders. 
 

Champions League quarter-finalists last season, APOEL overcame Slovakia's Senica 2-0 thanks to first-half 
strikes from Aílton and Nektarios Alexandrou. Plzeň, who drew 2-2 with AC Milan in the group stage of 
Europe's premier club competition in 2011/12, won 3-1 at FC Metalurgi Rustavi, captain Pavel Horváth 
scoring twice. 
 

 
 

Twente's position is not so authoritative, however. Despite the Tukkers dominating their home match 
against Inter Turku, the visitors managed a vital away goal from one of only two efforts they had on 
target. Dušan Tadić hit a 66th-minute equaliser, but Steve McClaren's side could not find another goal 
and head to Finland next week with their Europa League future uncertain. 
 

It was a slightly better night for Twente's Eredivisie rivals Vitesse, making a return to the continental 
stage after a decade away, at Lokomotiv Plovdiv 1936. An added-time equaliser may have denied the 
Dutch side a win in a match they led on four occasions, but there was no shortage of entertainment as 
the teams shared eight goals. 
 

Crvena Zvezda, the 1991 European champions, did not allow such a fate to befall them, seeing out a 
nervous last 14 minutes to win 4-3 at FC Naftan Novopolotsk. Anzhi, playing in only their second 
European fixture, clung stubbornly onto Jucilei's 22nd-minute strike to defeat Budapest Honvéd 1-0. 
 

Metalurh Donetsk and Slaven Koprivnica, who beat Čelik Nikšić 7-0 and Portadown 6-0 respectively, were 
responsible for the biggest wins of the night. Elsewhere, Rosenborg squandered a two-goal lead in 
drawing 2-2 with Kazakh debutants Ordabasy Shymkent, while Swedish Allsvenskan leaders Elfsborg lost 
1-0 at Dacia Chişinău. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

FULL RESULTS 
 

Thursday 19th July 2012 
Xazar Lankjaran (AZE) 1-1 Lech Poznan (POL) 

Naftan (BLR) 3-4 Crvena Zvezda (SER) 
Milsami (MDA) 4-2 Aktobe (KAZ) 

Liepajas Metalurgs (LVA) 2-2 Legia Warsaw (POL) 
Anzhi Makhachkala (RUS) 1-0 Honved (HUN) 

Lokomotiv Plovdiv (BUL) 4-4 Vitesse Arnhem (NED) 
Renova (MKD) 0-2 Gomel (BLR) 

Levadia Tallinn (EST) 1-3 Anorthosis (CYP) 
Metalurgi Rustavi (GEO) 1-3  Viktoria Plzen (CZE) 

Inter Baki (AZE) 1-1 Asteras (GRE) 
JJK (FIN) 3-2 Zeta (MON) 

Olipija Ljubljana (SVN) 0-0 Tromso (NOR) 
Differdange (LUX) 0-1 Gent (BEL) 

Shakhtyor (BLR) 1-1 SV Ried (AUS) 
Bnei Yehuda (ISR) 2-0 Shirak (ARM) 

Rosenborg (NOR) 2-2 Ordabasy (KAZ) 
Spartak Trnava (SVK) 3-1 Sligo Rovers (IRE) 

Levski Sofia (BUL) 1-0 Sarajevo (BIH) 
APOEL Nicosia (CYP) 2-0 Senica (SVK) 

Ruch (POL) 3-1 Metalurg Skopje (MDA) 
AGF Aarhus (DEN) 1-2 Dila (GEO) 

Mlada Boleslav (CZE) 3-0 Thor (ICE) 
AIK (SWE) 1-1 FH Hafnarfjördur (ICE) 

Eskişehirspor (TUR) 2-0 St. Johnstone (SCO) 
Tirana (ALB) 1-1 Aalesund (NOR) 

Melalurh Donetsk (UKR) 7-0 Celik Niksic (MON) 
Slaven Koprivnica (CRO) 6-0 Portadown (NIR) 

Dacia (MDA) 1-0 Elfsborg (SWE) 
Zalgrid (LTU) 1-1 Admira Wacker (AUS) 

Young Boys (SUI) 1-0 Zimbru (MOL) 
Rapid Bucharest (ROM) 3-1 MYPA (FIN) 

Servette (SUI) 2-0 Gandzasar (ARM) 
FC Twente (NED) 1-1 Inter Turku (FIN) 
Maccabi Netanya (ISR) 1-2 KuPS (FIN) 

Osijek (CRO) 1-3 Kalmar (SWE) 
Mura (SVN) 0-0 CSKA Sofia (BUL) 

Slovan Bratislava (SVK) 1-1 Videton (HUN) 
Vojvodina (SRB) 1-1 Suduva (LTU) 

Hadjuk Split (CRO) 2-0 Skonto Riga (LTV) 
Siroki Brijeg (BIH) 1-1 St. Patrick’s Athletic (IRE) 
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EXCITING 

BEGINNING FOR 

BILIC 
The new season opened with a 
Friday night thriller with the newly 
promoted Mordovia Saransk 
defeated 3-2 by Slaven Bilic’s new 
team Lokomotiv Moscow. And it 
didn’t start according to the plan of 
the former Croatia coach, as 

Mordovia took the lead on the 16th minute of play. Kirill Panchenko scored his team’s first-ever top flight 
goal with a stunning blast from outside the box, 1-0. But this wasn’t enough to shake the confidence of the 
visiting team as Dmitry Torbinsky was first on the rebound after Taras Burlak’s header to level the score on 
the 29th minute. Four minutes later, Magomed Ozdoev capitalized on Torbinsky’s lay off to put Lokomotiv 
in front, 1-2. The Muscovites enjoyed a 1-3 lead going into the break, thanks to Vedran Corluka, who 
celebrated his debut game in the Loko jersey with a goal. But Mordovia had no intention of giving up 
without a fight in front of the home crowd. On the 62nd minute, a corner from the hosts saw Evgeny 
Osipov beating the Railway Men’s young keeper, Miroslav Lobantsov, 2-3. The hosts put their opponents 
under serious pressure in the remainder of the match, and not all of the players managed to cope with it. 
Ozdoev was awarded a straight red card for pushing Yury Kuleshov in the back in the 87th minute. Five 
minutes of stoppage time were added to match, but ten-man Loko managed to maintain the winning 
score.  
 

On Saturday, CSKA got off to a winning start as Seydou Doumbia's second-half strike secured a 1-0 victory 
over FC Rostov. Latvian international midfielder Aleksandrs Cauna picked out Doumbia among four Rostov 
defenders, and the Ivorian striker lashed the ball home from four yards out. Doumbia was last season's top 
scorer with 28 goals and will be looking for the Golden Boot again this time round. 
 

Alexander Shulenin's header gave ten-man FC Volga a shock 1-0 win over Dynamo Moscow. Shulenin's goal 
came on 69 minutes, the Russian rising at the back post to head Alexei Sapogov's cross under the bar. The 
goal came 18 minutes after Volga midfielder Ilya Maksimov received a straight red card for a late lunge on 
Dynamo's Christian Noboa. The teams canceled each other out in the first half, and it was only in the 
second that Dynamo, who finished fourth last season, started to really press. 
 

A late own goal saved Spartak Moscow’s blushes as they grabbed a 2-1 victory over Alania Vladikavkaz. In 
what may be a record, Nigerian Emmanuel Emenike put Spartak 1-0 up inside just 10 seconds, latching onto 
a flick from Artem Dzyuba and steering past Alania goalkeeper Dmitry Khomich with the outside of his right 
boot. An equalizer was just 13 minutes away as young midfielder Arsen Khubulov connected sweetly on the 
fall from six yards out after goalmouth scramble. The winner came four minutes from time, as substitute 
Pavel Yakovlev darted in from the right and centered the ball only for Alania defender Anton Grigoryev to 
turn it into his own net. 
 

After being heavily criticised for his Euro 2012 performances for Russia, Alexander Kerzhakov put all the 
troubles behind him as he helped reigning champions Zenit St. Petersburg with a 2-0 win over Amkar Perm. 
He stroked confidently into the corner on 37 minutes after Roman Shirokov's through ball, and doubled the 
lead on the hour mark from the penalty spot after Sergei Semak was fouled by Amkar's Konstantin Vasilyev. 
The game was witnessed by new Russia manager Fabio Capello (pictured right), who has agreed to take 
over the team on a two-year deal and is expected to sign the contract next week. 
 

Krylya Sovetov shared the points with Terek Grozny after playing out a 1-1 draw. Oleg Ivanov had given 
Terek the edge on 56 minutes, picking up the ball 20 yards out and hitting a low shot that goalkeeper Sergei 
Veremko got a hand to but was unable to keep out. Paraguayan striker Luis Caballero struck from the 
penalty spot on 82 minutes on his debut after Adilson handballed. 
 

