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CORRUPTION 
Last Wednesday documents 
released by a Swiss court 
exposed information that 
former FIFA president Joao 
Havelange and fellow Brazilian 
sports chief Ricardo Teixeira 
pocketed millions of pounds in 
bribes from a collapsed 
marketing company. 
 

Havelange received at least 1.5 million Swiss 
francs (£990,000) while Teixeira, who was at one 
time his son-in-law, was paid at least 12.4 million 
Swiss francs (£8.17m). The bribes, made by 
International Sport and Leisure (ISL), were 
detailed in a judgment by Switzerland's supreme 
court, which was also published on the official 
FIFA website. 
 
ISL, a former official marketing partner for FIFA 
and the International Olympic Committee (IOC), 
was made bankrupt in 2001 with estimated 
debts of around $300 million, but the fallout 
from that collapse has reverberated around the 
world of sport. 
 
Havelange, who is now 96, stepped down as 
president of football's world governing body in 
1998 after 24 years at the helm, but is still an 
honorary FIFA president. He resigned as a 
member of the IOC last December, citing ill 
health, just a few days before it was due to 
sanction him after a probe by its own ethics 
committee into payments by ISL to leading 
officials. 
 
Teixeira was forced to quit his position on FIFA's 
executive committee and stand down as head of 
Brazil's 2014 World Cup organizing committee 
earlier this year when it became clear the report 
would be published. Both had tried to block its 
publication in the Swiss courts. 
 
FIFA published a statement on their website 
stating that they were "pleased" the documents 
had been made public and they highlighted the 
fact Havelange and Teixeira had been named 
while the federation’s current president, Sepp 
Blatter, was not. "The decision of the Swiss 
Federal Court also confirms that only two foreign 
officials will be named as part of the process and 
that, as previously communicated by the 
Prosecutor of Zug in June 2010, the FIFA 
President is not involved in the case ('no Swiss 
person involved')," read FIFA's announcement. 

 
 

The court documents reveal that Teixeira had 

paid 2.5 million Swiss francs (£1.64m) and 

Havelange 500,000 Swiss francs (£330,000) 

in compensation. 

 

FIFA was accused by the court of having a 

"deficient organization" and was being 

examined for "disloyal management." It was 

also stated FIFA had paid 2.5 million Swiss 

francs (£1.68m) in compensation but only 

agreed to the conditions if criminal actions 

against Havelange and Teixeira were 

dropped. 

 

Havelange played a key role in bringing the 

2016 Olympics to Rio de Janeiro when the 

South American city was awarded the Games 

in 2009. He became an IOC member in 1963 

and was FIFA president between 1974 and 

1998 until Blatter, his long-time secretary 

general, took charge. This year, Havelange 

has been in poor health and has 

been treated extensively in a Rio de Janeiro 

hospital for septic arthritis. 

 

Blatter, who was the federation's top 

administrator for 17 years during 

Havelange's presidency, stated he was aware 

senior officials were paid millions of pounds.  

He declared that he did not have the power 

to strip Havelange of the honorary 

presidency and defended the world 

governing body's lack of action over  

the ISL bribery scandal. "I don’t have the 

power to call him to account. The Congress 

named him as Honorary President. Only the 

Congress can decide his future," Blatter 

added. 

 

The FIFA president continued to say that 

such payments were not illegal at the time - 

under Swiss law - and could not be judged by 

today's standards. 

 

Asked to respond to having known about the 

backhanders, Blatter said on FIFA.com: "Known 

what? That commission was paid? Back then, 

such payments could even be deducted from 

tax as a business expense. Today, that would 

be punishable under law.” 

 

"You can't judge the past on the basis of 

today's standards. Otherwise it would end up 

with moral justice. I can't have known about an 

offence that wasn't even one." 

 

Blatter did confirm he was the person referred 

to in the court documents as P1 - the report 

states that the finding FIFA and P1 knew of the 

payments was "not questioned". 

 

Blatter said the ISL case had led him to 

establish an ethics committee and the ongoing 

reform process. 

 

He added: "That is why we have started to 

strengthen our control mechanisms: to prevent 

something like this happening in the future. 

 

"The ethics committee, which was created in 

2006 on my initiative, is a direct result of the 

ISL case. The reform process is moving exactly 

in this direction. 

 

"To strengthen FIFA's judicial system, some 

important steps have already been taken with 

the introduction of a two-chamber system - an 

adjudicatory body and an investigatory body. 

The executive committee will appoint the 

chairmen of these two chambers next week." 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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JOHN TERRY – ‘NOT GUILTY’ 
A week-long trial at Westminster Magistrates’ Court concluded on 

Friday with Chelsea and England centre-back John Terry being 

cleared of racially abusing QPR defender Anton Ferdinand.  
 

The incident had taken place back in October in QPR’s highly controversial home win against West 

London rivals Chelsea. John Terry had not denied using the word “black” but had always maintained he 

was simply repeating what he thought Ferdinand had said. 

 

Chief Magistrate Howard Riddle wrote in his judgement that: “The prosecution evidence as to what was 

said by Mr Ferdinand at this point is not strong. It is therefore possible that what he [Mr Terry] said was 

not intended as an insult, but rather as a challenge to what he believed had been said to him. In those 

circumstances, there being a doubt, the only verdict the court can record is one of not guilty." 

 

The verdict was met with cheers by Chelsea supporters yet it also perplexed some high profile names 

of the football world. 

 

The saga rumbled on even after the verdict 

however when Rio Ferdinand, brother of Anton, 

replied to a tweet he received that described Ashley 

Cole, who had defended Terry as a witness, as a 

“choc ice.” After people on the social networking 

site had complained to Ferdinand he later stated: 

“What I said yesterday is not a racist term. It’s a 

type of slang/term used by many for someone who 

is being fake. So there.”  

 

And now, the FA could charge Terry over his 

remarks since their cases require less evidence, as 

seen in the Suarez-Evra incident earlier this season. 

Furthermore; the FA’s decision to continue their 

enquiries has led to people questioning just what is 

acceptable language in the Premier League with 

Garth Crooks telling the BBC: "What we are talking about is the language that was used by a particular 

player and the question for the FA now is: is that acceptable for a professional footballer?” 

 

Ally Poole 
Twitter @HeskeyStats 

 

NEWS SHORTS 
BRAZIL: Gunmen have killed seven people 
and wounded 10 during loud street 
celebrations after the Palmeiras football 
team won the Copa do Brasil last 
Wednesday night. Police say the shooting 
took place in the city of Osasco. None of 
the victims were Palmeiras fans. The 
gunmen "took advantage of the noise of 
fireworks to mask the noise of the 
gunshots," police say. In Brazil, fireworks 
are often set off during celebrations 
commemorating a football club's victory 
of a major tournament. Police say they 
the killings could be drug related. 
 

UNITED STATES: The New York Cosmos, 
who signed Pele and other football stars 
in the 1970s to help the game make a 
splash on the US sport scene, will make a 
comeback in 2013 in the North American 
Soccer League. Team officials announced 
on Thursday that they will begin play in 
the revived NASL, which folded as an elite 
league in 1984 after 17 seasons. The 
league, a level below Major League 
Soccer, now features US, Canadian and 
Caribbean teams. 
 

