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CONTE GETS 

10-MONTH 

SUSPENSION 
Juventus manager Antonio 

Conte and his assistant Angelo 

Alessio, formerly together at 

Siena, were suspended by the 

Italian Football Federation 

(FIGC) following a police 

investigation over allegations 

of "sporting fraud and 

fraudulent association" in 

relation to a Serie A fixture 

against Novara in April 2011. 
 

While earlier charges of direct involvement in 

match-fixing have been dropped, the FIGC 

maintain Conte was aware of the corruption 

taking place during his tenure at Siena. Last 

term Juventus became Serie A champions for 

the first time since being stripped of two 

scudettos and relegated in 2006 after another 

match-fixing scandal. 

 

In a statement from Juventus they stated: "The 

club underlines its full support for Antonio 

Conte and Angelo Alessio, in the hope that 

their innocence will emerge during the appeals 

process,". Conte submitted a plea bargain 

earlier in August, in which he would have had 

to pay a €200,000 fine and serve a three-

month suspension, but the FICG rejected a 

more lenient sanction. 

 

The former Juventus captain, 43, led his side to 

back into the Champions League after 

managing them through an entire season 

undefeated, but came under official 

investigation in June after just his first season 

at the helm of the Serie A giants. 

 

In total, 13 clubs and 44 members of Italian 

League football are alleged to have been 

involved in the betting scandal investigation 

including Siena, which accepted a six-point 

deduction last week as part of their plea 

bargain. 

Lecce and Grosseto have been excluded from 
Serie B for the 2012-13 season, and their former 
presidents Giovanni Semeraro and Piero Camilli 
face five-year suspensions. On top of that, six 
players (Leonardo Bonucci, Simone Pepe, Marco 
di Vaio, Salvatore Masiello, Daniele Padelli and 
Giuseppe Vives) have been acquitted of the 
charges against them. 
 

In May, Italian police descended on the national 
team's Euro 2012 training base to speak to 
defender Domenico Criscito as part of a wide-
ranging investigation into match fixing. The 25-
year-old, formerly of Genoa but now playing in 
Russia for Zenit St. Petersburg, was questioned 
by officials probing gambling markets linked to 
fixing results of matches in the Serie A. 
 

A total of 19 people were arrested in the 
ongoing investigation by magistrates in 
Cremona, eleven which are players in Italy's top 
flight. 
 

FIFA has invested €20M as part of a global 
programme to clamp down on corruption within 
football. The format targets illegal and irregular 
betting and match-fixing, which is estimated to 
be worth hundreds of millions of dollars a year in 
Asia alone. 
 

Friday's announcement of FIGC's punishments 
are the latest in a long-running saga that has cast 
a shadow over Italian football. Seventeen people 
were arrested in a similar swoop last year, the 
most high-profile of which was Atalanta captain 
Cristiano Doni. He was subsequently banned 
from the game for three years. 
 

FIFA are waiting for the FIGC to provide their 
report on the scandal. They stated: "We are 
currently waiting to receive all relevant 
documents from the Italian FA (FIGC) 
pertaining to the case and will then evaluate 
the next steps, this includes the potential 
extension of sanctions to have worldwide 
effect, in accordance with the FIFA 
Disciplinary Code." Since February, FIFA has 
extended 39 domestic sanctions in Turkey, 
Finland, Korean Republic and Croatia in an 
attempt to preserve the integrity of the sport. 
It said that South East Asia is "widely 
considered as a centre of legal and illegal 
betting." 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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EREDIVISIE 

SIGNS FOX 

MEGA-DEAL 
 

The company owned by 
Australian multi-billionaire 
Rupert Murdoch (pictured 
above) has agreed a 12-year 
deal for the rights to air live 
games from the Dutch top 
flight. 
 

Eredivisie Media and Marketing (EMM) has sold 
a 51% stake in the company to Fox International 
Channels, a broadcast subsidiary of News 
Corporation, for a reported €1BN. 
 

EMM owns media rights to the Eredivisie and 
controls the Eredivisie Live pay-television 
channel. Fox will pay the €1BN over the 12 years 
encompassing the 2013-14 to 2024-25 Dutch 
football seasons, with the payments reportedly 
rising from €60M in the first year to €100M in 
the final year. EMM was established in 2008 
through a partnership between the Eredivisie 
clubs and media and production company 
Endemol.  

Both parties have approved the deal, but it still 

needs to be cleared by the Dutch Competition 

Authority (NMA). 

 

“For the Dutch clubs and fans, it is good news 

that we can welcome such a strong 

partner,” said Frank Rutten, director of 

Eredivisie Media and Marketing. “The fact that 

Fox International Channels are going to 

participate in Eredivisie Media and Marketing 

shows great confidence in the organisation and 

appreciation for what has been achieved up to 

now. Together we will build in the years ahead 

a successful and innovative Eredivisie Live, a 

solid foundation for the entire football market 

and an improved experience for the fans.” 

 

Raymond van der Vliet, managing director of 

Fox International Channels, added: “We are 

very pleased that together with EMM and the 

18 Eredivisie football clubs we can further 

develop the strongest channel of the 

Netherlands. That we can add the sports genre 

to our portfolio of existing brands in the 

Netherlands is an honour and privilege. We 

expect that our local and international 

experience and success with regard to the 

exploitation of various channels, together with 

EMM, will be capable of offering Dutch football 

fans a full and high quality operation.” 

Jesus Perezagua, President of FOX 

International Channels Europe & Africa, said, 

“The partnership with EMM and the 18 

Eredivisie clubs will push FIC in Europe to a 

new level. It introduces the Dutch Premier 

League to our brand portfolio in The 

Netherlands and adds sports to the 

entertainment genres where we already have 

strength: scripted, factual and lifestyle.  This 

breadth is what makes FIC one of the most 

relevant players in the content distribution 

industry in Europe". 

 

Hernan Lopez, President and CEO of Fox 

International Channels, noted that "With our 

recent expansion in Latin America, Asia and 

now Europe, FIC is now on track to becoming 

a leading global sports broadcaster." 

 

The partnership is subject to approval by the 

Dutch Competition Authority. 

 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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SPL TO JOIN VOD REVOLUTION 

 

The SPL (Scottish Premier League) has become the latest division 
to agree a deal with YouTube after sealing a three-year contract 
with the video-sharing platform. 
 

The league have already secured domestic television rights with BSkyB and ESPN last week following 
the upheaval caused by Rangers’ liquidation and subsequent demotion to the SFL’s (Scottish Football 
League) Third Division. The innovative deal is a first for league football in the UK and will see the SPL’s 
official YouTube channel, ‘SPLOfficial’, screen highlights from every match. The ‘SPLOfficial’ channel will 
also cover pre and post-match interviews from players and managers, as well as exclusive behind-the-
scenes segments. Full highlights of Saturday games will be available for supporters in the UK and 
Ireland from 18:00 GMT on Sundays, while overseas fans will be able to access the content from 22:00 
GMT on the night of a game. 
 
The SPL’s agreement comes after the French Football League (LFP) signed a landmark deal in May that 
saw Dailymotion.fr, L’Equipe.fr and YouTube secure video on demand (VOD) rights to Ligue 1 in France. 

The four-year agreement, which also commences 
with the 2012-13 season, will provide French 
football fans with free access to game highlights, 
goals and interviews via the three platforms. 
YouTube built on that agreement by agreeing a 
deal to broadcast a Ligue 1 magazine programme 
on a global basis. Commenting on the SPL’s 
partnership with YouTube, the League’s 
commercial manager, Stuart MacPhee, 
said: “Launching the ‘SPLOfficial’ channel 
represents a new chapter in online fan 
engagement for our league. Making Clydesdale 
Bank Premier League content available on 
YouTube will allow fans to access all the best 
action, on and off the pitch, whenever they want 
and wherever they are, be it at home on the laptop 
or on their smartphone on the bus to work.” 
 
Senior director of sports for YouTube Europe, 
Middle East and Africa, Stephen Nuttall 
added: “Football fans worldwide naturally go to 
YouTube to catch up on goals and highlights. Our 
partnership with the Scottish Premier League will 
give the global YouTube audience access to all 
aspects of Scottish football from the best on-field 
action to exclusive behind-the-scenes footage.” 

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

NEWS SHORTS 
 

 
BRAZIL: Football Federation of Rio de 

Janeiro (FERJ) president Rubens Lopes has 

said the redeveloped Maracana stadium 

will be made available to host state 

championship games next year in a move 

designed to act as a test ahead of its 

staging of the 2013 FIFA Confederations 

Cup. The iconic Maracana is set to 

become the lynchpin of Brazil’s staging of 

the 2014 World Cup and is undergoing a 

major redevelopment. The Portal 2014 

website reports that Brazilian Football 

Federation and local organising 

committee president José Maria Marin 

has approved the proposal to stage 

Campeonato Carioca games in the 

Maracana, adding that the measure 

could be repeated in the Confederations 

Cup’s other five host cities. 

Redevelopment work on the Maracana is 

now 59% complete and the new-look 

stadium is scheduled to re-open in 

February, along with fellow 

Confederations Cup venues in Brasilia and 

Recife. The Castelão, Fonte Nova and 

Mineirão stadiums are set for completion 

by December. In related news, Cruzeiro 

has agreed a 25-year deal to play its 

games in the Mineirão through to 2038. 

Originally built for Brazil’s staging of the 

1950 World Cup, the Maracana will host 

seven games in the 2014 edition of the 

event, more than any other venue. Along 

with being the focal point of Brazil’s 2014 

World Cup, the new Maracana will also 

play a key role for Rio de Janeiro’s 

hosting of the 2016 Olympics, staging 

football during the Games. The US$595 

million redevelopment project will see a 

new stadium formed within the shell of 

the original epic facility. The old 

Maracana sealed its place in football 

history by regularly playing host to 

crowds in excess of 150,000, but will be 

scaled back to an 80,000 capacity. 
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The men’s Olympic Football coverage continues with last Tuesday’s semi-finals below and check out who got the gold medal on 
page 8. 

 

Tuesday 7th August 2012 
 

Wembley Stadium, London 

MEXICO 3-1 JAPAN 

 

 

Oribe Peralta's (pictured right) stunning strike was the catalyst to 

guide Mexico past a spirited Japan side and into the gold medal match at 

the Olympic Games. It completed an excellent comeback for the Mexicans 

whose appearance in a first Olympic final was under threat following a Yuki 

Otsu first-half screamer. But Marco Fabian’s glanced header levelled affairs 

before Peralta’s sweet strike and Javier Cortes' late finish proved enough to 

send the Mexican fans into a state of delirium. Both sides had remained 

undefeated in their run to the semi-finals and the coaches’ starting line-ups 

reflected those superb performances, unchanged from their quarter-finals. 

  

 

Old Trafford, Manchester 

BRAZIL 3-0 KOREA REPUBLIC 
Leandro Damiao scored two second-half goals to help Brazil defeat Korea 

Republic and reach its first Olympic men's final in 24 years. Defensive 

midfielder Romulo put Brazil ahead in the 38th minute and Damiao added his 

goals in the 57th and 64th to leave the South Americans one match away 

from winning their first gold in football. The Brazilians will face Mexico, which 

earlier Tuesday defeated Japan 3-1 at Wembley in the other semi-final. Brazil 

was the bronze-medallist in 2008 in Beijing but hadn't reached the Olympic 

final since the 1988 Seoul Games, when a team led by Romario and Bebeto 

finished with the silver. Brazil will be playing in its third Olympics final. It also 

won the silver in the 1984 Los Angeles Games. The Brazilians got the bronze 

in 1996 in Atlanta and in Beijing when they lost the semi-final to Lionel 

Messi's Argentina. Brazil came to the London Games as the main gold-medal 

contender because most of its top players make the tournament's under-23 

age limit, including Neymar and Oscar. Each nation can also use three older 

players. Brazil became the only favourite left in this year's tournament after 

Spain and Uruguay were eliminated in the first stage and host Britain fell to  

Korea Republic in the quarter-finals. Brazil struggled early and it was Korea 

Republic which had the most significant scoring chances in the beginning of 

the match in front of nearly 70,000 at the Old Trafford. The Brazilians opened 

the scoring when Neymar stole a ball and fed it to Oscar. He passed to 

Romulo just inside the area and the defensive midfielder sent a low shot past 

Korea Republic goalkeeper Lee Bum-young just before halftime. Neymar also 

set up Brazil's second, crossing into the area for Damiao to fire in a low shot 

from near the penalty spot. The striker added his second — and sixth of the 

tournament — after a pass deflected off a defender and fell into his feet 

inside the area for another easy goal. He passed Senegal's Moussa Konate as 

the competition's leading scorer. Korea Republic had conceded only two goals 

in its first four matches. It leaves the tournament with only won outright 

victory, against Switzerland in the group stage. It eliminated Britain on 

penalties after a 1-1 draw in regulation and extra time. Korea Republic was 

making its first semi-final appearance at the Olympics. The Koreans had their 

chances against Brazil but couldn't capitalize on them. Brazil midfielder 

Sandro had to clear a header by Kim Hyun-sung just in front of the goal in the 

12th, and two minutes later defender Juan just barely kept Ji Dong-won from 

heading a ball into the open net after Brazil goalkeeper Rafael mistimed a ball 

crossed into the area. Brazil played with a different set up than in the 

previous matches. Coach Mano Menezes replaced Porto striker Hulk by Alex 

Sandro, adding the extra midfielder and keeping Oscar, Neymar and Damiao 

playing up front. 
  

 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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Friday 10th and Saturday 11th August 2012 
 

 

 

BRONZE MEDAL MATCH – Millennium Stadium, Cardiff 

JAPAN 0-2 KOREA REPUBLIC 
Two goals either side of half-time were enough to give Korea Republic a place 
on the podium and send Japan home empty-handed following a keenly 
contested encounter in Cardiff. Arsenal forward Park Chuyoung and Augsburg 
midfielder Koo Jacheol were on target for the Taeguk Warriors who claimed 
Asia’s first medal in the men’s tournament since 1948, when Japan picked up 
bronze. The first half was a niggly, if not bad tempered, affair short on 
goalmouth incident, until Japan had a couple of chances in quick succession 
several minutes before half-time. Korean goalkeeper Jung Sungryong had to 
be alert to punch a Keigo Higashi header over the bar and from the resulting 
corner Horoki Sakai went close with a header.It was Korea Republic who took 
the lead in the 38th minute. Park Chuyoung showed a great deal of class 
when he received the ball just inside the Japan half, ran at the defence before 
firing just inside the near post from the edge of the box. Korea 
Republic doubled their advantage in the 57th minute when Koo Jacheol was 
quickest to react to a long ball and gave Shuchi Gonda no chance with a low 
shot. It could have been more for the South Koreans had Gonda not been in 
such excellent form. He superbly stopped a fine shot at full stretch from Kim 
Bokyung, which seemed destined for the top corner. Japan put everything 
into attack, but Korea Republic refused to panic and saw out the game. 

  

GOLD MEDAL MATCH – Wembley Stadium, London 

BRAZIL 1-2 MEXICO 

 

Mexico finally grabbed an Olympic medal in the best possible way at 
Wembley as their 2-1 victory over Brazil gave them gold, with Santos Laguna 
striker Oribe Peralta the hero of the hour. His two goals, one in each half, 
condemned Brazil to yet another silver medal finish, equalling their 
achievements in the Los Angeles and Seoul Olympics. The carnival 
atmosphere continued, for the Mexican fans at least, when they went ahead 
after just 29 seconds. It was the fastest goal of London 2012 and one of the 
quickest which Wembley has witnessed. Rafael dwelt on the ball and was 
chased down by Marco Fabian. The full-back’s pass to Thiago Silva was 
intercepted by Javier Aquino, who slipped the ball into the path of Oribe 
Peralta, who had the time and space to fire a shot from the edge of the box 
which nestled beyond Gabriel’s dive and inside the near post. Brazil were 
struggling to create clear-cut chances against a hard-working, well-organised 
Mexico midfield, with Chivas’ Jorge Enriquez particularly in fine form. Such 
was Mano Menezes’ frustration that he made an early tactical switch, with 
Hulk replacing Alex Sandro in the 32nd minute. Yet it was Mexico who 
looked more cohesive in attack, including A fine move down the left saw 
Aquino set up Carlos Salcido, who fired a warning shot across the face of goal 
from the edge of the box. Brazil’s best chance of the half came out of 
nothing when Hulk picked up the ball 35 yards from goal, ran forward and hit 
a powerful long-range effort which forced a save from Corona. The Mexico 
goalkeeper then had to be alert to scramble the ball clear to deny the 
onrushing Leandro Damiao. The shot appeared to hand Brazil some 
momentum as, before half-time, both Marcelo and Neymar fired narrowly 
wide as the South Americans finished the half on a high. In the second half, 
Brazil came out full of intent to grab an equaliser. Once again, Neymar had 
the best two chances after the restart, shooting narrowly over from 25 yards 
and then denied by a brave save from Corona. Though, he was guilty of 
missing a golden chance when he blasted the ball over from close range after 
being supplied by Oscar. A Seleção were committing so many players 
forward that a Mexico counter-attack was inevitable at some stage. It came 
when Fabian chased a long ball to force Silva into an error. Bearing down on 
goal, he was met by the outrushing Gabriel and, after seeing his initial shot 
blocked, tried a spectacular overhead kick which bounced off the crossbar. 
The Mexicans made the most of their good spell when they doubled their 
advantage 15 minutes from time. Fabian swung a free-kick into the box, 
Peralta timed his run and smashed a downward header which gave Gabriel 
no chance. With time ticking away, it appeared as though the game was 
heading towards a low-key conclusion until Hulk scored in the opening 
seconds of added time, keeping his cool to fire low past Corona. The strike 
set up a grandstand finish. Oscar should have equalised when his free header 
from Hulk’s cross went over the bar. 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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KIEV, CELTIC, FENERBACHE, ZAGREB ADVANCE 
 

Goalkeeper Maxym Koval frustrated Feyenoord time and again before the in-form 
Ideye Brown (pictured above) rubber-stamped Dynamo's Kiev play-off place. The tie 
was finely balanced heading into the second leg following the Ukrainian side's narrow 
win last week. The hosts dominated, but Dynamo's 19-year-old goalkeeper Maxym 
Koval proved unbeatable, and Nigerian striker Ideye Brown sealed the Bilo-Syni's 
progress deep in added time with his sixth goal in as many games this term. 
 