Ivorian striker Lacina Traore scored on his debut for Anzhi to defeat his old club FC Kuban on Sunday. Two 
minutes before the break, the tall target gave Anzhi the eventual winner against the club he left last month, 
converting Mbark Boussoufa’s low cross. Dan Petrescu’s Kuban had earlier taken the lead in bizarre fashion 
in the opening seconds of the game as Igor Lolo’s pass deflected off Anzhi defender Joao Carlos’ 
outstretched leg and looped over goalkeeper Vladimir Gabulov into the net. Samuel Eto’o equalized on 31 
minutes after strong Anzhi pressure, tapping in on the rebound after his first effort was blocked by 
goalkeeper Alexander Belenov. The match died down in the second half, with both teams struggling to 
create chances. 
 

Two goals from Armenian-American striker Yura Movsisyan gave FC Krasnodar a surprise 2-1 win over 
Rubin Kazan. Movsisyan gave Krasnodar the lead on 41 minutes, hitting a shot into the empty net after 
goalkeeper Giedrius Arlauskis, granted a rare start in place of Sergei Ryzhikov, parried Vladimir Koman’s 
shot. Penalties at both ends just after the hour mark left the score 2-1 in Krasnodar’s favor, Movsisyan 
grabbing his second goal after Arlauskis brought down Marcio, before Bibras Natkho scored for Rubin 
following a foul by Alexander Ryazantsev. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 20th July 
Mordovia Saransk 2-3 Lokomotiv Moscow 

 

Saturday 21st July 
CSKA Moscow 1-0 FC Rostov 
Volga 1-0 Dinamo Moscow 
Alania 1-2 Spartak Moscow 

 

Sunday 22nd July 
Zenit St. Petersburg 2-0 Amkar Perm 

Krylya Sovetov 1-1 Terek Grozny 
Anzhi Makhachkala 2-1 Kuban Krasnodar 

 

Monday 23rd July 
Krasnodar 2-1 Rubin Kazan 

 

LEAGUE STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Zenit 1 1 0 0 3 
2 Lokomotiv 1 1 0 0 3 
3 Spartak 1 1 0 0 3 
4 Anzhi 1 1 0 0 3 
5 Krasnodar 1 1 0 0 3 
6 CSKA 1 1 0 0 3 
7 Volga 1 1 0 0 3 
8 Terek Grozny 1 0 1 0 1 
9 Krylya 1 0 1 0 1 

10 Mordovia 1 0 0 1 0 
11 Kuban Krasnodar 1 0 0 1 0 

12 Rubin Kazan 1 0 0 1 0 

13 Alania 1 0 0 1 0 

14 Dinamo 1 0 0 1 0 

15 Rostov 1 0 0 1 0 

16 Amkar Perm 1 0 0 1 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Thursday 26th July 
Kuban Krasnodar vs. Mordovia Saransk 

 

Friday 27th July 
Zenit St. Petersburg vs. Dinamo Moscow 

Amkar Perm vs. CSKA Moscow 
Lokomotiv Moscow vs. Krylya Sovetov 

 

Saturday 28th July 
Rostov vs. Anzhi Makhachkala 

Spartak Moscow vs. Volga 
 

Sunday 29th July 
Terek Grozny vs. Krasnodar 
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ATLÉTICO-GO FINALLY CLINCH A WIN 
Round Ten was completed in the midweek fixtures, Atlético Mineiro held their position at the Campeonato 
summit and maintained their two-point advantage over Vasco da Gama, with both teams securing wins. 
 
Fifth-placed Botafogo failed to put any pressure on the top four as they were held to a goal-less draw at the 
struggling Santos.  Both teams heavily depleted due to the Olympic commitments to many players. 
 
Gremio rose to fourth in the standings winning 3-1 at home to Sport Recife. Sport lead due to Felipe 
Azevedo's 39th-minute goal, but second-half strikes from Fernando, and substitute Leandro scoring twice in 
five minutes to seal the points for the hosts with midfielder Elano instrumental in the match-sealing goal. 
 
Cruzeiro climbed to sixth with a 2-0 win at ten-man Portuguesa, Wellington Paulista (penalty) and Diego 
Renan the men on target following Rogerio's 77th-minute red card. 
 
Nautico moved within two points of Ponte Preta by winning 3-0 against them at home. Joao Paulo started 
and finished the scoring, with Souza on target in between. 
 
Corinthians clinched only their third Campeonato win in ten games with an emphatic 3-0 success at 
Flamengo. Douglas' first-half brace put the visitors in control before Danilo's 55th-minute strike sealed 
matters. 
 
Vasco remain hot on their heels of the leaders thanks to a 1-0 win at Sao Paulo, defender Fagner scoring 
the solitary goal on 49 minutes. Sao Paulo were reduced to ten men when Rodrigo Caio was given his 
marching orders on 58 minutes and were unable to find an equaliser. 
 
Atlético overcome ten-man Internacional 3-1, the visitors were troubled by the 38th-minute dismissal of 
Andres D'Alessandro, the Argentine midfielder received two bookings in the space of a minute. In-form 
striker Guilherme (pictured middle right) put the table-toppers ahead on the stroke of half-time and 
Leonardo Silva doubled their lead just before the hour mark. Inter were given hope when Fred quickly got a 
goal back, the hope was dashed at the death when substitute Damian Escudero secured the result. 
 
Fluminense still remain unbeaten after thrashing Bahia 4-0 in Rio de Janeiro. Former Lyon striker Fred 
(pictured lower right) opened the scoring from the penalty spot in the 48th minute and Thiago Neves added 
a second goal seventeen minutes later. Fred converted another spot-kick in the 74th minute before second-
half substitute Wallace found the target three minutes from time to ensure all the points were going to 
Fluminense. 
 
Coritiba and Palmeiras played out a 1-1 draw at the Estadio Couto Pereira. The visitors had looked on 
course for all three points when Patrik gave them the lead in the 5th minute, but Anderson Aquino had 
other ideas and salvaged a point for the hosts with a 67th minute equaliser. 
 
Atlético Goianiense finally registered their first win of the Brasileirão after beating Figueirense 3-2 in 
Goiania. Caio opened the scoring for the visitors in the 23rd minute before Marcio equalised fifteen 
minutes later. Atlético took the lead just in the 58th minute courtesy of Felipe's strike, but four minutes 
later, Caio found the target again for Figueirense to make it 2-2. However, with eight minutes on the clock, 
Joilson smashed home the winner from the edge of the area much to the delight of the home fans. Atlético, 
however, still remain bottom of the league, while Figueirense continue to occupy seventeenth place. 

 
Will Burns 

Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Wednesday 18th July 
Santos 0-0 Botafogo 

Gremio 3-1 Sport Recife 
 

Thursday 19th July 
Portuguesa 0-2 Cruzeiro 
Nautico 3-0 Ponte Preta 

Flamengo 0-3 Corinthians 
Sao Paulo 0-1 Vasco da Gama 

Atlético Mineiro 3-1 Internacional 
 

Friday 20th July 
Fluminense 4-0 Bahia 
Coritiba 1-1 Palmeiras 

Atlético-GO 3-2 Figueirense 
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BERNARD 

STEALS THE 

SPOTLIGHT 

FOR 

MINIERO 
Part two of our round-
up features the 
weekend action in 
Round Eleven’s fixtures.  
 
Vasco remain hot on 
Atlético-MG’s heels 
after defeating Santos 
2-0 in Rio de Janeiro. 
Douglas opened the 
scoring for the Cruz de Malta in the 11th minute before Alecsandro found the target two minutes after the 
half-time break. 
 
Atlético Mineiro came from behind to beat Sport Recife 4-1 at the Ilha do Retiro. Gilberto gave the hosts 
the lead in the 25th minute before Danilinho leveled the score just after the half-hour mark. Atlético got 
themselves in front fourteen minutes into the second half via Ronaldinho's strike, and former Manchester 
City striker Jo doubled their advantage five minutes later. The 19-year-old Bernard finished the game off 
with a sublime effort. From the edge of the box he caught Magrao off his line and lofted an exquisite chip 
over him and into the far corner to cap an inspirational display. Galo became a bit complacent with their 
lead and allowed Sport more of the ball in the closing stages but they could find no more consolation. 
 
Corinthians were held to a 1-1 draw by their neighbours Portuguesa at the Pacaembu. Héverton fired the 
visitors in front in the 29th minute before Douglas netted the equaliser four minutes into the second-half. 
The result means Corinthians climb one place up the table to twelfth, while Portuguesa also move up one 
position to fifteenth. 
 