ENGLAND: The Premier League has 
agreed a new £120 million ($182.58 
million) three-year deal with title sponsor 
Barclays. The extended agreement will 
run for three seasons from 2013-2014 to 
the end of the 2015-2016 season. The 
deal includes the global title sponsorship 
of the Premier League and exclusive 
worldwide marketing rights, plus 
extensive advertising rights, tickets and 
hospitality. 
 

SCOTLAND: Rangers' 'newco' have been 
voted into Division Three after a meeting 
between the 30 Scottish Football League 
clubs on Friday. The SFL clubs were given 
the power to decide the fate of Charles 
Green's Sevco Scotland Limited with the 
majority of clubs voting to relegate the 
new club to the third tier. Dundee will 
take their place in the Scottish Premier 
League beginning next month. 
 

BRAZIL: Highly-rated Brazilian defender 
Dedé has signed an extension of his 
contract with Vasco da Gama that will 
keep him tied down until December 2015.  
A new buyout clause had been set for 
€28million. 
 

GERMANY: Hamburg-based billionaire 
Klaus-Michael Kuehne wants fans to part-
fund the potential transfer of Tottenham 
midfielder Rafael van der Vaart. The 
Netherlands international is reportedly 
nearing an exit at White Hart Lane, with 
several clubs interested in the 29-year-
old. 

  



- 5 - 
 

  

RU
SS

IA
 

 
 

CAPELLO BACK IN WORK 
The Russian Football Union (RFU) on Monday appointed Italian 
coach Fabio Capello as new national manager to revive the 
flagging fortunes of the team after its flop at Euro 2012. 
 
"Today we decided to appoint Capello as our national team's new manager," the RFU deputy president 
Nikita Simonyan told ITAR-TASS news agency. "We expect him to come to Moscow in the nearest 
future to finalise the details of his contract and sign it. I think this will happen on Wednesday or 
Thursday," added Simonyan, who is acting chief of the RFU after the ruling body's previous head Sergei 
Fursenko resigned last month. 
 
Financial details have not been disclosed but the Sport Express daily reported last week that Capello 
had been offered an annual salary of up to €7m. The 66-year-old Capello will be the immediate 
successor to Dutchman Dick Advocaat whose side were disappointingly knocked out of the Euro 2012 
in Poland and Ukraine at the group stages. Russia's shock failure to qualify out of arguably the event's 
weakest group despite being packed with highly-rated players such as Andrei Arshavin and Alan 
Dzagoev left the team a tough challenge to make the 2014 World Cup finals in Brazil. 
 
"Capello is ready to work conscientiously and live here in Russia," Simonyan was quoted as saying by 
the local media. "He did not make any extraordinary demands." One of the Italian manager's key 
conditions was reportedly having Italian-speaking Russian assistant coaches in his squad. Igor Shalimov 
and Dmitry Alenichev, who have experience playing with Italian Serie A clubs and both speak the 
language, are top contenders to join Capello's coaching team, Sport Express said. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

NEWS SHORTS 
GERMANY: Hamburg have suspended 
Serbian international defender Slobodan 
Rajkovic indefinitely after a training 
ground fight on Friday morning with 
Korean team-mate Son Heung-Min. The 
pair clashed after exchanging insults 
during training with Tolgay Arslan, who 
was nearby, needing treatment for a cut 
after accidentally being struck in the 
head during the melee. Club coach 
Thorsten Fink has blamed Rajkovic for the 
incident and suspended him from training 
with immediate effect. 
 

BRAZIL: Fluminense have announced that 
veteran Portuguese international 
midfielder Deco has renewed his contract 
with the club until December 2013. 
 

AUSTRALIA: Former Liverpool and Leeds 
striker Harry Kewell has been named the 
Socceroos's best ever player at an awards 
ceremony in Sydney. The 33-year-old was 
handed the honour after a public vote of 
15,000 fans and panel of current and 
former players, administrators and 
commentators determined the winner. 
Kewell, who recently cut short his 
Melbourne Victory contract to return to 
the UK for family reasons, described the 
award as a "massive honour." Tim Cahill 
and Mark Schwarzer were incorporated 
in an all-time best XI that also included 
former Premier League players Mark 
Viduka, Lucas Neill and Craig Moore. 

 

AF
GH

AN
IS

TA
N AFGHANISTAN’S NEW BEGINNING 

Plans have been announced for the start of Afghanistan’s first 
professional football championship, with rival teams set to be 
selected on a revolutionary reality television show. 
 
Thousands of young Afghan men have applied to take part in the programme, with the members of 
each of the eight teams to be selected on the “Maidan e Sabz” (The Green Field) show. Afghan football 
has previously staged amateur competitions, but these have failed to capture the imagination of the 
locals. 
 

“To establish peace and stabilise a country, one must not only focus on training soldiers,” said 
Afghanistan Football Federation (AFF) president Keramuddin Karim, according to AFP. “Sport is also a 
strong base for peace, as it (embodies) values such as unity, integration, pride and prevents racism, 
drugs and other elements that bring insecurity to the country.” 
 

The tournament is set to be played in September and October. It will be preceded by the reality TV 
element, which will reportedly see thirty players chosen for each show and put through a series of 
physical, mental and football tests. AFP reports their performances will be judged by former Afghan 
national team players and coaches with each team’s final squad of 18 being determined by a studio 
audience. 
 

Sponsors for the event, phone company Roshan, said it would be a "unifying institution" for the country 
made up of different and often conflicting ethnic groups. Football was one of the rare activities that 
escaped a ban by the Taliban during their hard-line Islamist rule from 1996 to 2001. They took 
advantage of the sport's popularity and the large numbers of spectators it drew to carry out cruel 
punishments, using the half-time interval to chop off the hands of thieves on the pitch. 
 

As NATO's 130,000 troops prepare to withdraw by the end of 2014, Afghanistan is looking to use sport 
as a means of promoting peace and avoiding further bloodshed. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

CONCACAF: Colombian-born Enrique 
Sanz has been appointed the new general 
secretary of CONCACAF, effective July 25, 
as the Confederation of North and 
Central America and the Caribbean 
continues its attempt to restore its 
credibility. Sanz replaces acting general 
secretary Ted Howard who in turn had 
been filling the role after Chuck Blazer, 
the whistle-blower in last year's cash-for-
votes scandal who held the post for 21 
years, resigned last December. 
 

SOUTH AFRICA: Former Orlando 
Pirates striker Katlego Mashego says he 
is still struggling to find a new club after 
being dumped by Golden Arrows. 
Mashego signed a one-year deal with 
Arrows in the Premier Soccer League 
(PSL) last season. However, the club 
failed to exercise their option to renew 
for a further two years and handed the 
striker his clearance. Speaking to 
KickOff.com, Mashego confirmed he is 
still looking for another club. "I am still 
here in Johannesburg and have not yet 
received any offers, however I will remain 
patient as I am in no hurry as I am a free 
agent and can sign even after the 
transfer window period closes." 
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TRIO FINALISE THE SECOND ROUND DRAW 
The line-up for the UEFA Champions League second qualifying round has been 
completed after Linfield, Dudelange and Valletta advanced on Tuesday night. 
 
