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PREM LEAGUE 

ANNOUNCE 

NEW UNDER-21 

TOURNAMENT 
AS Great Britain revelled in an 

Olympic gold rush last 

weekend their footballers 

were, rather predictably, left 

on the outside looking in after 

their loss to South Korea in 

Cardiff. 
 

With high performance programs and talent 

identification all coming glorious fruition in 

rowing, athletics, cycling and even tennis it was 

the most popular, the most played and most 

professional sport in the United Kingdom that 

failed to live up to its part of the bargain. 

 

Throughout all of the celebrations then, it 

probably escaped most people’s attention that 

at long last football is starting to put its 

emphasis on young talent as the Premier 

League announced a new competition for 

Under 21 players. 

 

Starting on August 17 six clubs from the 

Championship will join 17 from the Premier 

League in a tournament that will consist of a 

league stage (three groups), an elite pool stage 

and then knock-outs. The regulations will also 

allow for three over-age players to be included 

along with one over-age goalkeeper.  

 

Firstly, it will give younger players all around 

the country the opportunity to compete at a 

level higher than the FA Youth Cup with more 

intensity than the reserve leagues, while all the 

time helping to bridge the gap between the 

academies and first-team football. 

 

It will also allow players to enjoy more 

consistency in selection which reserve-team 

football does not offer because the senior 

management will parachute players in and out 

based on the needs of the first team if players 

are returning from injury or suspension.  

 

In turn that should allow pairings to develop 

better understandings, whether it be in centre 

defence, between full-backs and wingers or the 

most coveted partnership in football: the front 

two. 

 

Clearly, there is an appetite from the clubs for 

more serious levels of competition between the 

ages of 18-21 as proven by the success of the 

Next Gen Series – a Champions League for U19s. 

 

It is the fastest way to approach a flawed system 

in England which has been badly exposed in the 

past five years by the manner of Barcelona’s 

unprecedented success in club competition and 

Spain’s all-out dominance at international level. 

 

Sir Alex Ferguson bemoaned the regulations in 

place in the UK which limits the amount of 

coaching hours a young player can be exposed 

to. “We are only allowed to coach youngsters for 

an hour and a half a week. Barcelona can coach 

them every hour of the day if they want. It’s a 

great philosophy,” he lamented after 

Manchester United’s 3-1 Champions League final 

loss to the Catalans at Wembley in 2011. 

The facts highlight the huge gulf between the 

operations of clubs in the UK and on the 

continent. Between the ages of 10 and 18 

players in England are exposed to roughly 

2,000-3,000 coaching hours due to 

educational requirements and restrictions on 

the clubs. By contrast players in the same age 

bracket at Barcelona’s La Masia academy will 

receive upwards of 8,000 hours of coaching. 

 

While the top clubs in the Premier League 

cannot force a radical overhaul of the system 

overnight, this new tournament should help 

expose their younger players to more 

heightened competition. Mistakes made in 

war always leave a greater mark than those 

made in training so presumably by fighting 

more battles young British players can help 

close the gap between themselves and their 

continental rivals. 

 

That said, this competition is like using a mop 

on an oil spill but at least it’s a promising step 

in the right direction. 

Adam Redmond 
Writer – Irish Daily Mail 

Twitter @AdamRedmond 
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INTER’S NEW 

STADIUM WITH 

CHINESE STAKES 
 

Inter Milan has completed an 
agreement that sees a Chinese 
consortium secure a significant 
stake, while an affiliation has 
been established to develop a 
new stadium in alliance with 
China Railway Construction 
Corporation. 

 

Inter, which finished sixth in Serie A last season, 
said the Moratti family will retain control of the 
club with the Chinese investors becoming its 
second largest shareholder. To ensure that the 
new investors are fairly represented in the 
company, Kamchi Li, Kenneth Huang and Fabrizio 
Rindi will become members of the board of 
directors. 
 

Inter said in a statement: “F.C. Internazionale 
welcomes the new shareholders and is proud to 
give start to this new phase of the corporate life 
of the club, aimed at expanding its presence in 
the Asian markets to raise new resources for the 
enhancement of its international future 
development and winning perspectives.” 

Inter, along with city rival AC Milan, has played 

in the 80,000-capacity San Siro stadium since 
1926 but has been exploring the potential of 

developing a new home for some time now. 
This search is likely to have been intensified 
after witnessing the success of Juventus’ new 

stadium, which opened last season.  
 

The partnership with China Railways envisions 

the construction of a new stadium to be 
completed by 2017. In the upcoming months 

the two parties will jointly select potentially 
suitable locations, define the project team and 

start the filing process to obtain the required 
authorisations. 
 

President Massimo Moratti has stated the 

investment in the club by a Chinese 
consortium and the new stadium partnership 

with China Railway Construction Corporation 
will strengthen the Milan giant and also 

provides a vote of confidence in the ailing 
Italian economy. 
 

The Chinese investors will reportedly pay 
€55M for a 15% stake in Inter, becoming the 

second-biggest shareholder of the Serie A club, 
while China Railway will partner with the club 
in developing a new stadium by 2017. “The 

agreement signed is first and foremost a way 
of strengthening the club,” Moratti told Sky 

Italia. “It’s also a good business deal as far as 
Italy is concerned: an investment by China, by 

one of the biggest Chinese groups, an 
investment for the future in the shape of the 

stadium. It also comes at a difficult time so it 
shows confidence in the country, in the 

currency.” 

With Inter having been vocal in its bid to 

move away from the San Siro stadium it 

shares with city rival AC Milan, Moratti 

stated that the new partnership revolves 

around the development of a new home for 

the club. Concerning the terms of the 

agreement, Moratti said: “There’s a minority 

holding which is likely to increase as more 

investors join this group and the main aim is 

to build a new stadium – that’s what the 

agreement with China Railway is really about 

and it’s a very important one for Inter. I must 

say I think it’s also important for Milan and 

Europe because it’s the first time this 

company has made an investment in Europe, 

yet it’s a company that is present all over the 

world.” 
 

Moratti also believes the deal can have a 

significant impact on Inter’s commercial 

fortunes in the Asian market. The club 

recently toured Indonesia, while the Italian 

league has also been proactive in embracing 

the region’s football fans having staged the 

Supercoppa Italiana in Beijing in three of the 

past four years.  
 

“Yes, we have lots of fans in China, in 

Indonesia and in other places around there 

and I think this agreement can increase that 

aspect even further so I’m very pleased about 

that,” said Moratti. “It will certainly have a 

knock-on effect from a commercial 

standpoint, in terms of the number of fans 

and the interest shown by that country.” 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

  



- 5 - 
 

  

BR
AZ

IL 
 

 

ROBERTO CARLOS RETIRES 
On Wednesday the 1st of August one of the best defenders to ever 
grace a football field, Roberto Carlos, retired.  
 

News of his retirement wasn’t that shocking however since he was taken out of Anzhi’s squad back in 
March. The football world was saddened by the 39 year old’s retirement but there is actually good 
reason for it. Anzhi manager Guus Hiddink said this about Carlos "Roberto had been a world class 
player, but unfortunately he doesn't play anymore," 
 

Carlos is set to take a directorial role in the Russian club with their owner Suleiman Kerimov expressing 
his desire for Carlos to become a worldwide ambassador for the club.  Despite the huge sums of money 
that envelop the Dagestan club (apparently Carlos was given a Bugatti Veyron for his 38

th
 birthday from 

the club’s owner) it is still a little surprising that Carlos wants to stay in the region however, since he 
suffered racist abuse at a couple of away matches whilst playing for Anzhi.  
 

The Brazillian started his career off at Uniao Sao Joao in Brazil. He may have only played 33 games for 
the club but his performances were so impressive he gained a call up to the Brazil squad, definitely a 
rare achievement for a Sao Joao player. Between 1993 and 1995 Carlos played for Palmeiras and really 
made his name as a great player so early in his career, winning 2 consecutive league titles in Brazil.  
 

In 1995, he saw a move to Italian giants Inter Milan but Carlos stayed there for only one season. 
According to @FrancesCalcio on twitter “Roberto Carlos was loved (at Inter), and many were upset 
when Hodgson let him leave.” High praise indeed for a one season wonder! Carlos went to Real Madrid 
in 1996 and played there for 11 years racking up 370 appearances. He was quite simply one of the best 
players in the world during his time in Madrid and won just about everything he could with Real 
including 4 La Liga titles and 3 Champions Leagues. Spells at Fenerbahce and Anzhi brought him to the 
end of his career with style and vast riches.  
 

Personally he was once named defender of the year, and was named twice in the FIFA Team of the 
Year. Winning the Golden Foot in 2008 really encapsulated the achievements of his career. 125 caps, 2 
Copa Americas and a World Cup for Brazil will still probably not be remembered as much as that goal 
against France in the 1997 Tournoi De France (England won that competition don’t you forget!) The 
epic banana shot free kick that curved amazingly into the corner of the net was one of the best free 
kicks ever and has been a YouTube sensation for many years now.  
 

Fans of Carlos shouldn’t despair though as there is going to be a farewell game between Anzhi and Real 
Madrid. Carlos said "We need to set up a date that suits both clubs. I would like to have my farewell to 
be played in Makhachkala." 
 

Ally Poole 
Twitter @HeskeyStats 

 

NEWS SHORTS 
NETHERLANDS: Blackburn operations 

director Paul Agnew refused to rule out 

the English Championship club taking 

action against supporters involved in 

violence that resulted Sunday afternoon's 

proposed friendly against NEC Nijmegen 

being cancelled. Police and local 

authorities in Nijmegen took the decision 

after intelligence emerged via social 

networking sites suggesting there would 

be a repeat of unsavoury scenes involving 

Rovers fans in Holland over the previous 

two evenings. There were clashes in 

Deventer on Friday night after Steve 

Kean's men went down 4-2 to Go Ahead 

Eagles and incidents with Blackburn and 

NEC followers occurred in Nijmegen last 

night. 
 

SPAIN: Barcelona boss Tito Vilanova has 

hit out at reports linking the club with 

Neymar. The 20-year-old forward is 

playing for Brazil at the Olympics, but 

that has not stopped him being linked 

with a move to La Liga, with both Barca 

and Real Madrid hoping to secure his 

signature. However, the 42-year-old 

trainer has now moved to dismiss 

rumours that Neymar could be set to join 

his side. "I've never spoken about signing 

Neymar," he told Marca. "You journalists 

are the ones who wrote the stories." 
 

ENGLAND: Manchester United has 

announced that a new shirt sponsorship 

deal with Chevrolet will bring in a record-

breaking US$559M (£357M) over a 

seven-year agreement. The Glazers-

owned club confirmed financial details of 

the deal in a regulatory filing on Friday as 

it prepares to launch its initial public 

offering (IPO) on the New York Stock 

Exchange later this month. United’s 

partnership with the General Motors 

(GM) brand will commence in the 2014-

15 season, but the club said it will begin 

to pay financial dividends as soon as this 

year. GM will pay fees of $18.6 million in 

the 2012-13 and 2013-14 seasons, before 

the first year of the agreement kicks in 

with a payment of $70 million in 2014-15. 

GM’s payments will then increase by 

2.1% every season through 2020-21. 

Insurance firm Aon has emblazoned its 

logo across the shirt of the club since 

2010-11, with its deal worth £80 million 

to United. The disclosure of GM’s 

investment means that United has more 

than doubled the value of their shirt 

sponsorship, smashing the record for 

such deals in the process. 
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MALAGA ON 

THE BRINK 
Club escapes the drop, but 
what does the future hold for 
La Liga’s wealthiest club? 
 

Malaga CF escaped relegation from La Liga and 
possible further sanctions this week as the July 
31

st
 deadline for payment of debts passed.  An 

official from the clubs’ Qatar-based owners 
flew in to deal with the immediate issues and 
ensure the clubs short-term future, however 
many cracks appear to have formed in the 
clubs structure. 
 

Just two months after achieving their highest 
ever finish in the top flight, and weeks away 
from the clubs maiden foray into European 
football, the league and government called in 
various monies which were owed under new 
laws. 
 

The club’s Qatari-based backers, who were so 
willing to throw money at the club and develop 
a 5 year plan for success when they first took 
ownership in June 2010, have been in disarray 
this year amid talk of a breakdown between 
the billionaire owners and the clubs’ board.  

This led to numerous late payments of player’s 

wages and the threat of a formal complaint 

from star names Santi Cazorla and Ruud van 

Nistelrooy among others within the squad. 

 

After a meeting in July these problems 

appeared to be ironed out, however more 

claimants made their cases known – including 

Villarreal (who claim to be owed £3.5 million 

from the Cazorla sale) and the Spanish tax 

department, who requested £7 million in back 

taxes. 

 

On Thursday the club finally broke their silence 

in a statement on their own website.  Claiming 

that a restructuring effort was in effect to 

meet UEFA’s new Financial Fair Play rules, the 

owners stated that they could not at this time 

plough large funds of money into the coffers, 

but would instead try to “guarantee that the 

club is self-sufficient and sustainable”.  

 

However, it also emerged that the clubs 

Sporting Director had left on the eve of this 

statement, and that coach Manuel Pellegrini 

was due for talks which could see him leave 

the club in the near future.  In addition it has 

become clear that some of the squad’s most 

reliable names - Nacho Monreal, Isco, Jeremy 

Toulalan, Joaquin and Salomon Rondon – are 

readily available for a quick sale. 

 

All of this points to a fire sale – hoping for a 

generous cash injection from transfer funds to 

ease the troubles in the short term, not the 

cornerstone of any great financial plan.  The 

saga over Arsenal’s bid for Santi Cazorla only 

strengthens this argument. 

 

The player agreed terms with Arsenal and was 

all set for a move, however Malaga have 

stuttered on the actual fee.  They pointed at 

the huge £44 million buy-out clause in the 

players’ contract, before settling on a more 

reasonable £20 million.  However this 

agreement has seemingly been on hold for 

over a week now. 