Copa do Brasil champions Palmeiras cruised to a comfortable 3-0 win against Náutico at the Arena Barueri. 
Obinha opened the scoring for the hosts in the 18th minute before Madinho’s stabbed the ball into the 
back of the net eleven minutes later. Five minutes into the second half, the game was already out of reach 
for Náutico as Márico Araújo found the target much to the satisfaction of the Palmeiras faithful. 
 
Internacional eased to a convincing 4-1 victory over Atlético Goianiense at the Beira-Rio. Elton put the hosts 
ahead in the 20th minute before Renie leveled the score seven minutes later. Inter got themselves in front 
straight after the half-time break thanks to Dagoberto's tap-in, and Jajá's goal twelve minutes later made it 
3-1. With fifteen minutes remaining on the clock, Fred secured the win for the Colorado, who now lie in 
seventh place in the Brasileirão. 
 
Cruzeiro have climbed up to fifth in the Campeonato Brasileiro after defeating Flamengo 1-0 in Minas 
Gerais. The only goal of the game came from Borges, who headed in Ceará's cross right on the stroke of 
half-time. 
 
São Paulo climbed up to sixth in the table following their 2-0 win at Figueirense. Young starlet Ademilson 
opened the scoring for the Tricolor Paulista after barely sixty seconds of play before Willian José found the 
target three minutes into stoppage time. 
 
Clarence Seedorf's first game for Botafogo ended in a whimper at the hands of Grêmio in Rio de Janeiro. 
Bolivian striker Marcelo Moreno scored the only goal of the game three minutes after the half-time break. 
 
Fluminense still remain unbeaten after scraping a 2-1 victory against Ponte Preta in Campinas. The visitors 
got themselves into the lead on the stroke of half-time when Thiago Neves' (pictured right) free-kick 
deflected off Rene Junior's head. With seven minutes remaining on the clock, Ponte thought they did 
enough to claim a point when Ferron found the target, but Fred's converted penalty in stoppage time 
ensured Fluminense went home with all three points. 
 
Coritiba came from two goals down to grab a point against Bahia at the Pituaçu. Souza fired the home side 
into the lead in the 9th minute before Mancini found the back of the net straight after the half-time. 
Everton Costa pulled one back for Coritiba in the 64th minute, and then four minutes later, Emerson netted 
the equaliser. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 21st July 
Vasco da Gama 2-0 Santos 

Sport Recife 1-4 Atlético Mineiro 
 

Sunday 22nd July 
Corinthians 1-1 Portuguesa 

Palmeiras 3-0 Nautico 
Internacional 4-1 Atlético-GO 

Cruzeiro 1-0 Flamengo 
Figueirense 0-2 Sao Paulo 

Botafogo 0-1 Gremio 
Ponte Preta 1-2 Fluminense 

Bahia 2-2 Coritiba 
 

SÉRIE A STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ATLETICO-MG 9 7 1 1 22 

2 VASCO 9 6 2 1 20 

3 FLUMINENSE 9 5 4 0 19 

4 BOTAFOGO 9 5 1 3 16 

5 SAO PAULO 9 5 1 3 16 

6 INTERNACIONAL 9 4 4 1 16 

7 GREMIO 9 5 0 4 15 

8 PONTE PRETA 9 4 3 2 15 

9 FLAMENGO 9 4 3 2 15 

10 CRUZEIRO 9 4 2 3 14 

11 SPORT RECIFE 9 3 3 3 12 

12 NAUTICO 9 3 1 5 10 

13 SANTOS 9 1 6 2 9 

14 CORINTHIANS 9 2 2 5 8 

15 PORTUGUESA 9 2 2 5 8 

16 FIGUEIRENSE 9 1 5 3 8 

17 CORITIBA 9 2 1 6 7 

18 BAHIA 9 1 4 4 7 

19 PALMEIRAS 9 1 3 5 6 

20 ATLETICO-GO 9 0 2 7 2 

FIXTURES 
 

Wednesday 18th July 
Santos vs. Botafogo 

Gremio vs. Sport Recife 
 

Thursday 19th July 
Portuguesa vs. Cruzeiro 
Nautico vs. Ponte Preta 

Flamengo vs. Corinthians 
Sao Paulo vs. Vasco da Gama 

Atlético Mineiro vs. Internacional 
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RED BULLS 

STAMPEDE 

PAST KANSAS 
It was a busy week in the MLS this 

week, it provided us with many 

good moments and some brilliant 

displays. San Jose remained top of 

the Western Conference for 

another week, New York Red Bulls 

regained top spot in the Eastern 

Conference. For a further week 

Portland Timbers and Toronto FC occupied last spot in both divisions. 
 

New York Red Bulls played their second match in a matter of days with a 1-0 victory over Chicago Fire. It was a 

fairly even game, but it was Red Bulls who captured the 3 points, courtesy of Thierry Henry, who struck a second-

half wonderstrike to give Red Bulls their 2nd win in 8 games. 
 

Portland Timbers slipped to yet another defeat, losing 1-0 to Chivas USA. A solitary goal from Miller Bolanos in the 

16th minute was enough to pile even more misery onto Timbers and give Chivas the win. 
 

Toronto FC collected their 5th win  of the season by beating Colorado Rapids 2-1 at BMO Field. They had to come 

from behind though as Conor Casey’s stunning 22th minute header gave the visitors the lead, but Ryan Johnson hit 

back in the 50th minute after missing a penalty earlier in the game. Andrew Wiedman grabbed the winner in the 

67th minute guiding Doneil Henry’s cross-shot out of the reach of Matt Pickens. 
 

Montreal Impact and New England Revolution met at the Saputo Stadium, with the home side getting back to 

winning ways thanks to Sanna Nyassi’s scrumptious volley in the 66th minute. Impact took the lead in the 27th 

minute, Patrice Bernier converting 3 spot-kicks but only the final one was awarded after players ran into the box. 

Lee Nguyen levelled it up just before half-time though, a ferocious shot at goal, smacked the cross bar and hit the 

back of Ricketts and unluckily ended up in the back of the net. Then in the 66th minute, stepped up Sanna Nyassi 

who sensationally volleyed home Justin Mapp’s cross to the backpost, showing unbelievable technique and 

subsequently giving his side the 3 points. 
 

Sporting Kansas City surrender top spot after slipping to a 2-1 loss at the hands of Houston Dynamo. Calen Carr 

was the hero for Houston, bagging a brace, the first in the 24th minute and the winner in the 78th minute after Kei 

Kamara had equalised from 12 yards. 
 

Two late goals earned LA Galaxy a valuable away draw against Vancouver Whitecaps. Whitecaps were 2-0 up and 

cruising until the 80th minute through goals from Gershon Koffie and former Middlesbrough and Celtic Midfielder, 

with a looping header. David Beckham reduced the deficit with a trademark strike from distance in the 80th minute 

and Galaxy salvaged the draw 3 minutes from time, Jose Villareal netting the important goal. 
 

San Jose Earthquakes got back to winning ways with a 2-1 victory over FC Dallas. Martin Chavez opening the 

scoring against his ex team in the 11th minute and Alan Gordon added to the lead on the stroke of half-time. 

Hernan Perutz headed home in the 88th minute and threatened to spoil the party, Dallas had an exceptional 

chance to win the game in stoppage time after Zach Loyd was fouled, Jair Benitez penalty was over and San Jose 

escaped. 
 

New York Red Bulls won their second game of the week against Philadelphia thanks to a double from Kenny 

Cooper, who now has 13 goals this season. 
 

Columbus Crew narrowly overcame D.C United after they won 1-0. Chris Birchall scoring the only goal of the game 

just before half-time. 
 

Houston Dynamo ran out 3-0 winners against Montreal Impact, an easy win for the home side inspired by 

Macoumba Kandji, who struck twice along with Bobby Boswell, who also got on the scoresheet. 
 

Sporting Kansas City played out a 0-0 draw with New England Revolution. 
 

FC Dallas thrashed Portland Timbers 5-0, goals from Hanyer Mosquera (O.G), Andrew Jacobson, Jackson, Scott 

Sealy and Ruben Luna earned Dallas an impressive win over bottom club Timbers. 
 

A poor defensive display from Colorado gifted Real Salt Lake a 2-0 win. Alvario Saborio and Will Johnson struck in a 

routine win. 
 

LA Galaxy kept up the 4 match unbeaten streak with a 3-1 win over Chivas USA, Landon Donovan struck twice and 

Robbie Keane got on the scoresheet in an impressive performance from Galaxy, Chivas scored in the 50th minute 

but it was only a consolation. 
 