Linfield (pictured above) required a penalty shoot-out to overcome Faroe Islands 
outfit B36 Tórshavn and claim their place in the second qualifying round. Peter 
Thompson's saved penalty was one of a number of opportunities David Jeffrey's 
team passed up in the first leg, leaving this tie hanging in the balance. B36 
goalkeeper Meinhardt Joensen almost cost Linfield dear once again with two 
excellent saves from Mark McAllister in regular and extra time, but on this 
occasion spot kicks proved Linfield's saving grace. Klemint Matras hit the 
woodwork with B36's opening effort, and after four Linfield players had made 
their penalties count, Lukasz Cieslewicz saw his strike saved by Ross Glendinning. 
The Northern Irish side face Cyprus' AEL Limassol in the next stage of the 
competition, with AEL hosting the first leg on Wednesday. 
 
A slender 1-0 second-leg win against Lusitans ensured a 9-0 aggregate victory for 
Valletta and set up a meeting with Partizan of Serbia. With an eight-goal 
advantage heading into the return leg in Andorra, Valletta's progress was all but 
secured. Brazilian striker Jhonnattann (pictured right), one of the stars of the first 
leg, earned Mark Miller's side another win with his third goal of the tie 16 minutes 
in. It was an impressive strike, too, collecting William Barbosa's deep pass, subtly 
flicking the ball over Lusitans goalkeeper Ricardo Fernández and heading over the 
line. The hosts, who had Luis Pinto sent off in added time for a second booking, 
were seeking their first goal of the tie, but could not muster a response. Valletta 
now face Partizan, runners-up to Real Madrid in this competition in 1966. The first 
leg will be held at Ta' Qali Stadium in Malta tonight, with the return in Belgrade a 
week later. 
 
Dudelange continued where they left off in the first leg, hitting four first-half goals 
without reply to reach the second qualifying round. Four first-half goals put SP Tre 
Penne to the sword as F91 Dudelange reached the second qualifying round in 
style, 11-0 on aggregate. After a 7-0 defeat in Luxembourg, the San Marinese side 
were hoping to provide a sterner test at home and attacked their opponents a 
little more. However the song remained the same as Aurélien Joachim, one of the 
stars of that first-leg win, took his tally to four goals in two matches with close-
range strikes on 28 and 34 minutes after excellent assists from Daniel Gomez and 
Morgan Beltorangal respectively. Two goals in four minutes before half-time 
completed the scoring for the visitors. Gomez sent Sofian Benzouien through to 
finish before firing in himself from another killer pass from the creative 
Beltorangal. Dudelange encounter Austria side FC Salzburg in the next round 
tonight. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

FULL RESULTS 
 

Tuesday 10th July 2012 

B36 (FRO) 0-0 Linfield (NIR) 0-0 on agg/3-4 on pens 

Lusitans (AND) 0-1 Valletta (MAL) – 0-9 on agg 

Tre Penne (SMR) 0-4 Dudelange (LUX) – 0-11 on agg 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SECOND QUALIFYING ROUND FIXTURES 

Tuesday 17th July 2012 

Valletta (MLT) vs. FK Partizan (SRB) 

Dudelange (LUX) vs. FC Salzburg (AUT) 

Ulisses (ARM) vs. Sheriff (MDA) 

Flora Tallinn (EST) vs. FC Basel (SUI) 

HJK Helsinki (FIN) vs. KR Reykjavík (ISL) 

Neftçi PFK (AZE) vs. Zestafoni (GEO) 

Slovan Liberec (CZE) vs. Shakhter Karagandy (KAZ) 

MŠK Žilina (SVK) vs. Hapoel Kiryat Shmona FC (ISR) 

The New Saints (WAL) vs. Helsingborgs IF (SWE) 

Skënderbeu (ALB) vs. Debreceni (HUN) 

Shamrock Rovers (IRL) vs. FK Ekranas (LTU) 
 

Wednesday 18th July 2012 

AEL Limassol (CYP) vs. Linfield (NIR) 

Maribor (SVN) vs. Željezničar (BIH) 

BATE Borisov (BLR) vs. FK Vardar (MKD) 

Molde FK (NOR) vs. FK Ventspils (LVA) 

Ludogorets Razgrad (BUL) vs. Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) 

Budućnost Podgorica (MNE) vs. Śląsk Wroclaw (POL) 
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32 TEAMS JUMP THE FIRST HURDLE, 32 

FALL 
 

Tuesday night, Northern Irish minnows Portadown conceded an early goal 
but fought back to beat Macedonian side Shkendija at Shamrock Park. The 
Ports had achieved a fine 0-0 draw in the away leg, but fell behind in 
Tuesday's return when Ardian Cuculi fired in from eight yards. Richard Lecky 
headed the Ports level and Ross Redman scored an 80th-minute winner 
with a superb 35-yard free-kick. Ronnie McFall's men now face Croatian 
team Slaven Belupo Koprivnica in the Second Round of qualifying. 
 

On Thursday, Cliftonville were knocked out, losing 4-0 away to Kalmar and 
4-1 on aggregate. Erik Israelsson put the Swedish hosts ahead after 10 
minutes and Nenad Djordjevic added a second before Abiola Dauda struck 
on 37 minutes. Goalkeeper Etrit Berisha converted an injury-time penalty to 
seal the win. 
 

 
 

In an extraordinary game, conceding at home proved costly for Hibernians 
of Malta and although they drew 4-4 with Bosnian side FK Sarajevo in their 
match, it was not enough for them to progress to the next round. 
FK Sarajevo emerged an incredible 9-6 winners on aggregate. 
 

 
 

Azerbajian club Inter Baki also had a heavy win to gain entry into the second 
round defeating JK Trans Narva of Estonia 7-0. 
 

Dutch giants FC Twente are also through to the second round after coming 
out 9-0 winners on aggregate against Andorran minnows UE Santa Coloma. 
They now face Finnish side Inter Turku in the next round. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

FULL RESULTS 
 

Tuesday 10th July 2012 
Portadown (NIR) 2-1 FK Skendija 79 (MKD) – 2-1 on agg 

Floriana FC (MLT) 0-4 IF Elfsborg (SWE) – 0-12 on agg 
CS Grevenmacher (LUX) 0-0 Tirana (ALB) – 0-2 on agg 

JK Nõmme Kalju (EST) 0-2 Xäzär Länkäran FK (AZE) – 2-4 on agg 
 

Thursday 12th July 2012 
Zhetysu Taldykorgan (KAZ) 1-1 Lech Poznań (POL) – 1-3 on agg 

Ordabasy Shymkent (KAZ) 0-0 Jagodina (SRB) – 1-0 on agg 
FC Metalurgi Rustavi (GEO) 6-1 KS Teuta (ALB) – 9-1 on agg 
FC Shirak (ARM) 1-1 FK Rudar Pljevlja (MNE) – 2-1 on agg 

FC Aktobe (KAZ) 1-0 FC Torpedo Kutaisi (GEO) – 2-1 on agg 
FK Metalurg Skopje (MKD) 0-0 Birkirkara FC (MLT) – 2-2 on agg 

Metalurg win on away goals rule 
FC Gandzasar Kapan (ARM) 2-0 EB/Streymur (FRO) – 3-3 on agg 

Gandzasar win on away goals rule 
Čelik (MNE) 1-1 Borac Banja Luka (BIH) – 3-3 on agg 

Čelik win on away goals rule 
Liepājas Metalurgs (LVA) 4-0 La Fiorita (SMR) – 6-0 on agg 

AS Jeunesse Esch (LUX) 0-3 NK Olimpija Ljubljana (SVN) – 0-6 on agg 
FC Šiauliai (LTU) 2-1 FC Levadia Tallinn (EST) – 2-2 on agg 