Second-half strikes from Joe Ledley and Giorgos Samaras (pictured right) helped a 
ten-man Celtic side advance in their tie. Neil Lennon's side were defending a slender 
advantage after last week's 2-1 win at Celtic Park, with HJK's away goal meaning the 
Scottish champions could not rest on their laurels. As the match wore on goalless, the 
visitors' nerves were tested, but eventually Ledley found the breakthrough and 
although Victor Wanyama was sent off soon after, Samaras completed the scoring 
four minutes from time. 
 

Summer signing Dirk Kuyt scored twice in five second-half minutes to ensure 
Fenerbahçe SK ended SC Vaslui's resistance and advanced to the play-offs against 
Spartak Moscow. Marius Șumudică's side may have been grounded in cautious reality 
pre-match, but they dared to dream when Marius Niculae cancelled out Caner Erkin's 
12th-minute opener. A penalty failure from Ousmane N'Doye dented their belief, 
however, and, with extra time looming, Fenerbahçe's counterattacking brilliance 
prevailed. Kuyt scored twice, before Moussa Sow wrapped up proceedings two 
minutes into added time. 
 

Dinamo Zagreb booked their place in the play-off with a 4-0 victory against Sheriff in 
Zagreb. The Croatian champions are now one step away from securing back-to-back 
group stage appearances in Europe's elite club competition after goals from Domagoj 
Vida, Fatos Beqiraj, Duje Čop and Luis Ibáñez ensured their progress. 
 

Rarely troubled, Panathinaikos booked their play-off clash with La Liga’s cash-
troubled Malaga at the expense of Motherwell, thanks to a trio of second-half goals. 
In energy-sapping conditions, the home side emerged after the break to pick off their 
opponents without breaking sweat. Lazaros Christodoulopoulos (pictured right) 
opened the scoring on 51 minutes, before strikes from Charis Mavrias and Ibrahim 
Sissoko confirmed an emphatic 5-0 aggregate victory. 
 

 Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

FULL RESULTS 
 

Tuesday 7th August 
Feyenoord (NED) 0-1 Dynamo Kyiv (UKR) (1-3 on agg) 
Debreceni (HUN) 0-2 BATE Borisov (BLR) (1-3 on agg) 

 

Wednesday 8th August 
F91 Dudelange (LUX) 0-1 Maribor (SVN) (1-5 on agg) 

Slovan Liberec (CZE) 1-2 CFR 1907 Cluj (ROU) (1-3 on agg) 
Ekranas (LTU) 0-6 Anderlecht (BEL) (0-11 on agg) 

Helsingsborgs IF (SWE) 3-1 Budućnost (MNE) (6-1 on agg) 
Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) 4-0 Sheriff (MDA) (5-0 on agg) 

HJK Helsinki (FIN) 0-2 Celtic (SCO) (1-4 on agg) 
FC Basel (SUI) 1-1 Molde FK (NOR) (2-1 on agg) 

Neftçi (AZE) 2-2 Hapoel Kiryat Shmona FC (ISR) (2-6 on agg) 
Partizan (SRB) 0-1 AEL Limassol FC (CYP) (0-2 on agg) 
FC Vaslui (ROU) 1-4 Fenerbahçe (TUR) (2-5 on agg) 

Club Brugge KV (BEL) 2-3 FC København (DEN) (2-3 on agg) 
Panathinaikos (GRE) 3-0 Motherwell (SCO) (5-0 on agg) 

 

 

   

PLAYOFFS – FIRST LEG FIXTURES 
 

Tuesday 21st August 
Spartak Moscow (RUS) vs. Fenerbahçe (TUR) 

Borussia Monchengladbach (GER) vs. Dynamo Kiev (UKR) 
København (DEN) vs. Lille (FRA) 

FC Basel (SWI) vs. CFR Cluj (ROM) 
Helsingborg (SWE) vs. Celtic (SCO) 

 

Wednesday 22nd August 
BATE (BLR) vs. Hapoel Kiryat Shmona FC (ISR) 

AEL Limassol FC (CYP) vs. Anderlecht (BEL) 
Dinamo Zagreb (CRO) vs. Maribor (SVN) 

Braga (POR) vs. Udinese (ITA) 
Malaga (ESP) vs. Panathinaikos (GRE) 
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LIVERPOOL, BILBAO, INTER PROCEED 
 

Liverpool eased into the Europa League play-offs against FC Gomel while new 
signing Joe Allen sat in the stands. The man from Swansea City was at Anfield to 
witness Fabio Borini, Steven Gerrard and Glen Johnson score in the third 
qualifying round defeat of the Belarusians.  
 
Dundee United sustained a heavy defeat as dominant Dinamo Moscow 
progressed to the play-off round. Igor Semshov, who scored Dinamo's first in 
last week's 2-2 draw at Tannadice, fired the Russian side ahead in the third 
minute of the second leg. Aleksandr Kokorin's header and Artur Yusupov's strike 
further stretched the Russian side's lead before half-time. Aleksandr Sapeta's 
late double, which included a stunning shot, completed Dinamo's victory. 
 
St Patrick's crashed out after defeat in Hannover. The Dubliners entered the 
contest at the Hannover Arena already 3-0 down from the first leg at Richmond 
Park and goals in either half, from defender Karim Haggui and then midfielder 
Mario Eggimann finished the tie. 
 
Inter Milan survived a scare against Hajduk Split to squeeze through 3-2 on 
aggregate against the Croatian side. Inter led 3-0 from the first leg and would 
have hoped for a comfortable passage to the next round with tonight's game in 
the San Siro. But a penalty from Ante Vukusic after 23 minutes and Ivan 
Vukovic's goal with 58 minutes gone made for a nervous last half hour for the 
Serie A side. 
 
Last season's beaten finalists Athletic Bilbao were made to work hard by 
Croatian side Slaven Belupo before edging through 4-3 on aggregate. Bilbao, 
beaten in last season's final by fellow Spanish side Atletico Madrid, had led 3-1 
from the first leg but twice went behind in the city of Koprivnica. The Croatians 
took the lead after 28 minutes through defender Alen Maras but Iker Muniain 
gave Bilbao some breathing space when he scored the equaliser two minutes 
into the second half. However, a second goal for the home side by Mario 
Gregurina with 21 minutes to go made for an uncomfortable end to the game 
for the Spanish side. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

FULL RESULTS 
 

Thursday 2nd August 
Vitesse Arnhem (NED) 0-2 Anzhi Makhachkala (RUS) 0-4 on agg 

Bursaspor (TUR) 6-0 KuPS (FIN) 6-1 on agg 
Mura (SLV) 0-2 Arsenal Kiev (UKR) 3-2 on agg 

Anorthosis (CYP) A-A Dila (GEO) 0-3 on agg 
PAOK (GRE) 4-1 Bnei Yehuda (ISR) 6-1 on agg 
Vitoria Plzen (CZE) 5-0 Ruch (POL) 7-0 on agg 
Aalesund (NOR) 0-1 APOEL (CYP) 1-3 on agg 

Metalurg Donetsk (UKR) 0-1 Tromso (NOR) 1-2 on agg 
Young Boys (SWI) 3-0 Kalmar (SWE) 3-1 on agg 

Lech (POL) 1-0 AIK (SWE) 1-3 on agg 
Legia Warsaw (POL) 3-1 Ried (AUT) 4-3 on agg 

Rapid Bucharest (ROM) 1-0 Heerenveen (NED) 1-4 on agg 
Mlada Boleslav (CZE) 0-2 FC Twente (NED) 0-4 on agg 

Spartak Trnava (SVK) 0-3 Steaua Bucharest (ROM) 1-3 on agg 
Rosenborg (NOR) 0-0 Servette (SWI) 1-1 on agg 

Rosenborg win on away goals rule 

Maritimo (POR) 0-0 Asteras (GRE) 1-1 on agg 
Maritimo win on away goals rule 

Liverpool (ENG) 3-0 Gomel (BLR) 4-0 on agg 
Aktobe (KAZ) 1-2 Genk (BEL) 2-4 on agg 

Elfsborg (SWE) 2-3 Horsens (DEN) 3-4 on agg 
Omonia Nicosia (CYP) 0-0 Crvena Zvezda (SRB) 0-0 on agg 

Crvena Zvezda win 6-5 on penalties 

Gent (BEL) 0-3 Videoton (HUN) 0-4 on agg 
Dinamo Moscow (RUS) 5-0 Dundee United (SCO) 7-2 on agg 

Marseille (FRA) 3-0 Eskisehirspor (TUR) 4-1 on agg 
Hannover 96 (GER) 2-0 St. Patricks (IRL) 5-0 on agg 
Inter Milan (ITA) 0-2 Hajduk Split (CRO) 3-2 on agg 
Rapid Wien (AUT) 2-0 Vojvodina (SRB) 3-2 on agg 

Slaven Koprivnica (CRO) 2-1 Athletic Bilbao (ESP) 3-4 on agg 
Zeta (MON) 1-0 Sarajevo (BIH) 2-2 on agg 

Zeta win on away goals rule 

Sparta Prague (CZE) 2-2 Admira Wacker (AUT) 4-2 on agg 
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MAN CITY CONTINUE WHERE THEY LEFT OFF 
 

Man City began preparations for the upcoming Premier League season with a 3-2 victory over 
Chelsea at Villa Park. Samir Nasri’s goal proved to be the decisive goal in an entertaining contest. 
 

Chelsea boss Roberto Di Matteo fielded a strong line-up, featuring new signing Eden Hazard, Juan 
Mata, Fernando Torres, Ramires and Frank Lampard. City were subject to some injuries, with Joe 
Hart, Mario Balotelli, Gareth Barry and Micah Richards all being ruled out. Roberto Mancini opted to 
continue with the three at the back system, Vincent Kompany was selected in defence alongside 
Stefan Savic and Pablo Zabaleta, Aleksander Kolarov and James Milner were deployed as wing-backs, 
whilst Nigel De Jong, Yaya Toure and Samir Nasri started in midfield and Sergio Aguero and Carlos 
Tevez completing the line-up. 
 

City made the brighter start in early stages, with Carlos Tevez coming extremely close within taking 
the lead from a free-kick from distance, which was beaten away by Cech. Soon after the Champions 
had another chance to open the scoring, this time Samir Nasri testing Peter Cech, though it was going 
to be difficult to get past Czech Republic shot-stopper. Cech was forced into another save moments 
later, palming away Kolarov’s inswinging corner. 
 

For the majority of the half, it was City who had the upper hand and were keeping possession very 
well, with only Eden Hazard forcing Costel Pantillimon into a save, thought he big Romanian held it 
well. But against the run of play, in the 39th minute, Chelsea took the lead, Ramires found space 
outside the box and flicked the ball to Torres, who skilfully finished for a real smash and grab goal. 
Things seemed to be going well for Chelsea, until four minutes before half time, Ivanović saw red, for 
a tackle on Kolarov and potentially ruining their chances of winning the game, as playing with a man 
down against the reigning Champions was no easy task. 
 

City then levelled things up, minutes after the break, Milner’s cross was only partially cleared as far as 
Yaya Toure and the Ivorian drove a shot into the corner. Then moments later, City took the lead, 
Carlos Tevez linked up well with Nasri and then skipped past David Luiz, before curling a shot past 
Cech. Chelsea were forced to play with men behind the ball and weren’t posing much of a threat due 
to the dismissal of Ivanović, their only chance falling to Ramires, but it was a comfortably save for 
Pantillimon. Samir Nasri added a third for City and piled more pressure on Chelsea, he steered home 
Kolarov’s cross for the fourth goal of the game. 
 

Chelsea reduced the deficit in the 80th minute, substitute Ryan Bertrand netting his first goal for the 
club, after Pantillimon spilled Sturridge’s well struck effort. But City held out and could have 
extended their lead, if Aguero would have put away a chance late on. A very entertaining game, with 
both sides showing promising signs for the season ahead, a good way to begin the competitive 
action. 
 

Josh Lawless 
Twitter @BackOfTheNetJL 

Website - www.backofthenetfootball.webs.com 

 

Sunday 12th August 
Villa Park, Birmingham 

MAN CITY 3-2 CHELSEA 
Yaya Toure 53 
Tevez 59 
Nasri 64 

H.T 
0-1 

Torres 40 
Bertrand 79 

CARDS 

Savic  11 

Kompany  49 

Pantilimon  80 

 Ramires  32 

Ivanovic  42 

Mikel  43 

Lampard  46 

Cole  62 

Bertrand  80 

TEAMS 

MAN CITY: Pantillimon, Kompany, 
Zabaleta, Kolarov, Savic (Clichy 46), Milner, 
Nasri (Silva 76), De Jong, Yaya Toure, 
Aguero, Tevez (Dzeko 88) 
CHELSEA: Cech, Ivanovic, Cole, David Luiz, 
Terry, Ramires, Lampard, Mikel, Hazard 
(Bertrand 71), Torres, Mata (Sturridge 74) 
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BAYERN FINALLY DEFEAT DORTMUND 
 

Bayern Munich won the 2012 German Supercup and ended a five-game losing streak against Borussia 
Dortmund in the process. The victory lays down an early marker for the season from the Bavarians.  
 

Both teams found places for some new faces with Dante and Mario Mandzukic both starting for 
Munich and Marco Reus starting for Dortmund.  It was Munich who started the game much the 
brighter and after 4 minutes they almost took the lead. Mandzukic was played in behind the 
Dortmund back line and his cross saw a header from Thomas Muller deflected wide for a corner. 
However it was not long before the deadlock was to be broken. A superb cross from Franck Ribery 
with the outside of his foot allowed Mandzukic to open his account for his new club with a shot past 
Dortmund keeper Roman Weidenfeller. 
 

Munich doubled the lead on 11 minutes, when after some great work from Mandzukic, Arjen Robben 
saw his shot come back off the post for Muller to rifle a shot into the roof of the net.  As the half 
wore on Dortmund came more into the game and restricted Bayern to controlling the game without 
creating any clear cut opportunities and likewise Dortmund in the few attacks they could muster 
were not able to trouble Manuel Neuer in the Munich goal.  
 

Dortmund started the second half brightly and Polish centre forward Robert Lewandowski brought a 
fine save out of Neuer on 48 minutes. Reus then shot just wide on 52 minutes as Dortmund showed 
signs of a recovery.  On the break Robben went on a mazy dribble before his shot was saved by 
Weidenfeller in the Dortmund goal. Lewandowski missed another opportunity to get Dortmund back 
in the game when he shot wide when well-placed after some superb play by Reus and Mario Götze. 
 

Lewandowski (pictured right) eventually got his goal and Dortmund back into the game with a goal on 
75 minutes. A right foot effort from just outside the penalty area set up a tense finish to the game. 
Dortmund continued to push for an equaliser without testing Neuer in the Munich goal and in the 
end it was Munich who were able to take the first honours of the season and lay down an important 
marker for the season ahead.  
 

Andrew Waite 
Twitter @TerryWaite 

 

Sunday 12th August 
Allianz Arena, Munich 

BAYERN 2-1 DORTMUND 
Mandzukic 6 
Muller 11 

H.T 
2-0 

Lewandowski 75 

CARDS 

Luis Gustavo  28 

Can  37 

Mandzukic  68 

Robben  82 

 Schmelzer  42 
 

TEAMS 

BAYERN MUNICH: Neuer, Dante, Boateng, 
Lahm, Robben (Shaqiri 86), Can (Badstuber 
70), Ribery (Tymoshchuk 81), Luiz Gustavo, 
Kroos, Mandzukic, Müller 
BORUSSIA DORTMUND: Weidenfeller, 
Hummels, Schmelzer, Subotic, Piszczek, 
Gundogan, Blaszczykowski (Schieber 71), 
Großkreutz (Perisic 64), Leitner (Götze 64), 
Reus, Lewandowski 
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JUVE’ DEDICATE WIN TO SUSPENDED CONTE 
 

Last season's Coppa Italia winners Napoli took the lead through Edinson Cavani in the 27th minute 

before Kwadwo Asamoah levelled and Goran Pandev restored Napoli's advantage before the interval. 

Arturo Vidal levelled from the penalty spot before Napoli lost Pandev, Juan Zuniga and coach Walter 

Mazzarri to red cards towards the end of the 90 minutes. An own goal from Christian Maggio and a 

further strike from Mirko Vucinic clinched victory for the Serie A champions in extra-time. 
 