San Jose Earthquakes failed to extend their lead even further at the top of the Western Conference after they 

suffered a shock 2-1 defeat to Vancouver Whitecaps. Dane Richards put Vancouver 1-0 up in the 19th minute, firing 

his 1st goal for the Whitecaps. Things were all square in the 37th minute though, Alan Gordon nodded home Martin 

Chavez’s pinpoint cross and net his 9th goal of the season. In the 60th minute however, Whitecaps grabbed a 

winner, Barry Robson coolly dispatching a penalty after Camilo Sanvezzi was brought down in the area, a big win 

for Whitecaps but not too disappointing for Earthquakes who retain to spot. 

 

Josh Lawless 
Twitter @BackOfTheNetJL 

Website - www.backofthenetfootball.wordpress.com 

RESULTS 
 

Wednesday 18th July 
New York Red Bulls 1-0 Chicago Fire 

Chivas USA 1-0 Portland Timbers 
 

Thursday 19th July 
Toronto FC 2-1 Colorado Rapids 

Montreal Impact 2-1 New England Revolution 
Houston Dynamo 2-1 Sporting Kansas City 

Vancouver Whitecaps 2-2 LA Galaxy 
San Jose Earthquakes 2-1 FC Dallas 

 

Saturday 21st July 
New York Red Bulls 2-0 Philadelphia Union 

 
Sunday 22nd July 

Columbus Crew 1-0 DC United 
Houston Dynamo 3-0 Montreal Impact 

Sporting Kansas City 0-0 New England Revolution 
FC Dallas 5-0 Portland Timbers 

Real Salt Lake 2-0 Colorado Rapids 
LA Galaxy 3-1 Chivas USA 

 
Monday 23rd July 

Vancouver Whitecaps 2-1 San Jose Earthquakes 
 

TABLES 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 NY Red Bulls 21 11 5 5 38 
2 Kansas City 21 11 4 6 37 
3      Houston 21 9 7 5 34 
4 D.C United 20 10 3 7 33 
5   Chicago Fire 20 9 4 7 31 
6 Columbus 18 7 4 7 25 
7 Montreal 23 7 3 13 24 
8 New England 20 6 5 9 23 
9 Philadelphia 18 6 2 10 20 

10 Toronto FC 20 5 4 11 19 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 San Jose 22 13 4 5 43 

2 Real Salt Lake 22 12 3 7 39 

3 Vancouver 22 9 7 6 34 

4 Seattle 20 8 7 5 31 

5 LA Galaxy 22 9 3 10 30 

6    Chivas USA 19 6 5 8 23 

7 Colorado 21 5 5 7 22 

8 FC Dallas 22 4 7 9 22 

9 Timbers 20 5 4 9 19 

FIXTURES 
 

ALL STAR GAME 
Wednesday 25th July 
Team MLS vs. Chelsea 

 
WEEK 21 – MLS 
Friday 27th July 

Real Salt Lake vs. Vancouver Whitecaps 
 

Saturday 28th July 
Toronto FC vs. Houston Dynamo 

Montreal Impact vs. New York Red Bulls 
FC Dallas vs. Los Angeles Galaxy 

Sporting Kansas City vs. Columbus Crew 
Colorado Rapids vs. Seattle Sounders 
San Jose Earthquakes vs. Chicago Fire 

Portland Timbers vs. Chivas USA 
 

Sunday 29th July 
Philadlephia Union vs. New England Revolution 
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LEON AND TIGRES ROAR 

Newcomers Club León enjoyed the perfect start to their promotion campaign with victory at Queretaro, 
whilst champions Santos Laguna also started their season with three points against San Luis Potosi. UANL 
Tigres, Tijuana and Toluca were the other teams to taste victory on the opening weekend of the Apertura 
with Chiapas, Guadalajara and Puebla the teams to suffer defeat. 
 
Club León re-joined the top division in style, returning with three points from their feisty affair at relegation 
rivals Queretaro. Leon made a dream start to the match as Hernan Burbano despatched a 2nd minute 
penalty, however visiting defender Ignacio Gonzalez was dubiously shown a red card just before the break. 
Queretaro had the chance to level the scores with only 8 minutes remaining but Carlos Bueno saw his 
penalty saved by Edgar Hernandez. The home side had Marco Jimenez dismissed late on before Edwin 
Hernandez wrapped up the points for León in stoppage time with a close range effort. 
 
UANL Tigres were the big winners of the weekend as they ran out 4-0 winners at Chiapas to leave them in 
pole position after week one. Alan Pulido opened the scoring with a tap in whilst centre back Juninho’s 
volley doubled the lead within 20 minutes. Lucas Lobos made it three as his deflected effort wrong-footed 
Edgar Hernandez in the Jaguares goal. Manuel Viniegra completed the scoring five minutes before the 
break as he slotted home Juninho’s clever through ball to leave his side top of the division. 
 
Santos Laguna carried their Clausura winning form into the new season as they edged past San Luis Potosi 
at the Estadio Nuevo Corona. A frantic opening five minutes saw the away side take the lead through Emilio 
Lopez’s 25 yard strike only for Darwin Quintero to pull his side level soon after, the Columbian hitman 
bundling home from a corner. Despite numerous chances to take the lead, the home supporters had to 
wait until the 75th minute for the winner, as Herculez Gomez beat the offside trap before slotting past Oscar 
Perez to give the champions an opening day win. 
 
Toluca’s season started with a bang as Carlos Esquivel broke the deadlock after just two minutes against 
Guadalajara, the Mexican winger cutting in from the left and firing home with his right boot. Juan Carlos 
Cacho made it 2-0 before the interval, receiving Lucas Silva’s slide rule pass before smashing home from 25 
yards. Guadalajara, who started with 17 year old sensation Carlos Fierro in attack, reduced the deficit 
through Rafael Marquez with 20 minutes remaining but it was not enough to stop Toluca securing all three 
points. 
 
Set pieces proved vital at the Estadio Caliente as Tijuana defeated Puebla by two goals to nil. First Fernando 
Arce curled home from the edge of the area to give the home side the lead, and Pablo Aguilar rounded off 
the victory late on, reacting quickest to nod home after Arce’s corner was flicked into the six yard box. 
 
Martin Bravo (pictured right) saw his fabulous early effort cancelled out by his goalkeeper as Atlas and 
Pumas UNAM finished a goal apiece. Bravo capitalised on a misplaced Pumas pass by thumping home from 
more than 18 yards after just eight minutes. His goal would not earn his side the three points it deserved 
however, as Alejandro Palacios mis-timed his punch from a corner and the ball ended up in his own net to 
give Atlas a share of the points. 
 
Ricardo La Volpe and Hugo Sanchez’s volatile relationship was renewed as Atlante and Pachuca met at 
Estadio Andres Quintana Roo. The pair’s ill feeling though, did not make this a classic as their sides drew a 
blank in front of goal. Monterrey and America also failed to find the net whilst Cruz Azul and Morelia played 
out a stalemate in the capital.  

Paul Abrahams 
Twitter @Abes89 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 20th July 
Chiapas 0-4 UANL Tigres 

Tijuana 2-0 Puebla 
 

Saturday 21st July 
Cruz Azul 0-0 Morelia 

Queretaro 0-2 Club Leon 
Monterrey 0-0 America 

Santos Laguna 2-1 San Luis Potosi 
Atlas 1-1 Pumas UNAM 

 
Sunday 22nd July 

Toluca 2-1 Guadalajara 
Atlante 0-0 Pachuca 

 

STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 UANL Tigres 1 1 0 0 3 
2 Club Leon 1 1 0 0 3 
3 Tijuana 1 1 0 0 3 

4 
Santos 
Laguna 

1 1 0 0 3 

5 Toluca 1 1 0 0 3 
6 Atlas 1 0 1 0 1 
7 Pumas UNAM 1 0 1 0 1 
8 America 1 0 1 0 1 
9 Atlante 1 0 1 0 1 

10 Cruz Azul 1 0 1 0 1 
11 Monterrey 1 0 1 0 1 

12 Morela 1 0 1 0 1 

13 Pachuca 1 0 1 0 1 

14 Guadalajara 1 0 0 1 0 

15 
San Luis 
Potosi 

1 0 0 1 0 

16 Puebla 1 0 0 1 0 

17 Queretaro 1 0 0 1 0 

18 Chiapas 1 0 0 1 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Friday 27th July 
Morelia vs. Monterrey 
Club Leon vs. Tijuana 

 
Saturday 28th July 
America vs. Chiapas 

UANL Tigres vs. Atlante 
Pachuca vs. Atlas 

San Luis Potosi vs. Cruz Azul 
 

Sunday 29th July 
Puebla vs. Toluca 

Pumas UNAM vs. Queretaro 
Guadalajara vs. Santos Laguna 
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PSG – ‘THE 

STAR THEY’VE 

BEEN WAITING FOR’ 
With the acquisition of Zlatan 

Ibrahimović, Paris Saint-Germain have 

finally secured the marquee signing 

they had been chasing since Qatar 

Sports Investments bought the club. 
 