 

Whether holding out for more money, or 

hoping to offload other stars and keep their 

most prized-possession, it comes across as 

desperate tactics from a club who have risen 

so far in such a short space of time.  

Meanwhile, World Cup and European 

Championship winning Cazorla himself has 

openly stated his desire to leave the club, and 

must regret choosing the Andalusian club 

ahead of the Premier League side last summer. 

 
Andrew Davidson 

Twitter @El_Andrew_Uno 
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The men’s Olympic Football coverage continues with last Wednesday’s action below and check out the quarter-final happenings on 
the page 8. 

 

Wednesday 1st August 2012 
 

GROUP A – City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry 

UAE 1-1 SENEGAL 

 

GROUP A – Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

GREAT BRITAIN 1-0 URUGUAY 
Moussa Konate scored his fourth goal of the tournament to rescue a 1-1 
draw for Senegal against the United Arab Emirates and set up a meeting with 
Mexico in the quarter-final. Konate's header shortly after half-time ensured 
that Senegal finished the group stage on five points, with Uruguay's defeat 
against Great Britain meaning that they would have been sent through to the 
next round regardless of the result at the City of Coventry Stadium. Ismaeil 
Matar opened the scoring against the run of play in the first half with a 
delicate chip but Pape Souare, turning in a fine display at full-back, received 
a pass in space high up the field and ignored Balde's run to the near post to 
pick out the entirely unmarked Konate, who made no mistake with his 
header from six yards. 
 

Team GB progressed to the knockout phase of the Olympics as group winners 
after a fairly comfortable 1-0 win over the disappointing Uruguay. Stuart 
Pearce's men controlled much of the match before some late pressure from 
the South Americans and although there weren't many clear-cut chances in 
the first period, GB went into the break in the lead as Daniel Sturridge netted 
in stoppage time. For the goal, Scott Sinclair cut inside before slipping an 
inch-perfect pass in behind the defence for Allen. The Wales international cut 
the ball back for himself and found Sturridge amidst a crowd of players in the 
area, but the Chelsea man was able to poke the ball into an open goal, 
allowing Stuart Pearce’s side to go into the break in the lead. 

  

GROUP B – Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

MEXICO 1-0 SWITZERLAND 
GROUP B – Wembley Stadium, London 

GABON 0-0 KOREA REPUBLIC 
Oribe Peralta scored the game's only goal off an assist from Giovani dos 

Santos as Mexico won Group B. El Tri had only needed a point against the 

Swiss after picking up a draw and win in their first two games. Dos Santos 

started ahead of Miguel Ponce for the first time in the tournament and it 

proved to be the right move. The night's lone goal was set up by both Javier 

Aquino and Dos Santos. Aquino found Dos Santos at the top of the box and 

the Tottenham man walked it in through traffic before Peralta picked it up 

off his feet and fired past the keeper in the 69th minute. 

South Korea qualified after finishing their group campaign with a 
disappointing goalless draw against Gabon. Both sides struggled to create 
chances in a match that didn't offer much entertainment for its Wembley 
crowd. Levy Madinda's deflected shot that struck the post was the closest 
anyone came to opening the scoring. South Korea started proceedings on the 
front foot as a long direct ball up field sent Park Chu Young through but the 
Arsenal man’s shot was weak and straight at D. Ovono. Influential Gabonese 
player Merlin Tandjigorahad was then forced to leave the field due to injury 
which was a blow to the Panthers hopes of earning the victory they 
desperately needed.  
 

  

GROUP C – Hampden Park, Glasgow 

BELARUS 1-3 EGYPT 
GROUP C – St. James Park, Newcastle 

BRAZIL 3-0 NEW ZEALAND 
Egypt qualified for the quarter-finals of the Olympics with a deserved 3-1 win 
over Belarus at Hampden Park. The North Africans struggled to break down a 
dogged Belarusian side in the opening period but got the all-important 
breakthrough 11 minutes after the break as Mohamed Salah sweetly 
controlled a long ball through the middle and slotted home his third goal of 
the competition. Belarus responded by abandoning the caution they had 
shown for the first hour, but that only made them more susceptible to the 
counter-attack and two flowing moves from the Egyptians allowed Marwan 
Mohsen and then Mohamed Aboutrika the easiest of finishes. Andrei 
Voronkov pulled one back with a fine header three minutes from time but it 
was too little too late for Belarus. 
 

Brazil secured its position as Group C winner and maintained its 100 percent 

record in the tournament after beating New Zealand 3-0 thanks to goals from 

Danilo, Leandro Damiao and Sandro. Mano Menezes’ side took the lead in the 

23rd through Danilo after great attacking move culminated in a one-two with 

Damiao leaving the midfielder with a simple finish past Michael O’Keeffe. It 

was two shortly after as after another sublime bit of play the Internacional 

striker who slotted the ball into the net. The Tottenham midfielder added a 

third just after halftime with a powerful strike into the bottom corner while 

the only negative to come from the game for Brazil was when Alex Sandro 

was sent off for two bookable offenses.  

  

GROUP D – Old Trafford, Manchester 

SPAIN 0-0 MOROCCO 
GROUP D – City of Coventry Stadium, Coventry 

HONDURAS 0-0 JAPAN 
Spain exited the Olympics this evening without finding the net from their 
three group matches. The latest nation to shut them out was Morocco, who 
held firm despite having to cope with sustained Spanish pressure after the 
restart at Old Trafford. Nordin Amrabat was Morocco's brightest player and 
he had a couple efforts at goal. However, Manchester United goalkeeper 
David de Gea was equal to the Galatasaray midfielder's shots. Spain's better 
chances at goal arrived during the second half. Atletico Madrid striker Adrian 
Lopez had the best of them, but he chipped wide of the target from six yards 
out with 65 minutes played. Chelsea midfielder Oriol Romeu also went close 
for the Spanish, but his headed effort was cleared off the line.  
 

Honduras held Japan to a 0-0 draw Wednesday to advance to the 
quarterfinals. The Central Americans finished second in Group D and will face 
gold medal favourite Brazil in the last eight. The Japanese had the first scoring 
opportunity after a quarter of an hour when Yuki Otsu broke forward and 
shot from far out, forcing a comfortable save from Jose Mendoza in the 
Honduras goal. Bengston's near goal came seven minutes before half time, 
when he fired in a shot on the turn inside the box. Gonda was up to the task 
and dived low to save. Two minutes later Gonda was called into action once 
again, this time stopping a long-range free kick from Maynor Figueroa. 
  

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

  
 

GROUP A TABLE GROUP B TABLE GROUP C TABLE GROUP D TABLE 
Pos Team P W D L Pts 

1 Great Britain 3 2 1 0 7 
2 Senegal 3 1 2 0 5 
3 Uruguay 3 1 0 2 3 
4 U.A.E. 3 0 0 3 0 

 

Pos Team P W D L Pts 

1 Mexico 3 2 1 0 7 
2 Korea Rep 3 1 2 0 5 
3 Gabon 3 0 2 1 2 
4 Switzerland 3 0 1 2 1 

 

Pos Team P W D L Pts 

1 Brazil 3 3 0 0 9 
2 Egypt 3 1 1 1 4 
3 Belarus 3 1 0 2 3 
4 New Zealand 3 0 1 2 1 

 

Pos Team P W D L Pts 

1 Japan 3 2 1 0 7 
2 Honduras 3 1 2 0 5 
3 Morocco 3 0 2 1 2 
4 Spain 3 0 1 2 1 
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Saturday 4th August 2012 
 

QUARTER-FINAL - St James' Park, Newcastle 

BRAZIL 3-2 HONDURAS 

 

QUARTER-FINAL - Old Trafford, Manchester 

JAPAN 3-0 EGYPT 
In a game which I attended, Honduras gave Brazil an almighty scare in their 

quarter-final, but a Leandro Damiao hit a brace as the tournament favourites 
fought back from behind twice to win 3-2 in a match that the Brazilians may 

have not deserved to win. Having dominated the opening ten minutes 

Honduras hit the big-guns with a sucker punch. Espinoza, a pivotal figure in 

their group successes, fired the ball to Maynor Figueroa at the edge of the 
box, whose heavy touch fell kindly to Martinez. He made no mistake, slicing 

a volley past Gabriel into the far top corner. Brazil looked stunned, with the 

goal robbing them of all their early impetus, swagger and creativity. However 

the balance of the game shifted massively when Crisanto was booked for 
going in late on Hulk, before doing so again less than a minute on Neymar, 

who made a meal of it, and the Honduran received a harsh second yellow 

card. The St. James Park neutral crowd turned on Brazil, as they instantly 

went about making their numerical advantage count. Hulk drove into the 
right side of the penalty area and, as Mendoza raced wide to meet him, 

drilled in a low cross. The defence failed to clear and Leandro epitomised his 

predatory reputation by squeezing the ball home. Honduras fired out of the 

block after the break, Espinosa cut inside Juan on the right flank and sent a 
left-footed shot perfectly into the far bottom corner to put Honduras ahead 

again, but they held the lead for no time at all. Leandro Damiao was brought 

down in the box by Vasquez on the very next Brazil attack, with Neymar 

emphatically dispatching the penalty. With two goals in the first five 

minutes, it only took another ten for Brazil to strike again, taking the lead for 
the first time. Leandro Damiao bagged his fourth of the tournament after 

turning superbly in the box, having been fed by Neymar, to slot into the 

bottom left-hand corner. Brazil almost let Honduras back in though, with 

Martinez’s corner causing mayhem in the box as Gabriel misjudged its flight, 
with Espinoza’s effort deflected over. Ultimately though Brazil eased their 

way to victory, and their job was made a little simpler in the closing minutes 

as Espinoza was sent off for two bookings. 

 

Japan kept a fourth consecutive clean sheet and secured a semi-final clash 
with Mexico after beating ten-man Egypt 3-0 at Old Trafford in Manchester. 
Kensuke Nagai began the scoring in the first half before Maya Yoshida and 
Yuki Otsu added further gloss to the scoreline in the second period as Takashi 
Sekizuka's side capitalised on their man advantage following the 41st-minute 
sending-off of Saad Saadeldin. The Samurai Blue progress to the last four and 
another knockout match on Tuesday at Wembley, while Egypt head home 
wondering what could have been after their last-gasp qualification from the 
group stage. Fresh from topping Group D with two victories and a draw, 
Japan started the quarter-final brightly, Daisuke Suzuki having the first 
opportunity of the encounter but failing with a header from Takahiro 
Ohgihara's free-kick after ten minutes. Four minutes later, Japan were in 
front. Hiroshi Kiyotake won possession in midfield and found Nagai, who took 
advantage of confusion between Egypt goalkeeper Ahmed Elshenawi and his 
defence to grab his second goal of the tournament and put the Asian side 
ahead. The Nagoya Grampus striker was injured during the move, however, 
and had to be substituted shortly after, with Manabu Saito his replacement. 
Egypt attempted to respond, with Mohamed Aboutrika sending a header well 
wide, Hiroki Sakai having to clear a dangerous cross from Ahmed Fathi, and 
Eslam Ramadan firing a free-kick over from a promising position. The African 
side's growing pressure was deflated four minutes before half-time, though. 
A fast counter-attack by the Japanese concluded with Saad committing a 
professional foul on Saito. The referee produced a red card for the defender, 
leaving Egypt coach Hany Ramzy with a lot of work to do at the break. A goal 
and a man up, Japan controlled the action in the second half, effectively 
restricting any attacks from the Egyptians, who could not find any way 
through a stubborn defence. The match was ended as a contest in the 79th 
minute, when defender Yoshida connected with a Kiyotake set-piece to head 
past Egypt 'keeper Elshenawi. And the icing was added to the cake four 
minutes later, courtesy of another cross. This time it was Ohgihara who 
delivered for Otsu to head into the net to book Japan’s place in the semis. 
 

  

QUARTER-FINAL - Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

GREAT BRITAIN 1-1 KOREA REPUBLIC 
Korea Republic win 5-4 on pens 

QUARTER-FINAL - Wembley Stadium, London 

MEXICO 4-2 SENEGAL 
After extra-time 

One of the greatest days in British Olympic history ended with a familiar 

quarter-final penalty shoot-out exit, this time at the hands of Korea Republic. 

Chelsea striker Daniel Sturridge missed the vital last kick, allowing Celtic's Ki 

Sungyueng to send South Korea into a last four meeting with Brazil. Much 

like their female counterparts 24 hours earlier, GB had been quickly forced 

onto the back foot by quick, dangerous opponents. The Koreans dominated 

most of the first half and it was no surprise they grabbed the initiative, 

Butland let himself down by failing to make what appeared a fairly routine 

save. Half an hour elapsed before GB put together their first attacking move 

of any significance and that ended with an unfortunate ricochet off Craig 

Bellamy. However, the game changed when Wilmar Roldan awarded the 

hosts two penalties in the space of four minutes. The first was for an 

handball by Oh Jaesuk as he slid in to block Ryan Bertrand's shot, the second 

when Sturridge went down following a tackle from Hwang Seokho. Aaron 

Ramsey stepped up on both occasions. His first shot crept under Jung 

Sungryong's body. The second time he went for the opposite side, read it, 

and palmed it away. Micah Richards was threatening inside the Korean box 

when he collided in mid-air with keeper Jung Sungryong, an incident which 

ultimately resulted in both men being replaced. Extra-time came and went 

and we moved into the dreaded penalty shootout, Korea enjoyed a 100 per 

cent success rate, with Sturridge’s stuttering run-up guessed correctly by 

substitute goalkeeper Lee Bumyoung. 