Juve, with Massimo Carrera on the bench in place of Antonio Conte, who has been suspended for 10 

months pending an appeal, began the game brightly in the Bird's Nest stadium in Beijing. Sebastian 

Giovinco soon settled into his new role in the Juve attack and created a few openings before Napoli 

scored against the run of play. Cavani put Mazzarri's side in front in the 27th minute when he beat 

the offside trap and then kept his cool to beat Gianluigi Buffon. 
 

Juve equalised 10 minutes later with new arrival from Udinese Asamoah scoring his first goal for the 

club with a finely-executed volley from the edge of the area. Parity lasted only four minutes, though, 

before Pandev restored Napoli's lead. Leonardo Bonucci initially lost possession, but the 

Macedonian's lobbed finish took more credit than the Juventus defender's error could take blame as 

an efficient Napoli regained the advantage before half time. 
 

That goal was almost cancelled out immediately in the second half when Mirko Vucinic's shot was 

pushed onto the crossbar by Morgan de Sanctis. Vucinic got round De Sanctis on the hour mark, but 

Paolo Cannavaro covered to defend the Napoli goal as the defending Serie A champions started to 

raise their game. They got their reward in the 73rd minute when substitute Federico Fernandez 

fouled Vucinic inside the area and Vidal converted the penalty. The game opened up and the tension 

increased, so much so that Pandev vented his anger at a linesman and was swiftly sent off. Zuniga 

followed him into the dressing room in stoppage time when he picked up a second yellow card for a 

foul on Giovinco. 
 

It was all too much for Mazzarri, who was sent off for his protests as the teams prepared for extra 

time. Napoli could no longer control their emotions and Juve capitalised to take the lead seven 

minutes into extra time when Maggio headed Andrea Pirlo's free-kick into his own goal before Juve 

sealed victory through Vucinic in the 101st minute of the game.  
 

As a protest to the three dismissals, Napoli refused to watch the trophy ceremony as Juventus senior 

management and players were quick to dedicate their Supercoppa victory, to banned coach Antonio 

Conte. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

 

Saturday 11th August 
Beijing National Stadium, Beijing, China 

JUVENTUS 4-2 NAPOLI 
Asamoah 37 
Vidal 74P 
Maggio O.G. 97 
Vucinic 101 

H.T 
1-2 

Cavani 27 
Pandev 41 

CARDS 

Lichtsteiner 78 

Giovinco 90 

Bonucci 112 

 Britos 32 

Cannavaro 52 

Behrami 53 

Cavani 64 

Zuniga 78 

Pandev 85 

Zuniga 90 

TEAMS 

JUVENTUS: Buffon, Barzagli, Bonucci, Lucio, 
Lichtsteiner (Padoin 89), Pirlo, Vidal, 
Marchisio, Asamoah, Matri (Vucinic 46), 
Giovinco (Giaccherini 116) 
NAPOLI: De Sanctis, Campagnaro, Britos, 
Cannavaro (Fernandez 62), Maggio, Inler 
(Dossena 106), Hamšík (Gargano 67), 
Behrami, Zuniga, Cavani, Pandev 
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ANDERLECHT GO TOP AS MBOKANI MAKES A 

STATEMENT  
Dieumerci Mbokani (picture above) was undoubtedly the Jupiler League’s man of the weekend with his 

match-winning hat-trick in Anderlecht’s 3-0 win at Cercle Brugge. The Congolese striker then rather spoilt 

the show by saying he was not sure if he would stay at the club and that he’d love to play in the Premier 

League.  
 

With Cheikhou Kouyaté saying that if Anderlecht didn’t qualify for the Champions League he might be on 

his way out and with rumours still circulating about Lucas Biglia and Serie A, there will still be some worried 

faces at the Constant Vanden Stock stadium despite the recent performances: 15 goals in four games with 

none conceded. 
 

Anderlecht had an easy run against Cercle Brugge, who don’t yet seem to be the team they were last 

season. Dennis Odoi made Mbokani’s first with an excellent run, Milan Jovanovic was the inspiration for the 

second and the third was a superb lob that left Bram Verbist stranded. Apart from Mbokani, Kouyaté was 

outstanding in defence on his return from duty with the Senegalese Olympic team.  
 

Club Brugge are second on goal difference following their 3-3 draw at KV Mechelen.  Both these clubs have 

a great history but Club Brugge are the one with the financial backing and ambition. Georges Leekens will 

not be happy with the result as his defence threw away the match after Lior Rafaelov had done all he could 

with two goals and an assist. Mechelen remain unbeaten and seem in good spirits with their new signings.  

The other club on seven points is Zulte Waregem who got a point at Beerschot with Franck Berrier again 

scoring; his fourth in three games. That’s a good rate for a player who is essentially a playmaker. It wasn’t 

easy for the Essevee though as Beerschot dominated the match.  
 

On Friday night, Standard Liege achieved their first win of the season when they overcame Waasland-

Beveren 3-1. The match was marked by a standing ovation for fans favourite Sébastien Pocognoli who is 

apparently the target for a €7 million bid by Benfica. The price seems high enough to raise doubts about the 

story. Ron Jans will be a relieved coach but the same fans will not be totally convinced. 

Standard were followed on Saturday night by Charleroi who got their first success by visiting Kortrijk and 

returning with the three points after Abraham Kumador had headed home. It was a good result for 32-year 

old coach Yannick Ferrera who got the tactics just right. Charleroi started the game with 11 ‘foreign’ 

players.   
 

Racing Genk also got their first victory but they had to fight for it. The goal against Lokeren didn’t come 

until the 87th minute and it came via ex-Rangers winger Thomas Buffel. It was good to see Anthony 

Limbombe – now 20 - on form after he came on as a substitute and turned the game.  
 

Enzo Scifo (pictured right) will not be totally happy after Mons dropped points at home to Lierse. Scifo said 

it was too early to worry. Jeremy Perbet again started the match on the bench. In the final game, Gent 

drew 1-1 with Leuven and the team – with ambitions this season – were booed off the pitch. Gent coach 

Trond Sollied is under severe pressure to turn things around after poor results in Europe and in the League. 
 

John Chapman 
Twitter @BelgoFoot 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 10th August 
Standard Liege 3-1 Waasland-Beveren 

 
Saturday 11th August 

KV Mechelen 3-3 Club Brugge 
Beerschot 1-1 Zulte-Waregem 
Kortrijk 0-1 Sporting Charleroi 

Mons 1-1 Lierse 
 

Sunday 12th August 
Genk 1-0 Lokeren 

Gent 1-1 OH Leuven 
Cercle Brugge 0-3 Anderlecht 

 

LEAGUE STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Anderlecht 3 2 1 0 7 
2 Zulte-Waregem 3 2 1 0 7 
3 Club Brugge 3 2 1 0 7 
4 KV Mechelen 3 1 2 0 5 
5 Mons 3 1 2 0 5 
6 Racing Genk  3 1 2 0 5 
7 Kortrijk 3 1 1 1 4 
8 Lokeren 3 1 1 1 4 
9 Gent 3 1 1 1 4 

10 Standard 3 1 1 1 4 
11 Charleroi  3 1 0 2 3 

12 Leuven 3 0 2 1 2 

13 Lierse 3 0 2 1 2 

14 Waasland-Beveren 3 0 1 2 1 

15 Cercle Brugge 3 0 1 2 1 

16 Beerschot 3 0 1 2 1 

FIXTURES 
 

Saturday 18th August 
Club Brugge vs. Beerschot 

Anderlecht vs. Mons 
Zulte-Waregem vs. Kortrijk 

OH Leuven vs. Cercle Brugge 
Lokeren vs. Mechelen 

Lierse vs. Genk 
Waasland-Beveren vs. Gent 

 
Sunday 19th August 

Sporting Charleroi vs. Standard Liege 
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LIGUE 1 OFF TO A 

FLYER  
The Ligue 1 campaign got underway this 
weekend and it began exactly how it ended 
last season, shock results and lots of drama 
resulting in an exhilarating opening weekend 
which had everything; 25 goals, six red cards 
and four goals scored in the 90

th
 minute.   

 
Reigning champions Montpellier began their 
title defence with a 1-1 draw against 
Toulouse. From the first whistle both teams 
flew into full blooded challenges as the south 
of France rivalry heated up, eventually 
resulting in three red cards being issued. The home side took the lead around the half-hour mark as John Utaka freed 
Souleymane Camara and the Senegalese calmly lobbed the advancing Ahamada. But the champion’s joy was short-lived as 
Saihi was shown a straight red card for a dangerous tackle on Pantxi Sirieix just moments before half time. After the 
interval Toulouse pressed hard and were finally rewarded for their dominance when Ben Yedder headed home a close 
range header to level the match.  
 
Toulouse could see three points on the horizon, but when Regattin fouled Congré, Toulouse were down to ten men, 
evening up the numbers. And just moments later a hat-trick of red cards was completed as Aurier was given his marching 
orders following a late challenge on Bédimo. But Toulouse held on to take a share of the points leaving Montpellier very 
disappointed.  
 
Following their lavish spending spree PSG got their campaign underway but will be hugely disappointed following their 2-2 
draw against French minnows Lorient. A Maxwell own goal opened the scoring before Aliadière doubled the away sides 
lead leaving the PSG faithful stunned. After the interval PSG hit back and inevitably it was debutant Ibrahimovic who 
started the comeback, calmly controlling the ball on his chest before sliding the ball past Audard. As the clock ticked down 
Lorient looked to be hanging on for a famous three points until Bourillon conceded a penalty gifting Ibrahimovic the 
chance to double his tally from the spot, a chance the Swede did not waste as PSG claimed a much deserved point sparing 
their blushes. 
 
Lille look set to be the team battling it out with PSG at the top of the table and they began the campaign with a 2-1 win 
away at Saint-Etienne. The away side put in a solid performance sending out a clear message to PSG. After a competitive 
opening 45 minutes both teams went into half time with the scores level, but it did not take Lille long to respond to their 
half time team talk as they soon went in front after the interval. Dimitri Payet’s perfectly weighted free-kick fell found 
Aurélien Chedjou and the Cameroonian finished superbly putting the away side in front. Lifted by the home crowd, Saint-
Etienne hit back. Romain Hamouma controlled the ball delightfully on his chest before executing an exquisite chip on his 
debut. And when the home side looked happy to settle for a point Lille snatched a winner at the death. Payet shimmied his 
was past several defenders before forcing Ruffier into a fantastic reflex save only for Pedretti to tap home the rebound, a 
cruel blow for Saint-Etienne who deserved a point.  
 
Evian and Bordeaux contested a five goal thriller which went the way of Les Girondins. Ludovic Obraniak and Yoan 
Gouffran got on the score sheet with less than 15 minutes played, but the home side rallied and hit back three minutes 
later through Daniel Wass, his well struck free-kick was unstoppable giving the home side a glimmer of hope. After the 
interval Bordeaux restored their two goal lead, Evian were caught napping and Saivet headed home to seal all three points. 
With just seconds remaining Khlifa found the net, but it was too little too late as Bordeaux deservedly secured all three 
points. 
 
Bastia marked their return to Ligue 1 with three points as they came from behind to beat Sochaux 3-2. Bastia went into the 
interval a goal down following Sloan Privat’s opener in the 13th minute. With an hour gone, Bastia hit back first as Anthony 
Modeste lobbed goalkeeper Pierrick Cros to level the scores. 15 minutes later and Bastia were at it again, this time Toifilou 
Maoulida headed home from close range to put the visitors ahead and just moments later he doubled his tally and Bastia’s 
lead with another well directed header. Sochaux were stunned but rallied together and on 89 minutes Thierry Doubai’s 
strike found the net gifting the home side a life line, but it was a dream start for Bastia as they held on to secure all three 
points.  
 Olympique Marseille started their season with a 1-0 at Reims. New manager Elie Baup was eager to secure three points at 
the first time of asking following their dreadful campaign last season. Reims put up a valiant fight on their return to Ligue 1 
but they could not break down a solid OM defence. The away side were never at their best, but Benoît Cheyrou provided 
the quality needed to secure all three points. The French midfielder burst into the Reims box, finding himself unmarked he 
unleashed an amazing curling volley which nestled in the back of the net, it was a cruel blow for a resilient Reims side.  
 
Yoann Gourcuff’s wonderful first half volley was enough to clinch all three points for Lyon as they faced a tough opening 
fixture at Rennes. Things were made easier for the away side as Jirès Kembo-Ekoko was shown a red card with 30 minutes 
gone for a high challenge on Lyon goalkeeper Rémy Vercoutre. Despite playing for more than an hour with ten men, 
Rennes’ defended miraculously, preventing Lyon from adding to their lead.  
 
A 94th minute goal from Yohan Mollo (pictured right) was enough for Nancy as they cruelly beat the valiant Brest. A Single 
goal was also enough for Ajaccio as they beat Nice. Eduardo found the net on 11 minutes before teammate Mehdi Mostefa 
was sent off just after the interval. Despite playing 45 minutes with ten men, the away side held on to take all three points.  
 
Newly promoted Troyes shot themselves in the foot as they were beaten 1-0 by Valenciennes courtesy of a Rincon own 
goal.  

 

Callum Dunn 
Twitter @CallumDunn 

Website - http://route1football.wordpress.com 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 10th August 
Montpellier 1-1 Toulouse 

 
Saturday 11th August 

Nancy 1-0 Brest 
Saint-Etienne 1-2 Lille 

Troyes 0-1 Valenciennes 
Evian TG 2-3 Bordeaux 

Sochaux 2-3 Bastia 
Nice 0-1 Ajaccio 
PSG 2-2 Lorient 

Rennes 0-1 Olympique Lyonnais 
 

Sunday 12th August 
Reims 0-1 Olympique Marseille 

 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Bordeaux 1 1 0 0 3 
2 Bastia 1 1 0 0 3 
3 Lille 1 1 0 0 3 
4 Ajaccio 1 1 0 0 3 
5 Olympique Lyonnais 1 0 0 0 3 
6 Olympique Marseille 1 0 0 0 3 
7 Nancy 1 0 0 0 3 
8 Valenciennes 1 0 0 0 3 
9 Lorient 1 0 1 0 1 

10 PSG 1 0 1 0 1 
11 Montpellier 1 0 1 0 1 
12 Toulouse 1 0 1 0 1 
13 Evian 1 0 0 1 0 
14 Sochaux 1 0 0 1 0 
15 Saint-Etienne 1 0 0 1 0 
16 Brest 1 0 0 1 0 
17 Nice 1 0 0 1 0 
18 Reims 1 0 0 1 0 
19 Rennes 1 0 0 1 0 
20 Troyes 1 0 0 1 0 

FIXTURES 
 

 Friday 17th August 
Lille vs. Nancy 

 
Saturday 18th August 

Lyon vs. Troyes 
Lorient vs. Montpeiller 

Bastia vs. Reims 
Brest vs. Evian TG 

Toulouse vs. Saint-Etienne 
Valenciennes vs. Nice 

 
Sunday 19th August 
Marseille vs. Sochaux 
Bordeuax vs. Rennes 

Ajaccio vs. PSG 
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SAME OLD STORY 

FOR PSV AT 

WAALWIJK 
In the opening game of the new 
Eredivisie season, Willem II were on 
track for victory before Anthony Lurling 
hit the back of the net in the 87th 
minute. After a goal-less first half, 
substitute Jens Podevijn gave Willem II 
the lead in front of their home crowd in 
the 79th minute, finishing off Virgil 
Misidjan's good lead-up work. But with 

three minutes to play, Breda's Sepp de Roover burst into the right-hand side of the penalty area before 
cutting the ball back to Lurling, who struck the ball into the roof of the net to salvage a draw. 
 

On Saturday, RKC Waalwijk shocked PSV Eindhoven to a 3-2 defeat at the Mandemakers Stadion. PSV 
grabbed the lead in the eighth minute after an embarrassing mistake by RKC defender Henrico Drost. His 
error allowed striker Jeremain Lens to stroll into the area before beating former PSV goalkeeper Jeroen 
Zoet. Another defensive error allowed the home side to equalise in the 12th minute when PSV's Wilfred 
Bouma inadvertently put Robert Braber's cross into the back of his own net. RKC went ahead five minutes 
before the break, Florian Jozefzoon's shot deflected into the path of Rodney Sneijder, whose perfectly-
placed strike made it 2-1. Sneijder struck again on 53rd minute and gave Waalwijk a 3-1 lead after sprinting 
onto Teddy Chevalier's pass. Substitute Tim Matavz gave PSV hope when he headed home Memphis 
Depay's cross but RKC held on to gain the first three points. 
 

Ten-man Roda JC also had to battle back from a goal down as they began their season with a 1-1 draw at 
home to newly-promoted PEC Zwolle. Joost Broerse put the visitors in front, heading home from Bart van 
Hintum's corner in the seventh minute. But Syria striker Sanharib Malki dashed their hopes of victory by 
converting from Mitchell Donald's pass into the box in the 58th minute. Donald was then dismissed for a 
second bookable offence following a tackle from behind. 
 

Bryan Linssen rescued a point for VVV-Venlo as they opened their campaign with a 1-1 draw against 
Heracles Almelo. Everton got hosts Heracles off to the perfect start when he fired home after being picked 
out in the area by Lerin Duarte in the 14th minute. Guus Joppen had to clear off the line to keep the deficit 
to just one goal and it proved crucial as Linssen sensationally lobbed Remko Pasveer a minute before the 
interval. 
 