At around a rumoured €20m, the Swede cost less than half of 
what PSG paid for his team-mates Javier Pastore and Thiago Silva 
but his name will resonate much further. French newspaper 
L’Equipe adeptly described him as “the star they have been 
waiting for,” while PSG sporting director Leonardo called it “the 
biggest transfer in club history”. 
 

By signing one of the major stars in the sport, PSG have proved 
their ability to attract players of the very highest calibre to Parc 
des Princes. PSG had spent over €100m on new players prior to 
the beginning of this summer’s transfer window but they were still 
seeking to attract a name from the uppermost reaches of the 
sport’s stratosphere. 
 

The breakthrough arrived last week, when PSG managed to 
resurrect a €42m move for Brazil captain Thiago Silva that 
appeared to have fallen through in June. At last, PSG had a world-
renowned player of undeniable pedigree and his former Milan 
colleague Ibrahimović was quick to follow. Having missed out on 
David Beckham, Alexandre Pato and Carlos Tevez in very public 
fashion since the turn of the year, PSG finally had their man, and 
Ibrahimović did not disappoint during his official presentation on 
Wednesday. 
 

 

 

The 30-year-old met the press with trademark self-
assurance and then grinned through the fan hysteria that 
greeted him at public appearances on the Champs-Elysees 
and next to the Eiffel Tower. Presenting Ibrahimović in 
front of Paris’ iconic landmark was a cunning marketing 
coup, guaranteeing widespread media coverage that 
depicted the club at the heart of a city that is often 
accused of showing scant regard for football. 
 

Now that PSG have so much quality in their ranks, 
L’Equipe has asked if the club can already start to 
contemplate Champions League glory but Marseille 
captain Steve Mandanda says they should not get ahead 
of themselves. “On paper, PSG are the favourites and 
should dominate the championship,” he said. “But last 
year, that’s what was expected at the start of the season, 
and it was Montpellier who won.”  
 

Meanwhile, French President Francois Hollande’s 
government has questioned the figures of Ibrahimović 
wages. Reportedly, it is understood Ibrahimović receive a 
total of €14m after tax. Hollande’s socialist government 
are poised to bring in a super-tax of 75% on incomes over 
€1m, meaning Zlatan would have to receive a salary in the 
region of €70-80m from Qatar-owned PSG to maintain his 
take-home pay. 
 

“Between you and me I think a lot of people are shocked 
by the income the player you are talking about will make,” 
government spokeswomen Najat Vallaud-Belkacem said, 
while Sports Minister Valerie Fourneyron attacked 
spiralling pay for footballers across Europe at a time of 
economic hardship. “European clubs’ deficits are worth 
Eur1.5 billion at the moment – that should be cause for 
thought,” she added. French Football League (LFP) 
president Frederic Thiriez suggested in February that 
Hollande’s proposed tax changes would lead to the 
departure of up to 150 players from Ligue 1 – around a 
quarter of the total – sowing the seeds of the “death of 
French football” 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

TRANSFER SHORTS 
FRANCE: Burkina 
Faso international midfielder 
Alain Traore has left Auxerre to 
join fellow French side Lorient 
on a four-year deal after 
passing a medical, the Brittany 
club have announced. The 24-
year-old Traore, who once had 
an unsuccessful trial at 
Manchester United, had been 
at Auxerre for seven years. He 
scored nine goals in Ligue 1 last 
season but was unable to 
prevent Auxerre from being 
relegated to the second tier. No 
fee has been announced for the 
transfer of Traore, who has 
been capped 22 times by his 
country. 
 

SPAIN: Atlético Madrid coach 

Diego Simeone insists forward 

Adrian will not leave Atlético 

Madrid during the transfer 

window. The talented forward 

has been linked with a Vicente 

Calderon exit, but the Argentine 

trainer has poured cold water 

on the rumours. "The arrival of 

new players will make us more 

competitive, so there is 

internal competition. The major 

players need to stay," Simeone 

told reporters when asked 

about the 24-year-old's future. 
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LODEIRO 

LEAVES 

AJAX FOR BRAZIL 
 

Brazilian side Botafogo have 
completed the signing of 
Uruguayan wonderkid Nicolás 
Lodeiro from Ajax for an 
undisclosed fee. 
 

The deal was confirmed on Botafogo’s official 

website on Friday, and Lodeiro will link up with his 

new team-mates after the Olympic Games. 
 

Making his debut for Uruguayan giants Nacional 

aged just 18, Lodeiro enjoyed national honours in 

his second season in senior football as Nacional 

won the Primera División in 2008-09. Although still 

a teenager, Lodeiro played in 25 of Nacional’s 32 

league fixtures that season, earning rave reviews 

and showing maturity beyond his years. 
 

After helping his side reach the semi-finals of the 

Copa Libertadores in 2009, Lodeiro began to 

attract interest from a number of European clubs 

and few were surprised when the midfielder left 

for Dutch giants Ajax in January 2010. Although 

linking up with compatriots Luis Suarez  - who had 

recommended Nicolás to Ajax boss Martin Jol - and 

Bruno Silva somewhat softened the blow of having 

to leave his home continent, Lodeiro predictably 

struggled to make an immediate impact at Ajax, 

only making ten appearances in all competitions. 
 

Included in Uruguay’s 2010 World Cup squad, 

Lodeiro did little to boost his chances of first-team 

football at the Amsterdam Arena by first becoming 

the tournament’s first player to be sent off, and 

then picking up an injury that kept him out for the 

entire 2010-11 campaign. 

To his credit, Lodeiro recovered to make 12 

Eredivisie appearances for Ajax last season, 

scoring his first league goals for the club and also 

netting against Dinamo Zagreb in the Champions 

League. Unfortunately, it was too little, too late 

to save his Ajax career, and the Dutch giants 

have allowed Lodeiro to leave as they prepare to 

defend their league title in 2012-13. 
 

Five years ago, Lodeiro’s decision to leave 

Europe for the Brazilian top-flight would have 

been viewed as a huge step backwards, but the 

league has markedly improved in recent years as 

national heroes return home to end their careers 

and Brazil’s youngsters now choose to bide their 

time at home rather than rushing into an ill-

advised move to Europe. 
 

In joining Botafogo – currently just one point shy 

of fourth place and a Copa Libertadores berth – 

Lodeiro follows in the footsteps of Dutch 

midfielder Clarence Seedorf, who left Europe 

for The Lone Star at the start of the month. The 

fanfare surrounding the former AC Milan and 

Real Madrid schemer, who still dominates 

Botafogo’s official website over 20 days after 

joining, will take some of the pressure off 

Lodeiro. 
 

At the age of 23, Lodeiro has played just 81 

games at club level – Seedorf has made over 800 

appearances. Named as Man of the Match in just 

his second senior appearance for Uruguay, 

Lodeiro clearly has talent, and moving back to 

South America can help him settle and 

rediscover the form that led him to Europe in the 

first place. He needs more first-team football, 

and Lodeiro is more likely to play regularly at 

Botafogo than Ajax. 
 

A statement on Botafogo’s official website said: 

“Botafogo closed on Thursday the signing of 

Uruguayan Nicolas Lodeiro, 23. The player, who 

signed for four years with the club, is meeting 

with the Uruguayan team in preparation for the 

Olympics in London, and [will] submit to 

Botafogo after the competition.” 
 

Dan Rawley 
Twitter @efctufc1995 

Website – www.drawley.wordpress.com 
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GAGO 

SIGNS FOR 

VALENCIA 
Argentinean midfielder Fernando 

Gago is the latest new face to 

arrive at Valencia, the 26-year-

old joining new head coach 

Mauricio Pellegrino, João Pereira 

and Andrés Guardado. 
 

Valencia can rely on the services of defensive 

midfielder Fernando Gago for the next four seasons 

after the Argentinean agreed to leave La Liga 

champions Real Madrid for a fee reported to be in 

the region of €9M. 

The 26-year-old spent last season on loan at AS 
Roma where he scored once in 30 Serie A games. 
He had previously netted once in 92 top flight 
matches for Madrid after signing for the club from 
Boca Juniors for €20.5M in December 2006. 
 