A Wembley crowd saw Senegal battle back from 2-0 down only to gift Mexico 
two goals in extra time in this entertaining clash which saw El Tri run out 4-2 
winners. Mexico took the lead with a well-worked goal after ten minutes, 
Giovani dos Santos clipped in a free kick which Jorge Enriquez headed 
towards far post and drifted past the despairing dive of Ousmane Mane. 
Mexico had to wait until after the hour mark to make it 2-0 through Javier 
Aquino. Mane saved well at the feet of Peralta, but the ball fell kindly for 
Aquino who blasted it home from 12 yards. The Lions of Teranga refused to 
give up and went close when Corona saved well from Konate’s volley from 
another Souare left-wing cross. That was a warning sign as the Souare-Konate 
axis inevitably paid off two minutes later. A downward header from Konate 
following his team-mate’s cross gave him his fifth goal of the tournament – 
and his side a lifeline. Senegal got the equaliser their efforts deserved with a 
quarter of an hour to go when Souare’s corner was headed home by Ibrahima 
Balde. With the score level, we needed another 30 minutes and Mexico 
dominated the early stages of the first period. El Tri went ahead again in 
fortunate circumstances, Dos Santos capitalising on a terrible defensive lapse. 
Papa Gueye dallied in possession on the edge of his box, when the energetic 
Tottenham Hotspur forward stole the ball and coolly slotted home. Another 
piece of defensive naivety allowed Mexico to score their fourth of the 
afternoon and wrap-up the game. Under pressure, Ba casually tried to play 
the ball back to Mane, but power in his headerwas lacking. It allowed Raul 
Jimenez to latch on to the loose ball, hit a shot, which the keeper parried, but 
Herrera was on hand to turn it home. Senegal refused to give up and Corona 
acrobatically tipped the ball over the bar with one hand to keep out Balde’s 
half-volley, but that was the last real chance they created. 
 

 

 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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NO UPSETS 
Some of the European big guns joined the competition this week with Celtic, Dynamo Kyiv and 
FC Basel all grabbing first blood in their opening leg of the Third Qualifying Round. 
 
Dynamo Kyiv came from behind to secure a narrow first-leg lead thanks to Ideye Brown's fifth 
goal in four matches this season. Ruben Schaken opened the scoring for the visitors four 
minutes after the break, but Dynamo levelled before the hour when Lex Immers put through 
his own net. The lively Brown then continued his impressive run of form – he has scored the 
winning goal in every Dynamo game so far this term – to give the hosts a slender advantage 
heading into next week's return in Rotterdam. 
 
Scotland’s Celtic came from a goal behind to beat HJK Helsinki 2-1 in their first leg in Glasgow. 
Rasmus Schüller opened the scoring for the visitors early in the second half but two goals in six 
minutes from Gary Hooper and Charlie Mulgrew gave Celtic a slender advantage to take into 
the return leg. 
 
FC Basel of Switzerland are well placed to reach the play-offs after a 1-0 win at Molde FK. 
Molde's task was made all the more difficult by the dismissal of Davy Claude Angan after just 27 
minutes, but they remained on level terms until deep into the second half. Basel eventually 
prevailed by virtue of a 79th-minute goal from the in-form Jacques Zoua. 
 
AEL Limassol will a take a 1-0 narrow lead into next week's second leg at Partizan thanks to 
Vouho's early strike. The hosts started the brighter of the two sides and were ahead on 13 
minutes when Vouho pounced on a mistake by Nikola Aksentijević, rounded goalkeeper 
Vladimir Stojković and scored into an empty net.  
 
Dieudonné Mbokani (pictured middle right) was on target in each half as Belgian side 
Anderlecht all but secured themselves a play-off berth with a five-goal display against Ekranas 
of Lithuania in the first instalment of their third qualifying round tie. Mbokani rounded off the 
scoring in a first half in which Tom De Sutter and Kanu had put the Belgian side two to the good 
by the midway point. Mbokani struck again early in the second period, with Milan Jovanović 
strengthening an already commanding position for Les Mauves et Blancs three minutes from 
time. 
 
Slovenian club NK Maribor proved too powerful for Luxembourg giant-killers F91 Dudelange, 
firing four goals to give themselves an excellent chance of reaching the next stage. Two free-
kicks gave the hosts a 2-0 half-time lead, as Dejan Mezga and Marcos Tavares registered. 
Mezga struck again after the break, before Robert Berić completed the scoring for the hosts 13 
minutes from time. Aurélien Joachim handed his side a lifeline with an added-time effort. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

FULL RESULTS 
 

Tuesday 31st July  
Dynamo Kyiv (UKR) 2-1 Feyenoord (NED) 

Motherwell (SCO) 0-2 Panathinaikos (GRE) 
 

Wednesday 1st August 
Maribor (SVN) 4-1 F91 Dudelange (LUX) 
BATE Borisov (BLR) 1-1 Debreceni (HUN) 

CFR 1907 Cluj (ROU) 1-0 Slovan Liberec (CZE) 
Anderlecht (BEL) 5-0 Ekranas (LTU) 

Budućnost (MNE) 0-3 Helsingsborgs IF (SWE) 
Sheriff (MDA) 0-1 Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) 

Celtic (SCO) 2-1 HJK Helsinki (FIN) 
Molde FK (NOR) 0-1 FC Basel (SUI) 

Hapoel Kiryat Shmona FC (ISR) 4-0 Neftçi (AZE)  
AEL Limassol FC (CYP) 1-0 Partizan (SRB) 
Fenerbahçe (TUR) 1-1 FC Vaslui (ROU) 

FC København (DEN) 0-0 Club Brugge KV (BEL) 
 

 

   

THIRD QUALIFYING ROUND 
SECOND LEG FIXTURES 

 
Tuesday 7th August 

Feyenoord (NED) vs. Dynamo Kyiv (UKR) 
Debreceni (HUN) vs. BATE Borisov (BLR) 

 

Wednesday 8th August 
F91 Dudelange (LUX) vs. Maribor (SVN) 

Slovan Liberec (CZE) vs. CFR 1907 Cluj (ROU) 
Ekranas (LTU) vs. Anderlecht (BEL) 

Helsingsborgs IF (SWE) vs. Budućnost (MNE) 
Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) vs. Sheriff (MDA) 

HJK Helsinki (FIN) vs. Celtic (SCO) 
FC Basel (SUI) vs. Molde FK (NOR) 

Neftçi (AZE) vs. Hapoel Kiryat Shmona FC (ISR) 
Partizan (SRB) vs. AEL Limassol FC (CYP) 
FC Vaslui (ROU) vs. Fenerbahçe (TUR) 

Club Brugge KV (BEL) vs. FC København (DEN) 
Panathinaikos (GRE) vs. Motherwell (SCO) 
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LIVERPOOL SNEAK AN 

ESSENTIAL VICTORY 
 

The big names also joined the Europa 
League this past Thursday night and all 
avoided any slip-ups. 
 

Liverpool recorded a crucial away victory 
in the first leg against Belarussian side FC 
Gomel. Brendan Rodgers's side started 
brightly in Belarus and were nearly ahead 
when Steven Gerrard was put through on 
goal, but the Reds skipper couldn't 
compose himself when it mattered. 
Aleksandr Alumona had the best chance of 
the first half but the Gomel striker wasted 
a golden chance from only six yards out, with Liverpool struggling to deal with the 
threat posed by their opponents. Gomel once again came close to taking the lead in the 
second half when Sergei Kozeka rattled the post with his powerful effort from outside 
the area. However, it was Liverpool who found the crucial first goal in the 68th minute 
with Stewart Downing cutting in from the wing before unleashing a 30-yard strike that 
nestled in the bottom corner of the net to shock Vladimir Bushma in the Gomel goal. 
Liverpool's lead was threatened in the final stages of the game when Alumona sent his 
volley just wide of Brad Jones's goal but Rodgers's side will hold a slender advantage 
heading into the second leg. 
 

Russia’s Anzhi took control of their tie with Dutch side Vitesse Arnhem as goals from 
youngsters Oleg Shatov and Fyodor Smolov gave the hosts a 2-0 first-leg lead. Shatov 
opened the scoring on 63 minutes, picking up the ball on the right flank before cutting 
inside across the edge of the box and firing a low shot into the corner of Piet 
Velthuizen’s goal. Smolov, on loan from Dynamo Moscow, added the second 11 
minutes later when he picked up Samuel Eto’o’s pass and rounded Velthuizen before 
shooting from a very narrow angle, the ball flying into the net through a tiny gap 
between the post and head of defender Frank van der Struijk. 
 

Last season's finalists Athletic Bilbao survived a first-half scare to beat Slaven Koprivnica 
3-1 at the San Mames. Ismael Lopez gave the hosts a 16th minute lead at the San 
Mames before Mateas Delic replied three minutes later for the Croatians. Markel 
Susaeta put his side back into the lead a minute later before Lopez was on hand to seal 
the win after 68 minutes. 
 

Elsewhere, French side Marseille could only draw 1-1 with Turkish outfit Eskisehirspor. 
The Ligue 1 side took the lead early in the second half through André-Pierre Gignac 
before Atdhe Nuhiu equalized after 62 minutes for the hosts. 
 

Inter Milan eased to a 3-0 win over Hajduk Split thanks to first half strikes from Wesley 
Sneijder and Yuto Nagatomo, while substitute Coutinho (pictured middle right) 
completed the scoring in the 73rd minute. 
 

Heerenveen were the night's biggest winners - defeating visitors Rapid Bucharest 4-0, 
while last season's Champions League quarterfinalists, Apoel Nicosia, needed an 80th-
minute goal from substitute Efstathios Aloneftis to seal a narrow 2-1 home win over 
Norway's Aalesund. 
 

Steve McClaren looks set to guide FC Twente through this stage of the competition 
after seeing off Mlade Boleslav 2-0. Leroy Fer and Nacer Chadli (pictured lower right) 
were on target for the Dutch outfit against Czech opposition. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

FULL RESULTS 
 

Thursday 2nd August 
Anzhi Makhachkala (RUS) 2-0 Vitesse Arnhem (NED) 

KuPS (FIN) 1-0 Bursaspor (TUR) 
Arsenal Kiev (UKR) 3-0 Mura (SLV) 

Dila (GEO) 0-1 Anorthosis (CYP) 
Bnei Yehuda (ISR) 0-2 PAOK (GRE) 
Ruch (POL) 0-2 Vitoria Plzen (CZE) 
APOEL (CYP) 2-1 Aalesund (NOR) 

Tromso (NOR) 1-1 Metalurg Donetsk (UKR) 
Kalmar (SWE) 1-0 Young Boys (SWI) 

AIK (SWE) 3-0 Lech (POL) 
Ried (AUT) 2-1 Legia Warsaw (POL) 

Heerenveen (NED) 4-0 Rapid Bucharest (ROM) 
FC Twente (NED) 2-0 Mlada Boleslav (CZE) 

Steaua Bucharest (ROM) 0-1 Spartak Trnava (SVK) 
Servette (SWI) 1-1 Rosenborg (NOR) 

Asteras (GRE) 1-1 Maritimo (POR) 
Gomel (BLR) 0-1 Liverpool (ENG) 

Genk (BEL) 2-1 Aktobe (KAZ) 
Horsens (DEN) 1-1 Elfsborg (SWE) 

Crvena Zvezda (SRB) 0-0 Omonia Nicosia (CYP) 
Videoton (HUN) 1-0 Gent (BEL) 

Dundee United (SCO) 2-2 Dinamo Moscow (RUS) 
Eskisehirspor (TUR) 1-1 Marseille (FRA) 
St. Patricks (IRL) 0-3 Hannover 96 (GER) 
Hajduk Split (CRO) 0-3 Inter Milan (ITA) 
Vojvodina (SRB) 2-1 Rapid Wien (AUT) 

Athletic Bilbao (ESP) 3-1 Slaven Koprivnica (CRO) 
Sarajevo (BIH) 2-1 Zeta (MON) 

Admira Wacker (AUT) 0-2 Sparta Prague (CZE) 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  



- 11 - 
 

 

 

 

JO
HA

N C
RU

IJF
F S

HI
EL

D  
 

 

 

FOUR-MIDABLE PSV OVERWHELM AJAX 
 

Dick Advocaat began life back as PSV coach with a trophy in his first competitive game as a youthful 

Ajax Amsterdam were overpowered and well and truly beaten 4-2 in the Dutch Super Cup (Johan 

Cruijff Shield) on Sunday afternoon at the Amsterdam Arena.  
 

Advocaat is back coaching in the Eredivisie after 14 years with a mission to win the title and take PSV 

back to the Champions League, which they have not graced for four seasons. Advocaat started his 

strongest side in their final run out before the opening game of the season next Saturday away to 

RKC Waalwijk. PSV were set-up very hard to break down with tough-tackling duo Kevin Strootman 

and Marc van Bommel sitting in front of the back four, or so you would think.  But in a classic Dick 

Advocaat move, the two midfielders would rotate who would push forward with Toivonen.  The Ajax 

eleven full with inexperience could not cope, coach Frank De Boer was without first-teamers Miralem 

Sulejmani, Nicolai Boilesen and Derk Boerrigter with injuries. He also chose to rest Christian Eriksen 

and Gregory van der Wiel. 
 

In an occasionally feisty affair, PSV dominated most of the first-half and De Boer’s men barely had 

time to warm-up before Swedish hitman Ola Toivonen headed PSV into an early lead in the third 

minute. Belgian left-winger Dries Mertens swung in a corner at the near post and Toivonen snuck 

past the defence and smashed the ball past Kenneth Vermeer in goal. The current Eredivisie 

champions needed to re-group and find a goal back but PSV doubled their lead after just 11 minutes. 

This time, striker Jermain Lens, picked ahead of Slovenian international Tim Matavz, cut in from the 

left and chipped perfectly over Vermeer and wheeled away in celebration (pictured low right). 
 

Ajax were given some hope just a minute before half-time by central defender Toby Alderweireld. 