In the first of Sunday’s games, Sekou Cisse's first-half strike gave Feyenoord a narrow 1-0 victory at FC 
Utrecht. The Côte d'Ivoire striker Cisse headed home in the 39th minute, with the goal standing despite a 
suspicion of offside in the build-up. Lex Immers saw his shot cleared off the line just after the interval by 
Mike van der Hoorn as Feyenoord continued to threaten while Ruben Schaken went through one on one 
but Utrecht keeper Robbin Ruiter made a fantastic save in injury time to keep the deficit to just one goal. 
 

Nacer Chadli and Dusan Tadic each bagged a brace as FC Twente began their season in blistering style with 
a 4-1 win over FC Groningen. Steve McClaren's men did not look back after Chadli fired into the top corner 
on the half-hour mark before the Belgian turned provider three minutes later for Tadic, who finished from 
close range. The two goalscorers combined again with Chadli striking low into the net nine minutes after 
the interval before Tadic sealed the rout with a vicious shot into the top corner in the 71st minute. And 
although Leandro Bacuna pulled a goal back for Groningen after Genero Zeefuik's cut back seven minutes 
from time, it was too little, too late. 
 

Jonathan Reis' 73rd-minute free-kick rescued a 2-2 draw for Vitesse at home to ADO Den Haag. Despite 
being the stronger team in a goalless first half, the hosts fell behind when Tjaronn Chery hammered home 
from 30 yards in the 53rd minute. The lead lasted less than a minute though as Wilfried Bony levelled 
matters from close range. The topsy-turvy nature of the encounter continued when Danny Holla finished in 
the area from Rydell Poepon's pass in the 57th minute but Reis guaranteed Vitesse a share of the spoils 
with his set-piece from just outside the area. 
 

Marco van Basten made a forgettable start to life as Heerenveen coach after they were beaten 2-0 at home 
to NEC Nijmegen. Melvin Platje opened the scoring in the 21st minute, the striker heading in off the 
underside of the crossbar following Navarone Foor's inch-perfect cross from the right wing. NEC then 
doubled their lead 14 minutes later when Pavel Cmovs evaded the offside trap to head Ryan Koolwijk's long 
ball over the top past Heerenveen keeper Kristoffer Nordfeldt. 
 

Kolbeinn Sigthorsson's 83rd-minute equaliser rescued a point for Eredivisie defending champions Ajax after 
they could only draw 2-2 with a spirited AZ Alkmaar side. They looked like they were well on their way to 
the perfect start to their campaign when Gregory van der Wiel's (pictured right) 25-yard strike rocketed 
past AZ keeper Esteban Alvarado but two goals in three minutes changed the complexion of the game. Jozy 
Altidore took the ball past defender Toby Alderweireld to go one on one with Ajax keeper Kenneth Vermeer 
before slotting home three minutes after the interval and AZ went ahead almost straight after when the 
American striker fired into the roof of the net. Stunned into action, Ajax had several chances to level but it 
was not until seven minutes from time that they managed to do so when Sigthorsson's wonderful bicycle 
kick from a Jody Lukoki cross ensured the point. 
 

Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 10th August 
Willem II 1-1 NAC Breda 

 
Saturday 11th August 
RKC Waalwijk 3-2 PSV 

Roda JC 1-1 PEC Zwolle 
Heracles 1-1 VVV-Venlo 

 
Sunday 12th August 

FC Utrecht 0-1 Feyenoord 
FC Twente 4-1 FC Groningen 
Vitesse 2-2 ADO Den Haag 

Heerenveen 0-2 NEC Nijmegen 
Ajax 2-2 AZ Alkmaar 

 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 FC Twente 1 1 0 0 3 
2 NEC 1 1 0 0 3 
3 RKC Waalwijk 1 1 0 0 3 
4 Feyenoord 1 1 0 0 3 
5 ADO Den Haag 1 0 1 0 1 
6 Ajax 1 0 1 0 1 
7 AZ Alkmaar 1 0 1 0 1 
8 Vitesse 1 0 1 0 1 
9 Heracles 1 0 1 0 1 

10 NAC Breda 1 0 1 0 1 
11 PEC Zwolle 1 0 1 0 1 

12 Roda JC 1 0 1 0 1 

13 VVV-Venlo 1 0 1 0 1 

14 Willem II 1 0 1 0 1 

15 PSV 1 0 0 1 0 

16 FC Utrecht 1 0 0 1 0 

17 Heerenveen 1 0 0 1 0 

18 Groningen 1 0 0 1 0 

FIXTURES 
 

 Saturday 18th August 
PSV vs. Roda JC 

NAC Breda vs. FC Twente 
PEC Zwolle vs. Vitesse 

VVV-Venlo vs. FC Utrecht 
Feyenoord vs. Heerenveen 

 

Sunday 19th August 
FC Groningen vs. Willem II 

ADO Den Haag vs. RKC Waalwijk 
AZ Alkmaar vs. Heracles 
NEC Nijmegen vs. Ajax 
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FIVE STAR 

PERFORMANCE 

FROM ZENIT 

After last weeks victory at the 
Luzhniki, Luciano Spalletti 
(pictured above) called on his 
men to continue the good start 
to the season that his team had 
made by beating Spartak at 
home. It took fifteen minutes 
for the champions to make the 
breakthrough. Viktor Faizulin 
won the ball on the halfway 
line and instantly played the 
ball to Maksim Kanunnikov in the left channel. Nico Pareja seemed to be ushering Kanunnikov away from 
goal until the young Russian forward let fly with his left foot going across Andriy Dikan into the far corner 
leaving the Ukranian helpless. It wasn’t until seven minutes into the second half that Zenit were able to 
double their lead. A marauding run from Domenico Criscito after intercepting a pass well in his own half, 
was finished with a through ball for Vladimir Bystrov who tucked it away easily. Unai Emery’s men were 
given a way back into the match when they were awarded a penalty on the hour for Tomáš Hubočan’s 
challenge from behind on Emmanuel Emenike. However, Diniyar Bilyaletdinov failed to beat Vyacheslav 
Malafeev who sprawled to his right to keep Zenit’s two goal lead. As often happens, Zenit extended their 
lead just a munite after the penalty save. Another one of Criscito’s forward runs this time down the left 
flank ended in a cross being met by Roman Shirokov who nipped just in front of Nico Pareja to make it 3-0. 
Things went from bad to worse on sixty-three minutes when Aiden McGeady was somewhat harshly sent 
off for a tackle in the centre circle. Spartak were all over the place at this point and Zenit capitalised once 
again when Faizulin’s run into the box wasn’t tracked and he was free at the back post to meet Igor 
Denisov’s cross. Shirokov got his second and Zenit’s fifth with two minutes left when he headed home the 
rebound from a thumping Sergei Semak effort that had come back off of the crossbar. 
 

Elsewhere on Saturday, Slaven Bilic’s Lokomotiv Moscow were held at home by Alaniya. Roman 
Pavlyuchenko gave the railroaders the lead after just three minutes but Alaniya soon hit back after Anton 
Grigoryev  was left unmarked in the box to head home on six minutes. After heavy pressure, Lokomotiv 
were back in front through Pavlyuchenko’s strike partner, the Brazilian Maicon who after setting up 
Pavlyuchenko for the first, saw the favour returned with some neat interplay which saw him cut in from the 
ft and place the ball past Dimitri Khomich. Tamas Priskin equalised to continue his good start to the season 
soon after. Bilic’s men kept going and eventually had the chance to win it when they were awarded a 
penalty deep into injury time in the second half. Yet Denis Glushakov failed to convert from the spot leaving 
Lokomotiv frustrated at dropping points. 
 

CSKA Moscow returned to winning ways after their last two defeats with a scrappy 1-0 win over Guus 
Hiddink’s Anzhi. The only goal came through Serbian winger Zoran Tosic on with fifteen minutes remaining. 
Anzhi failed to get back into the game but did finish the match with ten men when Kamil Agalarov was 
given a second yellow card with five minutes left. 
 

Kuban Krasnodar overcame local rivals Krasnodar on Friday, in what proved to be Dan Petrescu’s last game 
in charge. Despite an inconsistent start to the season, Petrescu’s resignation did seem to come as a shock 
yet with constantly being linked to vacant jobs in other countries, the Romanian clearly sees his future lying 
elsewhere. Aleksandre Amisulashvili gave Kuban a hand in taking the lead by putting through his own net 
just before half time. Aleksey Ionov doubled the lead on eighty-one minutes and seemed to have Kuban 
easing to victory. Yura Movsisyan did get one back for Krasnodar but it proved to be too little too late. 
 

Rubin Kazan continued their winning streak with a comfortable 2-0 win over Dinamo Moscow. Goals from 
Natcho and Roman Eremenko (pictured right) gave Kurban Berdyev’s men the three points. 
 

Krylya Sovetov made it two wins in a row with a away win at Rostov. Krylya took the lead on nineteen 
minutes through Luis Caballeros. Kornel Saláta equalised for Rostov ten minutes after the break getting on 
the end of Kalachev’s through ball. The winner came on fifty-nine minutes for Krylya Sovetov through a 
Dmitriy  Verkhovtsov header. 
 

Volga have now lost their last three games after losing away at Terek Grozny. The home side went in front 
after fifteen minutes through the first of two goals for Igor Lebedenko after he latched on to Maciej Rybus’ 
pass. It wasn’t until three minutes into injury time in the second half that Lebdenko got his second and 
confirmed the three points for the Chechnyan outfit. 
 

Amkar Perm and Mordovia Saransk played out the only goalless match of this week allowing both sides to 
continue their promising start to the season. 

 
Neal Doyle 

Twitter @NealDoyle34 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 10
th

 August 
Kuban Krasnodar 2-1 Krasnodar 

 

Saturday 11
th

 August 
Zenit St. Petersburg 5-0 Spartak Moscow 

Terek Grozny 2-0 Volga 
Lokomotiv Moscow 2-2 Alaniya 

 

Sunday 12
th

 August 
Amkar Perm 0-0 Rostov 
CSKA Moscow 1-0 Anzhi 

Rubin Kazan 2-0 Dinamo Moscow 
Rostov 1-2 Krylya Sovetov 

 

LEAGUE STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Zenit 4 4 0 0 12 
2 Rubin Kazan 4 3 0 1 9 
3 Spartak 4 3 0 1 9 
4 Lokomotiv 4 2 1 1 7 
5 Terek Grozny 4 2 1 1 7 
6 Krylya  4 2 1 1 7 
7 Anzhi 4 2 1 1 7 
8 Kuban’ Krasnodar 4 2 0 2 6 
9 CSKA 4 2 0 2 6 

10 Krasnodar 4 2 0 2 6 
11 Amkar Perm 4 1 1 2 4 

12 Mordovia 4 1 1 2 4 

13 Alaniya 4 1 1 2 4 

14 Volga 4 1 0 3 3 

15 Rostov 4 0 1 3 1 

16 Dinamo 4 0 0 4 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Friday 17
th

 August 
Spartak Moscow vs. Rubin Kazan 

Krasnodar vs. Rostov 
Volga vs. Lokomotiv Moscow 

 
Saturday 18th August 

Anzhi vs. Zenit 
Mordovia Saransk vs. CSKA Moscow 
Dinamo Moscow vs. Terek Grozny 

 
Sunday 19

th
 August 

Krylya Sovetov vs. Amkar Perm 
Alaniya vs. Kuban Krasnodar 
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SHAKHTAR AND 

DYNAMO: TIT FOR 

TAT 
The perennial powerhouses of 
Ukrainian football both continued their 
perfect starts and remained 
deadlocked at the top of the table after 
the fifth round of matches.  Shakthar 
Donetsk, the three time defending 
champions, have been in sizzling form 
as of late and easily dispatched Vorskla 
Poltava 4-1.  The Armenian midfielder 
Henrikh Mkhitaryan (pictured right) 
bagged a brace, and Marko Devic and 
Alex Teixeira each scored once for the 
‘Hirnyky,’ as the Donetsk side is known.  Shakhtar have won their first five matches while scoring 18 goals 
and conceding just 2, and are top of the table on goal difference.  Albanian striker Ahmed Januzi scored for 
Vorskla, who are third from bottom with just three points thus far. 
 

Though Dynamo have been keeping up the pace with their bitter rivals, their displays so far have been far 
from convincing.  In all but one of their fixtures, the game winning goal came after 80 minutes and they 
have been overly reliant on Nigerian striker Ideye Brown (pictured bottom right).  Head coach Yuri Syomin 
has not been in able to find an ideal formation incorporating all the team’s summer acqusitions.  But on 
Sunday night in Kiev, Dynamo finally seemed to find their groove.  Summer signing Niko Kranjcar scored 
twice, as did Brown, who leads the goalscoring charts, and Dynamo ran out 4-1 winners over Volyn Lutsk.  
Kranjcar has been one of the players visibly struggling, so for him it was a breakthrough performance.  
Nevertheless, he was the first man subbed off, so Syomin must still be considering his options.  The visitors 
dropped down to 8th place.       
 

Elsewhere, Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk replicated the performances of their more illustrious rivals, defeating 
cellar-dwellers Hoverla 4-1.  Dnipro, who are coached by Spanish manager Juande Ramos, have been in fine 
form and managed to remain just two points behind the leaders with and impressive victory at home. 
Ramos must be particularly pleased with the play of 22 year old striker Roman Zozulya, who scored twice 
for Dnipro.  Hoverla remain stuck at the foot of the table, and with zero points from five matches look set 
for a long season fighting to avoid the drop. 
 

Metalist Kharkiv, the side that has finished in third place behind Shakhtar and Dynamo for the past five 
seasons and are regular participants in European competition, surprisingly lost 1-0 at home to Arsenal Kiev. 
Metalist went down after just eleven minutes to a goal from Arsenal’s Oleksandr Kovpak and were never 
able to recover.  Myron Markevich’s side are now seven points off the pace, while Arsenal moved up to a 
tie for 7th after their second victory of the season.   
 

Tavriya Simferopol also registered their second win of the season with a narrow 1-0 win at home over 
Metalurh Zaporizhya in Friday’s only fixture.  Tavriya were far from convincing for most of the match, but a 
63rd minute strike from Ukrainian national team midfielder Serhiy Nazarenko was enough to give the 
Crimean side the three points and move them up to 11th in the table. 
 

Kryvbas continued their surprising start with a 1-0 victory on the road over Zorya of Luhansk.  Kryvbas, who 
were in disarray just before the beginning of the season and were widely regarded as relegation fodder, are 
instead tied for fourth place with three victories in their first five matches; their only dropped points have 
been narrow 1-0 losses to both Dynamo and Shahktar.  Zorya were never able to penetrate the goal of 
Kryvbas keeper Artem Shtanko, but still looked impressive in defeat.  They too, have been a surprise 
package in the early going, and are also tied for fourth place along with the visitors. 
 

Chornomorets and Karpaty played out the only draw of the fifth round.  The hosts took the lead after just 
three minutes of play but Karpaty equalized seven minutes later through Lucas.  The visitors from Lviv were 
the more energetic side for the remainder of the 90 minutes, but were unable to break the deadlock. 
 

To round things up, Metalurh Donetsk beat Illichivets Mariupol 1-0 on the road, their first victory of the 
season.  Metalurh, fresh off elimination from the Europa League, took the lead through Volovik in the 53rd 
minute and never relinquished it after that.  The season has thus far been a disappointing one for the 
second team in Donetsk, with just one point from the first four matches, but this result will be sure to lift 
their spirits.  
 

Vadim Furmanov 
Twitter @Passive_Offside 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 10th August 
Tavriya 1-0 Metalurg Zaporizhya 

 
Saturday 11th August 

Zorya 0-1 Kryvbas 
Dnipro 4-1 Hoverla-Zakarpattia 

Choronomorets 1-1 Karpaty 
 

Sunday 12th August 
Dynamo Kiev 4-1 Volyn 

Shakhtar Donetsk 4-1 Vorskla 
Metalist 0-1 Arsenal Kiev 

Illichivets 0-1 Metalurh Donetsk 
 

LEAGUE STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Shakhtar Donetsk 5 5 0 0 15 
2 Dynamo Kiev 5 5 0 0 15 
3 Dnipro 5 4 1 0 13 
4 Zorya 5 3 0 2 9 
5 Kryvbas 5 3 0 2 9 
6 Metalist 5 2 2 1 8 
7 Chornomorets 5 2 1 2 7 
8 Volyn 5 2 1 2 7 
9 Arsenal Kiev 5 2 1 2 7 

10 Illichivets 5 2 0 3 6 
11 Tavriya 5 2 0 3 6 

12 Karpaty 5 1 2 2 5 

13 Metalurh Donetsk 5 1 1 3 4 

14 Vorskla 5 1 0 4 3 

15 Metalurh Z 5 0 1 4 1 

16 Hoverla 5 0 0 0 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Friday 17th August 
Arsenal Kiev vs. Illichivets 

 
Saturday 18th August 

Hoverla-Zakarpattia vs. Metalist 
Kryvbas vs. Dnipro 

Vorskia vs. Dynamo Kiev 
Metalurh Donetsk vs. Tavriya 

 
Sunday 19th August 

Karpaty vs. Metalurg Zaporizhya 
Volyn vs. Zorya 

Choromorets vs. Shakhtar Donetsk 
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GIGLIOTTI FIRES 

LOS SABALEROS 

TO TOP OF THE 

LEAGUE 
Colón got the week’s action under 
way with a 1-0 win away to San 
Martín de San Juan on Friday to 
make it two wins from two.  After 
a dull first half, Emanuel Gigliotti 
well taken strike in the 75th 
minute gave Los Sabaleros a narrow win and confound San Martín to another loss.  Victory for Néstor 
Sensini’s men ensured they were the only club still with a 100% record and thus put them top of the pile 
after the second round of results. 
 