"It was a quick decision in deciding to come here as 
they spoke of good things to me at the club," Gago 
informed a press conference after his presentation 
in front of 3,000 fans at Mestalla. "It's a positive 
change for me on footballing and personal 
grounds. My objective is to play as many games as 
possible and to help the team. I'm here to win 
titles. I have nothing to demonstrate, and I am 
grateful for everything that I have won in Madrid, 
now I just want to do my best for my new club. My 
position? I will play where the coach wants me to 
play". 
 
Valencia have also brought in new coach Mauricio 
Pellegrino, Portuguese full-back João Pereira and 
Mexican midfielder Andrés Guardado ahead of the 
new season. 

 
Will Burns 

Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

  
 

 

MCCLAREN 

SIGNS THE 

EXPERIENCED 

BULYKIN 
Russian striker Dmitri Bulykin has 
signed a one year deal with FC 
Twente, his third different 
Eredivisie club in as many seasons.  
 

The 32 year old, who won the title last season with 
Ajax, completed his free transfer and was unveiled on 
Friday. Bulykin rose to prominence while on loan with 
ADO Den Haag, scoring 21 goals in just 30 games 
before sealing a move to Ajax. Restricted to occasional 
appearances from the bench, Bulykin refused to 
extend his contract and left the champions. However, 
the Russian did manage to score nine goals in 19 
appearances bringing his Eredivisie total to an 
impressive 40 goals in just 59 games. 
 

The experienced striker will wear number nine for 
Twente as he looks to fill the gap left by Luuk de Jong’s 
€12million move to Borussia Monchengladbach and is 
a welcome signing for Twente fans unimpressed with 
the performances of Glynor Plet. Luc Castaignos of 
Inter is still considered Steve McClaren’s number one 
target, however talks appear to be progressing slowly. 
 

Karl Browne 
Twitter @EredivisieNerd 

Website - http://thedutchfootballpod.co.uk 
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 DATE NAME/NATIONALITY FROM TO FEE  

17th July Adrian Mariappa (ENG) Watford (ENG) Reading (ENG) Undisclosed 

17th July Chris Gunter (ENG) Nottingham Forest (ENG) Reading (ENG) Undisclosed 

18th July Massimo Paci (ITA) Novara (ITA) Siena (ITA) Undisclosed 

18th July Zlatan Ibrahimović (SWE) AC Milan (ITA) Paris Saint-Germain (FRA) €20m 

18th July Luuk de Jong (NED) FC Twente (NED) Borussia Monchengladbach (GER) €15m 

18th July Nathaniel Clyne (ENG) Crystal Palace (ENG) Southampton (ENG) Tribunal 

18th July Modipo Maiga (MAL) FC Sochaux (FRA) West Ham United (ENG) Undisclosed 

18th July Khalid Boulahrouz (NED) Stuttgart (GER) Sporting Lisbon (POR) Free 

18th July Marko Mitrovic (SWE) Chelsea (ENG) Brescia (ITA) Undisclosed 

19th July Fernando Gago (ARG) Real Madrid (ESP) Valencia (ESP) Undisclosed 

19th July Nicolás Lodeiro (URU) Ajax Amsterdam (NED) Botafogo (BRA) Undisclosed 

19th July Faustino Marcos Alberto Rojo (ARG) Spartak Moscow (RUS) Sporting Lisbon (POR) Undisclosed 

19th July Romain Hamouma (FRA) Caen (FRA) AS Saint-Etienne (FRA) Undisclosed 

19th July Lucas Castro (ARG) Racing Club (ARG) Catania (ITA) Undisclosed 

19th July Mathías Abero (URU) Nacional (URU) Bologna (ITA) Undisclosed 

19th July DimitrI Bulykin (RUS) Ajax Amsterdam (NED) FC Twente (NED) Free 

20th July Paulo Gazzaniga (ESP) Gillingham (ENG) Southampton (ENG) Undisclosed 

20th July Ilan Boccara (FRA) Paris Saint-Germain (FRA) Ajax Amsterdam (NED) Undisclosed 

20th July Sastre (ESP) Huesca (ESP) Real Valladolid (ESP) Undisclosed 
20th July Antonio Rukavina (SER) 1860 Munich (GER) Real Valladolid (ESP) Undisclosed 
20th July Djakaridja Kone (CIV) Dinamo Bucharest (ROM) Evian TG (FRA) Undisclosed 

20th July Rafael Sobis (BRA) Al Jazira (UAE) Fluminense (BRA) Free 

21st July Patricio Rodríguez (ARG) Independiente (ARG) Santos (BRA) Undisclosed 

21st July Fágner (BRA) Vasco da Gama (BRA) Wolfsburg (GER) Undisclosed 

21st July Diego Souza (BRA) Vasco da Gama (BRA) Al-Ittihad (KSA) Undisclosed 

21st July Alain Traore (BUR) Auxerre (FRA) Lorient (FRA) Undisclosed 

21st July Andrea Campagnolo (ITA) Catania (ITA) Siena (ITA) Free 

21st July Quincy Amarikwa (USA) Colorado Rapids (USA) Toronto FC (CAN) Undisclosed 

 22nd July Omar Elabdellaoui (NOR) Manchester City (ENG) Feyenoord (NED) Loan  

 23rd July Tim Cahill (AUS) Everton (ENG) New York Red Bulls (USA) Undisclosed  

 23rd July Gonzalo Prósperi (ARG) Argentinos Juniors (ARG) San Lorenzo (ARG) Undisclosed  

 23rd July Ishmael Yartey (GHA) Benfica (POR) Sochaux (FRA) Undisclosed  

 23rd July Raphael Spiegel (SWI) Grasshopper (SWI) West Ham United (ENG) Undisclosed  

 23rd July Birkir Bjarnason (ICE) Standard Liege (BEL) Pescara (ITA) Loan  
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GREAT BRITAIN 
The last time the GB Olympic football team featured in the Olympics was 1960 – some 50 odd years ago. Now, 
they are back again. Fit and fresh. Much is expected of them back home, and with a mixture of young guns and 
wiry old foxes for coach Stuart Pearce to select from – there is cause for optimism. 
 

Many were left stunned by Pearce’s decision not to go with LA Galaxy midfielder David Beckham as he missed 
out on being picked for the squad. However, it shows Pearce isn’t going to be pressured into doing things from 
the media and his style is about the team, not just one individual.  
 

There is a high chance of Team GB snatching a medal in the Games, whether it be gold or not is remain to be 
seen. The squad is one of talent, with Welshman Aaron Ramsey – a player who could set the stage alight while 
others such as skipper Ryan Giggs, forward Daniel Sturridge – who is looking to overcome a recent sustained 
injury – and Micah Richards – who was so often omitted from the England setup under former boss Fabio 
Capello – are all players to look out for. 
 

The team can make history if things go to plan in London. You can’t exactly complain about the squad, or indeed 
the group the side have been placed in. They are good enough to progress and who knows what will occur after 
that. Let’s just hope they give us something to cheer about….just something. 
 

FIXTURES  
 

Thursday 26th July 
U.A.E. vs. Uruguay (Manchester 17:00) 

Great Britain vs. Senegal (Manchester 20:00) 
 

Sunday 29th July 
Senegal vs. Uruguay (Wembley 17:00) 

Great Britain vs. U.A.E. (Wembley 19:45) 
 

Wednesday 1st August 
Senegal vs. U.A.E. (Coventry 19:45) 

Great Britain vs. Uruguay (Cardiff 19:45) 
 

 

 

SENEGAL 
The African nation will be one of the first-timers at the Olympic Football Tournament. No-one is 

really expecting much of them – and that, in my eyes, could play into their hands. They are underdogs. 
 
To seal the place in the Games, the team had to beat Oman in a one-off play-off tie in Coventry back in April – 
and they made sure of the win with reasonable ease. 
 
The country’s squad is brimming with exciting, fresh talent.  Dame N’Doye, 2011-12 Danish top flight top scorer, 
has pace to burn and an eye for goal while Everton’s Magaye Gueye and West Ham’s Mohamed Diame will also 
be at the Games. 
 
They can head into this tournament with confidence. As said, it’s their first ever participation in the Olympics – 
so anything could happen. They’ve proved they are one of the strongest forces in African football – now it’s time 
to prove they can cut it against some of the best in Europe, too. 
 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
The United Arab Emirates have reached the qualifying stages every single time for the Men’s Olympic Football 
Tournament since 1980 yet have never, until this year, secured a place in the actual Games. So it’s a milestone 
reached. And now they’re here, Mahdi Ali’s men won’t want to crash out early. 
 
To book their place at the Games, they had to edge past Uzbekistan. They took a while to get going in qualifying 
but towards the backend of the campaign they developed and only conceded just twice. And that is a positive to 
take into the Games. The team’s defence is one of their most prized assets and when up against good attacking 
teams like Team GB and Uruguay – this is a significant factor. 
 