The Belgian rose above Marcelo from the corner and thumped a header past the helpless Przemyslaw 

Tyton. After the break, as Ajax was putting their opponents under pressure, PSV always looked very 

dangerous on the counter attack with sheer pace down the wings, new boy Luciano Narsingh and 

Dries Mertens.  Due to this, PSV gained their two-goal cushion again on 53 minutes. Some 

tremendous confident play down the left-wing by young full-back Jetro Willems, and after the 17-

year-old had strode past Ricardo van Rhijn he whipped in a low cross to meet Toivonen who was 

unmarked at the back post to easily tap home his second. 
 

Ajax gained another lifeline, this time a gift from PSV’s Brazilian defender Marcelo.  Ajax right-winger 

Aras Özbiliz twisted and turned Willems and dipped a soft cross into the penalty area, Marcelo trying 

to clear the ball, smashed a volley past his own goalkeeper. However, it was not to be and it got 

worse for Ajax in stoppage time, substitutes Memphis Depay and Georginio Wijnaldum combined 

and the latter chipped the ball over the encroaching Vermeer to cap the day off for PSV and their 

supporters. 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

Sunday 5th August 
Amsterdam Arena, Amsterdam 

PSV 4-2 AJAX 
Toivonen 3, 53 
Lens 11 
Wijnaldum 90+3 

H.T 
2-1 

Alderweireld 44 
Marcelo O.G. 74 

CARDS 

Strootman  37 

Tyton  78 

 Dijks  31 

Janssen  78 

De Jong  79 

Van Rhijn  90+1 

Alderweireld 90+2 

TEAMS 

PSV: Tytoń, Hutchinson, Willems, Bouma, 
Marcelo, Strootman, van Bommel, 
Toivonen (Wijnaldum 73), Narsingh (Depay 
84), Mertens, Lens 
AJAX: Vermeer, Blind, Dijks (Koppers 76), 
van Rhijn, Alderweireld, Siem de Jong, 
Janssen, Anita, Özbiliz, Sigthórsson (Klassen 
76), Fischer (Schone 65) 
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FRANCKY AND FRANCK HAVE REVENGE ON THEIR 

MINDS 
In 2009-10, Francky Dury coached Zulte Waregem to an unexpected place in the playoffs, with Franck 
Berrier in command on the pitch. Both left the ‘Essevee’ to join Gent and Standard Liege, respectively. 
When both were ejected from their new clubs, they returned (eventually) to Zulte Waregem. Now, after 
two weeks, the ‘Essevee’ are joint top of the Jupiler League. 
 

Last week, Zulte defeated Standard with Berrier pulling the strings and firing the bullets. Yesterday the 
‘Essevee’ defeated Gent, another of the ‘Big 5’, with Berrier again the main protagonist. Dury must be 
especially happy with that result as he was unceremoniously sacked by Gent after he was suspected of 
lining up a job with Club Brugge.  Berrier and another Standard cast-off, Mbaye Leye, have been in top form 
at the start of the season for Zulte, at a time when Standard have yet to hit the back of the net.  
 

Club Brugge have also won their first two games; on Saturday they won at Charleroi despite losing Victor 
Vasquez after the referee saw a head butt on Charleroi captain Ederson. Despite not hitting the heights, 
new coach Georges Leekens seems to be settling in well. As for Charleroi, they have a young coach in 
Yannick Ferrera (31) and are playing good football. It’s to be hoped that he gets some time to succeed. 
Hervé Kage is bossing Charleroi’s midfield after recently serving a prison sentence. 
 

Anderlecht just did enough to beat Beerschot. The kick up the backside that John van den Brom gave Milan 
Jovanovic has worked and he’s playing at the top of his game, albeit against poor opposition so far. Mons 
were close to six out of six when Lokeren’s Benjamin De Ceulaer (pictured below) popped up to equalise in 

the 93rd minute, his second of the 
game. The striker could still be useful 
for the national team if all else fails.  
Standard again failed to score, this 
time at Lierse. Les Rouches have now 
played 180 minutes now without a 
goal and on Friday night, they played 
against 10 men for an hour. New 
coach Ron Jans will be coming under 
intense pressure if he doesn’t get on 
the winning trail soon. 
 

In the other games, Leuven came 
back to draw in a thriller with Racing 
Genk who played with 10 men for 
the majority of the game. Substitute 
winger Thomas Azevedo was 

particularly impressive for OHL.  Kortrijk had a decent away win at Cercle Brugge, while newly-promoted 
Waasland-Beveren got their first point of the season against KV Mechelen.  
 

Overall, though, the crowds have been low as the league has started far too early. Belgians like to take a 
holiday and many take the whole month of August. It's all because of the infamous playoffs, which mean 
the season takes that much longer. It’s likely that this is the last season when the current system will be in 
place and that will be welcomed by fans, players and the majority of clubs. 
 

John Chapman 
Twitter @BelgoFoot 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 3rd August 
Lierse 0-0 Standard Liege 

 
Saturday 4th August 

Sporting Charleroi 0-1 Club Brugge 
Anderlecht 1-0 Beerschot 

Lokeren 2-2 Mons 
Waasland-Beveren 0-0 Mechelen 

Cercle Brugge 1-2 Kortrijk 
 

Sunday 5th August 
Zulte-Waregem 3-1 Gent 

OH Leuven 2-2 Genk 
 

LEAGUE STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Club Brugge 2 2 0 0 6 
2 Zulte-Waregem 2 2 0 0 6 
3 Lokeren 2 1 1 0 4 
4 Mons 2 1 1 0 4 
5 KV Mechelen 2 1 1 0 4 
6 Kortrijk 2 1 1 0 4 
7 Anderlecht 2 1 1 0 4 
8 Gent 2 1 0 1 3 
9 Racing Genk 2 0 2 0 3 

10 Cercle Brugge 2 0 1 1 1 
11 Standard Liege 2 0 1 1 1 

12 Lierse 2 0 1 1 1 

13 OH Leuven 2 0 1 1 1 

14 Waasland-Beveren 2 0 1 1 1 

15 Charleroi 2 0 0 2 0 

16 Beerschot 2 0 0 2 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Friday 10th August 
Standard Liege vs. Waasland-Beveren 

 
Saturday 11th August 

Mechelen vs. Club Brugge 
Beerschot vs. Zulte-Waregem 
Kortrijk vs. Sporting Charleroi 

Mons vs. Lierse 
 

Sunday 12th August 
Genk vs. Lokeren 

Gent vs. OH Leuven 
Cercle Brugge vs. Anderlecht 
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ZENIT SINK 

RED ARMY TO 

CONSECUTIVE 

DEFEATS 
After last weeks defeat in 
Perm, Leonid Slutsky asked 
for a big performance from 
his side when they met the 
reigning champions, Zenit St 
Petersburg at the Luzhniki 
Stadium on Saturday. 
However, they were behind 
after just 10 minutes when 
Viktor Faizulin played a ball 
over the top of the CSKA 
defence which allowed 

Alexander Kerzhakov to cut back for Sergei Semak who made easy work of the finish. The high line of 
CSKA’s defence was caught out again just three minutes later when Kerzhakov latched on to a through ball 
in the inside left channel and took it past goalkeeper Igor Akinfeev who sent his national team colleague 
sprawling to the ground and resulting in a penalty. It was Kerzhakov himself who stepped up and sent 
Akinfeev the wrong way. Things went from bad to the ridiculous on 32 minutes when some clamity 
defending allowed Vladimir Bystrov to square for Sergei Semak who had the freedom of the penalty area to 
get his second goal of the match. Keisuke Honda got his second in consecutive matches just before half-
time but it only turned out to be a consolation goal for the home side who were without Alan Dzagoev. Yet 
this won’t help Slutsky in being criticised for his side’s last two results. 
 

Elsewhere, Slaven Bilic suffered his first defeat as manager of Lokomotiv Moscow at the hands of Krasnodar 
at the Kuban Stadium. The match was going to plan in the first half, for Bilic, when Albert Zapater’s through 
ball was deflected into the path of Felipe Caicedo allowing the Ecuadorian to give the Railroaders the lead. 
If they were disappointing in the first half, Slavoljub Muslin’s side were anything but in the second half. 
Their early pressure was rewarded just two minutes after the break when Roman Pavlyuchenko stuck out a 
foot and managed to send Nemanja Tubic’s corner into his own goal. Taras Burlak was at fault for 
Krasnodar’s second when he brought down sub Yura Movsisyan in the box allowing Brazillian Joáozinho to 
give the home side the lead. Armenian Movsisyan ensured victory ten minutes from time when he rifled a 
shot past Miroslav Lobantsev. 
 
Unai Emery’s Spartak won the Moscow derby in Khimki this weekend thrashing Dinamo 0-4 in what proved 
to be Sergey Silkin’s last game in charge. Goals from Bilyaletdinov, Pareja, Ananidze and Rafael Carioca 
made sure Spartak maintained their 100% start to the season under their new boss. 
 
Terek Grozny suffered a humiliating 5-0 defeat at newly-promoted side Alania (pictured lower right). 
Goalkeeper Anton Amelchenko was dismissed after just two minutes. Alania’s new strike partnership of 
Danilo Neco and Tamas Priskin put the Chechnyan side to the sword in the first thirty minutes scoring three 
goals between them. Vladimir Khoznin also got on the scoresheet in the first half. Terek Grozny were 
reduced to nine men in the second half when Oleg Ivanov was dismissed. Arsen Khubulov added a fifth in 
injury time to top off a great performance from Valery Gazzaev’s men. 
 

Monday’s match between Volga and Rubin Kazan saw the home side surrender a 1-0 lead to Rubin in the 
second half. Aleksandr Kharitonov gave Volga the lead on fourteen minutes but Rubin replied with goals 
courtesy of Gokdeniz Karadeniz and Roman Eremenko in the second period. Salvatore Bocchetti was sent 
off in added time for Rubin. 
 

Anzhi made it two wins out of two when they overcame a resistant Amkar Perm outfit in Dagestan. It was 
Georgiy Gabulov who got the winner for Guus Hiddink’s men with eighteen minutes remaining. 
 

Rostov have now gone three games without a win after being comfortably beaten on Friday by Mordovia 
Saransk. Goals from Evgeny Osipov, an own goal courtesy of Vitaliy Djakov and Ruslan Mukhametshin made 
sure Fedor Shcherbachenko’s men got their first three points of the new campaign. 
 

Another side who managed to get their first victory of the season was Krylya Sovetov who beat Kuban 
Krasnodar. It was Kuban who took the lead through David Tsoraev half way through the first half. That lead 
only  lasted 8 minutes before Sergey Kornilenko equalised. It was Frenchman Steeve Joseph-Reinette with a 
late goal which gave Andrey Kobelev’s men all three points. 

 
Neal Doyle 

Twitter @NealDoyle34 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 3
rd 

August 
Mordovia Saransk 3-0 Rostov 

 

Saturday 4th August 
CSKA Moscow 1-3 Zenit St. Petersburg 

Krasnodar 3-1 Lokomotiv Moscow 
Alaniya 5-0 Terek Grozny 

 

Sunday 5th August 
Anzhi Makhachkala 1-0 Amkar Perm 
Krylya Sovetov 2-1 Kuban Krasnodar 

Dinamo Moscow 0-4 Spartak Moscow 
 

Monday 6th August 
Volga 1-2 Rubin Kazan 

 

LEAGUE STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Spartak 3 3 0 0 9 
2 Zenit 3 3 0 0 9 
3 Anzhi 3 2 1 0 7 
4 Krasnodar 3 2 0 1 6 
5 Rubin Kazan 3 2 0 1 6 
6 Lokomotiv 3 2 0 1 6 
7 Krylya Sovetov 3 1 1 1 4 
8 Terek Grozny 3 1 1 1 4 
9 Amkar Perm 3 1 0 1 3 

10 Kuban Krasnodar 3 1 0 1 3 
11 Alaniya 3 1 0 1 3 

12 Volga 3 1 0 2 3 

13 Mordovia Saransk 3 1 0 2 3 

14 CSKA 3 1 0 2 3 

15 Rostov 3 0 1 2 1 

16 Dinamo 3 0 0 3 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Friday 10th August 
Kuban Krasnodar vs. Krasnodar 

 

Saturday 11th August 
Zenit St. Petersburg vs. Spartak Moscow 

Lokomotiv Moscow vs. Alaniya 
Terek Grozny vs. Volga 

 

Sunday 12th August 
Amkar Perm vs. Mordovia Saransk 

CSKA Moscow vs. Anzhi Makhachkala 
Rubin Kazan vs. Dinamo Moscow 

Rostov vs. Krylya Sovetov 
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RIVER’S RETURN 

RUINED WHILE 

BOCA HAVE A 

SHOCKER 
In an entertaining opening round of the 
Inicial, Boca and River got their 
campaigns off to a sloppy start after both 
suffered defeat in their first game. 
 
In a grudge match that pitted River 
against Belgrano – the side who 
relegated them last year – there was 
always bound to be a dramatic return to 
the Primera for Los Millonarios.  Goals 

either side of half time from teenager Lucas Melano and Cesar Carranza put Belgrano two up before a 
deflected Manuel Lanzini free kick halved the deficit.  River were given the chance to level late in the game 
when a penalty was awarded for ‘keeper Juan Carlos Olave clattering into Martin Aguirre, knocking himself 
out in the process.  Olave recovered to see Rogelio Funes Mori blaze the penalty over.  However, referee 
German Delfino bizarrely sent off Olave for his over-zealous celebration aimed at the assistant yet didn’t 
order the penalty to be retaken despite Olave’s obvious encroachment from his goal line. Belgrano held on, 
with striker Juan Martin in goal, to maintain their reputation as River’s bogey team. 
 
Boca were comprehensively beaten by promoted Quilmes at the Estadio Centenario Dr. José Luis Meiszner.  
A brace from lively forward Martin Cauteruccio and a strike from Pablo Garnier put a lacklustre Boca to the 
sword. Boca were not aided by the dismissal of striker Santiago Silva who was sent off in the 19th minute 
for moronically kicking out at Sebastian Romero after a particularly heavy challenge. Under-pressure 
manager will hope for a better showing in the Copa Argentina final versus Racing this Thursday. 
 