Levadia win on away goals rule 
Daugava Daugavpils (LVA) 2-3 FK Sūduva (LTU) – 3-3 on agg 

Suduva win on away goals rule 
İnter Bakı PİK (AZE) 2-0 JK Trans Narva (EST) – 7-0 on agg 

UE Santa Coloma (AND) 0-3 FC Twente (NED) – 0-9 on agg 
FC Zimbru Chişinău (MDA) 2-1 Bangor City (WAL) – 2-1 on agg 

MYPA (FIN) 5-0 Cefn Druids (WAL) – 5-0 on agg 
Stabæk (NOR) 3-2 JJK Jyväskylä (FIN) – 3-4 on agg 
Rosenborg (NOR) 1-0 Crusaders (NIR) – 4-0 on agg 
Kalmar FF (SWE) 4-0 Cliftonville (NIR) –  4-1 on agg 

FK Senica (SVK) 2-1 MTK Budapest (HUN) – 3-2 on agg 
Llanelli (WAL) 1-1 KuPS Kuopio (FIN) – 2-3 on agg 

NSÍ Runavík (FRO) 0-3 FC Differdange 03 (LUX) – 0-6 on agg 
Hibernians FC (MLT) 4-4 FK Sarajevo (BIH) – 6-9 on agg 

FC USV Eschen-Mauren (LIE) 0-1 FH Hafnarfjördur (ISL) – 1-3 on agg 
FK Zeta (MNE) 1-2 FC Pyunik (ARM) – 4-2 on agg 

NK Celje (SVN) 0-1 FC Dacia Chişinău (MDA) – 0-2 on agg 
NK Mura (SVN) 2-0 Bakı FK (AZE) – 2-0 on agg 

NK Osijek (CRO) 3-1 FC Santa Coloma (AND) – 4-1 on agg 
Honvéd (HUN) 2-0 KS Flamurtari (ALB) – 3-0 on agg 

AC Libertas (SMR) 0-4 FK Renova (MKD) – 0-8 on agg 
Thór Akureyri (ISL) 5-1 Bohemian FC (IRL) – 5-1 on agg 

ÍBV Vestmannaeyjar (ISL) 2-1 St Patrick's Athletic (IRL) – 2-2 on agg 
St. Patrick’s win on away goals rule 

Gomel (BLR) 4-0 Vikingur (FRO) – 10-0 on agg 
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RUBIN SHOCK ZENIT  
Rubin Kazan won the season-opening Russian Super Cup on Saturday, beating league winners Zenit St. 

Petersburg 2-0 on first-half goals from Salvatore Bocchetti and Vladimir Dyadyun. It is the second Super Cup 

victory for the club, who first took it in 2010 after the second of their back-to-back titles. 

 

The game began with a well observed minute's silence for the 171 people who died in floods in southern 

Russia last weekend. Flash floods devastated more than 7,000 homes in the Krasnodar province, leaving 

thousands displaced and in need of emergency supplies. 

 

Rubin took the lead inside 30 minutes with Salvatore Bocchetti powering into the box and heading Roman 

Eremenko's cross into the bottom corner. Striker Vladimir Dyadyun made it two 10 minutes later, beating 

Nicolas Lombaerts to the near post to steer in Alexander Ryazantsev's low cross. 

 

Holders Zenit, who played six of Russia's Euro 2012 squad, applied rigorous pressure at times but were 

never able to score and looked exhausted as the game went on. Rubin appeared to be the better-rested 

team and more assured when in possession. This is just the second time in the nine-year history of the 

trophy that the champions were beaten by the cup winners. 

 

The Russian Premier League starts July 20 come back to join us for full coverage throughout the season. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 14th July 
Zenit St. Petersburg 0-2 Rubin Kazan 
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PALMEIRAS GAIN TROPHY AND COPA LIB SPOT 

Palmeiras won the Copa do Brasil by drawing 1-1 at Coritiba on Wednesday, taking the two-legged final 3-1 

on aggregate and becoming Brazil's most successful club. The cup also gives the Sao Paulo club a spot in 

next year's Copa Libertadores, along with their main rival, defending Copa Lib champions Corinthians. 

Palmeiras won the tournament unbeaten in 11 matches. 
 

Coritiba opened the scoring with a free kick by Ayrton in the 62nd minute, but striker Betinho (pictured 

right) equalized just four minutes later with a header, putting Luiz Felipe Scolari's team in command. 

Coritiba defender Pereira was sent off in the final minutes with a second yellow card. 
 

One Palmeiras' top players in the campaign is former Real Betis and AS Roma midfielder Marcos Assuncao, 

whose free kick cross led to Betinho's goal on Wednesday at the Couto Pereira stadium. Betinho replaced 

Argentine striker Hernan Barcos, one of the team's top signings who was sidelined from both legs of the 

final because of an emergency appendectomy just hours before the first leg in Sao Paulo. Chilean 

playmaker Jorge Valdivia scored Palmeiras' first goal in the match in Sao Paulo, converting a penalty kick 

before being sent off with two yellow cards, one of them for faking to throw a ball at an opponent's face. 

 

Will Burns 

Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 6th July 2012 
Palmeiras 1-1 Coritiba (3-1 on agg) 
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MINEIRO 

PULLING 

AWAY, 

VASCO GO 

SECOND 
Botafogo and 
Corinthians played 
their game in hand 
on Wednesday night 
at the Pacaembu. 
Botafogo clinched a 
3-1 win even 
thought they went behind early on. Former Le Mans defender Paulo André's own goal put the visitors in 
front in the 27th minute before Elkeson found the back of the net twice midway through the second half. 
Chicão managed to pull one back for Corinthians in the final minute of the game but it proved little more 
than a consolation. 
 
Corinthians were back at home in action on Saturday and they clinched their second win of the season 
against Náutico. It was the visitors who took the lead through Elicarlos' strike, but two goals from Danilo 
was enough to for the Timãoto take all the points. 
 
Top-of-the-table Atlético Mineiro edged a seven-goal thriller against Figueirense in Santa Catarina due to a 
late winner from Guilherme. Ronaldinho opened the scoring for the visitors from the penalty spot in the 
17th minute before Anderson Conceição equalised twenty minutes later. Julio Cesar put Figueirense in 
front on the stroke of half-time, and Ronny's goal on the hour mark made it 3-1. There was still some drama 
to come, though, as Atlético Mineiro fought back to claim all three points via goals from Leonardo Silva, 
Bernard and Guilherme 
 
Ponte Preta thumped Coritiba 4-1 in the early hours of Sunday morning. Roger put the hosts ahead in the 
35th minute, but the Coxa were back on level terms four minutes later through Pereira's header. Ponte 
retook the lead three minutes after the break via Ricardinho's strike before Roger found the target again in 
the 51st minute to make it 3-1. Gil was given his marching orders for a reckless challenge on Marcinho in 
the 89th minute, and then one minute on, Roger completed his hat-trick and wrapped up the points for 
Gilson Kleina's side. 
 
Fluminense still remain undefeated after drawing 1-1 with local rivals Botafogo at the Engenhão. Former 
Lyon forward Fred gave the Tricolor Carioca the lead in the 53rd minute, but Andrezinho netted the 
equaliser thirteen minutes later to share the points. 
 
Both Internacional and Santos were heavily depleted due to Olympic call-ups and injuries and played out a 
boring, goalless draw in Porte Alegre. 
 