One player to watch is forward Ismail Matar who is one of Emirates’ football biggest stars. He’s one of the three 
over-aged individuals, and will bring much needed guile and experience to a side looking to cause an upset. 
 

URUGUAY 
The Uruguay Olympic football team have an impressive history in the Games, having secured gold 

medals in Paris 1924 and Amsterdam 1928 – their last participation to date. The competition has been kind to 
them in the past – but will it be again? 
 
If the senior side is anything to go by, then one would be foolish to overlook this Uruguayan side. It’s one of raw 
talent, bursting with pace and technically gifted individuals. Luis Suarez, of Liverpool, is always a threat while 
Napoil striker Edinson Cavani, likewise, is a danger in the final third. 
 
The team is currently in somewhat of a ‘Golden Era’ period where success has been prominent in recent times. 
The manager, Oscar Tabarez, has said he knows what the people are expecting and he believes the resources 
and quality is in place in order to ensure a respectable finish. He said: “It’s easy for people to come out and say 
we should be going to the Olympics to win. They’re risking nothing by saying that. We know very well what we 
should be aiming for and the factors we have in our favor to achieve that.”  It’s not Paris. Or Amsterdam. But this 
Uruguay side have a good as chance as any. Watch out. 
 

Nathan Carr 
Twitter @PDTL_Podcast 
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MEXICO 
Mexico made their Olympic debut at the 1928 Amsterdam Games, exiting the competition without winning a 
single point. They fared much better when hosting the competition 40 years later at Mexico City, taking fourth 
place, their best performance to date, a success they followed up by reaching the last eight at Munich 1972. 
Present at four of the nine Olympic Games held since then, the Mexicans reached the quarter-finals at Atlanta 
1996 and made their last appearance at Athens 2004, where they came within a point of reaching the group 
phase with the squad they walk into London with, they may be hoping of taking a medal this time round. 
 

The majority of this team has just tasted gold in the CONCACAF Under-23 championship and achieved third-
place in the FIFA Under-20 World Cup last year and although Mexico lost 1-0 to Spain on Wednesday in its 
second Olympic tune-up, El Tri should be heartened that they competed well against such a top team in their 
home country. That Mexico has performed ably against two European teams so far in two friendlies should 
satisfy fans, who anxiously await the start of the Olympics. Undoubtedly, a medal at the Olympics would further 
boost Mexico's international reputation, one solidified by both senior and junior team showings in recent 
tournaments, and would send a burst of confidence as El Tri builds toward World Cup 2014. A strong Olympic 
tournament could not only bring hardware, but it would be a symbolic victory, as well. It could be the moment 
where Mexico makes the leap from a strong North American team to a feared international foe. 
 

Mexico did not put a foot wrong on the road to London 2012, winning all five of their matches at the CONCACAF 
Championship, scoring 26 goals in the process and conceding only three. Alan Pulido and Marco Fabian were 
their top scorers with five goals apiece. Scoring should not be a problem in London for the Mexicans, as they 
carry a potent offensive team into the Olympics and should be able to score enough to compete with most 
teams. In the Olympic qualifying tournament, Mexico scored 16 goals in five matches en route to the 
tournament title. Against better competition, Mexico scored 14 goals in just five games in the Toulon 
tournament in France. A starting front line of Marco Fabian, Oribe Peralta, Javier Aquino and Giovani Dos 
Santos is certainly formidable. Although Mexico manager Luis Fernando Tena isn't the most dynamic tactical 
manager, he has several versatile players who would allow him to stray from the usual 4-2-3-1 formation. 
Mexico could easily sport a 4-3-3 and not worry about whether the players could adapt. 
 

FIXTURES 
 

Thursday 26th July 
Mexico vs. Korea Republic (Newcastle 14:30) 

Gabon vs. Switzerland (Newcastle 17:15) 
 

Sunday 29th July 
Mexico vs. Gabon (Coventry 14:30) 

Korea Republic vs. Switzerland 17:15) 
 

Wednesday 1st August 
Mexico vs. Switzerland (Cardiff 17:00) 

Korea Republic vs. Gabon (Wembley 17:00) 
 

 

 

KOREA REPUBLIC 
The Koreans have taken part in eight Olympic finals, including six consecutive appearances, and they 

return to the British capital, where they made their debut on the international stage in 1948. London still 
remains as a vivid memory for the South Koreans, who beat Mexico 5-3 to reach the quarter-finals, although a 
subsequent heavy 12-0 defeat by Sweden ended their maiden journey. However, it took more than half a 
century for them to repeat the feat at Athens 2004. Kim Ho-Kon’s charges came from three goals down to earn a 
3-3 draw with Mali that booked their passage to the last eight, where they lost 3-2 to eventual silver medalists 
Paraguay. The medals proved elusive for the South Koreans last time out as well, as the young Taeguk Warriors 
failed to progress through the group stage of Beijing 2008. 
 

Having led Korea Republic to the quarter-finals of the 2009 FIFA Under-20 World Cup, head coach Hong Myung-
Bo took charge of the Under-23 side that would later go on to finish third at the Asian Games the following year. 
With all the players Hong has overseen through the ranks, the class of Egypt 2009 provide the backbone of the 
current squad. 

 

GABON 
The lesser known of the Africans, Gabon are debutants at the Games. However, they head to 

London as champions of the CAF Under-23 qualifying tournament, where they shocked the heavily favoured 
Moroccans in the final. That surprise success in 2011 has continued to fill the Young Panthers with self-belief 
and ambition. “We are going to play the Olympic Games for the first time after bringing home the first trophy 
in Gabon history. That makes us very proud, but it is not the end of the story,” said coach Claude-Albert 
Mbourounot. 
 

The key player for Gabon is 22-year-old striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, he was a breakout star in this years 
African Nations Cup, co-hosted by his country in January, and they will look to him for goals if they are to 
reached the knockout stages. 
 

SWITZERLAND 
Finally, the Swiss are back at the tournament for the first time in 84 years. Switzerland last contested 

the tournament at the Amsterdam in 1928, but failed to survive the first hurdle in a 4-0 defeat to Germany. The 
greatest triumph in the association's history had come four years earlier in Paris with a march to the final, 
although Uruguay prevailed 3-0 and the Swiss went home with silver medals. Overall, the Alpine nation have 
triumphed just once in significant global tournaments, when winning the FIFA U-17 World Cup 2009 in Nigeria. 
 

The junior generation which triumphed in Nigeria has now matured into a team capable of causing a stir in 
London. A handful of the youngsters who collected the U-17 crown will reappear and the Swiss FA’s (SFV) long-
term talent development programme is slowly but surely creating a force. Runner-up at UEFA’s Under-21 
Championship 2011 was a great achievement and points to a well-stocked reservoir of potential in the nation’s 
footballing youth. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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BRAZIL 
Before looking at our front page this week, did you know that Brazil have never won Olympic gold. 

When you consider that Brazil have won the FIFA World Cup a record five times and the likes of Romario, 
Rivaldo, Ronaldo and Ronaldinho have all represented A Seleção at the Olympics, it is hard to comprehend just 
how the gold medal has continued to elude them. The closest the Brazilians have come to date are silver medals 
in 1984 and 1988, followed by bronzes collected at 1996 and 2008 – near-misses that have made ending this 
Olympic drought a matter of national pride. 

 
The CBF (Brazilian FA) have practically informed coach Mano Menezes to end this drought or forget about 
leading the team in the World Cup when they host it in 2014. Menezes has a fantastic chance of delivering, as 
the squad is thoroughly enthused by the vast potential of their crop of Under-23 starlets. Enjoying top billing is 
Santos golden boy Neymar, who has also firmly established himself as a key figure in attack for 
the Auriverde senior squad. With the jewel in O Peixe’s crown expected to lead the line at these games, where 
he should be joined by his Santista colleague Paulo Henrique Ganso, Sao Paulo flyer Lucas and Internacional 
hitman Leandro Damiao – all of whom are also full internationals – Brazil are strong favourites to lift the gold. 

 
The national obsession with filling this particular gap in Brazil’s bulging trophy cabinet has meant ‘Projeto 
Londres’ has become an integral part of head coach Mano Menezes’ remit at the helm of A Seleção. What's 
more, success with this particular group of rising young talents would be handed particular significance, and 
hopefully generate valuable momentum, given the immense pressure already on Brazil to claim a sixth global 
crown when hosting the 2014 World Cup. 
 