Later on Friday Newell’s, boosted by the news of Gabriel Heinze’s imminent arrival, got their first win of the 
campaign away to Lanús.  Mauricio Sperdutti’s early goal, owing largely to an intelligent dummy by Maxi 
Rodríguez, was enough to separate the sides and help Newell’s push to avoid relegation.  A worrying sign 
though will be Maxi’s withdrawal due to a knock to his left knee.  Lanús, who had Leandro Díaz sent off, 
remain pointless after two narrow losses. 
 
Boca, fresh from their mid-week Copa Argentina triumph over Racing, bounced back from last week’s 
defeat with a 2-0 victory against Tigre.  Second half goals from Pochi Chávez and Lucas Viatri – with a 
brilliant no-look rifled shot from the edge of the area – sealed the win after Juan Sánchez Miño’s entrance 
tipped the balance in favour of the Bosteros.  Despite having started brightly, Tigre can once again count 
themselves unlucky not to have got something out of the game and should take plenty of positives forward. 
 
River Plate also bounced back with 2-0 win away to Estudiantes on Saturday – their first victory against el 
Pincha since 2007!  A brace from the much-maligned Rogelio Funes Mori in the second half ensured that 
River got their first three points of the new season. 
 
In a profitable week for away sides, Racing quickly put behind them the Copa Argentina loss with a 2-0 win 
at Argentinos Juniors.  The combination of the magnificently bearded Diego Villar and Fernando Ortiz once 
again proved to be fruitful as the centre back headed home is second in two games.  Young prospect 
Ricardo Centurión wrapped the game up late on after good work by José Sand.  However, the game was 
somewhat marred by a horrible break to the left ankle of Argentinos Jnr forward José ‘Zlatan’ Fernández. 
 
A much improved Godoy Cruz snatched a 1-0 win away against Unión Santa Fe.  An early red card for Pablo 
Míguez put the home side on the back foot and el Tomba were able to take advantage, midfielder Alexis 
Castro netting his first since his move from Atlético Rafaela.  Godoy Cruz may have taken the three points 
but didn’t leave with all of their possessions after it was reported that someone had robbed some of their 
personal belongings from the changing rooms. 
 
Martín Cauteruccio added another to his brace against Boca but his goal wasn’t enough for Quilmes to beat 
a plucky All Boys side.  The Uruguayan was on hand to net his third of the campaign but a lovely late effort 
from Ángel Vildozo levelled the game, leaving both sides to share the spoils. 
 
Belgrano and San Lorenzo played out a 0-0 draw with the fear of losing seeming to underlie each team’s 
nervous approach.  The expulsion of Augusto Álvarez for two bookable offences just after the break saw 
San Lorenzo retreat further and even the introduction of Leandro Romagnoli with 15 minutes remaining 
was too little too late for El Ciclon. Worringly, Romagnoli injured his knee and the club will be hoping their 
playmaker makes a swift recovery in their bid to avoid the drop. 
 
Atlético Rafaela and Arsenal played out a goalless draw on Monday night. The less said about that the 
better. 
 
Independiente and Vélez finally wrapped up the week’s action with another Monday night 0-0 draw. 
Having been postponed from Saturday due to water-logged pitch, the rescheduled game lasted all of 16 
minutes before the flood lights went out, causing a further 45 minute delay while they tried to remedy the 
situation.  Once underway, an entertaining but error-strewn game saw both sides wasteful in front of goal.  
Vélez’s Francisco Cerro was harshly sent off for a second bookable offence but Independiente were unable 
to take advantage and have yet to score in the Inicial. 
 

Tom Robinson 
Twitter @TomRobbo89 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 10th August 
San Martín (SJ) 0-1 Colón 

Lanús 0-1 Newell’s Old Boys 
 

Saturday 11th August 
Belgrano 0-0 San Lorenzo 

Estudiantes 0-2 River Plate 
All Boys 1-1 Quilmes 

 
Sunday 12th August 

Argentinos Juniors 0-2 Racing Club 
Unión Santa Fe 0-1 Godoy Cruz 

Boca Juniors 2-0 Tigre 
 

Monday 13th August 
Atlético Rafaela 0-0 Arsenal 

Independiente 0-0 Vélez 
 

INICIAL STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Colon  2 2 0 0 6 
2 Quilmes  2 1 1 0 4 
3 Velez 2 1 1 0 4 
4 Racing Club  2 1 1 0 4 
5 Belgrano 2 1 1 0 4 
6 San Lorenzo 2 1 1 0 4 
7 Godoy Cruz 2 1 1 0 4 
8 Arsenal 2 1 1 0 4 
9 Newell’s Old Boys 2 1 1 0 4 

10 River Plate 2 1 0 1 3 
11 Boca Jnrs 2 1 0 1 3 

12 Estudiantes 2 1 0 1 3 

13 All Boys 2 0 2 0 2 

14 Atletico Rafaela  2 0 2 0 2 

15 Independiente 2 0 2 0 2 

16 San Martin (SJ) 2 0 0 2 0 

17 Lanus 2 0 0 2 0 

18 Union Santa Fe 2 0 0 2 0 

19 Tigre 2 0 0 2 0 

20 Argentinos Jnrs 2 0 0 2 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Friday 17th August 
Colón vs. Belgrano 

 
Saturday 18th August 

Racing Club vs. Independiente 
Boca Juniors vs. All Boys 

San Lorenzo vs. Estudiantes 
 

Sunday 19th August 
Godoy Cruz vs. Atlético Rafaela 

Vélez Sarsfield vs. Lanús  
Tigre vs. River Plate 

 
Monday 20

th
 August 

Quilmes vs. Unión Sante Fe 
Arsenal vs. Argentinos Juniors 

Newell’s Old Boys vs. San Martín (SJ) 
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ATLETICO 

MINEIRO STILL 

GOING STRONG 
League leaders Atletico Mineiro 
are now sitting pretty three points 
clear of second placed Fluminense 
with a game in hand after two 1-0 
home wins this week. Mineiro 
already pulled clear on Friday after 
defeating Coritiba before Sunday’s 
vital win over rivals Vasco da 
Gama. Former Manchester City 
striker Jo (pictured left celebrating 
with Ronaldinho) netted the 
game's only goal 20 minutes from 
the end to lift the leaders four 
points ahead of their opponents, 
who slipped to third spot following 
Fluminense's 1-0 triumph over 
fourth-bottom Palmeiras. 
 

In Flu’s game, Jean's 85th-minute strike proved decisive for the Rio de Janeiro club, putting them second in 
the table - although both they and Vasco have played a game more than Atletico.  They also won on Friday 
night defeating Sao Paulo 2-1 at Estádio Olímpico João Havelange. 
 
Before their pre-mentioned defeat to Mineiro, Vasco were victorious midweek away to the ten-men of 
Sport Recife, winning 2-0 thanks to goals from Juninho and Carlos Tenorio in the final quarter. Sport Recife's 
cause was not helped by the dismissal of Diego Ivo in the 78th minute. 
 
Hernan Barcos' brace helped Palmeiras collect only their third win in 15 games - 2-1 at Botafogo. 
Andrezinho had equalised for the seventh-spotted hosts just before the hour. 
 
Santos twice relinquished a lead against eighth-placed Cruzeiro before pulling away to triumph 4-2. First-
half strikes from Felipe Anderson and Victor Andrade were cancelled out by Borges and Marcos Ceara, but 
Durval put the home team ahead for the third time on the hour mark and Bill sealed matters 12 minutes 
from the end. Cruzeiro had substitute Jose Elber sent off in the final minute. 
 
Vagner Love's second-half double clinched a 2-0 victory for Flamengo at bottom-of-the-table Figueirense in 
a match which saw both sides finish with ten men. Figueirense defender Anderson Conceicao was first to 
get his marching orders in the 35th minute and Flamengo right-back Leo Moura also saw red ten minutes 
later. 
 
Paulinho's goal 12 minutes from time earned Corinthians a 1-1 home draw against second-bottom Atletico 
Goianiense, Ricardo Bueno having put the visitors ahead 11 minutes into the second half. 
 
Fluminense gained a 2-1 home success against seventh-spotted Sao Paulo. Euzebio put the hosts ahead in 
the 36th minute and, although Cicero equalised on the stroke of half-time, Fred's strike six minutes after 
the interval ensured the points remained in Rio de Janeiro. 
 

In the remainder of the weekend’s games, 
Gremio left it late to claim a 2-1 come-from-
behind victory at Sao Paulo, Andre Lima 
grabbing a last-minute winner after Werley 
had cancelled out Cicero's opener. 
 

Mike also netted in the final minute as fifth-
placed Internacional fought from a goal 
down to defeat Ponte Preta 2-1, Cicinho 
having put the away team ahead five 
minutes before the interval only for Jaja to 
restore parity on the hour. 

 

Romarinho's (pictured above) last-gasp winner completed a dramatic 2-1 win for Corinthians at Coritiba. 
Everton had put the hosts ahead on the stroke of half-time but Paulinho equalised midway through the 
second half before Romarinho had the final word. 
 

Finally, Bruno Mineiro's 39th-minute equaliser earned Portuguesa a 1-1 home draw against Botafogo, who 
had taken a 19th-minute lead through Elkeson (pictured right). 
 

Will Burns 
 Twitter @WillBurns6 

RESULTS 
 

Wednesday 8th August 
Internacional 0-0 Nautico 

Sport Recife 0-2 Vasco da Gama 
 

 Thursday 9th August 
Corinthians 1-1 Atletico-GO 

Bahia 0-0 Portuguesa 
Botafogo 1-2 Palmeiras 

Santos 4-2 Cruzeiro 
Figueirense 0-2 Flamengo 

 

Friday 10th August 
Atletico Mineiro 1-0 Coritiba 

Fluminense 2-1 Sao Paulo 
Ponte Preta 0-0 Gremio 

 

Saturday 11th August 
Santos 2-2 Atletico-GO 

Sport Recife 0-1 Figueirense 
Bahia 0-1 Cruzeiro 

 

Sunday 12th August 
Flamengo 2-0 Nautico 
Sao Paulo 1-2 Gremio 

Internacional 2-1 Ponte Preta 
Atletico Mineiro 1-0 Vasco da Gama 

Coritiba 1-2 Corinthians 
Fluminense 1-0 Palmeiras 
Portuguesa 1-1 Botafogo 

 

SÉRIE A STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Atletico-MG 15 12 2 1 38 
2 Fluminense 16 10 5 1 35 
3 Vasco 16 10 4 2 34 
4 Gremio 16 10 1 5 31 
5 Internacional 16 8 6 2 30 
6 Cruzeiro 16 8 2 6 26 
7 Sao Paulo 16 8 1 7 25 
8 Botafogo 16 7 3 6 24 
9 Flamengo 15 6 4 5 22 

10 Corinthians 16 5 6 5 21 
11 Ponte Preta 16 5 5 6 20 
12 Portuguesa 16 4 6 6 18 
13 Nautico 16 5 2 9 17 
14 Santos 16 3 8 5 17 
15 Coritiba 16 4 3 9 15 
16 Sport Recife 16 3 5 8 14 
17 Palmeiras 16 3 4 9 13 
18 Bahia 16 2 7 7 13 
19 Figueirense 16 2 5 9 11 
20 Atletico-GO 16 2 5 9 11 
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TABLE-TOPPING 

TOLUCA TRIUMPH 
Toluca maintained their 100% record 
to remain top of the Apertura after 
week four. Victory at Pumas UNAM 
gave them victory, whilst newcomers 
Club Leon stunned Liga MX 
champions Santos with an impressive 
win which boosted them to second 
place. Chiapas remain bottom after 
slipping to their fourth successive 
defeat, whilst a win for Cruz Azul 
lifted them into fourth. 
 
Victory at Pumas UNAM’s Estadio 
Olimpico Universitaro means Toluca 

stay in top spot after week four as they gained another three points this weekend. Juan Carlos Cacho 
opened the scoring in the 12th minute but Luis García levelled matters just before half time with a close 
range effort. Los Choriceros secured the points just before the hour as Gerardo Rodríguez converted from 
the spot to send the home fans into raptures. 
 
Club Leon also extended their impressive start to the new campaign as they stormed to victory over current 
Mexican champions Santos Laguna. Juan Ignacio González’s early goal gave the home side the lead at the 
break and with 15 minutes to go Sebastián Maz doubled their lead. Showing good strength to hold off the 
defender his left foot strike found the bottom right hand corner. Carlos Pena wrapped things up with just 
five minutes to go as he was left unmarked from a corner to head home and leave his side second in the 
division.    
  
UANL Tigres would have expected easy pickings as second bottom side Queretaro visited the Estadio 
Universitario and things started well as Lucas Lobos took his personal tally to three for the season, netting 
the first of the game for the host’s. Carlos Bueno and then Emanuel Tapia failed to read the scipt and 
stunned the home crowd as their respective efforts put the visitors into a shock lead. However, their joy 
was short-lived as Tigres midfielder Anselmo Juninho’s 25 yard rocket found the top corner to give both 
sides a share of the spoils. 
 
Cruz Azul climbed to fifth with three hard-earned points at Puebla, Mariano Pavone grabbing the only goal 
of the game in the final 10 minutes. Puebla, with only a point to their name so far made the game harder 
for themselves as Jesus Chavez was dismissed after half an hour. That handed the advantage to the visitors 
and it was Pavone who notched the winner, the ageing striker reacting quickest to tap home from 3 yards 
out and snatch the points for his team. 
 
Tijuana missed the chance to move into second spot, as Fidel Martinez’s late red card allowed Pachuca to 
earn a point late on. Los Rojinegros had taken the lead through Pablo Aguilar, who beat the offside trap to 
head home at the far post, only for Felix Borja to draw the team’s level on the hour. Fernando Arce thought 
he had made himself the hero when he restored Tijuana’s advantage just past the hour, however after 
Martinez was given his marching orders it was left to Neri Castillo to rescue Hugo Sanchez’s side with a left 
foot half-volley which found the top corner. 
 
Atlas and America also shared the points  at Estadio Azteca with Hugo Rodríguez and Rubens Sambueza the 
scorers. Rodriguez was first to strike, finding the net after making space to nod home at the far post just 
before half time. It was Sambueza though, who made the final impact, catching a sweet half-volley from 25 
yards which whistled past Miguel Pinto to pull his side level and with just 15 minutes left on the clock. 
 
Esteban Paredes’ double was enough to secure a win for Atlante at bottom side Chiapas, who are still yet to 
register a point this season. Paredes notched his first just short of the hour mark as he beat the en-rushing 
keeper to the ball to poke into an empty net. His strike was cancelled out by Luis Gabriel Rey with just over 
10 minutes to play when he deflected a shot into the net as Jaguares looked set to open their account. 
Paredes though, had other ideas as he scored again to seal his side’s first victory of the season, placing his 
volley into the bottom right hand corner. 
 
Guadalajara went a man and a goal down against Morelia, but battled back to earn a point at Estadio 
Omnilife. Mauricio Romero had given the visitors a first half advantage when he headed home from a 
corner. Guadalajara had their job made even harder after 70 minutes as Rafael Marquez was given 
dismissed but they battled through the adversity and Xavier Baez rescued a late point when he flicked a 
cross from the left into the top right hand corner. 
 
San Luis and Monterrey ended a goal apiece as both teams picked up a point this weekend. Humberto 
Suazo showed his class as he opened the scoring. A fluid team move ended at the feet of the Mexican who 
made no mistake from 18 yards, finding the bottom right hand corner in some style. The home side came 
back into the game and drew level just after the break, Luis Rodriguez bundling home a low centre from the 
left. Monterrey had Cesar Delgado sent off after the hour but neither side could find the winning goal as 
both went home with a point. 

Paul Abrahams 
Twitter @Abes89 

 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 11th August 
Jaguares 1-2 Atlante 

Club Leon 3-0 Santos Laguna 
 

Sunday 12th August 
America 1-1 Atlas 

Pachuca 2-2 Tijuana 
Tigres UANL 2-2 Queretaro 

San Luis 1-1 Monterrey 
Pumas UNAM 1-2 Toluca 

Puebla 0-1 Cruz Azul 
 

Monday 13th August 
Guadalajara 1-1 Morelia 

 

STANDINGS 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Toluca 4 4 0 0 12 
2 Club Leon 4 3 1 0 10 
3 UANL Tigres 4 2 2 0 8 
4 Cruz Azul 4 2 2 1 8 
5 Santos Laguna 4 2 1 1 7 
6 Tijuana 4 2 1 1 7 
7 Atlas 4 1 3 0 6 
8 America 4 1 3 0 6 
9 Morelia 4 1 3 0 6 

10 Atlante 4 1 2 1 5 
11 Monterrey 4 1 2 1 5 

12 Pachuca 4 1 2 1 5 

13 Pumas UNAM 4 1 1 2 4 

14 San Luis Potosi 4 0 2 2 2 

15 Guadalajara 4 0 2 3 2 

16 Puebla 4 0 1 3 1 

17 Queretaro 4 0 1 3 1 

18 Chiapas 4 0 0 4 0 

FIXTURES 
 

Friday 17th August 
Tijuana vs. Tigres UANL 

 
Saturday 18th August 

Morelia vs. Puebla 
Cruz Azul vs. Club Leon 
Queretaro vs. America 

 
Sunday 19th August 

Santos Laguna vs. Pumas UNAM 
Monterrey vs. Atlante 

San Luis vs. Guadalajara 
Atlas vs. Jaguares 

Toluca vs. Pachuca 
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RED BULLS 

GAIN 

REVENGE 

ON THE 

DYNAMOS 
Yet another exciting 

week in the MLS, which 

saw Houston concede 

top spot in the Eastern 

Conference to Sporting 

Kansas City and slip to 

third place, 

Earthquakes stretch 

their lead in the Western Conference and Toronto and Portland remain rock bottom of both divisions for 

yet another week. 