Clausura champions Arsenal de Sarandi won the opening bout of the season on Friday with a 1-0 victory 
over Union de Santa Fe.  In atrocious conditions the game was decided by a goalkeeping error by ex-Arsenal 
custodian Oscar Limia, dropping a Nicolas Aguirre freekick into his own net.  Limia somewhat made amends 
by saving an Emilio Zelaya penalty but Arsenal were the only side that ever looked like winning the tie. 
 
It wasn’t a good day for penalty takers as Jose Sand twice missed from the spot for Racing as they drew 1-1 
with Rafaela.  Cesar Carignano struck first for Rafaela but La Crema were quickly pegged back as centre 
back Fernando Ortiz headed in from a Diego Villar corner.  Racing had to settle for a draw as new signing 
Sand then saw both penalty attempts well saved by an inspired Guillermo Sara. 
 
In a replay of the final game of the season, San Lorenzo took on fellow relegation survivors San Martin de 
San Juan.  Just as they did in their last meeting, it was San Lorenzo who once again emerged victorious.  
Leandro Romagnoli and Franco Jara netted for Los Cuervos, with Sebastian Penco getting a well worked 
consolation goal for San Martin. 
 
Velez started their campaign brightly with an impressive 3-0 victory over Argentinos Juniors.  A young Velez 
side, with many regular starters rested, took apart Argentinos Juniors in under an hour thanks to a brace 
from centre back Sebastian Dominguez and a lovely finish from Lucas Pratto. 
 
Newell’s Old Boys and Independiente played out a scoreless draw in a fairly uneventful game.  Both sides 
could well be involved in a relegation battle this season as their averages read 1.182 and each could have 
done with a win. 
 
Colon edged Lanus in a tight game at the Cementerio de los Elefantes, with experienced midfielder Ivan 
Moreno y Fabianesi volleying home, having been found by a delightful pass by new boy Ruben Ramirez. 
 
There was nothing to separate Godoy Cruz and All Boys as they played out a 1-1 draw on Sunday.  David 
Ramirez was one player who actually managed to score a penalty this week, giving el Tomba the lead in the 
14th minute.  However, All Boys regained parity two minutes later, Ivan Borghello scoring the equaliser. 
 
Clausura runners-up Tigre hosted Estudiantes in the final game of the week. Maxi Nuñez caught the Tigre 
defence napping with an early goal, only for Emmanuel Pio to equalise from the spot with a thunderous 
strike on the stroke of half time. With the game heading for a draw, Guido Carrillo headed in the winner. 
 

Tom Robinson 
Twitter @TomRobbo89 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 3rd August 
Arsenal 1-0 Union Santa Fe 

 

Saturday 4th August 
Velez Sarsfield 3-0 Argentinos Juniors 

Racing Club 1-1 Atletico Rafaela 
Colon 1-0 Lanus 

Quilmes 3-0 Boca Juniors 
 

Sunday 5th August 
Newells Old Boys 0-0 Independiente 

Godoy Cruz 1-1 All Boys 
San Lorenzo 2-1 San Martin San Juan 

River Plate 1-2 Belgrano 
 

Tuesday 7th August 
Tigre 1-2 Estudiantes 

 

INICIAL STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Quilmes 1 1 0 0 3 
2 Velez 1 1 0 0 3 
3 Belgrano 1 1 0 0 3 
4 Estudiantes 1 1 0 0 3 
5 San Lorenzo 1 1 0 0 3 
6 Arsenal 1 1 0 0 3 
7 Colon 1 1 0 0 3 
8 All Boys 1 0 1 0 1 
9 Atl Rafaela 1 0 1 0 1 

10 Godoy Cruz 1 0 1 0 1 
11 Racing 1 0 1 0 1 

12 Independiente 1 0 1 0 1 

13 Newells 1 0 1 0 1 

14 River Plate 1 0 0 1 0 

15 San Martin (SJ) 1 0 0 1 0 

16 Tigre 1 0 0 1 0 

17 Lanus 1 0 0 1 0 

18 Union 1 0 0 1 0 

19 Argentinos 1 0 0 1 0 

20 Boca 1 0 0 1 0 

FIXTURES 
 

 Tuesday 7th August 
Tigre vs. Estudiantes 

 
Friday 10th August 

Lanus vs. Newells Old Boys 
San Martin San Juan vs. Colon 

 
Saturday 11th August 

Independiente vs. Velez Sarsfield 
Belgrano vs. San Lorenzo 

Estudiantes vs. River Plate 
All Boys vs. Quilmes 

 
Sunday 12th August 

Argentinos Juniors vs. Racing Club 
Boca Juniors vs. Tigre 

Union Santa Fe vs. Godoy Cruz 
 

Monday 13th August 
Atletico Rafaela vs. Arsenal 
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BOTAFOGO BENEFIT FROM SEEDORF FREE-KICK  

On Saturday, Botafogo’s marquee signing Clarence Seedorf got his first goal for his new club and lead them 

to 2-1 away win to the struggling Atlético-GO. Hosts Goianiense took the lead through goalkeeper Marcio's 

28th-minute penalty but 36-year-old Dutchman Seedorf, who joined Botafogo last month, levelled up the 

scores with a precise free-kick in the 65th minute. Fellype Gabriel then netted a 75th-minute winner for the 

visitors as Botafogo climbed into the top six of the Brazilian Campeonato. 

 

Internacional are three points above Botafogo after earning a 1-0 win at Palmeiras, Ygor Maciel netting the 

only goal of the game in the 35th minute. 

 

Portuguesa beat ten-man Figueirense 2-0 through goals from Bruno Menezes Soares on 55 minutes and 

Ananias Monteiro late on in the 86th minute. Bottom club Figueirense played the final 20 minutes with ten 

men following the dismissal of Guilherme Santos. 

 

Vasco da Gama missed the chance to capture the top place of the Brazilian Campeonato standings after 

being held to a goal-less draw by Copa Libertadores champions Corinthians at the Sao Januario. A victory 

would have sent Vasco a point clear of Atletico Mineiro at the summit, but the result means they remain in 

second spot. 

  

Sao Paulo bounced back from their loss to Vasco da Gama with a 1-0 over Sport Recife. Highly-rated young 

striker Ademilson grabbed the late 79th-minute winner. 

  

Gremio also left it late in their hard-fought 3-1 home victory over Bahia.  An 32nd minute penalty from 

Elano was cancelled out by a 65th-minute equaliser through Leandro Fahel, before the home side scored 

two goals in the last three minutes through Josef Souza and Marcelo Moreno. Bahia also had Alessandro 

sent off in between those two strikes. The win sees Gremio reclaim fourth spot from Internacional. 

  

Third-placed Fluminense closed the gap on Vasco to two points with a 2-0 win at Coritiba. The game was 

seemingly headed for a goalless draw before Coritiba defender Ayrton was sent off in the 83rd minute. Flu 

took full advantage by scoring twice in the next three minutes, taking the lead through a Fabio Pereira own 

goal before making it 2-0 sixty seconds later through Fred. 

  

Cruziero were beaten 2-1 at home by Ponte Preta. Cicinho opened the scoring for the away side in the 17th 

minute before Borges levelled the scores on the stroke of half-time. Marcinho's 48th-minute goal decided 

the game for Ponte. 

  

Patric, Henrique and Almeida all scored in the second half as Nautico downed Santos, 3-0 on Sunday to end 

a three-game losing streak. Patric broke a scoreless drought in the 58th, then Henrique scored in the 81st 

and Almeida in the 90th as Nautico sealed its fifth win of the season to move within one point of a place in 

the top half of the standings. Santos lost for the third time in its last four and has just 13 points from 14 

games this season. 

 

Will Burns 
 Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 4th August 
Flamengo P-P Atlético Mineiro 

Atlético-GO 1-2 Botafogo 
Palmeiras 0-1 Internacional 

 

Sunday 5th August 
Portuguesa 2-0 Figueirense 

Vasco da Gama 0-0 Corinthians 
Sao Paulo 1-0 Sport Recife 

Gremio 3-1 Bahia 
Coritiba 0-2Fluminense 

Cruzeiro 0-0 Ponte Preta 
Nautico 0-0 Santos 

 

SÉRIE A STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Atletico-MG 13 10 2 1 32 
2 Vasco 14 9 4 1 31 
3 Fluminense 14 8 5 1 29 
4 Gremio 14 9 0 5 27 
5 Internacional 14 7 5 2 26 
6 Sao Paulo 14 8 1 5 25 
7 Botafogo 14 7 2 5 23 
8 Cruzeiro 14 7 2 5 23 
9 Ponte Preta 14 5 4 5 19 

10 Corinthians 14 4 5 5 17 
11 Nautico 14 5 1 8 16 
12 Portuguesa 14 4 4 6 16 
13 Flamengo 13 4 4 5 16 
14 Coritiba 14 4 3 7 15 
15 Sport Recife 14 3 5 6 14 
16 Santos 14 2 7 5 13 
17 Bahia 14 2 6 6 12 
18 Palmeiras 14 2 4 8 10 
19 Atletico-GO 14 2 3 9 9 
20 Figueirense 14 1 5 8 8 

FIXTURES 
 

Wednesday 8th August 
Internacional vs. Nautico 

Sport Recife vs. Vasco da Gama 
 

 Thursday 9th August 
Corinthians vs. Atletico-GO 

Bahia vs. Portuguesa 
Botafogo vs. Palmeiras 

Santos vs. Cruzeiro 
Figueirense vs. Flamengo 

 

Friday 10th August 
Atletico Mineiro vs. Coritiba 

Fluminense vs. Sao Paulo 
Ponte Preta vs. Gremio 

 

Saturday 11th August 
Santos vs. Atletico-GO 

Sport Recife vs. Figueirense 
Bahia vs. Cruzeiro 

 

Sunday 12th August 
Flamengo vs. Nautico 
Sao Paulo vs. Gremio 

Internacional vs. Ponte Preta 
Atletico Mineiro vs. Vasco da Gama 

Coritiba vs. Corinthians 
Fluminense vs. Palmeiras 
Portuguesa vs. Botafogo 
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TOLUCA MARCH 

ON 
With early front-runners Santos Laguna 
and UANL Tigres managing only to draw 
this weekend, Toluca took advantage with 
a narrow victory over early season leaders 
Club Leon at Estadio Nemesio Diez. 
Tijuana rose to fifth spot thanks to their 
win at home to Pumas UNAM whilst 
Monterrey earned their first win of the 
new campaign, running out victors over 
Chiapas. Queretaro and Chiapas tasted 
defeat for the third consecutive week 
whilst draws were played out throughout 

the rest of the division. 
 
Two of the top three met on Sunday as Toluca hosted Club Leon in a mouth-watering encounter. After a 
nervous opening it was the home side who took the lead, with Brazilian Lucas Silva finding the net. The 
rangy midfielder heading home for his third of the season. Leon came back into the game soon after, only 
to find themselves two down on 38 minutes. Antonio Naelson (pictured above) found the bottom left hand 
corner to finish off a neat team move. Ivana Loboa narrowed the deficit on the stroke of half time smashing 
in through a crowded penalty area, but the visitors’ were left  to rue their missed chances as Toluca took all 
three points. 
 
Santos Laguna were left stunned as Puebla staged a second half comeback at TSM Corona. The reigning 
champions will have thought they had the game sewn up after 15 minutes. First Darwin Quintero latched 
on to a through ball and rounded opposing goalkeeper Alexandro Alvarez to slot home, and Herculez 
Gomez was allowed to head in unmarked to make it two soon after. Puebla hadn’t read the script however, 
as Argentine striker Gustavo Alustiza was at the double to snatch a point for the visitors. 
 
There was a goal fest at Estadio Morelos as San Luis Potosi visited Morelia. Joel Huiqui opened the scoring 
in the opening 10 minutes for the home side, only for Sebastián Fernández to score either side of half time 
to put the visitors in front. Santiago Trellez made it three with a cheeky lob midway through the second 
half. With just five minutes to go La Monarquia gave themselves a glimmer of hope, as Antonio Pedroza 
reacted quickest to smash home after Daniel Silva’s shot was blocked. And with just two minutes remaining 
Uriel Alvarez showed good footwork in the box to beat two defenders before crossing for Huiqui to grab a 
dramatic late point for the hosts’. 
 
Tijuana edged into fifth spot in the Apertura as they edged out Pumas on Saturday. Pablo Aguilar grabbed 
the only goal of the game right on half time. Only half of the Pumas defence raced out from a freekick, 
allowing Javier Gandolfi to take the ball down onside and tee up Aguilar for an easy finish from eight yards. 
Crowd favourite Raul Enriquez saw his header blocked off the line in the second half but it mattered not as 
Tijuana took all three points. 
 
America MEX came back from two goals down to take a share of the spoils against Atlante in the final game 
of the weekend. Esteban Paredes timed his run superbly to get meet Osvaldo Martinez’s through ball 
before slotting the ball past the onrushing Hugo Gonzalez. Martinez made it two from the spot before the 
break after Carlos Calvo was pulled down. Rubens Sambueza pulled America back into the game with three 
minutes gone in the second half. His 20 yard strike found the top right hand corner to give Águilas hope. 
Christian Benitez missed two great chances to level the scores soon after but he made no mistake after 66 
minutes. Finding space after a neat one two, his left foot shot trickled into the far corner from the edge of 
the box as the points were shared. 
 
Chiapas suffered their third straight defeat as they went down at Monterrey. Hector Morales tapped home 
inside five minutes as Monterrey took an early lead, only for Jaguares to level as Ricardo Esqueda rose 
highest to slam his header home. Boca Juniors graduate Neri Cardozo gave his side victory with the winning 
goal after the half hour. His left foot toe poke was enough to beat Fabian Villasenor as the hosts earned 
their first maximum this season. 
 