FIXTURES  
 

Thursday 26th July 
Belarus vs. New Zealand (Coventry 19:45) 

Brazil vs. Egypt (Cardiff 19:45) 
 

Sunday 29th July 
Egypt vs. New Zealand (Manchester 12:00) 

Brazil vs. Belarus (Manchester 15:00) 
 

Wednesday 1st August 
Brazil vs. New Zealand (Newcastle 14:30) 

Egypt vs. Belarus (Glasgow 14:30) 
 

 

 

EGYPT 
Though Egypt have qualified on 12 previous occasions, they have only played in ten Olympic Games, 

after dropping out of the 1956 and 1980 editions for political reasons. All of their appearances, with the 
exception of ’92 in Barcelona, predate the restructuring of the tournament as a Under-23 competition. 
Egypt have survived the group stages only four times, with their best result still their fourth-place finishes at 
1928 and 1968. 
 

Hany Ramzy first took charge of his country’s Olympic squad in 2009. The former Egypt international defender 
has proved equally effective as a coach, with his charges destined for their first Olympic appearance in 20 years 
after taking third at the CAF Under-23 Championship in December of last year. The Baby Pharoahs began the 
group stages with a convincing 1-0 victory over subsequent champions Gabon, only to lose to Côte d'Ivoire by 
the same margin in their next game. A 2-0 defeat of South Africa in their final group match was enough to see 
them through to the semi-finals, where they were beaten 3-2 by hosts Morocco, but an assured 2-0 victory over 
Senegal in the match for third place guaranteed them a trip to London. 
 

Asked about his side’s ambitions for London 2012, Ramzy was bullish, saying, “We’re not going there just to ‘do 
well’.” His side’s intensive pre-tournament schedule of nine friendlies and participation in the Toulon 
Tournament certainly suggests that the Baby Pharoahs are aiming high this year. With the failure of 
the Egypt senior team to qualify for the this years’ Africa Cup of Nations, fans will hope the Under-23 side can 
provide some much-needed cheer at London 2012.   
 

BELARUS 
Belarus have yet to appear at the finals of a major tournament since gaining independence after the collapse of 
the former Soviet Union in 1991, so qualifying for the Men’s Olympic Football Tournament 2012 is without 
question the greatest success in the nation’s footballing history. However, a berth in London is the reward for 
the game’s consistent and rapid development in the landlocked nation of 9.5 million inhabitants. 
 

Belarus have every reason to look to the future with great optimism. The new generation undoubtedly has the 
potential to spring surprise after surprise on the global and continental stage. The youthful promise is already 
seeping through into the senior national team, as evidenced by the creditable UEFA EURO 2012 qualifying 
record of three wins, four draws and three defeats. 
 

NEW ZEALAND 
New Zealand made their debut four years ago in Beijing and the Kiwis had a mixed experience opening with a 1-
1 draw against China PR, with the hosts denying a NZ victory thanks only to an equaliser two minutes from time. 
There followed a 5-0 capitulation against Brazil, with the New Zealanders displaying trademark spirit to bounce 
back in their final match against Belgium, only to suffer a 1-0 defeat against the eventual semi-finalists.  
 

New Zealand football has enjoyed significant growth in recent years, a fact reflected with impressive 
performances in 2011 by New Zealand’s two youth teams at their respective FIFA tournaments. Now the class of 
2012 will have the opportunity to shine in front of a watching world under English coach Neil Emblen. London 
2012 will be a homecoming of sorts for the Wolverhampton Wanderers player who has impressed in recent 
years with his work as a player/coach in the domestic national league at Auckland-based Waitakere United. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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SPAIN 
Spain return to the Olympics after 12 years and they are poised to make their return victorious. 

Their last appearance was at Sydney 2000, with a team that included current world champions Xavi and Carles 
Puyol. La Roja lost in the final that year to Samuel Eto’o’s Cameroon, but in doing so won their first footballing 
silver medal since Antwerp 1920. Spain struck gold as hosts of Barcelona 1992, and that remains their only 
success in nine Olympic campaigns to date. Kiko was their hero on that occasion, his goal in the 90th minute 
sealing a 3-2 victory over Poland. 

 
Spain have produced many talented youth teams in recent years, but their prolonged failure to reach the 
Olympics had become a real sore point. Now, though, the current crop of young talents are showing they have 
the ability to take up the baton from the all-conquering golden generation, and London 2012 should be the 
perfect stage for them to prove their credentials. The U-23 squad is brimming with quality, from the safe hands 
of David de Gea in goal and the energy of right-back Cesar Azpilicueta, to the midfield flair of Ander Herrera and 
the clinical finishing of forward Adrian. With players of this calibre, Spain will be confident of mounting a strong 
challenge for Olympic gold. 

 
Coach Luis Milla had no shortage of talent at his disposal when the time came to pick his squad for the Olympics. 
Several of the youngsters who helped Spain to qualify for London 2012 are now full internationals. In fact, the 
team will count on the veteran talent of Juan Mata from Chelsea and Bilbao’s Javi Martinez who were both 
champions at South Africa 2010 and EURO 2012.  
 

FIXTURES  
 

Thursday 26th July 
Honduras vs. Morocco (Glasgow 12:00) 

Spain vs. Japan (Glasgow 14:45) 
 

Sunday 29th July 
Japan vs. Morocco (Newcastle 17:00) 
Spain vs. Honduras (Newcastle 19:45) 

 
Wednesday 1st August 

Japan vs. Honduras (Coventry 17:00) 
Spain vs. Morocco (Manchester 17:00) 

 

 

 

JAPAN 
Having represented Asia three times at Berlin 1936, Melbourne 1956 and Tokyo 1964, the East 

Asians took the Mexico 1968 edition by storm as they emerged surprise bronze medalists, with their goal-
scoring legend Kunishige Kamamoto finishing tournament top-scorer on seven goals. The Japanese, along with 
all other Asian teams, have still yet to better that achievement. After a 28-year absence from the 
competition, Japan finally made their return at Atlanta 1996. From there, they have never looked back, booking 
their place at the Olympic Games' last three instalments. 
 

Japan were among the undisputed favourites to progress through to London as they began their qualifying 
campaign, and in fact, received a bye into the second qualifying round. There they defeated Kuwait 4-3 on 
aggregate to edge into the final round of qualifying, where they would continue their dominance in a group that 
also featured Malaysia, Bahrain and Syria. Japan secured three opening victories at the final stage, which left 
them well-placed to claim the section's automatic qualifying spot. A 2-1 loss away to Syria in their fourth outing 
may have briefly put them on halt, but the Japanese quickly bounced back. In the penultimate game, they fired 
four unanswered goals past Malaysia before securing a 2-0 home win over Bahrain to seal their qualification. 
 

Even more impressive was that coach Takashi Sekizuka's side completed their qualifying mission missing a 
handful of European-based stars, with Dortmund forward Shinji Kagawa the most notable absentee. A 
longstanding club coach in the J-League, Sekisuka spent five seasons with Kawasaki Frontale before taking over 
the Olympic side in 2010. His domestic experience proved to be of great value throughout qualifying as he 
successfully molded the young team into one of Asia's most competitive sides. 
 

HONDURAS 
Honduras’ association with the Olympics is a relatively short one. The Central American nation made their 
Games debut at Sydney 2000 as CONCACAF champions. Coached by Ramon Madariaga, Los Catrachos went out 
in the first round Down Under but not before collecting four points. Returning to the Olympic scene at Beijing 
2008 after once again winning the regional crown, they endured the same fate, this time without winning a 
single point. 
 

Recovering from that disappointment, the Hondurans performed admirably in the qualifiers once more. Drawn 
into Group A of the CONCACAF Under-23 Men’s Championship, they overcame Panama 3-1 and Trinidad and 
Tobago 2-0, but were on the wrong end of a 3-0 scoreline against Mexico. Squeezing past El Salvador 3-2 in the 
semis to book their ticket to London, the Hondurans took the Mexicans all the way to extra time in the final 
before going down 2-1. 
 

MOROCCO 
London 2012 will be the seventh time Morocco have competed at the tournament since their first 

appearance at Tokyo 1964. It was not until Munich 1972 that the Moroccans began to make headway, going 
through to the second round after an impressive group performance, though three successive defeats in the 
next stage ensured they went no further. The Moroccans also subsequently qualified for the Olympic showpiece 
in 1984, 1992, 2000 and 2004, but failed to make a significant impact. 
 

Dutch coach Pim Verbeek stayed faithful to the tactics he used in the 2011 CAF African Under-23 Championship, 
with his decision to use a number of overseas-based players paying dividends. Among Verbeek’s favourites are 
midfielder Abdelaziz Barrada, who plays for Spanish side Getafe, and Adnane Tighadouini of Dutch outfit Vitesse. 
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