 

After suffering a 2-0 defeat to Houston last week, Red Bulls were seeking revenge and that is what they got. 

Goals from Markus Holgersson and Jan Gunnar Solli (pictured above scoring) handed them a 2-0 victory and 

sent them top of the Eastern Conference until Kansas played. 

 

Vancouver Whitecaps moved level on points with Seattle Sounders, after they beat Real Salt Lake 2-1 at BC 

Place. Camilo Sanvezzo gave the home side the lead in the 57th minute, the lead was then extended by 

Dane Richard’s curling effort. Nat Borcher’s grabbed a late consolation for Salt Lake and it finished 2-1. 

 

Sporting Kansas overtook Red Bulls as league leaders, as they defeated D.C United 2-1. Teal Bunbury 

opened the scoring in the 13th minute, getting on the end of Graham Zusi’s corner. Nick DeLeon then 

equalised for United ten minutes later, before Graham Zusi netted the winner for Kansas in the 66th minute. 

 

It was a five-goal thriller at FC Dallas stadium, with FC Dallas emerging victorious with a 3-2 win over 

Colorado Rapids. It was Rapids who took the lead, courtesy of Jaime Castrillon, who slotted his chance away 

from Brian Mullan’s cutback. Dallas responded and levelled the score in the 40th minute, Fabian Castillo 

with the strike from outside the box. Then soon after, Dallas were in-front, Jair Benitez stunning free-kick 

edging Dallas into the lead. Just after half-time the lead was increased by David Ferreira, who smashed 

home from close range. Jeff Larentowicz drove a free-kick off the post for Colorado’s second goal, but they 

couldn’t find an equaliser and Dallas grabbed the three points. 

 

San Jose took their points tally to 47 for the season and went seven points clear of Real Salt Lake after they 

ran out 2-1 winners against Seattle Sounders. The first goal of the game didn’t come until the 70th minute, 

when Simon Dawkins struck for Earthquakes. Late drama followed in stoppage time, Sounders looked to 

have snatched a point when Fredy Montero headed the equaliser. But San Jose with their never say die, 

found a winner in the dying moments, who else but Steven Lenhart heading home the winning goal. 

 

Montreal Impact recorded their tenth win of the season against New England Revolution. The man they 

had to thank for the win was Sonna Nyassi, who scored a stunning solo goal, where he skipped past a 

couple of Revs players and unleashed a magnificent shot towards the top corner, earning Impact a narrow 

win. 

 

Chicago Fire continued their climb of the Eastern Conference, coming from 1-0 down to win 3-1 against 

Philadelphia Union. Jalil Anibaba threatened for there to be an upset on the cards, when he opened the 

scoring in the 33rd minute. Chicago hit back though and a brace from Chris Rolfe and one from Arne 

Friedrich, moved Fire up to fourth place. 

 

LA Galaxy ensured they stay on course for a place in the play-offs, with a 4-0 thrashing of Chivas USA. 

Robbie Keane opened the scoring with a left-footed finish, assisted by Landon Donovan. Juninho then made 

his mark on the game, scoring twice, the first a beautifully placed effort from outside the box and the 

second a side-footed volley from close range. The rout was then completed in the 83rd minute, when Omar 

Gonzalez headed the ball from Donovan’s corner into the net, his first goal since returning from injury. 

 
Josh Lawless 

Twitter @BackOfTheNetJL 
Website - www.backofthenetfootball.webs.com 

RESULTS 
 

Saturday 11th August 
New York Red Bulls 2-0 Houston Dynamo 

 
Sunday 12th August 

Vancouver Whitecaps 2-1 Real Salt Lake 
Sporting Kansas City 2-1 DC United 

FC Dallas 3-2-Colorado Rapids 
San Jose Earthquakes 2-1 Seattle Sounders 

 
Monday 13th August 

New England Revolution 0-1 Montreal Impact 
Philadelphia Union 1-3 Chicago Fire 

Chivas USA 0-4 LA Galaxy 
 

TABLES 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Sporting KC 24 13 7 4 43 
2 NY Red Bulls 24 12 5 7 41 
3 Houston 24 11 7 6 40 
4 Chicago Fire 23 11 5 7 38 
5 D.C United 22 8 3 11 35 
6 Montreal 26 10 3 13 30 
7 Columbus 20 8 4 8 28 
8 New England 23 6 5 12 23 
9 Philadelphia 21 7 2 12 23 

10 Toronto FC 22 5 4 13 19 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 San Jose 24 14 5 5 47 

2 Real Salt Lake 25 13 3 9 42 

3 Seattle 23 10 7 6 37 

4 Vancouver 24 10 7 7 37 

5 LA Galaxy 25 11 3 11 36 

6    FC Dallas 25 6 8 11 26 

7 Chivas USA 21 7 5 9 26 

8 Colorado 24 8 1 15 25 

9 Timbers 22 5 5 12 20 

FIXTURES 
 

Thursday 16th August 
Columbus Crew vs. LA Galaxy 

Toronto FC vs. Portland Timbers 
Vancouver Whitecaps vs. FC Dallas 

 
Saturday 18th August 

Seattle Sounders vs. Vancouver Whitecaps 
Toronto FC vs. Sporting Kansas City 

 
Sunday 19th August 

Montreal Impact vs. San Jose Earthquakes 
Chicago Fire vs. New England Revolution 

Real Salt Lake vs. FC Dallas 
Colorado Rapids vs. Chivas USA 

DC United vs. Philadelphia Union 
 

Monday 20th August 
New York Red Bulls vs. Portland Timbers 

Houston Dynamo vs. Columbus Crew 
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FEW SHOCKS IN 

OPENING ROUND 
The South African top-flight’s opening round 
of fixtures saw a number of unsurprising 
results but  entertaining games, the pick of 
the bunch being Black Leopards’ 3-2 win over 
Bloemfontein Celtic on Saturday. 
 

Although both sides are expected to settle for 
anonymous mid-table finishes this season, 
they cooked up a thrilling contest that saw 
five goals, a penalty, an own goal and two red 
cards. With home support behind them, Black 
Leopards opened the scoring in the 20th 
minute through Brian Amidu, and doubled 
their advantage shortly after half-time when 
midfielder Thomas Madimba (pictured right) 
kept his cool when put through one-on-one. 
 

2-0 up, with just 20 minutes remaining, the result looked a foregone conclusion – that was until Leopards’ 
Congolese midfielder Djunga Munganga needlessly launched an ugly studs-up challenge on Letladi 
Madubanya, earning himself a straight red card. To say Celtic quickly took advantage of their extra man 
would be an understatement: within 6 minutes of Munganga’s dismissal they had pulled one back –  
Leopards defender Siphamanda Sithole the scorer of a comical own goal as a team-mate’s clearance 
rebounded off him and into the net – and before another 60 seconds had elapsed the visitors were level. 
 

Letladi Madubanya’s close-range equalizer put Celtic firmly in control, with his side now on top against a 
demoralized and numerically-disadvantaged Leopards side. However, Celtic defender Dominic Isaacs then 
decided to take it upon himself to haul Madimba to the ground in an ill-advised challenge that gave the 
hosts the chance to re-take the lead from the spot. Leopards’ Rodney Ramagalela duly obliged – 3-2.  
Incredibly, Celtic indulged in further stupidity in stoppage time, John Arwuah being dismissed for a reckless 
tackle that did little to help his team in their search for a late equalizer.  
 

The opening night of fixtures saw title-chasing SuperSport United held to a draw by Ajax Cape Town, while 
2011-12 champions Orlando Pirates opened their account with a 2-1 win over minnows Golden Arrows.  
Despite a shaky start, SuperSport took the lead at Ajax when 37-year-old forward Sibusiso Zuma 
embarrassed the hosts’ equally-experienced goalkeeper Sander Westerveld, lobbing the former Liverpool 
custodian from almost 40 yards. However, Ajax rallied and denied Gavin Hunt’s men the three points when 
ex-Maccabi Haifa striker Terror Fanteni levelled late on. 
 

Golden Arrows had taken a shock lead at the Orlando Stadium thanks to PSL debutant Bongi Ntuli’s early 
strike, but Pirates’ Peruvian coach Augusto Palacios turned to the bench in order to rescue the game – with 
his inspired substitutions leading to both players introduced scoring, Thulasizwe Mbuyane equalizing in 
first-half injury-time before Tlou Segolela grabbed the points in style with a 40-yard thunderbolt on 78 
minutes. Despite the win Palacios has demanded improvement from his side, moaning: “We began very 
complacent[ly] and we allowed our opponents more space to play – then they scored.” 
 

New signing Aaron Mokoena failed to inspire Wits University to an opening day win away to Free State 
Stars, with South Africa’s most-capped player and his new team-mates suffering a 2-0 defeat. Stars scored 
both of their goals before half-time and could even have extended their lead further in a dominant display.  
 

Elsewhere, Kaizer Chiefs sent a warning to their title rivals with an emphatic 6-0 win at AmaZulu – a team 
that just three weeks ago restricted English giants Manchester United to a narrow 1-0 victory. Chiefs’ 
former FC Twente forward Bernard Parker (pictured right) scored four times, including a 15-minute second-
half hat-trick, while Kingston Nkatha and Siyabonga Nkosi were also on target. Incredibly, Parker’s four-goal 
haul in the first game of the 2012-13 campaign surpassed his tally in the whole of last season.  
 

Newly-promoted Chippa United were unlucky to lose 1-0 to Mamelodi Sundowns - especially as Chippa 
were without all of their foriegn players, who were inelegible due to paperwork issues. In Sunday’s fixtures, 
top-flight newcomers University of Pretoria were only denied a win in their first-ever PSL game by a last-
minute equalizer from Maritzburg United’s Mario Booysen, while Platinum Stars recorded a 3-1 victory over 
last season’s runners-up Moroka Swallows. 

 

Dan Rawley 
Twitter @EFCTUFC 

 

Please see Dan Rawley’s special preview of the 2012/13 South African Premier Soccer League season at 
www.WORLDFOOTBALLWEEKLY.wordpress.com 

RESULTS 
 

Friday 10th August 
Ajax Cape Town 1-1 SuperSport United 

Orlando Pirates 2-1 Golden Arrows 
 

Saturday 11th August 
Black Leopards 3-2 Bloemfontein Celtic 

Free State Stars 2-0 Wits University 
AmaZulu 0-6 Kaizer Chiefs 

Mamelodi Sundowns 1-0 Chippa United 
 

Sunday 12th August 
Platinum Stars 3-1 Moroka Swallows 

Pretoria University 1-1 Maritzburg United 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
 TEAM P W D L PTS 

1 Kaizer Chiefs 1 1 0 0 3 
2 Platinum Stars 1 1 0 0 3 
3 Free State Stars 1 1 0 0 3 
4 Black Leopards 1 1 0 0 3 
5 Orlando Pirates 1 1 0 0 3 
6 Mamelodi Sundowns 1 1 0 0 3 
7 Ajax Cape Town 1 0 1 0 1 
8 SuperSport United 1 0 1 0 1 
9 Pretoria University 1 0 1    0 1 

10 Maritzburg United 1 0 1 0 1 
11 Chippa United 1 0 0 1 0 
12 Golden Arrows 1 0 0 1 0 
13 Bloemfontein Celtic 1 0 0 1 0 
14 Wits University 1 0 0 1 0 
15 Moroka Swallows 1 0 0 1 0 
16 AmaZulu 1 0 0 1 0 

FIXTURES 
 

 Tuesday 21st August 
Maritzburg United vs. AmaZulu 

Chippa United vs. Free State Stars 
 

Wednesday 22nd August 
Wits University vs. Black Leopards 

Bloemfontein Celtic vs. Platinum Stars 
Golden Arrows vs. Pretoria University 
Kaizer Chiefs vs. Mamelodi Sundowns 
Moroka Swallows vs. Ajax Cape Town 
SuperSport United vs. Orlando Pirates 
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MOURA 

MONEY, NO 

PROBLEMS FROM 

PSG 
 

Paris Saint-Germain have further 

flexed their financial muscles this 

week and beaten Manchester 

United to the signing of Brazilian 

teenager Lucas Moura. 
 

The Sao Paulo attacking midfielder has signed a four 

year deal with the Parisian outfit, and will join up 

with the squad in January 2013 after finishing the 

current campaign in Brazil. 
 

The fee is reported to be €45M, pushing Moura into 

the top 10 transfers of all-time list, and making him 

the youngest player on that list by a distance.  The 

19 year old had also been attracting attention from 

Inter Milan; however the offer to join the PSG 

revolution has proved hard to turn down. 
 

The club has been criticised widely for the large 

amounts spent on new players, with Zlatan 

Ibrahimović, Thiago Silva and Ezequiel Lavezzi joining 

the club and taking the new Qatari owners’ spending 

above £200M in just over a year.  With UEFA’s new 

financial fair play rules soon to come into effect the 

amounts being thrown around in Paris are simply 

untouchable by the majority of Europe’s top clubs. 
 

Manchester United boss Sir Alex Ferguson 

commented that he found it “quite amazing that a 

club can pay €45M for a 19-year-old boy," and he 

believes UEFA need to act on the matter.  Ferguson, 

of course, has spent huge sums of money in the past, 

most notably on Rio Ferdinand, Juan Sebastian 

Veron and Wayne Rooney, but may well have seen 

the light last season when the mega-rich “noisy 

neighbours” stormed to their first Premier League 

title on the last day, at the expense of Ferguson’s 

side. 
 

Moura made his debut for Sao Paulo just 2 years 

ago, making 25 appearances in the Campeonato 

Brasileiro.  He made a good impression, providing 4 

assists and scoring 4 goals of his own.  He went on to 

become a regular starter in his second year with the 

first team – notching 13 in 28 appearances, and 

adding another 8 assists. 

 

Despite his relative inexperience, he has made 

his mark on the international stage already – 

claiming a hat-trick in the Under-20 South 

American Championship Final and going on to 

make his full Brazil debut against Scotland in 

March 2011.  In September he grabbed his first 

senior goal in a game against bitter rivals 

Argentina.  He will be left disappointed with a 

Silver Medal from London 2012 but he has 

played a tremendous part in the Brazilian team’s 

quest for Olympic glory, and cemented his place 

in a squad which now sets its sights on a home 

World Cup in 2014. 

 

Sir Alex Ferguson has been left frustrated in 

this summer’s transfer market, after finding 

himself outbid for yet another big name.  He 

had hoped the young Brazilian’s creative 

abilities might be the key to reclaiming the title 

from city rivals Man City.  Having been outbid 

for Eden Hazard and now Moura, and with so 

far failed attempts to bring Robin van Persie 

and Luca Modric to Old Trafford, Ferguson 

knows time is running out to strengthen his 

aging squad. 

 

Meanwhile, Paris St Germain started the 

season without Moura on Saturday night, 

claiming a 2-2 draw with Lorient – both PSG’s 

goals coming from new star man Ibrahimović. 

 

 Will Burns 
Twitter @WillBurns6 
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The Barclays Premier League kicks off this Saturday 18th August, here is Andy Powell in his debut with our team-by-team 
preview... 
    

 

ARSENAL  
INS: Santi Cazorla (Malaga), Olivier Giroud (Montpellier), Lukas Podolski (Cologne)  
OUTS: Gavin Hoyte (Dagenham), Manuel Almunia (released), Joel Campbell (Real Betis), 
Denilson (Sao Paulo), Benik Afobe (Bolton)  
 

Arsenal started the 11/12 season very poorly by their usual high standards, 
including an 8-2 defeat by bitter rivals Manchester United. However they 
regrouped and finished the season strongly, ending in third spot with talisman 
Robin van Persie finishing the league’s top scorer. Unfortunately for Arsenal 
fans they continued their barren spell of silverware, extending this to more 
than seven years. Expectations for the coming season with Arsenal are always 
going to be high, with the supporters demanding a trophy. They appear to 
have dispensed with their usual transfer policy in search of this, signing up 
experienced strikers Lukas Podolski and Olivier Giroud (pictured left) rather 
than up and coming starlets. However they have been rocked by the 
announcement by last season’s leading scorer, Robin van Persie, that he will 
not be extending his contract beyond this season. Arsenal fans must be hoping 
that manager Arsene Wenger can work his magic and persuade him to stay to 
aid their quest to win a trophy. 

  

ASTON VILLA CHELSEA 
INS: Ron Vlaar (Feyenoord), Matthew Lowton (Sheffield United), Karim El Ahmadi 
(Feyenoord), Brett Holman (AZ Alkmaar)  
OUTS: Carlos Cuellar (Sunderland), Emile Heskey (released), James Collins (West Ham)  
 

Villa started the 2011/12 season with a new manager, and the fans hoping 
to compete at the top end of the table, although a hardcore section of fans 
bitterly despised the new appointment, for arch-rivals Birmingham City.  
They finished it 2 points above relegation, in 16th position, breaking several 
records in the process, not one of them in the right direction.  The season 
was marred with the tragedy news that club captain Stilian Petrov had been 
diagnosed with leukaemia, and sat the last run of games watching Aston 
Villa struggle.  Throughout the season Villa fans grew more disillusioned with 
the management, and come the end of the season, they had their wish, 
manager Alex McLiesh was sacked.  New manager Paul Lambert from 
Norwich has set about rebuilding their squad, and all Aston Villa fans must 
be thinking their season cannot be as bad as last… with signings such as Ron 
Vlaar and Karim El Ahmadi, they surely will. 