Pachuca grabbed the only away victory of the weekend as they earned three points from their visit to 
Queretaro. Paulo Da Silva found himself in the right place to nod the winner from 6 yards as the Queretaro 
defence failed to clear a corner, showing why they languish near the bottom of the Apertura. Pachuca boss 
Hugo Sanchez has the Brazilian defender to thank as he gave the Mexican legend his first victory since 
taking charge ahead of the new season. 
 
Atlas did well to keep UANL Tigres at bay, with a point a piece being shared at Estadio Jalisco. Tigres did 
have the ball in the net only for the linesman’s flag to deny them the victory which would have sent them 
top. Cruz Azul were also held to a stalemate by Guadalajara. Both teams have their goalkeepers to thank as 
a string of good saves made sure both teams went home with a point. 
 

Paul Abrahams 
Twitter @Abes89 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 4th August 
Santos Laguna 2-2 Puebla 
Tijuana 1-0 Pumas UNAM 

Morelia 3-3 San Luis Potosi 
 

Sunday 5th August 
Cruz Azul 0-0 Guadalajara 

Queretaro 0-1 Pachuca 
Monterrey 2-1 Chiapas 
Atlas 0-0 Tigres UANL 
Toluca 2-1 Club Leon 

 
Monday 6th August 
Atlante 2-2 America 

 

STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Toluca 3 3 0 0 9 
2 UANL Tigres 3 2 1 0 7 
3 Santos Laguna 3 2 1 0 7 
4 Club Leon 3 2 0 1 6 
5 Tijuana 3 2 0 1 6 
6 Atlas 3 1 2 0 5 
7 America 3 1 2 0 5 
8 Morelia 3 1 2 0 5 
9 Cruz Azul 3 1 2 0 5 

10 Pumas UNAM 3 1 1 1 4 
11 Monterrey 3 1 1 1 4 

12 Pachuca 3 1 1 1 4 

13 Atlante 3 0 2 1 2 

14 San Luis Potosi 3 0 1 2 1 

15 Guadalajara 3 0 1 2 1 

16 Puebla 3 0 1 2 1 

17 Queretaro 3 0 0 2 0 

18 Chiapas 3 0 0 2 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Saturday 11th August 
Jaguares vs. Atlante 

Club Leon vs. Santos Laguna 
 

Sunday 12th August 
America vs. Atlas 

Pachuca vs. Tijuana 
Tigres UANL vs. Queretaro 

San Luis vs. Monterrey 
Pumas UNAM vs. Toluca 

Puebla vs. Cruz Azul 
 

Monday 13th August 
Guadalajara vs. Morelia 
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SOUNDERS 

BASH THE 

GALAXY 
Another top week of MLS action, 

which saw Houston Dynamo rise 

to first place in the Eastern 

Conference, as Earthquakes 

retain top spot in the Western 

Conference for yet another 

week. And yet again, Toronto 

and Portland Timbers remain in 

last position in both divisions, LA 

Galaxy and Chicago Fire are on 

course for a place in the play 

offs, after cementing their place 

in 5th position. 

 

Houston Dynamo overtook Red 

Bulls by defeating their fellow 

title rivals 2-0 in a crunch 

showdown at NBCSN. Jermaine 

Taylor opened the scoring for the 

home side in the early stages 

from close range and Calen Carr added to the lead in the 27th minute, nodding the ball across goal and 

securing the 3 points for the home side. 

 

D.C United recorded their 11th win of the campaign, with a narrow 1-0 victory over mid-table Columbus 

Crew. Chris Pontius grabbed the solitary goal of the game just after the break, finally finishing off a swift 

counter attack, created by Nick DeLeon, who flew down the right flank, sent in a teasing low cut-back, that 

Pontius eventually put in the net, for his 10th goal of the season. 

 

Sporting Kansas City piled the pressure on Houston and now only Goal Difference separates the two at the 

top of the Eastern Conference, due to Sporting’s 1-0 win over New England. Teal Bunbury capitalised on a 

defensive error, escaped away from the backline and coolly placed the ball into the corner, the single goal 

of the game. 

 

Chicago Fire kept their play-off hopes alive after coming from behind to defeat bottom club Toronto 2-1. 

The task was made difficult for Fire in the 15th minute when Ryan Johnson found himself clear of the 

defence and easily put away his chance. You never beat Fire that easily though and they hit back through 

Marco Pappa, who capitalised on a mix up from the Toronto backline, took the ball round the keeper and 

coolly finished. The comeback was then complete in the 83rd minute when Fire found a winner, Pavel Pardo 

swung in an inviting cross from a free-kick and Austin Berry powered a header home. 

 

Colorado Rapids ended their six match losing streak with a 1-0 win over second place Real Salt Lake. It 

wasn’t the most entertaining of games and a single goal handed Rapids the three points. Joseph Nane was 

the man who scored that goal in the 37th minute with a venomous left foot strike hit with pure power, that 

rattled off the cross bar and ended up in the net. 

 

Portland Timbers had the chance to move level on points with Dallas, if they defeated their opponents. It 

wasn’t to be as the game ended in a 1-1 draw, which Dallas will be more satisfied with. Dallas opened the 

scoring shortly after half-time, Brek Shea broke down the left and squared the ball to Scott Sealy for a 

simple finish. Timbers could actually be relatively pleased with the point, as the goal that brought them 

level was absolutely stunning. As a teasing cross was sent in, Kevin Hartman punched it away, but just 

outside the box, Jack Jewsbury was lurking, the ball dropped on his left-foot and he unleashed an 

exceptional volley, that flew into the net and it finished 1-1. 

 

Even though Sounders were above La Galaxy in the league table, no-one could of predicted such a 

thrashing in the fixture Seattle Sounders vs. LA Galaxy. Eddie Johnson grabbed the opener in the 5th minute 

with a well-placed header from Mauro Rosales cross. It stayed 1-0 until the 50th minute when Fredy 

Montero got on the scoresheet. Alex Caskey (pictured right) then added to the rout ten minutes later, 

catching Josh Saunders off guard and firing a looping effort over the keeper for the third. Andy Rose then 

completed the drubbing late on, poor display from LA Galaxy, the opposite from Sounders. 

 
Josh Lawless 

Twitter @BackOfTheNetJL 
Website - www.backofthenetfootball.webs.com 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 4th August 
Houston Dynamo 2-0 New York Red Bulls 

 
Sunday 5th August 

Montreal Impact 2-0 Philadelphia Union 
DC United 1-0 Columbus Crew 

New England Revolution 0-1 Sporting Kansas City 
Chicago Fire 2-1 Toronto FC 

Colorado Rapids 1-0 Real Salt Lake 
 

Monday 6th August 
Portland Timbers 1-1 FC Dallas 
Seattle Sounders 4-0 LA Galaxy 

 

TABLES 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Houston 23 11 7 5 40 
2 Sporting KC 23 12 4 7 40 
3  NY Red Bulls 23 11 5 7 38 
4 D.C United 21 11 3 7 36 
5   Chicago Fire 22 10 5 7 35 
6 Montreal 25 9 3 13 30 
7 Columbus 20 8 4 8 28 
8 New England 22 6 5 11 23 
9 Philadelphia 20 7 2 11 23 

10 Toronto FC 22 5 4 13 19 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 San Jose 23 13 5 5 44 

2 Real Salt Lake 24 13 3 8 42 

3 Seattle 22 10 7 5 37 

4 Vancouver 23 9 7 7 34 

5 LA Galaxy 24 10 3 11 33 

6    Chivas USA 20 7 5 8 26 

7 Colorado 23 8 1 14 25 

8 FC Dallas 23 5 8 11 23 

9 Timbers 20 5 5 12 20 

FIXTURES 
 

Saturday 11th August 
New York Red Bulls vs. Houston Dynamo 

 
Sunday 12th August 

Vancouver Whitecaps vs. Real Salt Lake 
Columbus Crew vs. Toronto 

Sporting Kansas City vs. DC United 
FC Dallas vs. Colorado Rapids 

San Jose Earthquakes vs. Seattle Sounders 
 

Monday 13th August 
New England Revolution vs. Montreal Impact 

Philadelphia Union vs. Chicago Fire 
Chivas USA vs. LA Galaxy 
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AQUILANI 

SEALS 

SWITCH TO 

FIORENTINA 
 

Italian midfielder Alberto Aquilani 

has completed his move from 

Liverpool to Fiorentina for an 

undisclosed fee. 
 

The Italian, who recently made a plea to new 

manager Brendan Rodgers to give him a chance at 

Anfield, flew to Italy upon the commencement of the 

club’s North American pre-season tour.  

 

On Friday morning, Fiorentina’s honorary president 

Andrea Della Vale hinted a deal with Aquilani was 

close, while sources said that Rodgers had told 

Aquilani he was not part of his plans at Liverpool. 

 

Capped 21 times for Italy, Aquilani began his career 

with AS Roma. He played for the club from 2002-09, 

with the exception of a loan to Triestina, until 

moving to England in 2009. Aquilani joined Liverpool 

but only managed nine Premier League starts for 

Anfield club, making 28 appearances overall. 

 

He struggled with injury throughout his first season 

at the club and has spent the last two seasons on 

loan at Juventus and AC Milan, where his wages, 

reportedly up to £5M a year, were a drain on the 

Red’s finances. The midfielder only managed two 

goals for Liverpool, one in the league against 

Portsmouth, and the other coming in the 2010 

Europa League semi-final against Atletico Madrid at 

Anfield. 

 

Rumours that Aquilani could be on his way out of 
Liverpool had been doing the rounds towards 
the end of last season, with several reports 
linking him back to his homeland coming this 
summer. While he’s found himself out of favour 
during his time at Anfield, he has excelled on 
loan, providing 17 assists in the last three 
seasons overall, more than any other players in 
the Liverpool squad. 
 
Aquilani’s agent also spoke with TMW stating 
that his client is happy at having made the move 
to Fiorentina, as that is what he wanted. 
 
The Viola midfielder’s agent also stressed that 
his client is eying a return to Italy’s international 
team, and insisted that the move to Florence has 
brought him a step closer to realizing his 
ambition. 
 
When asked about AC Milan’s decision to snub a 
permanent move after the loan-period, the 
representative stated that they have no regret of 
missing out on the opportunity. 

The Italian’s departure is expected to open the 

door for Rodgers to sign 22-year old Team GB 

player Joe Allen, with whom he worked with at 

Swansea. Liverpool are looking to free up 

funds as they are still in pursuit of Fulham’s 

American midfielder Clint Dempsey, with the 

pursuit of both him and Allen set to step up in 

the next couple of weeks.  They look set to sell 

or loan out £35M striker Andy Carroll to also 

help the two deals through with the owners 

unlikely to pump more funds into the club at 

this time. 

 

Meanwhile, the Viola have also added 

defender Gonzalo Rodriguez and midfielder 

Borja Valero from Villarreal, whom were 

relegated from Spain’s Primera División last 

year.  Rodriguez has yet to agree to terms of 

his deal, but Valero - capped once for Spain - 

has signed a four-year deal. 

 

 Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

 
 

 

SALVIO TO 

BENFICA 
 

Eduardo Salvio declared himself 

"happy and thankful" after 

moving from Atlético Madrid to 

Benfica on a five-year deal, having 

impressed on loan. 

Salvio brings an end to his two-and-a-half-season stay in 
the Spanish capital. He previously made 19 Portuguese 
Liga appearances for Benfica during a loan spell from 
Atlético during the 2010/11 campaign. 
 
"I'm very happy and grateful to Benfica for their efforts in 
my acquisition," said the Argentinian international. "I 
wanted to return to the club and I will give my very best to 
thank everyone." 
 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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France’s top league gets underway this weekend, here’s World Football Weekly’s French expert Callum Dunn debuting in our team-by-
team preview... 
    

AJACCIO BASTIA 
INS: Brandon Deville (Anderlecht), Sigamnay Diarra (Lorient), Oumar Sissoko 
(Metz), Felipe Sadd (Evian) 
OUTS: Thierry Debes (retired), IIan (Bastia), Richard Socrier (Angers) 

INS: Ilan (Ajaccio), Julian Palmieri (Istres), Gaetan Varenne (Cournon), Sambou Yatabare 
(Monaco) 
OUTS: Sadio Diallo (Rennes), Mathieu Robail (Nimes), David Suarez (Arles Avignon) 

Under new management this season the Corsicans will be hoping to stay 
clear of another relegation dog fight. L'ours finished 16th just three points 
clear of the drop zone and with Alex Dupont now at the helm fans will be 
hoping to push further up the table, but they will not be expecting 
miracles as survival is the main priority, anything more will be seen as a 
bonus.  

Les Bleus returned to Ligue 1 for the first time in seven years after finishing five 
points clear at the top of Ligue 2. Frederic Hantz needs to invest in more players 
this transfer window as the Corsicans will be hoping to survive the drop, however it 
will be no easy task competing against the likes of PSG and Lille, a tough season 
ahead for Hantz and his courageous Corsicans.    

PREDICTION: 15th PREDICTION: 19th 
  

BORDEAUX BREST 
INS: None 
OUTS: Grzegorz Krychowiak (Reims), Jordan Mignon (Boulogne) 

INS: Charlison Benschop (AZ Alkmaar), Kamel Chafni (Auxerre), Geoffrey Dernis (Montpellier), 
Alexis Thebaux (Caen), Bernard Mendy (Odense), Ismael Traore (Sedan) 
OUTS: Omar Daf (Sochaux), Steeve Elana (Lille), Oscar Ewolo (Laval), Romain Poyet (Caen), 
Jonathan Zebina (Toulouse) 

Despite a slow start to last season Francis Gillot eventually found a 
winning formula which resulted in Les Girondins finishing in 5th spot 
earning them a Europa League slot. Gillot’s men will do well to finish as 
high this time around with the extra fixtures during the week. However 
with a few new signings, an already decent squad could be 
underestimated and cause a shock or two in what has been an 
unpredictable ligue the past few seasons.  