Cruzeiro suffered their third consecutive defeat at the hands of Grêmio 3-1 in Minas Gerais. Bolivian 
forward Marcelo Moreno gave the visitors the lead in the 25th minute before Kleber made it 2-0 three 
minutes later. Moreno grabbed his second just after the hour mark, meaning that Wellington Paulista's 
converted penalty in stoppage time was nothing more than a consolation for Cruzeiro. 
 
Flamengo, after losing to arch-rivals Fluminense last weekend, got back to winning ways by defeating Bahia 
2-1 on Sunday. The Rubro-Negro took the lead through Hernane's 30th minute strike but their former star 
midfielder Kleberson equalised seven minutes later. Halfway through the second half Renato Abreu netted 
the winner from the penalty spot after Ibson was tripped over by Fabinho inside the box. 
 
Vasco da Gama lifted themselves into second place with a 1-0 win over rock-bottom Atletico Goianiense on 
Sunday. Alecsandro scored the only goal after 14 minutes against their winless opponents, putting Vasco 
within two points of leaders Atletico Mineiro. 
 
The newly-crowned Copa do Brasil champions Palmeiras drew 1-1 with local rivals São Paulo at the Arena 
Barueri. Luis Fabiano gave the visitors the lead in the 12th minute before Mazinho headed in the equaliser 
nine minutes from time.  
 
Sport Recife climbed up to eleventh following their 2-1 win against Portuguesa in Recife. The home side 
took the lead through Henrique's deflected strike in the 15th minute before Gilberto made it 2-0 eight 
minutes later. Moisés pulled one back for Portuguesa halfway through the second-half but in the end it 
proved to be a mere consolation. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Wednesday 11th July 
Corinthians 1-3 Botafogo 

 

Saturday 14th July 
Corinthians 2-1 Nautico 

Figueirense 3-4 Atlético Mineiro 
 

Sunday 15th July 
Ponte Preta 4-1 Coritiba 
Botafogo 1-1 Fluminense 
Internacional 0-0 Santos 

Cruzeiro 1-3 Grêmio 
Bahia 1-2 Flamengo 

Vasco da Gama 1-0 Atlético–GO 
Palmeiras 1-1 Sao Paulo 

Sport Recife 2-1 Portuguesa 
 

SÉRIE A STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 ATLETICO-MG 9 7 1 1 22 

2 VASCO 9 6 2 1 20 

3 FLUMINENSE 9 5 4 0 19 

4 BOTAFOGO 9 5 1 3 16 

5 SAO PAULO 9 5 1 3 16 

6 INTERNACIONAL 9 4 4 1 16 

7 GREMIO 9 5 0 4 15 

8 PONTE PRETA 9 4 3 2 15 

9 FLAMENGO 9 4 3 2 15 

10 CRUZEIRO 9 4 2 3 14 

11 SPORT RECIFE 9 3 3 3 12 

12 NAUTICO 9 3 1 5 10 

13 SANTOS 9 1 6 2 9 

14 CORINTHIANS 9 2 2 5 8 

15 PORTUGUESA 9 2 2 5 8 

16 FIGUEIRENSE 9 1 5 3 8 

17 CORITIBA 9 2 1 6 7 

18 BAHIA 9 1 4 4 7 

19 PALMEIRAS 9 1 3 5 6 

20 ATLETICO-GO 9 0 2 7 2 

FIXTURES 
 

Wednesday 18th July 
Santos vs. Botafogo 

Gremio vs. Sport Recife 
 

Thursday 19th July 
Portuguesa vs. Cruzeiro 
Nautico vs. Ponte Preta 

Flamengo vs. Corinthians 
Sao Paulo vs. Vasco da Gama 

Atlético Mineiro vs. Internacional 
 

Friday 20th July 
Fluminense vs. Bahia 
Coritiba vs. Palmeiras 

Atlético-GO vs. Figueirense 
 

Saturday 21st July 
Vasco da Gama vs. Santos 

Sport Recife vs. Atlético Mineiro 
 

Sunday 22nd July 
Corinthians vs. Portuguesa 

Palmeiras vs. Nautico 
Internacional vs. Atlético-GO 

Cruzeiro vs. Flamengo 
Figueirense vs. Sao Paulo 

Botafogo vs. Gremio 
Ponte Preta vs. Fluminense 

Bahia vs. Coritiba 
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BECKHAM SENDS A PEARCE REMINDER 
This week in the MLS proved to be one of the most entertaining weeks ever seen in the league. It served up  

some tasty fixtures, some spectacular goals and some scintillating football. Sporting Kansas City ended the 

week on top of the Eastern Conference, while San Jose continued to lead the chase in the Western 

Conference, as Portland Timbers sunk to bottom in the Western Conference and FC Dallas remained in last 

position in the other division. 
 

Canadian rivals Toronto FC and Vancouver Whitecaps battled it out at BMO Field and sparked up a thrilling 
contest in which 5 goals were scored. It was Toronto who eventually won the game but was a very tense 
and exciting game that kept all supporters on the edge of their seats. It was Vancouver who opened the 
scoring though, Darren Mattocks provided the finish after patient passing build up. Luis Silva cancelled out 
Mattocks’s strike in the 67th minute, a lovely flick from Ashtone Morgan’s cross, skilfully guided to the far 
post by Silva. Minutes after, Toronto were in-front, a corner was only cleared as far as Torsten Frings, who 
fired a usual thunderbolt into the bottom corner. But late drama occurred as we entered the final stages of 
the game, as stoppage time approached, Mattocks grabbed his 2nd of the game and it looked as if he had 
snatched a point. It wasn’t to be. Deep into the 4 minutes of stoppage time, Toronto netted a winner; Terry 
Dunfield was the man who scored the goal, an important one as well. 
 

The match between Philadelphia and Montreal was a little less heart-pounding, yet very entertaining 
nonetheless. Lionard Fajoy put the home side infront in the 81st minute from close range and the game 
appeared to have been settled. With just 2 minutes remaining Impact were level, and it was an opposing 
team’s player they had to thank, Keon Daniel diverted the ball into his net to tie the score. More drama 
followed as Philadelphia snatched all 3 points through Carlos Valdes. 
 

Toronto kept up their good form by earning their 2nd win of the week. New England Revolution were the 
side that suffered, but it didn’t affect their league position at all. Luis Silva was on target again, and his 8th 
minute strike was enough to take the points back to Toronto. 
 

Sporting Kansas City maintained top spot for at least until D.C United play after defeating Columbus Crew 
away from home. Jacob Petersen struck in the 6th minute, latching onto Petersen Joseph’s inch perfect pass 
and supplying a neat finish. The win was wrapped up 10 minutes from time, as Teal Bunbury’s 3rd goal of 
the season heaped more misery on Columbus. 
 

Chicago Fire ended their 2 matches without a victory by narrowly overcoming Vancouver Whitecaps at 
Toyota Park. A 9th minute free-kick from Pavel Pardo was enough to move within 5 points of Sporting 
Kansas. 
 