INS: Oscar (Internacional), Eden Hazard (Lille), Marko Marin (Werder Bremen)  
OUTS: Didier Drogba (Shanghai Shenhua), Jacob Mellis (Barnsley), Salomon Kalou (Lille), 
Jose Bosingwa (released), Thibaut Courtois (Atletico Madrid), Romelu Lukaku (West 
Bromwich Albion) 
 

Chelsea’s 11/12 season was a mixed bag.  They started pretty slowly under 
then manager Andre Villa-Boas and things didn’t really improve from there.  A 
low league position, and differing moral within the squad, and Villa-Boas paid 
the ultimate price and was replaced as manager in March by assistant Roberto 
Di Matteo.  Di Matteo changed the mentality of how they played and promptly 
went on an unbeaten run at the end of the season which saw them finish 6th 
winning the FA cup and the ultimate prize, the UEFA Champions League.  If all 
this was not enough, club captain John Terry was embroiled in a racism row 
which dragged on from November all the way into the summer months.  
Chelsea has added several stars to their team this season, including the 
capture of Eden Hazard from Lille.  With this revamped squad, Chelsea will 
hope to finish in a higher position than last season, and retain the Champions 
League trophy. 

  

EVERTON FULHAM 

INS: Steven Pienaar (Tottenham), Steven Naismith (Rangers)  
OUTS: Adam Forshaw (Brentford), James Wallace (Tranmere), Joao Silva (Levski Sofia), 
James McFadden (released), Marcus Hahnemann (released), Joseph Yobo (Fenerbahce)  
 

The 2011/2012 season started a week late for Everton due to rioting taking 
place in London.  They started the season rather slowly, only picking up 10 
points from their first 10 games, however they picked their form after 
Christmas, and together with influential January signing Nikica Jelavic, went 
on a fantastic run of games, where they finished ahead of city rivals 
Liverpool, in seventh position, although outside of the European spots.  
Everton under David Moyes are always a tough opposition however with no 
new players other than Steven Naismith and permanently signing Steven 
Pienaar who they had on loan last season, could find it difficult to match last 
season’s performance. 

INS: Hugo Rodallega (Wigan), Mladen Petric (Hamburg), George Williams (MK Dons), 
Sascha Riether (Cologne)  
OUTS: Dickson Etuhu (Blackburn), Marcel Gecov (AA Gent), Andrew Johnson (QPR), Danny 
Murphy (Blackburn), Pavel Pogrebnyak (Reading), Bjorn Helge Riise (released), Orlando Sa 
(released) 
 

Fulham started the season competing in four competitions, the Premier 
League, League cup, FA cup and the Europa League, and because of which 
struggled to win a game until October where they trouced London Neighbour 
QPR 6-0.  An indifferent season followed where they won as much as they lost, 
mostly as top scorer Clint Dempsey hit form at the correct times.  They were 
knocked out of all competitions at relatively early stages, however finishing the 
Premier League in 9th position.  The season to follow looks interesting with 
signing players such as Hugo Rodellega from Wigan, however constant 
rumours link Dempsey to Liverpool.  Top Half would be a good achievement. 
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LIVERPOOL  

 

INS: Fabio Borini (Roma), Joe Allen (Swansea) 
OUTS: Alberto Aquilani (Fiorentina), Dirk Kuyt (Fenerbahçe), Fabio Aurelio (Gremio), 
David Amoo (Preston North End), Stephen Darby (Bradford), Maxi Rodriguez (Newell's 
Old Boys), Craig Bellamy (Cardiff) 
 

The 11/12 campaign was a season of mixed emotions for Liverpool fans.  
They went to the final of both domestic cup competitions, winning the 
Carling Cup and finishing runners up in the FA Cup; it was their Premier 
League campaign that let them down, finishing in eighth – one place below 
city rivals Everton and their joint worst performance in Premier League 
history.  This was all despite the return of King Kenny as manager, and the 
addition what is rumoured to be £65M pounds worth of talent.  Due to their 
poor league form, manager Kenny Dalglish was sacked at the end of the 
season, replaced by Swansea manager Brendon Rodgers (pictured right), 
promising a new style of football.  New signing Fabio Borini signed for 
£10.5M fits into Rodgers mould, coaching him at both Chelsea and Swansea.  
This season Rodgers could be the key to unlock some stellar performances 
from some of their underperforming players from last season, which he 
must of could face the same fate as his predecessor. 
  

 

MANCHESTER CITY 
INS: Jack Rodwell (Everton) 
OUTS: Greg Cunningham (Bristol City), Owen Hargreaves (released), Gunnar Nielsen 
(released), Stuart Taylor (released), Wayne Bridge (Brighton)  
 

Manchester City done what Sheik Mansour has wanted since buying the club 
and won the league thanks to a last gasp winner in the final game of the 
season against QPR.  Manager Roberto Mancini has instilled a belief within the 
Manchester City team which has been lacking in recent seasons, and the team 
believe that they can win games, even when they are playing badly.  The Sky 
Blues must continue their progress if they are to break up fierce rivals and city 
neighbours Manchester United dominance on the Premier League. Rumours 
are rife that key playmaker David Silva will not be at the club next season, and 
Manchester City fans will be hoping that he will remain at the club to help 
guide them to back to back titles. 

  

MANCHESTER UNITED 

 

INS: Shinji Kagawa (Dortmund), Nick Powell (Crewe)  
OUTS: Park Ji-Sung (QPR), Richie De Laet (Leicester), Matty James (Leicester) Paul 
Pogba (Juventus), Tomasz Kuszczak (Brighton), Michael Owen (released), Fabio (QPR) 
 

A cruel ending to the season ended Manchester United’s hopes of winning 

an unprecedented 20th league title. However most Manchester United fans 

would comment that their season was relatively poor by Sir Alex Ferguson’s 

usual high standards.  Being knocked out the Champions League at the 

group stages, being dumped out of the Europa League and League Cup by 

what Manchester Fans would comment as inferior opposition, and knocked 

out the FA cup by rivals Liverpool.  Having completed some inspired signings 

to strengthen their squad, with the very fast and very talented Japanese 

attacker Shinji Kagawa (pictured right) joining from Dortmund.  Most 

Manchester United fans will be hoping that they can finish above rivals 

Manchester City, winning their 20th title.  With further signings like Kagawa, 

then anything will be possible. 
  

NEWCASTLE UNITED  

 

INS: Gael Bigirimana (Coventry), Romain Amalfitano (Reims), Curtis Good (Melbourne 
Heart) 
OUTS: Leon Best (Blackburn), Fraser Forster (Celtic), Danny Guthrie (Reading), Peter 
Lovenkrands (Birmingham), Alan Smith (MK Dons), Ryan Donaldson (released), Tamas 
Kadar (Roda JC) 
 

Newcastle performed above all expectations in the 11/12 season finishing in 
fifth. Most believed that as the season progressed The Magpies would fall 
away, they however benefitted from some inconsistent form of those 
around them and maintained a strong league position – the highest since 
the late Sir Bobby Robson was manager.  Free signing Demba Ba was a 
revelation in the first half of the season, and when his goals dried up, 
January signing Papiss Cisse took up the goal scoring notching an incredible 
13 goals in 14 games.  This put Newcastle into the Europa League for the 
first time in five years.  Manager Alan Pardew won the Premier League 
Manager of the season and LMA Manager of the season, becoming the only 
Newcastle manager in history to do so.  A few key additions to the current 
squad will bolster their ambitions of trying to match last season’s 
performance as well as a run in one of the cups. 
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NORWICH CITY QUEENS PARK RANGERS 
INS: Michael Turner (Sunderland), Robert Snodgrass (Leeds), Steven Whittaker 

(Rangers), Jacob Butterfield (Barnsley) 

OUTS: Andrew Crofts (Brighton), Adam Drury (Leeds), Aaron Wilbraham (Crystal 

Palace), Zak Whitbread (Leicester), Josh Dawkin (released)  
 

Norwich enjoyed a very good season in the Premier League, finishing 12th 

following two promotions in a row from League 1 to the Premiership.  

Manager Paul Lambert worked wonders with the very limited resources he 

had, with veteran striker Grant Holt, playing in his first Premier League 

season, finishing the clubs top scorer.  The end of the season brought 

turmoil to Norwich, manager Paul Lambert left for Aston Villa, and Grant 

Holt requested a transfer.  Lambert was quickly replaced by ex-Newcastle 

boss Chris Houghton, and persuaded Holt to sign a new contract.  Several 

new signings from the Championship followed Chris Houghton, and a big 

season awaits all their new signings if they are to replicate last year’s 

achievements. 

INS: Junior Hoilett (Blackburn), Park Ji-Sung (Manchester United), Samba Diakite (Nancy), 
Robert Green (West Ham), Ryan Nelsen (Tottenham), Andrew Johnson (Fulham), Fabio 
(Manchester United)  
OUTS: Heidar Helguson (Cardiff), Paddy Kenny (Leeds), Peter Ramage (released), Danny 
Gabbidon (released), Danny Shittu (released), Fitz Hall (released), Gary Borrowdale 
(released), Lee Cook (released), Rowan Vine (released), Patrick Agyemang (released), Akos 
Buzsaky (released)  
 

The 2011/12 season was QPR’s first season in the Premier League for 15 years, 
and expectation went through the roof when a new owner took the club on, 
spending big money on players.  However throughout the first half of the 
season, QPR found things more difficult than they imagined, and manager Neil 
Warnock paid the price by being sacked just after Christmas.  Mark Hughes was 
the man chosen to replace Neil Warnock, and things did not really improve 
much towards the end of the season, escaping relegation by just 1 point on the 
final game of the season.  Things look better this season, bringing in 
experienced players such as Junior Hoilett from Blackburn and Park Ji-Sung 
from Manchester United, who must perform.  However the strength and depth 
of the squad looks very good and they must have a better season than last. 

     

READING SOUTHAMPTON 

INS: Chris Gunter (Nottingham Forest), Adrian Mariappa (Watford), Pierce Sweeney 

(Bray Wanderers), Pavel Pogrebnyak (Stuttgart), Danny Guthrie (Newcastle), Garath 

McCleary (Nottingham Forest), Nicky Shorey (West Brom)  

OUTS: Heidar Helguson (Cardiff, undisclosed), Paddy Kenny (Leeds, £400,000), Peter 

Ramage (released), Danny Gabbidon (released), Danny Shittu (released), Fitz Hall 

(released), Gary Borrowdale (released), Lee Cook (released), Rowan Vine (released), 

Patrick Agyemang (released), Akos Buzsaky (released), Harry Cooksley (Aldershot) 
 

Reading won promotion to the Premier League by winning the 

Championship title.  It was not plain sailing however, enduring a terrible 

start to the season, and at one point were 23rd in the table.  However a great 

run of form in the second half of the season, winning 17 of the last 23 games 

propelled them up the table and finished the seasons as champions.  

Reading will need to start this season quicker than they did last, otherwise 

will find it very difficult to avoid relegation.  Signing experienced players 

such as Danny Guthrie is a shrewd move by boss Brian McDermott, a few 

more signings like this and Reading may avoid relegation. 

INS: Jay Rodriguez (Burnley), Paulo Gazzaniga (Gillingham), Steven Davis (Rangers), 

Nathaniel Clyne (Crystal Palace)  

OUTS: Dan Harding (Nottingham Forest), Bartosz Bialkowski (Notts County), Lee Holmes 

(Preston North End), Ryan Doble (Shrewsbury), David Connolly (released), Radhi Jaidi 

(retired), Aaron Martin (Crystal Palace), Tommy Forecast (Gillingham) 
 

Southampton won promotion from the Championship last season, and they 

were seen by many the leagues surprise package, just losing out on the league 

title by one point.  Manager Nigel Adkins has excelled in the manager’s 

position, helping the club to two successive promotions.  Southampton will 

find things very difficult returning to the Premier League.  New signing Jay 

Rodriguez is not known for his prolific goal scoring abilities, but he will link up 

well with current hitman Rickey Lambert.  This partnership is vital for 

Southampton’s fight for survival in the League, however this could be one step 

too far for them. 

  

STOKE CITY SUNDERLAND 
INS: Michael Kightly (Wolves), Jamie Ness (Rangers)  

OUTS: Jonathan Woodgate (Middlesbrough), Andrew Davies (Bradford), Salif Diao 

(released), Ricardo Fuller (released), Louis Moult (released), Tom Soares (released)  
 

Stoke started the season in the Europa League, for the first time since 1975. 

They started the season well, qualifying from the Europa League and picking 

up some good points in the league. However as the amount of league games 

and cup games increased, their league form began to suffer, only winning 

four games in the second half of the season, finishing 14th, not good enough 

to qualify for Europe once again.  Pre-season stoke have went about their 

business quietly confident, and they possess the quality to outperform last 

season, without the added burden of the Europa League. 

INS: Carlos Cuellar (Aston Villa) 

OUTS: Marcos Angeleri (Estudiantes), Asamoah Gyan (Al-Ain), George McCartney (West 

Ham), Michael Liddle (Accrington), Jordan Cook (Charlton), Craig Gordon (released), 

Michael Turner (Norwich)  
 

Sunderland started the season with high expectations, following a number of 

high profile arrivals.  Things did not go well for Sunderland at the start of the 

season, and were in the relegation zone at times, before manager Steve Bruce 

was sacked.  Bruce was replaced with Martin O’Neill, and Sunderland went 

through a great run of games with help from the emergence of James 

McClean.  However this run was not to last and Sunderland Fell away finishing 

in 13th. Key to the new season is a new striker, following the departure of 

Niklas Bendtner, Which they are still Lacking.  Expect Sunderland to equal last 

season’s performance, unless a striker comes through the door. 
  

SWANSEA CITY  

 

INS: Michu (Rayo Vallecano), Jose Manuel Flores (Genoa), Jonathan de Guzman 

(Villarreal)  

OUTS: Joe Allen (Liverpool), Ferrie Bodde (released), Casey Thomas (released), Joe 

Walsh (released), Scott Donnelly (released) 
 

Huge over achievers last season.  Most pundits and fans alike tipped 

Swansea to be battling relegation due to their relatively unheard of players.  

However Manager Brendon Rodgers kept playing tiki-taka football like 

Barcelona, which not only produced good results, became a pleasure to 

watch finishing the season in 11th spot, well clear of relegation.  The loss of 

manager Brendon Rodgers to Liverpool is a massive loss to Swansea, and the 

continuing link of Joe Allen, Swansea’s main creative influence last season, 

to Liverpool will be a hindrance.  New manager Michael Laudrup brings with 

him a wealth of experience from around the best leagues in the world and 

surely that should be enough to lay the foundations. 
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TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
INS: Jan Vertonghen (Ajax), Gylfi Sigurdsson (Hoffenheim)  
OUTS: Steven Pienaar (Everton), Vedran Corluka (Lokomotiv Moscow), Niko Kranjcar 
(Dynamo Kiev), Ryan Nelsen (QPR), Ben Alnwick (Barnsley), Louis Saha (released), Bongani 
Khumalo (PAOK), Massimo Luongo (Ipswich)  
 

Tottenham started the season by getting beat off both Manchester clubs, but 
then went on a run where they lost two of their next 22 league games, going 
on to occupy third ahead of local rivals Arsenal.  However a mid-season slump 
saw them exit the FA cup, and move down to fourth, only securing that 
position on the last day of the season.  However due to Chelsea winning the 
Champions League, fourth was only good enough for another season in the 
Europa League, not what Tottenham had expected going into the season.  
After the end of the season a huge shock came when manager Harry Redknapp 
was sacked, making way for ex Chelsea boss Andre Villa-Boas.  Villa-Boas has 
set about restructuring the squad, bringing Jan Vertonghen from Ajax and Gylfi 
Sigurdsson. However a regular goal scorer is still lacking which they 
desperately needed, which would help them match last season’s dizzy heights. 

      

WEST BROMWICH ALBION WEST HAM UNITED 

INS: Romelu Lukaku (Chelsea), Markus Rosenberg (Werder Bremen), Ben Foster 
(Birmingham), Yassine El Ghanassy (AA Gent), Claudio Yacob (Racing Club de 
Avellaneda)  
OUTS: Keith Andrews (Bolton), Joe Mattock (Sheffield Wednesday), Nicky Shorey 
(Reading), Marton Fulop (Astera Tripolis), Somen Tchoyi (released), Paul Scharner 
(released)  
 

Last season West Bromwich Albion continued to build on the previous 
season under manager Roy Hodgson and finished 10th in the table.  Key 
signing Shane Long became their highest ever signing, however did not 
produce the goods, only bagging 8 goals in 32 games.  Towards the end of 
the season, manager Roy Hodgson decided to take up the vacant England 
national job, opting to stay at WBA until the end of the season, to complete 
the season, promising a top 10 finish, which he duly delivered.  Former 
Chelsea coach Steve Clarke was appointed as manager and has set about 
rebuilding the WBA squad brining in Ben Foster and Marcus Rosenberg.  
Striker Shane Long needs a better season if they are to finish in the top half.  