It was a topsy turvy season for the North West French side as Alex Dupont 
departed in April leaving Brest in a state of disarray. Despite the sudden departure, 
the Brest players showed the characteristics needed to avoid the drop finally 
finishing 15th, three points clear of relegation. Landry Chauvin has been handed the 
task of guiding Brest to a mid-table finish but will face a tough challenge especially 
after losing talented goalkeeper Steeve Elana to Lille.  

PREDICTION: 8th PREDICTION: 16th 
  

EVIAN LILLE 

INS: Zouheir Dhaouadi (Club African), Daniel Wass (Benfica), Mickael Salamone 
(PSG), Djakaridja Kone (Dinamo Bucharest), Iheb Mbarki (CA Bizertin) 
OUTS: Guillaume Rippert (Energie Cottbus), Nicolas Farina (Energie Cottbus), 
Quetin Westberg (Luzenac), Felipe Sadd (Ajaccio) 

INS: Djibril Sidibe (Troyes), Steeve Elana (Brest), Salomon Kalou (Chelsea), Viktor Klonaridis 
(AEK Athens), Marvin Martin (Sochaux) 
OUTS: Jugurtha Domrane (Mouscron), Eden Hazard (Chelsea), Ireneusz Jelen (Released) 

Les Croix de Savoie surpassed all expectations last season on their Ligue 
1 debut by finishing a creditable ninth. Many expected Pablo Correa’s 
men to finish rock bottom but his side showed fantastic courage which 
amazingly saw them finish above Marseille. This season they will be 
hoping to reproduce last season’s form and prove it was not beginners 
luck. Les Roses have lost several players since the end of last season and 
will do well to emulate last season’s success this time around.   

Despite seeing Belgian wonder kid Eden Hazard join Chelsea and Joe Cole return to 
Liverpool, Rudi Garcia has made a handful of key signings which he hopes will 
boost their chances of tabling a realistic title challenge. Elana, Kalou, Klonaridis and 
Martin (pictured below) have all been signed as The Mastiffs look the most likely to 
challenge PSG at the top of the table. Realistically it will be difficult for Lille to 
replicate their 2010-11 title winning campaign but will be hoping for a top-three 
finish.  

PREDICTION: 12th  PREDICTION: 2nd 
  

LORIENT 

 

INS: Ludovic Giuly (Monaco), Alain Traore (Auxerre) 
OUTS: Sigamary Diarra (Ajaccio) 

Christian Gourcuff was left fuming after last season’s disappointing 
season which saw his side narrowly avoid the drop in 17th spot by just a 
single point. The outspoken manager has called for a major improvement 
this season but with Les Merlus yet to make a single signing another 
relegation battle could well be on the cards.  
PREDICTION: 18th 

  

 

LYON 
INS: None 
OUTS: Kim Kallstrom (Spartak Moscow), Yannis Tafer (Lausanne), Ishak Belfodil (Parma), 
Ederson (Lazio), Timothee Kolodziejczak (Nice), Ali Touncara (Clermont) 

Once upon a time, Lyon was willing to splash the cash, but with today’s recession 
big money signings have become a thing of the past. Last season’s fourth place 
finish was a satisfactory result and Les Gones will do well to match that this season 
as they battle it out in the Europa League. The one-time kings of French football 
have yet to delve in this summer’s transfer market, something they need to do 
sooner rather than later If they are to give a good account of themselves in both 
Ligue 1 and the Europa League.   
PREDICTION: 5th  
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MARSEILLE 

 

INS: Florian Raspentino (Nantes) 
OUTS: Cedric D’Ulivo (Waasland-Beveren), Elinton Andrade (Released), Brandao 
(Released), Djimi Traore (Released) 

The nine times French Ligue champions finished an embarrassing 10th 
last season but will be hoping to banish any painful memories. Elie Baup 
has been given the task of getting L'OM back amongst the silverware but 
will face a tough challenge competing with the lavish spending of PSG 
who look certain to win the title. A top-three finish will be the main 
priority as Baup looks to make an imminent return to the Champions 
League.   
PREDICTION: 3rd 

   

MONTPELLIER 

 

INS: Daniel Congre (Toulouse), Emanuel Herrera (Union Espanola), Anthony 
Mounier (Nice), Gaeten Charbonnier (Angers) 
OUTS: Julien Lopez (Arles), Geoffrey Dernis (Brest), Olivier Giroud (Arsenal), 
Gregory Lacombe (Clermont) 

French football’s equivalent to David from the tale of David and Goliath. 
Last season’s 80/1 shots defied all the odds by winning the Ligue 1 title 
on a shoe string budget. For all the money spent by PSG nothing is more 
valuable than raw grit and determination which Montpellier had in 
abundance last campaign. Following the departure of last season’s top 
goalscorer, Giroud, it will be twice as hard to retain the Ligue 1 title 
especially with PSG’s outrageous spending spree. However I see no 
reason why Montpellier will not be at the business end of the table come 
the end of the season.  
PREDICTION: 4th 
   

NANCY NICE 
INS: Simon Zenke (Samsunspor), Vincent Muratori (Monaco), Thomas Mangani 
(Monaco), Yohan Mollo (Granada), Salif Sane (Bordeaux), Thomas Ayasse (Arles), 
Abdou Rahman Dampha (Neuchatel Xamax), Romain Grange (Chateauroux), Fouad 
Rachid (Epinal), Jeff Louis (Le Mans) 
OUTS: Distel Zola (Le Harve), Jean Calve (Caen), Samba Diakite (QPR), Oualid El 
Hamdaoui (Istres), Bakaye Traore (AC Milan) 

INS: Dario Cvitanich (Ajax), Eric Bautheac (Dijon), Joris Delle (Metz), Romain Genevois (Tours), 
Timothee Kolodziejczak (Lyon) 
OUTS: Esmael Goncalves (Rio Ave), Kevin Malaga (Coventry City), Francois Clerc (Saint-
Etienne), David Hellebuyck (retired), Eric Mouloungui (Al Wahda), Anthony Mounier 
(Montpellier)  

Jean Fernandez will start his 18th season in Ligue 1 next weekend and The 
Thistles gaffer will be hoping to improve on last season’s mid-table finish. 
Despite the departure of Bakaye Traore to AC Milan, Fernandez has 
made several signings which he hopes will help them break into the top 
half of the table, however the competition maybe too tough for the 
French minnows.  

With the appointment of former Lyon manager Claude Puel there is an air of 
expectancy at the Stade Municipal du Ray as Nice embark on a new project. 
Despite only finishing 13th last season Puel will be looking to quickly climb the table 
and turn Nice into an established Ligue 1 side. However it maybe too soon to see a 
major change this season, but a steady improvement is more than likely.  

PREDICTION: 14th PREDICTION: 11th 
  

PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN 

 

INS: Zlatan Ibrahimović (AC Milan), Ezequiel Lavezzi (Napoli), Thiago Silva (AC 
Milan), Marco Verrati (Pescara) 
OUTS: Bastein Hery (Sheffield Wednesday), Mikael Salamone (Evian), Ilan Boccara 
(Ajax), Ceara (Cruzeiro), Jimmy Kamghain (Courtrai), Granddi N’Goyi (Troyes), 
Everton Santos (Seongnam Ilhwa) 

With the money spent PSG must win the title. Owned by Qatar 
Investment Authority the prolific spenders have issued a major sign of 
intent to their European rivals. Last season they finished runners up to 
Montpellier but with their new arrivals; Silva, Lavezzi and Ibrahimović 
Carlo Ancelotti will be expected to go one better and add a third league 
title to their trophy cabinet, anything less will be deemed a failure.   
PREDICTION: 1st  

  

REIMS RENNES 
INS: Nicolas Fauvergue (Sedan), Kamel Ghilas (Hull City), Antoine Devaux 
(Toulouse), Mohamed Fofana (Toulouse), Grzegorz Krychowiak (Bordeaux), Franck 
Signorino (Laval) 
OUTS: Romain Amalfitano (Newcastle), Matthieu Fontaine (Rouen), Clement 
Tainmont (Chateauroux), Cedric Faure (Guingamp), Lucien Aubey (Olympiakos 
Nicosia), Lucas Deaux (Nantes), Alexis Sauvage (Boulogne) 

INS: Romain Alessandrini (Clermont), Sadio Diallo (Bastia) 
OUTS: Abdou Mangane (Al-Hilal), John Bryan Boukaka (Tours), Stephane Dalmat (Nimes), 
Youssouf Hadji (Al Arabi) 

After 33 years of lower league football they finally returned to the top-
flight having finished 2nd in Ligue 2 last season. Hubert Fournier will have 
one target and one target only, avoid relegation at all costs. Reims are 
heaped in French footballing history and will be hoping to re-establish 
themselves as a regular top-flight team. Fournier will be hoping his side 
have enough about them to avoid a relegation battle, but it will not be 
easy. 

Agonisingly missed out on Europa League football last season finishing in 6th 
position one point behind Bordeaux. Frederic Antonetti’s side proved a tough team 
to beat and he will be hoping they can show the same characteristics this season as 
they push for a Europa League spot. For The Red and Blacks to have any chance 
next season they must keep hold of star man Yann M'Vila who has attracted the 
attention of several European clubs.  

PREDICTION: 17th PREDICTION: 9th 
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INS: Renaud Cohade (Valenciennes), Romain Hamouma (Caen), Francois Clerc 
(Nice) 
OUTS: Paulao (Betis), Boubacar Sanogo (Energie Cottbus), Laurent Battles (retired), 
Gelson Fernandes (Sporting Lisbon), Albin Ebondo (Released), Sylvain Monsoreau 
(Released), Jeremie Janot (Le Mans), Sylvain Marchal (Bastia) 

Were unlucky not to clinch a Europa League spot last season, but will be 
hoping to build on their 7th place finish. Although a top-three finish is 
highly unlikely, The Greens will be more than capable of clinching a 
European spot this time around. Currently Christeophe Galtier’s squad 
are lacking some quality firepower in front of goal, therefore 
strengthening in this area is key if they are to improve on last season’s 
impressive finish.   

PREDICTION: 7th  
  

SOCHAUX TOULOUSE 

INS: Roy Contout (Auxerre), Ishmael Yartey (Benfica), Thierry Doubai (Udinese), 
Simon Pouplin (Freiburg), Omar Daf (Brest), Cedric Kante (Panathinaikos) 
OUTS: Charlie Davies (Randers), Modibo Maiga (West Ham), Marvin Martin (Lille), 
Mathieu Peybernes (Saint-Etienne) 

INS: Olivier Blondel (Troyes), Jonathan Zebina (Brest) 
OUTS: Mohamed Fofana (Reims), Daniel Congre (Montpellier), Antoine Devaux (Reims), Remy 
Riou (Nantes) 

With huge ambitions off the field Eric Hely’s men failed to deliver last 
season finishing a disappointing 14th. The Peugeot owned club were just 
four points ahead of the relegation zone and will be hoping for a huge 
improvement this season. Les Lionceaux have lost star man Marvin 
Martin to Lille but Hely – in his first full season in charge – has not 
hesitated in signing replacements as he hopes for a mid-table finish.  

A side with so much potential, but very little end product. Alain Casanova will be 
hoping his side can push on from their 8th place position last season and contest 
with those higher up the table. Les Pitchouns will be looking to replicate their 
2008/09 campaign as they surpassed all expectations by finishing in a Europa 
League spot. They will also take confidence from Montpellier’s heroics as they 
proved it takes more than big money signings to win the title.    

PREDICTION: 10th PREDICTION: 6th 
  

TROYES VALENCIENNES 
INS: Stephane Darbion (Skoda Xanthi), Granndi N’Goyi (PSG), Benjamin Nivet (Caen)  
OUTS: Djibril Sidibe (Lille), Wilfried Rother (Epinal), Claudio Beauvue (Chateauroux), 
Olvier Blondel (Toulouse) 

INS: Yves-Marie Kerjean (Brest), Loris Nery (Saint-Etienne) 
OUTS: Carlos Sanchez (Bolton), Loic Maison (Beauvais), Larry Adeduji (Beauvais), Renaud 
Cohade (Saint-Etienne), Christopher Nzay Mfuyi (Servette), Nicolas Pallois (Niort) 

Promoted from Ligue 2 after finishing 3rd last season Jean-Marc Furlan’s 
men will have to be at their absolute best if they are to stand any chance 
of avoiding the drop.  Despite Furlan already having Ligue 1 experience, 
the former FC Nantes manager will be deemed a miracle worker if Troyes 
are still a Ligue 1 outfit this time next year. 

Following their promotion in 2006 Les Athéniens have continued to punch above 
their weight after another respectable season which saw them finish in 12th 
position. Daniel Sanchez’s first priority will be to maintain top-flight football for 
another season, anything more would be a fantastic achievement following the 
departure of several players this summer.  

PREDICTION: 20th  PREDICTION: 13th  

  
 Callum Dunn 

 Website - http://route1football.wordpress.com 
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Friday 10th August sees the opening day of the new Eredivisie season, here is Will Burns with our team-by-team preview... 
 

 
 

Last season, Ajax Amsterdam (pictured above), under the management of Frank de Boer, won 
their 31st Eredivisie title finishing six points ahead of old rivals Feyenoord. The latter, though, 
would have been pleased at their second place finish following some poor campaigns in recent 
years. Both teams play in the Champions League this 
season where as PSV Eindhoven will see Europa League 
action again following their 3-0 KNVB Beker (Dutch Cup) 
win over Heracles Almelo.  
 