FC Dallas climbed above Portland Timbers after coming back from 1-0 down to beat Colorado Rapids 2-1 at 
Dick’s Sporting Good’s park.  Omar Cummings gave the home side the lead in the 50th minute with a low, 
powerful finish, beating Kevin Hartman at his near post. Dallas hit back though, and 10 minutes later were 
back on level terms, Carlos Rodriguez nodded home Fabian Castillo’s deep cross into the far corner for the 
equaliser. Castillo was then involved in the winner, this time he provided the finish instead of supplying. 
After Carlos Rodriguez was played through excellently by Daniel Ferriera, he latched on to the pass, fired a 
shot beyond the reach of Matt Pickens, but not out of the reach of the retreating Drew Moor, who headed 
off the line,  but it was only cleared as  far as Fabian Castillo, who pounced to give Dallas the win. 
 

Much was anticipated for the clash of the top two in the Western Conference, but no-one could of 
predicted what would follow. San Jose thumped the chasing Real Salt Lake 5-0 to stay 4 points clear at the 
top. Earthquakes talisman Chris Wondolowski hit a sensational hat-trick, he scored his first in the 18th 
minute, his 2nd in the 72nd and completed his hat-trick in the 80th minute as Earthquakes ran riot. Alan 
Gordon and Simon Dawkins also got on the scoresheet as Salt Lake Skipper Kyle Beckerman was dismissed 
in the 57th minute, a disappointing result for Salt Lake. 
 

David Beckham was back at his best for LA Galaxy, scoring 2 stunning long range goals in a 8-goal thriller at  
JELD-WEN Field. Kris Boyd opened the scoring extremely early for Timbers but Beckham scored 2 sublime 
strikes in quick succession to take the scoreline to 2-1. Landon Donovan extended the lead from the spot 
shortly later and soon after Robbie Keane added a fourth. Kosuke Kimura reduced the lead in the 33rd 
minute and Robbie Keane slotted away his 2nd of the night, before Kris Boyd netted the final goal of the 
game, a powerfully driven free-kick low into the right corner, it remained 5-3 and a thoroughly entertaining 
game it was. 
 

New York Red Bulls failed to overtake D.C United in 2nd place in the Eastern Conference, after drawing 2-2 
with Seattle Sounders. Alvaro Fernandez struck in the 15th minute to give Sounders the lead, matching the 
ambition of Adam Johansson’s cross and steering it home. Then Sebastien Le Toux announced his arrival on 
his debut for Red Bulls by bagging an equaliser, a follow up from Kenny Cooper’s shot. Joel Lindpere then 
put Red Bulls in-front in the 60th minute; he beat the offside trap and squeezed in a low shot inside the near 
post. But the lead only lasted 6 minutes as Red Bulls replied through Fredy Montero and neither side could 
grab a winner and they shared the points. 
 

Last week’s table toppers D.C United suffered a shock defeat at the hands of mid table placed Houston 
Dynamo. Brad Davis dispatched an 18th minute penalty to open the scoring for Houston and Will Bruin 
added to the lead in the 36th minute, tapping away Luiz Camargo’s cutback. Boniek Garcia netted his first 
goal in the MLS to make it 3-0 in the 61st minute and another spot-kick, this time converted by Brian Ching, 
capped off a famous victory for Houston. 

Josh Lawless 
Twitter @BackOfTheNetJL 

Website - www.backofthenetfootball.webs.com 

RESULTS 
 

Thursday 12th July 
Toronto FC 3-2 Vancouver Whitecaps 

 
Sunday 15th July 

Philadelphia Union 2-1 Montreal Impact 
New England Revolution 0-1 Toronto FC 
Columbus Crew 0-2 Sporting Kansas City 
Chicago Fire 1-0 Vancouver Whitecaps 

Colorado Rapids 1-2 FC Dallas 
San Jose Earthquakes 5-0 Real Salt Lake 

Portland Timbers 3-5 LA Galaxy 
New York Red Bulls 2-2 Seattle Sounders 

 
Monday 16th July 

Houston Dynamo 4-0 DC United 
 

TABLES 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Sporting KC 19 11 3 5 36 
2 D.C United 19 10 3 6 33 
3 NY Red Bulls 19 9 5 5 32 
4 Chicago Fire 19 9 4 6 31 
5 Houston 19 7 7 5 28 
6 New England 18 6 4 8 22 
7 Columbus 17 6 4 7 22 
8 Montreal 21 6 3 12 21 
9 Philadelphia 20 6 2 9 20 

10 Toronto FC 16 4 4 11 16 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 San Jose 20 12 4 4 40 

2 Real Salt Lake 21 11 3 7 36 

3 Seattle 20 7 5 5 31 

4 Vancouver 20 8 7 5 30 

5 LA Galaxy 20 8 2 10 26 

6    Colorado 19 7 1 11 22 

7 Chivas USA 17 5 5 7 20 

8 FC Dallas 20 4 7 9 19 

9 Timbers 18 5 4 9 19 

FIXTURES 
 

Wednesday 18th July 
New York Red Bulls vs. Chicago Fire 

Chivas USA vs. Portland Timbers 
 

Thursday 19th July 
Toronto FC vs. Colorado Rapids 

Montreal Impact vs. New England Revolution 
Houston Dynamo vs. Sporting Kansas City 

Vancouver Whitecaps vs. LA Galaxy 
San Jose Earthquakes vs. FC Dallas 

 

Saturday 21st July 
New York Red Bulls vs. Philadelphia Union 

 
Sunday 22nd July 

Columbus Crew vs. DC United 
Houston Dynamo vs. Montreal Impact 

Sporting Kansas City vs. New England Revolution 
FC Dallas vs. Portland Timbers 

Real Salt Lake vs. Colorado Rapids 
LA Galaxy vs. Chivas USA 

 
Monday 23rd July 

Vancouver Whitecaps vs. San Jose Earthquakes 
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MILAN SELLS 

SILVA TO PSG 

– IBRA’ TO FOLLOW? 
Paris Saint-Germain completed the 

transfer of Thiago Silva from AC Milan 

on Saturday for a fee believed to be 

around €42 million. The Brazil captain 

signed a five-year deal with a yearly 

salary reported to be €7.5 million with 

the Qatari-owned Parisians.  

 

Along with the expected arrival of Silva’s former Milan 

teammate Zlatan Ibrahimović, PSG have certainly shown their 

intent on making a big impression on the upcoming season’s 

UEFA Champions League. Although at this stage no deal has 

been struck between PSG and Ibrahimović’s agent, Mino 

Raiola, the Sweden captain is expected to leave Serie A for 

Ligue 1. Reports in Italy claim PSG have offered Ibrahimović a 

four-year deal with a salary of €9 million each season. Yet 

Raiola has said that his client is holding out for €15 million.  

 

If PSG manage to agree terms and complete the transfer of 

Ibrahimović, Milan will have received somewhere in the region 

of €65 million in transfer fees for the two players. 

 
 
Along with their salaries, it is reported that Milan will 

be saving up to €102 million over the next four years 

or so. With the introduction of Financial Fair Play, 

Silvio Berlusconi, the Milan owner, saw this as a way of 

getting in line with the new regulations. Where this 

leaves PSG in terms of FFP is currently unclear yet 

there is a feeling that they are getting their big 

spending done now before the regulations are put into 

practise. 

 

This double swoop leaves PSG as strong favourites for 

Ligue 1 going into the new season along with the 

signing of ex- Napoli forward Ezequiel Lavezzi. They 

also add much needed Champions League experience 

to a squad which apart from the likes of Thiago Motta 

and Brazilian defender Alex have relatively little 

experience playing in Europe’s Premier club 

competition. 