INS: Alou Diarra (Marseille), James Collins (Aston Villa), Modibo Maiga (Sochaux), Stephen 
Henderson (Portsmouth), George McCartney (Sunderland), Jussi Jääskeläinen (Bolton), 
Mohamed Diame (Wigan)  
OUTS: Robert Green (QPR), Julien Faubert (Elazigspor), Frank Nouble (Wolves), Freddie 
Sears (Colchester), Abdoulaye Faye (Hull), John Carew (released), Papa Bouba Diop 
(released), Ravel Morrison (Birmingham)  
 

West Ham spent the 2011/2012 season in the Championship, winning 
promotion back to the Premier League at the first attempt via the play-offs.  A 
lot of money was spent by the clubs owners guiding them back to the 
Premiership, bringing in experienced manager Sam Allardyce, and players like 
the experienced Kevin Nolan, who proved invaluable last season.  Over 
preseason West Ham have brought in a raft of players developing their squad 
ready for the Premier League.  Their much publicised quest to bring in big 
striker Andy Carroll appears to have failed, leaving options up front very 
limited.  Next season expect West Ham to stay clear of relegation, however a 
striker is desperately required to mount anything serious. 

  

WIGAN ATHLETIC 

 

INS: Ivan Ramis (Real Mallorca), Fraser Fyvie (Aberdeen), Arouna Kone (Levante) 
OUTS: Chris Kirkland (Sheffield Wednesday), Mohamed Diame (West Ham), Hugo 
Rodallega (Fulham), Hendry Thomas (released), Steve Gohouri (released), Jordan 
Robinson (released) 
 

Wigan had an indifferent season last year, and in many eyes, favourites for 
relegation.  In Roberto Martinez however, they have a manger that not only 
plays attacking attractive football, he is not scared to do this against the big 
sides, and picked up valuable points doing this.  He has turned down several 
approaches from other sides to stay at Wigan and finish what he started.  
They finished the season very strongly, beating some of the larger teams in 
the league.  With a few choice signings as they have been the last few years, 
it is possible they could build on last year, however the loss of Hugo 
Rodellega and Mohamed Diame will hurt them hard. 
  

  Andy Powell 
Twitter @Andy5Powell 
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Saturday 18th August sees the opening day of the new La Liga season, here is our team-by-team preview... 
    

 

ATHLETIC BILBAO 
INS: Aritz Aduriz (€2.5m), Isma Lopez (Free) 

OUTS: Pabo Orbaiz (undisclosed), Kiokili Lertxundi (Free), Igor Gabilondo (Free), Inigo Diaz 

de Cerio (Free) 

 

With Aritz Aduriz returning to Los Leones, Athletic are showing intent of 

improving their attacking force once again. As if Fernando Llorente wasn’t 

enough to carry the team upfront, the returning Aduriz will certainly be a 

player to watch out for this season, he scored 17 goals for Valencia last season 

and at 31 years old; the striker has still got goals in him. Runners-up of the 

Copa Del Rey last season will be even stronger than last, Bilbao must not be 

underestimated. 

PREDICTION: 5th 

  

ATLÉTICO MADRID 

 

INS: Thibaut Courtois (On-loan), Cata Diaz (€1m), Cristian Rodriguez (Free) 
OUTS: Javi Cantero (Undisclosed), Fran Merida (Free), Jordi Pablo (undisclosed), 
Eduardo Salvio (€11m) 
 

After qualifying for the Europa League last season, Diego Simeone will be 

looking to keep his squad fired up for another season in La Liga. A number of 

players have been let go on a free transfer such as, Fran Marida, Paulo 

Assuncao, Antonio Lopez etc. A few replacements have arrived though; Cata 

Diaz from Getafe has joined the side for a fee of €1m. Atletico Madrid 

continue to impress in other competitions too, winning the Europa League 

last season gave their global reputation no harm. 
PREDICTION: 6th 
  

BARCELONA 

 

INS: Jordi Alba (€14m), Martin Montoya (Free), Marc Muniesa (Free), Agostinho Ca 
(Undisclosed),Edgar Le (Undisclosed), Sergio Araujo (On-loan) 
OUTS: Seydou Keita (Free), Marti Riverola (Free), Henrique (Free)  
 

This summer has seen the departure of a couple of players from Barcelona, 
including Seydou Keita, Marti Riverola and Henrique.  However, Tito 
Vilanova has stepped up to his new role at the club by signing Jordi Alba 
from Valencia for €14m and a pair from Sporting Lisbon – Edgar Le and 
Agostinho Ca. This season will be a big test for Vilanova, there will be a lot of 
pressure on the 42-year-old to produce trophies, and the most important 
trophy will be La Liga. 
PREDICTION: 2nd 

     

 
 BETIS  CELTA VIGO 

INS: Paulao (Free), Juan Carlos Perez (On-loan), Joel Campbell (On-loan) 
OUTS: Iriney (Free), Inaki Goitia (Undisclosed Fee), Juanito Calahorro (Free)  
 

Real Betis have spent very little over the summer, after last season’s average 
finish in 13th, the club don’t appear to be disappointed with a mid-table 
appearance. The changes to the squad include Brazilian defender Palao from 
Saint-Etienne, Juan Carlos Perez, Salvador Agra for €0.3m and Joel Campbell 
on loan from Arsenal. Betis defender, Calahorro has departed the club to 
join up with Alcoron, whilst Iriney also left the club for Granada. Pepe Mel 
will hope for a similar start to last season, when the team won their first 
four matches from four games. 
PREDICTION: 14th 

INS: Samuel Llorca (Undisclosed), Javi Varas (Undisclosed) 
OUTS: Victor Diaz (Free), Hector Ladero (Free), David Catala (Undisclosed) 
 

La Liga new-boys, Celta Vigo will be the underdogs of the season, the side 
finished second in the Segunda division last year. After five years in the Spanish 
second tier, Celta have snapped up just two players since promotion, Samuel 
Llorca from Hercules and Javi Varas from Savilla, both undisclosed. Most of 
Celta’s transfer movement has been away from the club; no fewer than three 
players have departed the club. David Catala being one of the departed 
players, joining AEK Larnaca for an undisclosed fee. Some would say the squad 
needs more strengthening. 
PREDICTION: 16th 

  

DEPORTIVO LA CORUNA ESPANYOL 
INS: Andre Santos (On-loan), Diogo Salomao (On-loan), Pizzi (On-loan), Evaldo (On-
loan), Abel Aguilar (Undisclosed), Nelson Oliveira (On-loan), Roderick Miranda (On-
loan), Carlos Marchena (Free) 
OUTS: Pablo Alvarez (Free), Claudio Morel (Free), Diego Colotto (Free), Andres 
Guardado (Free) 
 

After an impressive season last year winning the Segunda division, Deportivo 
have strengthened their squad with a number of players, mostly free 
transfers and loan signings. Manager, Jose Oltra guided his side to 
promotion and now faces the challenge of managing against the likes of 
Barcelona and Real Madrid. If their summer signing pay-off, Deportivo could 
finish mid-table. 
PREDICTION: 12th 

INS: Sergio Tejera (Undisclosed), Wakaso Mubarak (Free), Joan Capdevilla (Free) 
OUTS: Javi Marquez (€1.2m), Marvin Zeegelaar (Free), Jordi Amat (On-loan), Ben Sahar 
(Free), Kalu Uche (Undisclosed), Bakari (Free) 
 

Last season’s 14th place finish was nothing to be proud of from Espanyol, 
especially after their previous season, when they finished 8th. The club could be 
on a decline if they finish even lower this season, more signings may need to 
be made unless the club are settling for yet another below-average season. 
PREDICTION: 13th 
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GETAFE GRANADA 
INS: Xavi Torres (€0.5m), Miguel Moya (€2m), Angel Lafita (Free), David Abraham (Free) 
OUTS: Cata Diaz (€1m), Pedro Mosquera (Undisclosed), Pablo Pintos (Undisclosed), 
Javier Arizmendi (On-loan), Pedro Rios (Free), Adrian Sardinero (Free), Oscar Ustari 
(Free), Javier Casquero (Free), Chuchi (Free) 
 

Getafe have been the yoyo team in La Liga of recent years, finishing sixth 
three seasons ago, and eleventh last season. After they were bought by 
Royal Emirates Group last year, the club have been splashing some cash 
ready for the new season. Two million euros on Miguel Moya was one of the 
signings this summer, whilst they also spent half a million euros on Xavi 
Torres. 
PREDICTION: 7th 

INS: Borja Gomez (€0.8m), Antonio Flores (On-loan), Tono (Free), Gabriel Torje (On-loan), 
Iriney (Free), Brayan Angulo (Free), Juanma Ortiz (Free), Darwin Machis (On-loan), Youssef 
El-Arabi (€5m), Alex Bernal (Free) 
OUTS:  Ritchie Kitoko (On-loan), Ikechi Anya (On-loan), David Ferreiro (On-loan), Abel 
Gomez (Free), Hector (On-loan), Daniel Pudil (On-loan), Yohan Mollo (€2m) 

 
After narrowly escaping relegation last season, Granada have spent out to try 
and improve their squad for the new season. A €5m new addition, Youssef El-
Arabi will have pressure to produce goals, whilst Borja Gomez will have to keep 
the goals out at the other end in defence. Granada will play Vallecano first this 
season, the same team they played last in La Liga last year. 
PREDICTION: 15th 

  

LEVANTE MALAGA 
INS: Nikolaos Karabelas (Free), Papakouli Diop (€0.2m), Keylor Navas (€0.15m), Pedro 
Rios (Free), Michel (Free) 
OUTS: Valdo (Free), Xavi Torres (€0.5m) 
 

Juan Martinez guided his Levante side to a record finish of sixth in La Liga, 
the side also reached the highest ranking in the top division for the first 
time. Signings such as Keylor Navas and Papakouli Diop should help give 
Levante another strong season, whilst other players have left the club. Key 
signings could keep the players going into the new season, although the 
winning mentality must also be visible within the club. 
PREDICTION: 8th 

INS: None 
OUTS:  Santi Cazorla (€23m), Salomon Rondon (€9m), Apono (€1m), Sandro Silva (On-
loan), Edinho (Undisclosed), Ivan Gonzalez (Undisclosed), Helder Roario (Free) 
 

After an impressive season finishing fourth, Malaga fans have seen a number 
of their biggest stars depart during the summer. Over €33 million has been 
received from players leaving the club, yet no players have been brought into 
the club. With no players being signed, it is a worry for Malaga as the quality of 
their squad has been decreasing over the recent weeks. Other worries 
continue to appear too, as the club seem to owe money due to new laws. 
PREDICTION: 17th 

  

MALLORCA OSASUNA 
INS: Antonio Lopez (Free), Akihiro Castro (Free), Javi Marquez (€1.2m), Javier Arizmendi 
(On-loan), Ruben Mino (Free) 
OUTS: Ivan Ramis (€6m), Joao Victor (On-loan), Pablo Caceres (Free), Marti Crespi 
(Free), Gianni Zuiverloon (On-loan) 
 

With an average finish of eighth in the league last season, Mallorca will be 
looking to add to their squad to improve their standings next time out. The 
departure of Ivan Ramis could see the side develop a weakness, although 
Joaquin Caparros will be sure to have signed a replacement. The signing of 
Antonio Lopez from Atletico Madrid may have been a lined-up spare for 
when Ramis left the club. 
PREDICTION: 9th 

INS: Joseba Llorente (On-loan), Emiliano Armenteros (Free), Alejandro Arribas (Free), 
Nano (Free) 
OUTS: Ibrahima Balde (Undisclosed), Nacho Zabal (On-loan), Ignacio Zabal (On-loan), 
Eneko Satrustegui (On-loan), Javad Nekounam (€0.7m) 
 

Osasuna’s seventh position finish was what most people expected last season, 
the Pamplona-based club have finished within the mid-table range for the past 
four seasons. Some key signings have been made by Jose Mendilibar, Emiliano 
Armenteros from Sevilla may prove to be a great signing, costing nothing on a 
free transfer. Armenteros could be a decent replacement for the departure of 
Nekounam, who joined Esteghlal for €700,000. 
PREDICTION: 11th 

  

RAYO VALLECANO REAL MADRID 

INS: Jordi Amat (On-loan), Nicki Nielsen (On-loan), Jose Carlos (Free), Adrian Gonzales 
(Free), Alejandro Galvez (Free), 
OUTS: Michu (€2.5m), David Cobeno (Undisclosed), Alejandro Arribas (Free), Raul 
Tamudo (Free) 
 

Jemez Martin has a challenge on his hands this season when managing Rayo 
Vallecano, the 42-year-old took over from Jose Ramon Sandoval. After 
finishing fifteenth last season, Rayo Vallenco must strengthen their squad to 
stay in the top flight. The departure of Michu to Swansea doesn’t show 
intent of staying in the division, although there is still time to build on the 
squad before the season starts. 
PREDICTION: 19th 

INS: Borja Garcia (€1.5m), Fabinho (On-loan) 
OUTS: Joselu (€6m), Fernando Gago (€3.5m), Sergio Canales (€7.5m), Hamit Altintop 
(€4m), Isaac Becerra (Free) 
 

La Liga champions have brought in a number of top class, young players this 
summer including Borja Garcia and Fabinho, who will be on-loan. After 
breaking so many records in the top Spanish league, Real Madrid will be hoping 
Jose Mourinho will be keen to carry on his success at the club, breaking more 
and more records. Madrid will also be hoping to at least reach the final in the 
Copa Del Rey this season, as last year they were knocked out by La Liga 
opponents, Barcelona. 
PREDICTION: 1st 

  

REAL SOCIEDAD 

 

INS: Jose Angel (On-loan), Gonzalo Castro (Free), Carlos Vela (Undisclosed) 
OUTS: Yuri Berchiche Izeta (On-loan), Borja Viguera (Free), Vadim Demidov 
(Undisclosed), Joseba Llorente (On-loan) 

 
Carloz Vela’s arrival may be the key signing of the season for Sociedad, the 
former Arsenal striker netted 12 times for the Basque Country side last 
season on-loan. Philippe Montanier has made quality signings rather than 
quantity, which is important, as long as it pays off for the side. 
PREDICTION: 10th 
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SEVILLA 

 

INS: Silvan Widmer (€0.75), Hedwiges Maduro (Free), Albann Bunjaku (Undisclosed), 
Bryan Rabello (€0.4m), Geoffrey Kondogbia (€4m), Cicinho (€2m), Javier Matilla (On-
loan) 
OUTS: Christian Romaric (Free), Romaric (Free), Julien Escude (Undisclosed), Jesus 
Romero Correa (Free), Deivid (Free), Emiliano Armenteros (Free), Javi Varas 
(Undisclosed), Frederic Kanoute (Free) 
 

Spending some cash over the summer, Michel Gonzalez seems to raring to 
go for his first season in charge of Sevilla, the side finished a sorry ninth-
place last season, but with some decent signings made and a new manager 
the team could be set for a top five finish. 
PREDICTION: 4th 

      

   VALENCIA 

 

INS: Jonathan Viera (€2.5m), Andrews Guardado (Free), Joao Pereira (€3.7m), Alejandro 
Dominguez (On-loan), Sergio Canales (€7.5m), Fernando Gago (€3.5m), Didac Vila (On-
loan) 
OUTS: Ivaan Rubio (Free),Marc Castells (Free), Michel (Free), Miguel Moya (€2m), 
Mehmet Topal (€4.5m), Jordi Alba (€14m), Michel (Free), Aritz Aduriz (€3m) 

 
After the expenditure of €17.1m on transfers this summer, Valencia will be 
expecting some success coming their way in La Liga. Last season’s impressive 
finish saw the side third, which they will be looking to do again, especially 
with new additions such as Sergio Canales from Real Madrid. The departure 
of Jordi Alba to Barcelona must not affect the squad’s performances, or it 
could be a long season. 
PREDICTION: 3rd 
  

REAL VALLADOLID ZARAGOZA 
INS: Andrea Mancini (Free), Patrick Ebert (Free), Juan Neira (Undisclosed), Lluis Sastre 
(Free), Antonio Rukavina (Free) 
OUTS: Sisi (Free), Nauzet Aleman (Free), Felipe Alfonso (Free), Lassana Camara 
(Undisclosed), Mehdi Nafti (Free), Jofre Mateu Gonzalez (Free) 

 
A number of free transfers have been coming in and out of the club over the 
summer, including Roberto Mancini’s 19-yaer-old son, Andrea who has 
joined Valladolid. Another free transfer was German midfielder, Patrick 
Ebert, who should impress for the side despite being released by Hertha 
BSC. Despite promotion last season, Valladolid haven’t seemed to build on 
their squad as much as they may need. 
PREDICTION: 20th 

INS: Apono (€1m), Lucas Porcar (Undisclosed), Javi Alamo (Undisclosed), Christian Romaric 
(Free), Romaric (Free), Franco Zuculini (Free), Glenn Loovens (Free), Paco Montanes 
(Undisclosed), Lucas Wilchez (On-loan), Alvaro Gonzalez (Free) 
OUTS: Paulo Da Silva (Undisclosed), Matteo Contini (Free), Luis Garcia (On-loan) 
 

Real Zaragoza are a side who seem to struggle in the top tier but dominate in 
the Segunda division, last season Manuel Jimenez saw his side escape 
relegation by two points. The amount of signings this summer shows just how 
much Jimenez wants to stay in La Liga, some key figures joining the squad 
could be the difference between the two divisions. 
PREDICTION: 18th 
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