For Ajax to win the division this year is a massive task, 
with a squad full of inexperience and the loss of 
influential captain Johan Vertonghen, Frank De Boer has 
his work cut out. Playmaking Danish midfielder Lasse 
Schone will be a good addition and will link up well with 
fellow Dane Christian Eriksen and De Boer will be hoping 
he can tie down Vurnon Anita, with interest from 
Newcastle United turning the defensive midfielder’s 
head. All eyes will be on 21-year-old Ricardo van Rhijn 
(pictured right) to break through to the first team this 
season and may replace Gregory van der Wiel if he makes 
his suspected move away. Ajax will do extremely well to 
become champions again, but without any experience 
brought in with the Vertonghen-cash, then De Boer has a 
major task ahead. 
 
After initial debt problems that were helped out by the local council, PSV Eindhoven emerged as 
favourites last season after big money signings of Kevin Strootman and Dries Mertens. They 
found that money can’t buy success and they finished third in the Eredivisie and won the KNVB 
Beker (Dutch Cup). This time round, no big transfers but great talent has come in with enormous 

Danish defender Mathias 
‘Zanka’ Jorgensen (free) 
and Luciano Narsingh 
(€4.1M) and add the old 
guard returning in 
experienced pair coach 
Dick Advocaat and 
midfielder Marc Van 
Bommel (pictured left) 
and they may favourites 
again this year.  
Strootman and van 
Bommel will be the 

protectors of the often criticised defence and the speed and technical ability of Mertens and 
Narsingh helping out Georginio Wijnaldum in going forward, PSV may be on the cusp of a 
dominating season. PSV were founded in 1913 so they will hope to cap the 100th year 
anniversary with an Eredivisie title. 
 

TRANSFERS 
ADO DEN HAAG 

INS: Vito Wormgoor (De Graafschap). Danny Holla (VVV 
Venlo), Kevin Jansen (Excelsior), Dion Malone (Almere City), 
Aron Meijers (RKC Waalwijk), Rydell Popeon (De 
Graafschap), Garry Mendes Rodrigues (Boshuizen) 
OUTS: Christian Kum (Heerenveen), Lex Immers (Feyenoord) 

AJAX AMSTERDAM 
INS: Filipe Oliveira (Leiria), Lasse Schone (NEC Nijmegen), 
Tobias Sana (IFK Goteborg) 
OUTS: Jan Vertonghen (Tottenham Hotspur), Mounir El 
Hamdaoui (Fiorentina), Darío Cvitanich (Nice), Florian 
Jozefzoon (RKC Waalwijk), Marco Bizot (FC Groningen), 
Andre Ooijer (Retired) 

AZ ALKMAAR 
INS: Donny Gorter (NAC Breda), Steven Berghuis (Twente), 
Yves de Winter (De Graafschap), Mikhael Rosheuvel (Almere 
City), Viktor Elm (Heerenveen) 
OUTS: Brett Holman (Aston Villa), Erik Schouten (Volendam), 
Niki Mäenpää (VVV Venlo), Ragnar Klavan (Augsburg), 
Rasmus Elm (CSKA Moscow), Charlison Benschop (Brest) 

FC GRONINGEN 
INS: Filip Kostic (Radnicki), Genero Zeefuik (PSV Eindhoven), 
Marco Bizot (Ajax), Michael de Leeuw (De Graafschap), 
Mitchell Schet (RKC Waalwijk), Paco van Moorsel (Den 
Bosch), Stefano Magnasco (Universidad Catolica) 
OUTS: Dusan Tadic (FC Twente_ Brian van Loo (Heracles), 
Renze Fij (Heracles), Koen van de Laak (Ajax Cape Town), 
Danny Holla (ADO Den Haag), Thomas Enevoldsen (KV 
Mechelen) 

FC TWENTE 
INS: Luc Castaignos (Inter Milan), Dmitri Bulykin (Ajax), 
Andreas Bjelland (Nordsjaelland), Dusan Tadic (FC 
Groningen), Felipe Gutierrez (Universidad Catolica), Robbert 
Schilder (NAC Breda), Tim Breukers (Heracles) 
OUTS: Luuk De Jong (Borussia Monchengladbach), Emir 
Bajrami (Monaco), Ola John (Benfica), Nick Marsman (Go 
Ahead Eagles), Bart Buysse (Club Brugge), Steven Berghuis 
(AZ Alkmaar), Thilo Leugers (NAC Breda) 

FC UTRECHT 
INS: Robbin Ruiter (Volendam) 
OUTS: Stefano Lilipaly (Almere City), Enzio Boldewijn (FC 
Den Bosch), Ismo Vorstermans (VVV Venlo), Evert Brouwers 
(AGOVV), André Krul (Valletta), Frank Demouge 
(Bournemouth) 

FEYENOORD 
INS: Harmeet Singh (Valerenga), Daryl Janmaat 
(Heerenveen), John Goossens (NEC Nijmegen), Lex Immers 
(ADO Den Haag), Mitchell te Vrede (Excelsior), Omar 
Elabdellaoui (Manchester City), Ruud Vormer (Roda JC) 
OUTS: Karim El Ahmadi (Aston Villa), Ron Vlaar (Aston Villa), 
Daan Smith (Excelsior), Kevin Jansen (ADO Den Haag), Mats 
van Huijgevoort (Excelsior), Jordy van Deelen (Excelsior), 
Ricky van Haaren (VVV Venlo) 

HERACLES ALMELO 
INS: Geoffrey Castillion (Ajax), Christian Dorda (Greuther 
Furth), Dario Vujicevic (FC Twente), Dragan Paljic (Wisla 
Krakow), Milano Koenders (AZ Alkmaar), Jeroen Veldmate 
(Sparta Rotterdam), Brian van Loo (FC Groningen, Renze Fij 
(FC Groningen) 
OUTS: Tim Breukers (FC Twente), Dennis Telgenkamp 
(Cambuur), Gaby Jallo (Willem II), Antoine van der Linden 
(FC Emmen), Anmar Almubaraki (FC Emmen), Olivier ter 
Horst (Helmond Sport) 

NAC BREDA 
INS: Sepp De Roover (Lokeren), Anouar Hadouir (Alemannia 
Aachen), Mark Looms (Heracles), Thilo Leugers (Twente) 
OUTS: Ömer Bayram (Kayserispor), Robbert Schilder (FC 
Twente), Donny Gorter (AZ Alkmaar) 

NEC NIJMEGEN 
INS: Marcel Stutter (Holzwickede), Soren Rieks (Esbjerg), 
Admir Bajrovic (Trollhattan), Michel Breuer (Heerenveen), 
Danny van den Meiracker (Spakenburg), Evander Sno (RKC 
Waalwijk), Geert Arend Roorda (Heerenveen), Stijn de 
Looijer (FC Den Bosch) 
OUTS: 

PEC ZWOLLE 
INS: Norichio Nieveld (Excelsior), Wiljan Pluim (Roda JC), 
Mike Koenders (FC Emmen), Fred Benson (Lechia Gdansk), 
Giovanni Gravenbeek (Willem II), Joost Broerse (Excelsior), 
Mimoun Eloisghiri (Presikhaaf), Ronnie Reniers (Den Bosch), 
Sherwin Grot (Presikhaaf) 
OUTS: Said Bakkati (FC Emmen), Gieljan Tissingh (AGOVV) 
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Big performers last year Feyenoord, have lost some key players to the squad including star striker 
John Guidetti returning back to Manchester City.  However, the arrival of Immers, Janmaat, 
Vormer and Goossens means coach Ronald Koeman does has some strength in the squad to rely 
on. Like Ajax, an inexperienced squad that over-achieved last year but with the nucleus of the 
squad gone... it’s an incredible ask if they were to finish as high this time round. Look for them to 
build next year with the influx of Champions League money. 
 

 
 

Dutch legend Marco van Basten (pictured above) has returned to management and takes the 
Heerenveen reins this season and losing top scorer Bas Dost and Narsingh has not helped his 
plans. Along with the extra games in the Europa League to deal with it may be a tough season for 
van Basten. Former West Brom defender Gianni Zuiverloon joins from Mallorca and will slot in at 
right-back but Ghanaian Matthew Amoah is a strong striker and experienced in the Eredivisie 
after spells with Vitesse and NAC Breda. 
 

For FC Twente, Steve McClaren has also lost key players in big money moves this year and with 
Ola John and Luuk de Jong grabbing most of Twente’s goals last term, and it is difficult to see 
where the goals would be coming from... Until last week. McClaren has brought highly-rated 
youngster Luc Castaignos back home after a torrid time in Italy and alongside the experienced 
Russian Dmitri Bulykin, you can see a good combination with that duo. Felipe Gutierrez and 
Dusan Tadic will be a threat on either wings once they settle in but the defence may be weaken 
before the season gets underway, as chairman Joop Munsterman will listen to offers for Brazilian 
Douglas. 
 

With the departure of Rasmus Elm and the possible exit of Niclas Moisender, things are looking 
bleak for AZ Alkmaar’s title charge. A European place may be possible but the lack of investment 
due to the collapse of sponsors DSB makes this an uphill task. Rasmus’ brother Victor signed from 
Heerenveen is the only decent addition to the playing staff. 
 
Outside the title race and European qualification we have the likes of Vitesse Arnhem, FC 
Groningen and NEC Nijmegen. Vitesse’s owner Merab Jordania has hired former PSV chief Fred 
Rutten to lead their charge as they are desperate to join the Championship race.  The addition of 
Ismail Aissati from champions Ajax will help the cause. Groningen also have a new coach in 
Robert Maaskant formerly of Polish champions Wisla Krakow.  New signings Kostic, Zeefuik, de 
Leeuw and Magnasco add some great depth into the squad and may become a surprise package. 
NEC will benefit from their new playing staff - Evander Sno and Geert Arend Roorda (pictured 
right). They should be able to boss the midfield in most games when not meeting the top five. 
 
In the relegation fight, many clubs could face this battle but most certainly the two promoted 
clubs, PEC Zwolle and Willem II. Zwolle play on an artificial pitch which may upset some top 
teams that visit and they will be hoping it does.  They face a massive uphill task as will Willem II, 
promoted from the play-offs as they finished fifth in the Eerste Divisie last year. 
 
Others like VVV Venlo, Heracles, Roda JC, FC Utrecht, ADO Den Haag and RKC Waalwijk could also 
be pull into the relegation dogfight as also they all have strength to achieve above mid-table 
obscurity.  They are all known as feeder clubs for the top five as money is really tight for all clubs 
and for the foreseeable future, they will be for years to come. 
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PSV EINDHOVEN 
INS: Marc Van Bommel (Milan), Mathias Jorgensen (FC 
København), Luciano Narsingh (Heerenveen), Boy Waterman 
(Alemannia Aachen), Ruud Swinkels (FC Eindhoven) 
OUTS: Otman Bakkal (Dinamo Moscow), Andreas Isaksson 
(Kasimpasa), Zakaria Labyad (Sporting Lisbon), Genaro 
Zeefuik (FC Groningen), Funso Ojo (Germinal Beerschot), 
Marco Ospitalieri (FC Eindhoven), Benjamin van Leer (FC 
Eindhoven), Stijn Wuytens (Germinal Beerschot) 

 

RKC WAALWIJK 
INS: Teddy Chevalier (Zulte-Waregem), Richard Barroilhet 
(Fulham), Rodney Sneijder (Ajax), Peter Jungschlager (Gold 
Coast United), Denzel Slager (Utrecht), Florian Jozefzoon 
(Ajax) 
OUTS: Mitchell Schet (FC Groningen), Evander Sno (NEC), 
Roald van Hout (Sparta Rotterdam), Karim Fachtali (FC 
Kaisar) 

RODA JC 
INS: Krisztian Nemeth (Olympiakos), Abel Tamata (PSV 
Eindhoven), Danilo Pereira (Parma), Filip Kurto (Wisla 
Krakow), Mateusz Kuzmicki (Club Brugge) 
OUTS: Mads Junker (KV Mechelen) 

SC HEERENVEEN 
INS: Gianni Zuiverloon (Mallorca), Christian Kum (ADO Den 
Haag), Jukka Raitala (Hoffenheim), Mark Uth (Koln), Marten 
de Roon (Sparta Rotterdam), Matthew Amoah (Mersin) 
OUTS: Richard Stolte (Excelsior), Luciano Narsingh (PSV), 
Michel Breuer (Heracles), Michal Svec (Slovan Bratislava), 
Bas Dost (Wolfsburg), Quenten Martinus (Sparta 
Rotterdam), Victor Elm (AZ Alkmaar), Geert Arend Roorda 
(NEC) 

VITESSE ARNHEM 
INS: Simon Cziommer (Red Bull Salzburg), Ismail Aissati 
(Ajax) 
OUTS: Marcus Pedersen (Valerenga), Guyon Philips (Go 
Ahead Eagles) 

VVV VENLO 
INS: Marcel Seip (Bradford), Jules Reimerink (Energie 
Cottbus), Niclas Heimann (Red Bull Salzburg), Guus Joppen 
(Helmond Sport), Jeffrey Altheer (Helmond Sport), Matheus 
(Coritiba), Niki Maenpaa (AZ Alkmaar), Oguzhan Turk 
(Cambuur), Ricky van Haaren (Feyenoord) 
OUTS: Michael Uchebo (Cercle Brugge), Ken Leemans (Hansa 
Rostock), Ferry de Regt (Helmond Sport) 

WILLEM II 
INS: Genaro Snijders (Vitesse), Rutger Worm (Heart), 
Alexander Maes (Standard Liege), Gaby Jallo (Heracles), 
Jonas van Kerckhoven (Club Brugge), Jordens Peters (Den 
Bosch), Kees van Buuren (Den Bosch), Kevin Brands (Telstar), 
Larbi El Harouchi (Feyenoord), Marc Hocher (ADO Den 
Haag), Philipp Haastrup (Helmond Sport) 
OUTS: Giovanni Gravenbeek (PEC Zwolle) 
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