Neal Doyle 
Twitter @NealDoyle34 

TRANSFER SHORTS 
BULGARIA: Everton have 
confirmed the departure of 
young Portuguese striker João 
Silva to Bulgarian giants Levski 
Sofia on a 3-year deal. The 
move comes following two 
years at Goodison Park in which 
the 22-year-old failed to make 
any appearances for Everton. 

Dan Rawley 
 

RUSSIA: Russian outfit Tom 
Tomsk have completed the 
signing of former Scotland 
international Garry O’Connor 
on a 2-year deal. The 29-year-
old, who narrowly avoided jail 
last month, had been a free 
agent after his contract with 
Hibernian had expired on 1 
June. 

Dan Rawley 
 

UKRAINE: Metalist Kharkiv 

have announced the signing of 

Brazilian striker Willian Gomes 

de Siqueira on a five-year deal. 

The 25-year-old Willian helped 

Corinthians win the 2012 Copa 

Libertadores and will attempt 

to help Metalist fill the void left 

by the departure of Marko 

Devic to Ukrainian rival 

Shakhtar Donetsk. 
 

 

 

ONE IN/ONE 

OUT AT 

LIVERPOOL 
Liverpool signed AS Roma's 
forward Fabio Borini while 
Argentina midfielder Maxi 
Rodriguez left Anfield for Newell's 
Old Boys as new manager Brendan 
Rodgers began reshaping his squad 
on Friday. 
 

Borini, who worked with Rodgers on loan at Swansea 
City last year, has joined on a long-term deal after 
passing a medical at the Premier League club. No fee 
was given but British media said the deal was worth up 
to £11m.  
 

The 21-year-old, who scored 10 goals in 26 
appearances for Roma last season, was part of Italy's 
Euro squad which reached the final before losing 4-0 
to holders Spain, although he failed to get on the pitch. 

“Fabio fits the model of what we're trying to do 

in building not only for now but also for the 

future," Rodgers said of his first signing for the 

Anfield club who will wear the No. 29 shirt after 

asking for his lucky number. 
 

"He's a big talent, 21 years of age. He scores 

goals; and his passion, focus and concentration is 

a very important part of his game - and a big 

part of what you want from a player. He's 

technically strong, he's a good finisher with both 

feet, he can play central or on the sides in a 4-3-3 

up front, he's quick and he's tactically very 

good," said Rodgers. 
 

Maxi, who moved to Anfield from Atlético 

Madrid in January 2010, netted 17 goals in 73 

appearances for Liverpool. "I have tried to give 

everything every day that I was wearing the LFC 

crest," he said. "It has been a great honour to 

defend this shirt during two and a half years." 
 

The 31-year-old international began his career 

with Rosario-based Newell's before joining 

Espanyol in Spain. 

 

Will Burns 

Twitter @WillBurns6 
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GUERRERO 

LEAVES 

GERMANY 
Peruvian international striker 
Paolo Guerrero ended a 10-year 
spell in Germany to sign for 
Copa Libertadores champions 
Corinthians on Wednesday from 
Bundesliga side Hamburg. 
 

The 28-year-old - who first played for Bayern 
Munich in 2002 before moving on to Hamburg in 
2006 for whom he scored 51 goals in 183 
appearances - will undergo a medical in Hamburg 
on Thursday before travelling to Brazil and 
undergoing another medical there. 
 

"Both clubs have reached agreement over the 
transfer," said Hamburg sporting director Frank 
Arnesen, who didn't reveal either the transfer fee 
or the length of the contract. "For Paolo, it is a 
good thing he goes to play for that club and we 
wish him well." 

Guerrero, nicknamed the 'warrior', had an up 

and down time in Germany, receiving an eight 

game ban last season for a brutal foul on VfB 

Stuttgart 'keeper Sven Ulreich. 

 

Prior to that Guerrero had received a five game 

suspension in 2010 for throwing a bottle of 

water at a supporter who had insulted him. 

 

He also missed several months of the 2009/10 

season with a knee injury and while seeking 

treatment spent longer than expected back in his 

home country after developing a fear of flying. 

 

Guerrero lost an uncle in a plane crash in 1987 

and admitted that he had never been so scared 

in his life when the return flight from a Europa 

League match in France in August 2009 was 

caught up in severe turbulence. 

 

Corinthians won their first ever Copa 

Libertadores trophy last week, the ninth Brazilian 

club to do so, beating Argentinean giants Boca 

Juniors. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

    

    

 

 

RODALLEGA 

JOINS JOLS 

REVOLTION 
On Thursday Fulham completed 
their signing of striker Hugo 
Rodallega. The Colombian, 26, 
has signed a three year deal for 
the Cottagers joining on a free 
transfer after his three and a half 
year deal at Wigan came to an 
end. The whole deal is subject to 
a work permit though. 

Rodallega who had joined Wigan from Nexaca in 
2009 said this about his move to Fulham "I 
wanted to stay in England and I'm delighted that 
I now have this opportunity with Fulham," while 
Fulham manager Martin Jol said this about their 
capture of the Colombian "He is a great addition 
and I think he will contribute very well to our 
style and philosophy here." 
 
The 26 year old will always be remembered 
fondly by Wigan fans after securing their Premier 
League survival at the end of the 2010/2011 
season with a headed goal against Stoke. Some 
Wigan fans however may not be that sad to see 
the back of him since last season he had the 3

rd
 

worst chance conversion rate in the Premier 
League (out of players that scored) behind only 
Emile Heskey and Sylvain Ebanks-Blake.  
 

 

Ally Poole 
Twitter @HeskeyStats 

    

    

 

MILLER 

JUMPS TO MLS  
The Whitecaps made it official 
Monday morning, adding 
Scottish international striker 
Kenny Miller as the club's  

newest designated player. 
 

Scotland national team captain Kenny Miller has signed 
with Major League Soccer's Vancouver Whitecaps. The 
32-year-old forward scored 11 goals in 50 games last 
season with Cardiff in the second-tier English League 
Championship. Miller has 187 goals in 547 career club 
matches and is one of only five players after World War 
II to play for Glasgow rivals Rangers and Celtic. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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PSV 

SNATCH 

NARSINGH  

Heerenveen have sold highly-
rated prospect Luciano Narsingh 
to PSV Eindhoven for a fee 
rumoured to be €4.1m. 

 
The 21-year-old winger, who started his professional 
career at Abe Lenstra Stadion, Heerenveen in the 
2008/09 season, played 62 matches for the Friesland 
outfit, netting 13 goals while providing a bagful of 
assists. 
 
His contract with Heerenveen was due to expire in 
the summer of 2013. The club management wanted 
to prolong his stay by offering him a new contract, 
but the forward was unwilling to extend his contract, 
leaving the club no choice but to cash in on PSV’s 
offer rather than letting him go free next year. 
 
Johan Hansma, the Heerenveen technical director, 
expressed disappointment at the departure of the 
exciting young player, but insisted that the club had 
no other choice. 

“Narsingh would not sign an extension with 

Heerenveen. We did not want to risk losing him on a 

free transfer next year. He would have just walked 

out of the door”, Hansma was quoted as saying to 

the Dutch media. 

 

Dick Advocaat, the PSV head coach, was extremely 

delighted at the arrival of Narsingh, and revealed 

that the signing of the young winger will hand him 

more options upfront. 

 

“I think Narsingh is a good choice. With him in the 

squad now, we will have more options upfront. He is 

extremely talented given that he is only 21 years old. 

He has already made it into the national 

team. PSV will certainly prove to be a good step in his 

career in the coming years”, Advocaat was quoted as 

saying to Voetbal International. 

 

Ajax Amsterdam were also interested in acquiring 

the Dutchman’s services before the 2012/13 

campaign kicks-off. However, the talented winger 

has himself expressed his desire to join the 

Eindhoven giants. 

 

The transfer will represent yet another blow to 

Heerenveen, who have seen Bas Dost, Daryl Janmaat 

and Viktor Elm all leave the club earlier this summer. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

    

  
 

 

BRADLEY 

FINALLY 

JOINS ROMA 
AS Roma has confirmed that 
they have secured the services 
of United States international 
midfielder Michael Bradley from 
Chievo Verona for a reported 
fee of €3.75m. Bradley has 
signed a contract until the 
summer of 2016 with his new 
club. 
 

New Roma coach Zdenek Zeman was keen to add 
some fresh blood to his midfield, and has now got 
the reinforcements he was after. 
 

The 24-year-old Bradley started his professional 
career at the New York/New Jersey 
MetroStars and also wore the jerseys of 
Heerenveen, Borussia Monchengladbach and 
Aston Villa before joining Chievo in the summer of 
2011.  

He immediately became a key player at the 
Serie A side, and has now earned himself a 
transfer to Roma with his good performances 
last term. 
 
"I am very happy to be able to play at Roma," 
Bradley told AS Roma News. "This chance only 
comes once in a lifetime. This club believes in 
me and I have proved that I am worthy of 
wearing this shirt. Now I want to show that I 
can earn a starting place at Roma, that I'm a 
player who can help the team to do well and 
give my best. "I am really enthusiastic and 
looking forward to working with Zeman, who is 
one of the best coaches in Italy." 
 
The USA international attracted the attention 
of several clubs after an impressive debut 
season in Serie A. 
 
Bradley, who has won 69 caps for his country, 
joined Chievo last year from Borussia 
Monchengladbach and made 31 league 
appearances for the Serie A outfit. 
 
Meanwhile, Romanian youngster Adrian Stoian 
has moved from Roma to Chievo as part of the 
deal. Chievo have paid €500,000 for 50 percent 
of the 21-year-old's rights. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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 DATE NAME/NATIONALITY FROM TO FEE  

11th July Richmond Boakye-Yiadom (GHA) Genoa (ITA) Juventus (ITA) Undisclosed 

11th July Sadio Diallo (GUI) Bastia (FRA) Rennes (FRA) Undisclosed 

11th July Gai Assulin (ISR) Manchester City (ENG) Racing Santander (ESP) Undisclosed 

11th July Gianni Zuiverloon (NED) Real Mallorca (ESP) Heerenveen (NED) Undisclosed 

11th July Marco Ruben (ARG) Villarreal (ESP) Dinamo Kiev (UKR) Undisclosed 

11th July José Paolo Guerrero (PER) Hamburg (GER) Corinthians (BRA) Undisclosed 

11th July Yassine El Ghanassy (BEL) Gent (BEL) West Bromwich Albion (ENG) Loan 

11th July Justin Braun (USA) Montreal Impact (CAN) Real Salt Lake (USA) Trade 

12th July Hugo Rodallega (COL) Wigan Athletic (ENG) Fulham (ENG) Free 

12th July Jonatan Lucca (BRA) Internacional (BRA) AS Roma (ITA) €700,000 

12th July Maxi Lopez (ARG) Catania (ITA) Sampdoria (ITA) Loan 

12th July Matías Silvestre (ARG) Palermo (ITA) Inter Milan (ITA) Loan 

12th July Facundo Roncaglia (ARG) Boca Juniors (ARG) Fiorentina (ITA) Free 

12th July Gianluca Sansone (ITA) Sassulo (ITA) Torino (ITA) Undisclosed 

12th July Léo Bonatini (BRA) Cruzeiro (BRA) Juventus (ITA) Undisclosed 

13th July David Di Michele (ITA) Lecce (ITA) Chievo (ITA) Free 

13th July Fabio Borini (ITA) AS Roma (ITA) Liverpool (ENG) Undisclosed 

13th July Hamit Altintop (TUR) Real Madrid (ESP) Galatasaray (TUR) Undisclosed 

13th July Reginaldo de Matos Maicosuel (BRA) Botafogo (BRA) Udinese (ITA) Undisclosed 

13th July Daniel Pranjic (CRO) Bayern Munich (GER) Sporting Lisbon (POR) Free 

13th July Maxi Rodriguez (ARG) Liverpool (ENG) Newells Old Boys (ARG) Undisclosed 

13th July Tyson Wahl (USA) Montreal Impact (CAN) Colorado Rapids (USA) Trade 

13th July Deividas Semberas (LIT) CSKA Moscow (RUS) Alania Vladikavkaz (RUS) Free 

14th July Alberto Rodriguez (PER) Sporting Lisbon (POR) Deportivo la Coruna (ESP) Loan 

14th July Thiago Silva (BRA) AC Milan (ITA) Paris Saint-Germain (FRA) Undisclosed 

14th July Francesco Valiani (ITA) Parma (ITA) Siena (ITA) Undisclosed 

15th July Leonardo Pisculichi (ARG) Al Arabi (SAU) Shandong Luneng (CHN) Undisclosed 

15th July Jose Ortigoza (PAR) Al Arabi (SAU) Shandong Luneng (CHN) Undisclosed 

15th July Evaldo (BRA) Sporting Lisbon (POR) Deportivo la Coruna (ESP) Loan 

15th July Marco Verrati (ITA) Pescara (ITA) Paris Saint-Germain (FRA) €12m 

15th July Michael Bradley (USA) Chievo (ITA) AS Roma (ITA) Undisclosed 

15th July Juan (BRA) AS Roma (ITA) Internacional (BRA) Undisclosed 

15th July Adrian Stoian (ROM) AS Roma (ITA) Chievo (ITA) €500,000 

16th July Luciano Narsingh (NED) Heerenveen (NED) PSV Eindhoven (NED) Undisclosed 

16th July Lorenzo De Silvestri (ITA) Fiorentina (ITA) Sampdoria (ITA) Loan 

16th July Cristiano Lupatelli (ITA) Genoa (ITA) Sampdoria (ITA) Free 

16th July Kenny Miller (SCO) Cardiff City (WAL) Vancouver Whitecaps (CAN) Free 

 16th July Valon Behrami (SWI) Fiorentina (ITA) Napoli (ITA) Undisclosed  

 16th July Alessandro Gamberini (ITA) Fiorentina (ITA) Napoli (ITA) Undisclosed  

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

CARROLL 

COMING 

HOME? 
Rumours are abound that 
Liverpool striker Andy 
Carroll, unwanted by new 
manager Brendan Rodgers, 
will return to hometown 
club Newcastle United on 
loan. 

Alan Pardew has challenged owner Mike Ashley to 

ramp up Newcastle's bid for Andy Carroll and bring 

the unsettled £35million striker back to St James' 

Park. 

 

The 50-year-old Toon boss is keen to secure the 

England international's return just 18 months after 

he sold him for a British transfer record fee to 

Liverpool. 

 

Newcastle had an approach to take the England 

international on a season-long loan firmly rebuffed 

by Liverpool on Sunday night but they will now be 

expected to come back with another offer after 

receiving good vibes from Carroll’s camp. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6  
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